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ADVERTISEMENT. 

TTAD there been any book in our languagfe 
on the fubjedi: of the following Letters, 
they niever fhould have feen the light. The 
Author wrote them for the atptiufement of his 
friends, and as an affiflance to his memory ; and 
if it will in any degree apologize for their im- 
perfe<aions, he can with truth declare that they 
never were intended for publication : nor in- 
deed was that idea fuggefted to him, till long 
after they were written. One principal motive 
he will own, was the defire of giving to the 
world, and perhaps of tranfmitting to pofterity^ 
a monument of his friendftiip with the gentle^ 
man to whom they are addrefled. 

When Mr. Forftcr's tranflatlon of Baron 
Reidefel's book firft appeared, thefe Letters 
were already in the prefs, and the Author ap- 
prehended an anticipation of his fubje£l j how- 
ever, on perufal he had the fatisfadion to find, 
that the two works did not much interfere. 

la tranfcrlbing them for the prefs, he found 
A 2 it 



IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

It neceffary both to retrench and to amplify j 
by which the eafe of the epiftolary ftyle has 
probably fuffered, and fome of the letters have 
b^en extended much beyond their original 
length. 

He how prefents them to the Public with the 
greateft diffidence ; hoping that fogie allowance 
will be made for the very inconvenient circum- 
fiances, little favourable to order or precifiou, 
in which fome of them' were written : But he 
would not venture to new-model them ; appre- 
hending, that what they might gain in form and 
expreffion, they would probably lofe in eafe and 
fimplicity ; and well knowing that the original 
imprcffions are better defcribed at the moment 
they are felt, than from the moft exaft recol- 
ledlion. 
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DEAR BECKFORD. Naples, May 14, 1770. 

I Remember to have heard you regret, that in all 
your peregrinations through Eui^ape, you had ever 
neglefted the ifland of Sicily ; and had fpent much 
of your time in running over the old beaten track, 
and in examining the thread-bare fubjeds of Italy and 
France; when probably there were a variety of ob- 
jects, not lefs interefting, that ftill lay buried in 
oblivion in that celebrated ifland. We intend to pro- 
fit from this hint of yours. — FuUarton has been urging 
me to it with all that ardour, which a new profpeft 
of acquiring knowledge ever infpires in him ; and 
Glover, your old acquaintance, has promifed to ac- 
company us. 

The Italians reprefent it as impoflible : as there are 
no inns in the ifland, and many of the roads are over 
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dangerous precipiees, or through bogs and forefts, 
infefted ,with the moft refolute and daring banditti in 
Europe. However, ail thefe confiderations, formi- 
dable as they may appear, did not deter Mr. Hamil- 
ton*, his lady, and Lord Fortrofef- They made 
this expedition lad fummer ; and returned fo much 
delighted with it, that they have animated us with the 
ftrongeft defire of enjoying the fame preafure. 

Our. firft plan was to go by land to JRegium, and 
from thence, crofs over tp Meflina ; but on making 
exaft inquiry, with regard to the ftate of the country, 
and method of travelling, we find that the danger fron; 
the banditti in Calabria and Apulia is fo great, the ac- 
commodation fo wretched, and inconvcniencies of 
every kind fo numerous, without any confideratiou 
whatever to throwinto the oppofite fcale, that we foon 
relinquiflied that fcheme ; and in fpite of all the terrors 
of Scylla and Charybdis, and the more real terrors of 
fea fickjiefs (the moft formidable monfter of the three) 
^e have determined, to go by water : And, that no time 
may be loft, we have already taken our paflage on 
board an Englifli (hip, which is ready to. fail with the 
.firft fair wind. 

Now, as this little expedition has never been con- 
'-fidered as any part. of the grand tour; and as 
-it will probably prefent many objefts worthy of 
of your attention, not mentioned in any of our books 
of travels ; I flatter myfelf that a fliort account of 
thefe will not be unacceptable to yoii ; and may in 
ibme degree make up for your having negleded to 
vifit them. You may therefore exped to hear of 
^me, from every town where we ftop i and when I 

• Now knight of the bath. f Now Earl of Scaforth^ 
. ' ' meet 
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meet with any thing deferviag of notice^ I &aH.a[tten4)t 
to defcribe it in as few words as poffible. We haire 
been waiting with im{>atience fpr a fah* wind^ i)ul iat 
prefent there is little profped-ctf it* The .weather :is 
exceedingly rough, and not a fhip.has been able to get 
out of the harbour for upwards of three weeks |»ft« 
This ^climate is by no means what we expected to find 
it ; and the ferene Qay of Italy, fo much boafted of 
by our travelled gentlemen, does not altogether de- 
fervecthe great euIogium§ beftowed upon it. It is now 
the middle of May, and we have not as yet had any 
continuance of what piay be called fine weather* It' 
has, indeed, been abundantly warm, but feldom a 
day has^ paffed without fudd^ ftorms of wind and 
rain, which render talking out here to the fuU as 
dangerous to our invalids, as it is in England, 

I am perfuaded th^t our phyftciansare under fome 
miftake with regard to this climate. It is certsdnly 
one of the warmeil in Italy ; but it is as certainly one 
of the mod inconilant ; and irom what we have ob« 
ferved, difagrees with the great^ft part of our vale- 
tudinarians ; but more particularly with the gouty 
people, who have all found themfelves better at 
Rome ; which, though much colder in vrinter, is, I 
believe, a healthier climate. Naples to be 'fure is 
more eligible in fummer, a$ the air is'conftantly re- 
frefhed by the fea breeze, when Rome is often 
fcorched by the mod infupportable heat. Laft fum« 
mer, Farenheit's thermometer never rofe higher at 
Naples than 76. At Rome it was at 89. The dif* 
ference is often ftill more confiderable. In winter it 
is not leis remarkable. Here, our greateft degree 
of cold was in the end of January j the thermometer 
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ftood ait 36 J at Rome it fell to 17 ; fo that the dif- 
tance between the two extremes of heat and cold 
laft year at Naples, was only 40 degrees ; whereas 
at Rome it was no iefs than 62* Yet, by all accounts, 
their winter was much more agreeable and healthy 
than ours : For they had clear frofty weather whilft 
we Were deluged with rains, a»ccompanied with 
very high wind. The peojjle here affure us, that in 
fome feafons it has rained every day for fix or feven 
. weeks. But the moft difagreeable. part of the Nea- 
politan climate is the firocc or fouth-eaft wind, which 
: is very common at this feafon. It is infinitely more 
relaxing, * and gives the vapours in^ much higher 
. degree, than the worft of our rainy Novembers. It 
: has naw blown for thefe feven days without intermif- 
fion ; arid has ihdeed blown away all our gaiety and 
fpirits^ and if it continues much longer, I do not 
know what may be the confequence. It gives a de- 
gree of laffitude, both to the body and mind, that 
renders them abfolutely incapable of performing their 
ufual funftions. It is not perhaps furprifing, that it 
ihould produce thefe eflFefts on a phlegmatic Eng- 
lifh conftitution ; but we have juft now an inftance, 
that all the mercury of France muft fink under the 
load of this horrid, leaden atmofphere. A fmart 
Parifian marquis came here about ten days ago : he 
was fo full of animal fpirits that the people thought 
. him mad. He never remained a moment in the fame 
' place ; but, at their grave converfations, ufed to (kip 
. from room to room with fuch amazing elafticity, that 
the Italians fwore he had got fprings in his fhoes. I 
met him this morning, walking with the ftep of -a 
philofopher i a fmelling bottle in his haiid, and all his 

vivacity 
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Vivacity extinguilbed. ' I a(ked what was the matter > 
" Ah! nion ami/* faid he, '* je m*enriui a la mort j 
" — moi, qui n'ai jamais ffu Tennoi. Mais cet exe- 
" crable vent m'accable ; et deiix jours de plus, et 
" je me pend/' 

The natives themfelves do not fuffer lefs than 
ftrangcrs ; and all nature f^ems to languifli during 
this abominable wind. A Neapolitan lover avoids his 
miftrefs with the utmoft care in the time of the firocc, 
and thQ indolence it infpires, is almoft fufficient to 
extinguiih every paffion. All works of genius are 
laid afide, during its continuance; and when any 
thing very jBat or infipid is produced, the ftrongeft 
phrafe of difapprobation they can, beftow is, ** Era 
" fcritto in tempo del firocco ;'* that it was writ ia 
the time of the firocc. I fliall make no other apology 
for this letter; and whenever I happen to tire you, 
be kind enough to remember (pray do)- that it is not 
me you are toblame, but the firocc wind; This will 
put me much at my eafe, and will fave us a world of 
time in apologies. 

I have been endeavouring to get fome account of 
the caufe of this very Angular quality of the firocc ; 
but the people hei"e feldom think of accounting for 
any thing, and I do not find, notwithftahding its 
remarkable efFeds, that it has ever yet been an objed 
of inquiry amongft them. - 

I have not obferved that the firocc makes any re* 
markable change in the barometer. When it firft fet 
in, the mercury fell about a line and a half; and has 
continued much about the fame height ever fince; 
but the thermometer was at 43 the morning it began, 
and rofe aimoit immediately to 6$ j and for thefe two 

B 3 days 



day^ paft it has been at 70 amd 71. However, it is 
certainly not the warmth of this wind, that renders 
it fo oppreffive to the fpirits ; it is rather the want of 
that genial quality, which is fo enlivening ; and which 
ever renders the weftem breeze fo agreeable : The 
fpnng arid elafticity of the air feems to be loft ; and 
^laj: a£live principle which animates all nature^ ap- 
pears to be dead. This principle we have fometimes 
foppofed to be nothing elfe than the fubtle eledric 
fluid that the air ufually contains ; and indeed, we 
have found, that during this wind, it appears to be 
almoft annihilated, or at leaft, its jtdivity exceedingly 
reduced Yefterday, and to-day, we have been at- 
tempting to make fome eledrical experiments ; but I. 
never before found the air fo unfavourable for them. 

Sea-bathing we have found to be the beft antidote 
againft the effefts of the firocc ; and this we certainly 
enjoy in great perfedion. Lord Fortrofe, who is the 
foul 6f our colony here, has provided a large com- 
modious boat for this purpofe. We meet every 
morning at eight o^clock, and row about half a mile 
out to fea, where we ftrip and plunge into the watar : 
Were it not for this, we fhould all of us have been 
as bad as the French marquis. My lord has ten wa- 
termen, who are in reality a fort of amphibious 
animjils, as they live one half the fummer in the fea- 
Three or four of thefe generally go in with us, to 
pick up ftragglers, and fecure us from all accidents. 
They dive with eafe to the depth of forty, and fome- 
times of fifty feet, and bring up quantities of excel- 
lent fhell-fifli during the fummer months; but fo 
great is their devotion, that every time they go down 
theymal^e tjae fign.gf the crofe, and rnutter an Ave 
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Maria, without which they think they fliould certainly 
be drowned j and were not a little fcandalized at us 
for omitting thi& ceremony. To accuflom us to 
fwimming in all circumftances, my lord has provided 
a fuit of clothes, which we wear by turns ; and from 
a very fliort praftice, we have found it almoft as com- 
modiouato fwim with as without them ; we have like-* 
wife learned to ftrip in the water, and find it no 'very 
difficult matter : And I am fully perfuaded, from 
being accuftomed to this kind of exercife, that in cafe 
of fliipwreck we fhould have greatly the advantage 
over thofe who had never pradlifed it; for it is by the 
embarraflment from the clothes, " and the agitation 
that people are thrown into, from finding themfelves 
in a fiiuation they had never experienced before, 
that fo many lives are loft in the water. 

After bathing, we have an En^lilh breakfaft, at 
his lordfhip's ; ^and after breakfaft, a delightful little 
concert, which lafts for an hour and a half. Bar- 
bella, the fweeteft fiddle in. Italy, leads pur little 
band. This party, I think, conftitutes one principal 
part of the pleafure we enjoy at Naples. We have 
likewife fome very agreeable fociety amongft our- 
felve^, though we cannot boaft much of that with the 
inhabitants. There are to be fure many good people 
amongft them ; but in general, there is fo v^ little 
analogy betwixt an Englifli and a Neapolitan mind, 
that the true fociatl harmony, that great fweetener of 
human life, can feldom be produced. Ih lieu of this, 
(the exchange you will fay is but a bad one) the 
countiy round Naples abounds fo much in every 
thing that is curious, both in art and nature, and 
affords fo ample a field of fpeciilation for the natu* 
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jralift and antiquary, that a perfon of any curiofity 
may fpend fome months here very agreeably, and not 
without profit, 

Befides the difcoveries of Herculeaneum and Pom- 
peia, which, of themfelves, afford a great fund of 
entertainment, the whole coaft that furrounds this 
beautiful bay, particularly that near Puzjzoli, Cupia^ 
Micenum, and Baia, is covered with innumerable 
monuments of Roman magnificence, ^ut, alas! 
how. are the mighty fallen ! This delightful coaft, 
once the garden of all Italy, and inhabited only by 
the rich, the gay, and luxurious, is now abandoned 
to the pooreft and mpft miferable of mortals. Perhaps 
there is no fpot on the globe, that has imdergone fo 
thorough a change ; or that can exhibit fo ftriking a 
pidure of the vanity of human grandeur. Thofe very- 
walls that once lodged a Csfar, a Lucullus, an An- 
thony, the richeft and moft voluptuous of mankind ; 
are now occupied by the very m^aneft and moft indi- 
gent wretches on earth, who are aftually ftarving for 
want in thofe very apartments that were the fcenes of 
the greateft luxury. There we are told that fup- 
pers were frequently given, that coft fifty thoufand 
pounds J and fome that even amounted to double 
that fum. 

The luxury indeed of Baia was fo great, that it 
became a proverb, even among the luxurious Ro- 
mans themfelves ; and, at Rome, we often find them 
upbraiding with effeminacy and epicurifm, thofe who 
fpent much of their time in this fcene of delights j 
Clodius throws it in Cicero's teeth more than once ; 
And that orator's having purchafed a villa hei:e, hurt 
him not a little in the opinion of the graver and more 
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auftere.part of the fenate. The walls of thefe palaces 
ftill remain, and the poor ,peafahts, in fome places, 
have built up their miferable huts within them ; but, 
at prefent, there is not one gentleman or man of 
fafliion refidhig in any part of this country ; the for- 
mer ftate of which, compared with the prefent, cer- 
tainly makes the mod ftrijcing contrafl: imaginable. 
Yefterday we rode over the greateft part of it a fhoot- 
ing porcupines, a new fpecies of diverfiqn, which I 
had I never heard of before. We killed feveral of 
thefe animals on the Monte Barbaro, the place that 
formerly produced the Falernian wine, but now a bar- 
ren wafte. I don't know if you are acquainted with 
this kind of fport. To me, I own, its novelty was 
its greateft merit ; and I would not at any time give 
a day of partridge for a month of porcupine (hoot- 
ing. Neither indeed is the flelh of thefe animals the 
moft delicious in the world, though to-day moft of 
us have dined upon it. It is extremely lufcious, and 
foon palls /Upon the appetite. 

We are now going to lay in our fea-ftore, as there 
is fome probability that we fhall fail in a day or two. 
— Farewel — ^you fhall hear from me again at Meffina, 
if we are not fwallowed up by Charybdis. 



LETTER II. 



On Board the Charming Mollf » off the 
Ifland of Capre, May 15. ' 

XX7 E have now begun our expedition with every 

aufpicious omen. This morning the melancholy 

firocc left us; and in place of it we have gotten a 

7 " fine 



lO it^TOUR THUOUGH 

Hue briffe tramontane (or North wind) which in a few 
fcours blew away all our vapours, and made us won- 
der how much the happinefs of mankind depends on 
j* blafl: of wind. After eating a hearty dinner witH 
many of pur friends at Mr. Walter's, and drinking 
plentifully of his excellent burgundy, we took leave in 
thehigheft fpirits. Had the firocc blbwn.as yefter- 
day, we ihould probably have been m tears ; and not 
one^of us would have fufpefted that we were crying, 
dniy becaufe the wind was in the fouth. We are not 
apt to fupp^fe it; but probably a great piart of our 
pleafUres arid pains depend upon ftich trivial caufes, 
though always afcribed to fomething elfe ; few people 
being willing to own themfelves hke a weathercock, 
affefted by every blaft. Itideed we (hould have na- 
turally imputed it to the grief of parting with that 
excellent fkmily wfiom you know fo well; which no 
perfon could ever leave without regret, or fee with- 
6ut pleafui'e'; but the agreeable prbfped of foon 
meeting aga^n (probably better qualified to amufe 
and entertain them) abforbed all melancholy thoughts; 
andeven added to that alacrity, which the delightful 
tour before us had already infpired. 

We failed at five ; and after firing dur farewel fig- 
nals to our friends on fBore, (whom we difcovered 
with our glafles at fome miles diftance) we foon found 
ourfelves in the middle of the bay of Naples, fur- 
rounded by the njoft beautiftil fcenery in the world* 
It fell calm for an hour, on purpofe to give \is time 
fo contemplate all its beauties. 

The bay is of a circular figure j in moft places up* 
wards of 20 miles in diameter; fo th^t including all 
Its breaks and inequalities, the circumference is; con- 
fiderably matt thair 6a miles. The whole of thisr 

fpace 



sicivr Avrb malta. ft 

m 

fp^^jce is fo wonderfully diverfified, by all the richeek 
both o£ art and nature, that, there is fcarce an obje6t 
wanting to render the fcene complete ; and it is hard 
to fay, whether the view is more pleafing from the 
fingularity of many of thefe objefts, or from the in* 
credible variety of the whole. You fee an amazing 
mixture of the antient and modern;, fome rifmg td 
fame, and fome finking to ruin. Palaces reared 
over the tops of other palaces, and antient magnifi- 
cence trampled under foot — by modern folly.— 
Mountains and iflands, that were celebrated for their 
fertility, changed into barren .waftes, and barren 
waftes into fertile fields and rich vineyards. Moun- 
tains funk into plains, and plains fwelled into moun« 
tains. Lakes drunk up by volcanos, and extin- 
guiflied volcanos turned into lakes- The earth ftill 
ftnoking in many places ; and in others throwing out 
flame. — In Ihort, Nature feeais to halve formed this 
coaft in her mod capricious mood ; for every objeS ^ 
i6 a lufus natura^ She never feems to have gone 
ferioufly to work ; but to have devoted this fpot to 
the moft unlimited indulgence of caprice and frolic. 

The bay is (hut out from the Mediterranean by 
the, ifland of Caprcj fo ifaraous for the abode o£ 
Auguftus J and afterwards fo infamous for that of 
Tiberiug. A little to ithe weft lie thofe of ffchia^ 
Procida, and Nifida j the celebrated promontory o£ 
Mica&num, where iEneas landed; the claffic fields 
of Baia, Cuma, and Pu^zoli j with all the variety of 
icenery that formed both the Tartarus and Elyfium. 
of the ancients ; the Campi Phlegrei, or burning plaina 
where Jupiter overcame the giants ; the Mpnte NovOj^ 
formed of late years by fire ; the Monte Barbaro j 
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the piS.ur^fque city of Puzzoli, with the Solfaternt 
fmokmg above it ; the beautiful promontory of 
Paufillippe, exhibiting the fineft fcenery that can be 
imagined ; the great and opulent city of Naples, with 
its three caftles, its harbour full of. Ihips from every 
nation, its palaces, churches, and convents innu- 
nierable. The rich country from thence to Portici, 
covered with noble houfesj and gardens, and appear- 
ing only a continuation of the city. The palace of 
the king, with many others furrounding it, all built 
over the roqfs of thofe of Herculaneum, buried near 
a hundred feet, by the eruptions of Vefuvius. " The 
black fields of lava that have run from that moun- 
tain, intermixedwith gardens, vineyards, and orchards. 
Vefuvius itfelf, in the back ground of the fcene, dif- 
charging vdlumes of fire and fmoke, and forming a 
broad track in the air over our heads, extending 
without being broken or diflipated to the utmoft 
verge of the horizon. A variety of beautiful towns 
and villages, round the bafe of the mountain, 
thoughtlefs of the impending ruin that daily threatens 
them. Some of thefe are reared over the very roofs 
of Pompeia and Stabia, where Pliny perifhed ; and 
with their foundations have pierced through the 
facred abodes of the ancient Romans j thoufands of 
whom lie buried here, the viftims of this inexorable 
mountain. Next ft^llows the extenfive and romantic 
coaft of Caftello' Mare, Sorrentum, and Mola; di- 
verCfied with every piflurefque objed in nature. It 
was the Audy of this wild and beautiful country that 
formed our greateft landfcape- painters. This was 
(he fchool of Pouffin and Salvator Rofa, but more 
particularly of the laft, who. compofed many of his 
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moll celebrated pieces from thef bold ' craggy rocks 
that furround this coaft ; and nb doubt it. was frota 
the daily contemplation of thefe romantic ^objeSs, 
that they ftored their minds with that vari&ty" of idei» 
they have communicated to the world with fuch ele- 
gance in their works, ? 

NoWjfiiould I tell you that this extenfive' cbaft, 
this prodigious variety of rifiountains, valleys, pro- 
montories, and illandf , covered with an everlafting 
verdure, and loaded with the richeft fruits,- is all the 
produce of fubterraneous fire ; it would require, I am 
afraid, too great a ftretch of faith to believe me; yet 
the fa£k is certain, and can only be doubted 'by thofe 
who have wanted time or curiofity to examiiie it. ' It 
is ftrange, you will fay, that Nature fliould make ufe 
of the fame agent to create as to deftroy; antt that 
what has only been looked upon as the confumer of 
countries, is in fadt the veiy power that .produces 
them. Indeed, this part of our earth feetns already 
to have undergone the fentence pronounced upon the 
whole of it ; but, like the phoenix, has rifeii again 
from its own afhes, in much greater beauty: and 
fplendour than before it was confumed. The trac^ 
of thefe dreadful conflagrations are ftill confpicuoils 
in every, corner ; they have been violent in their ope- 
rations, but in the end have proved falutary in their 
cffeSs. The fire in many places is not yet extin- 
guifhed, but Vefuvius is now the only fpot where it 
rages with any degree of aftivity. 

Mr. Hamilton, our minifter here, who is no lefs 
diftinguifhed in the learned, than in the polite, world, 
has lately examined it with a truly pliilofophic eye, 
and this. is the refult 'of all tiis"<3bfervations ; however, 
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at prefmt, I xHiIy fit down to give you an account of 
the profpeft of this fingular country, and not to write 
its nafurai hiftory ; which would lead meintotoo vaft 
a field : I (hall referve thz^ curious fubjed till our 
return, when I Ihall have more leifure to ma^e you 
acquainted with it — ^I beg therefore you would at 
lead fufpend your judgment for the prefent, and do 
not condemn me before I am heard. 

After contemplating this delightful profped, till 
fim-fet, the wind fpning up again, and we have now 
almofi: reached Capr^, 30 miles diftant from Naples. 
We have juft fpok^i with an Engliih fliipi They tell 
us, that the Marquis of Carmarthen, Lord Fortro&> 
and Mr. Hamilton obferving the calm, took a boat 
to make us a vifit ; but unfortunately miftaking their 
ve^fel for ours, we have had the mortification to mifs 
them. 

The night is very dark ; and mount Vefuvius is 
flaming at a dreadful rate : We can obferve the red- 
hot fton^ thrown to a vaft height in the air ; and, 
after their fall rolling down the fide of the mountain. 
;Our flup is going fo fmooth, that Wje are fcarce fen- 
fible of the motion ; and if this wind continue, before 
to-morrow night we fliall be in fight of .Sicily. Adieu. 
Jhfe captain is making a bowl of grog, and promifing 
uS a happy voyage. 

16th. All wrong — Sick to d^th — Execrable firocc 
wind, and direftly contrary — Vile heaving waves— 
A plague of all fea voyages. — ^That author was furely 
right, who faid that fand voyaga * were much to be 
preferred. 

* See Ttmr /« tht Eajf. 
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17th in ih& morning. For thefe 24 hours paQ: A«fe 
have bqenAgrjoaning to one another from our ,4)d4s.; 
^xecmtiag the waves, and ^(hing that we had rath^ 
been at the mercy of all the banditti of Caldbria. 
We arc now beginning to change our tune* T}ie 
firocc is gone^ and the wind is confiderahly faUen;; 
however^, we are ftill three woeiiil figures. Ourfer- 
vants too are as lick and as helplefs as we. The 
captain fays, that Philip, our Sicilian man, was fiqglu- 
ened out of his wits ; and has been praying to St. 
Januarius with all his might. He now thinks he has 
h^ard him, and imputes the change of the wither 
entirely to his intereft with his faint. 

17th. Three o'clock* Weather pleafant and &- 
vourable, — A fine breeze fince ten ; — have juft come 
in fight of Strombolp. Our pilot fays it is near zp 
leagues off. We have likewife a view of the moun-* 
tains of Calabria, but at a very grej^ diftanqe. Sliip 
fteady ; and fea-ficknefs almoft gone* 

Eleven at night. The weather is now fine, and we 
are all well. After fpiying Strombolo, by degrees, 
we came in fight of the reft of the Lipari iflands, and 
part of the coaft of Sicily. Thefe iflands are very 
piflturefque, and feveral of them ftill emit fmoke, par- 
ticularly YolcanO| and Volcanello; but nope of 
tfaem, for fome ages paft, except Strombolo, have 
made any eruptions of fire. We are juft now lying 
within about three miles of that curious ifland, and 
can fee its operations diftiriclly. It i appears to be a 
volcano of a very different nature from Vel#vius, the 
(SKplofions of which fucceed one another with fome 
degree of regularity, and have no great variety of 
duratbn. Now I have been pbferving Strombolq, 
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'ever firiceit fell dark, with a good deaf of pleafure, 
but not without fome degree of perplexity, as I can- 
not account for its variety. Sometimes its explofions 
refemble thofe of Vefuvius, and the light feems only 
to be occaiioned by the quantity of fiery ftoneS thrown 
into the air ; and as foon as thefe have fallen down, it 
appears to be extinguifhed, till another expfofion caufes 
a frefli illumination : This I , have obferved always to 
be the cafe with Vefuvius; except when the lava has 
rifen to the fummit of the mountain, and continued 
without variety to illummate the air round it.— The 
Kght from Strombolo evidently depends on fome 
other caufe. Sometimes a clear red flame iffaes from 
the crater of the mountain, and continues lo blaze 
witfiout interruption, for near the fpace pf half an 
hour. The fire is of a different colour from the ex- 
plofions of ftoneS, and is evidently produced from a* 
different caufe. It would feem as if fome inflam- 
mable fubfl:ance were fuddenly kindled up in the 
bowels of the mountain. It is attended with no noife, 
nor 'explofion that we are fenfible of. It has now 
fallen calm, and we fliall probably have an Opportu- 
nity of examining this volcano more minutely to- 
morrow. We were told at Naples that it had lately ' 
•made a violent eruption, and had begun to form a 
new ifland at fome little diftance from the old ; which 
piece of intelligence was one of our great induce- 
ments to this expedition. We think we have difco- 
vered this ifland, as we have obferved feveral times 
the appdfrance of a fmall flame arifing out of the fea, 
a little to the fouth-wefl: of Strombolo ; and fuppofe 
it muft have iffued from this • new ifland ; but it is 
poflSble this light may come from the lower part 
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of the iflarid of Strotobolo. itfelfc We' ftall fee tb- 
morrow. 

i8th. We areiliU off Strombqlo, but unfortunatelyt 
at prefent it intercepts the view of that fpot froior 
whence we obferved the flame to arife, and we can 
fee no appearance of any new ifland, nor indeed of! 
any lava that has of late fprung from the old one. We 
have a difUh£t view of the crater of Strombolo,' which 
feems to be different from Vefuvius, and all the old 
volcanos that furround Naples. Of thefe, the cra-» 
ters are without exception in the center^ and form 
the Ijiigheft part of the mountain. That of Strombolp 
is on its fide, and not within 200 yards of its fummit* 
From th^ crater to the fea, the ifland is entirely com- 
pofed of the fame ibrt of afhes and burnt matter a^ 
the conical part of Vefuvius ; and the quantity of this 
matter is perpetually increafmg^ from the uninter- 
rupted difcharge from the mountain ; for of all the 
volcanos we read of, Strorabolo feems to be the onjy 
one that bums without ceafing. j£tna and Vefuvius. 
often lie quiet for many months, even years, without 
the leaft appearance of fire, but Strombolo is ever at 
work, and for ages pad has been looked upon as the 
great light-houfe of thefe feas. 

It is truly wonderful, how fuch a conftant and im* 
menfe fire is msantained for thoufands of years, in tlje 
midft of the ocean ! That of the other lipari iflands. 
feems now almoft e?ctin£t, and the force of the whole 
to te concentered in Strombolo, which ads as one 
great vent to them all. We ftill obferve Volcano and 
Vqicanello throwing out volumes of fmoke, but du- 
ring the whole night we could not perceive the leaft 
fpark of fire from either of them. 
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It is probable^ that .Strotnbolo, as well as all tlie 
reft of thefe iflands, is originally the work of fubter- 
ftiheous fire. The matter of which they are com- 
pofed, in a manner demonftrates this ;, and many of 
the Sicilian authors confirm it. There are now eleven 
-of them ill all ; and none of the ancients mention 
m6re than feven, JfazzeUo, one of the beft Sicilian 
authors, gives an' account of the produftion of Vol- 
cano, now one of the moft confiderable of thefe 
iflahds. He fays it happened in the early time of the 
republic, arid- is recorded by Eufebius, Pliny, and 
6thers. He adds, that ev^n in his time, in the be- 
ginning of the 1 6th century, it ftill difcharged quan-* 
titles of fire and of pumice ftones ; but that in the 
preceding century, in the year 1444, on the 5th of 
February, there had been a very great eruption pf 
this ifland, which Ihook all Sicily, and alarmed the 
'toaft of Italy as far as Naples. He fays the fea boiled 
all round the ifland, and roeks of a vaft fize were 
difcharged from the crater; that fire and fmoke in 
many places pierced through the waves, and that the 
navigation amongft thefe iflands was totally changed ; 
iWck^ appearing where it was formerly deep water; 
and many of the ftraits and fhallows were entirely 
filled up. ^' He obferves, that Ariftotlej in his book 
on met^olrs, takes notice of a very early eruption of 
this ifland, by* which not only the.coafl: of Sicily but 
. likewife many cities in Italy were covered with aflies. 
: Ithas probably been that very eruption which formed 
the ifland. He defcribes Strombolo to have^ been, in 
his. time, pretty much the fame as 'at this day j only 
that it then farodticed a great quantity of cptton, 
which is not now the cafe. The greateft part of it 
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appears to be barren. On* the north fide there are a 
few vineyards ; but they are very meagre : Oppofite 
10 thefe, there is a rock at fome diftance from land j 
it feems to be entirely of lava, and is not lefs than 50 
or 60 feet above the waten 

The whole ifland of Strombolo, is a mountain that 
rifes fuddenly from the fea j it is about ten miles round, 
and is not of the exaft conical form, fuppofed com- 
mon to all volcanos. We were determined to have 
landed on the ifland, and to have attetnpted to exa- 
mine the volcano ; but our Sicilian pilot aflures us, 
that the crater is not only inacceffible (which indeed I 
own it appears to be) but that we (hall likewife be 
obliged to perform a quarantine of 48 hours at Meffinaj 
and that befides, we fliould run a great rifle of being ^ 
attacked by the natives, who are little better than 
favages,' and always on the alarm aga^ift the Turks.-^ 
On weighing thefereafons, and putting the queftion, 
it was carried. To proceed on our voyage. 

I own it is with m^ich regret that I leave this curious 
ifland, without being better acquainted with it. I 
have been looking with a good glafs all round, but 
can fee no marks of the eruption we heard fo much 
of at Naples J indeed, the fouth-weft part, where we 
faw Ae appearance of fire, is ftill hid from us by the 
interpofition of the ifland ; and if rheire has been 
an eruption, it was certainly on that fide : It is pro- 
bable ,we Ihall never be able to learn whether there 
has been one or not j or, at leaft, to make ourfdyes 
mafters .of any of. the particulars relating to it ;, for 
events of that kind do not make fuch a noife in this 
ignorant and indolent country, as the blowing of au 
aloe, or a goofeberry buftx at Chriftraas, does in 
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, England. Strombola rifes to a great height ; bnr ^ilot 
feys, higher than Vesuvius ; but I think he is iriiftafcen. 
Both thef captain and he agree, that fn clear weather it 
h difcoverable at the diftance of 25 leagues ;' and that 
at night its flames are to be feen ftill much farther ; fo 

, tbat its vifible horizon cannot, be lefs than 500 miles, 
which will require a very confideraWe elevation. 

The revenue thefe iflands bring to the King of Na- 
ples is by no means inconfiderable. They product 
great quantities of alum, fulphur, nitre, cinnabar, 
and moft forts of fruits-, particularly raifms, currants, 
and figs, in great perfeftion ; fome of their wines 
are likewife much efteemed ; parficularly the Malvafia, 
well known all over Europe. ^ 

The Hland of Lipari (from which all the reft take 
the name) is by much the largeft, as well as the moft 
fertile. By the defcription of Ariftotk, it appears 
that it was in his time, what Strombolo is in ours, 
confidered by failors as a light-houfe, as its fires were 
never extinguiflied. It has not fuffered from fubter- 
raineous fires for many ages paft , though it every wher^ 
bears the marks of its former ftate. This is the ifland 
fuppofed by Virgil (who is one of our travelling com^ 
panions) to be the habitation of -Mollis ; but indeed 
all of them were formerly called iEolian. . As they 
were full of vaft caverns, roaring with internal fire$, 
the poets feigned that ^olus kept the winds prifoners 
here, and let tbem out at his pleafure. This allego- 
rical fiftion is of great ufe both to Virgil and Homer, 
when I hey want to make a ftorm,. and forms no in- 
confiderable part of their machinery. A goddefs has 
nothing to do b^t take a flight to the Lipari iflands, 
and iEolus, who was the very pinkof co'urtefy, has 
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always a ftoroi ready at her comtnand* 

Homer, indeed, departing fadiy from his ufual dig-*^ 
hity, fuppofes that ^olus kept the winds here, each 
tied up in their refpeftive bags ; and wb?n any parti* 
cular wind was demanded, he made them a prefent of 
a bag full of it, to ufe at difciretion. Some of the aa» 
cient hiftorians (Diodorus,,! think) fays that this fatie 
took its rife from a wife king named -3Eolus ; who, 
from pbferving the fmoke of thefe bumng iflaods, aB4 
other phacnomena attending them, had ^ea^ai t^ 
foretel the weatha: ; ^d from thejpc^ wa^ fjdd to^hay* . 
the conmiand of the winds. . 

Thjs forge of Vulcan too ha§ been Cuppo&d by the 
poets to be placed in Hi^ra, one of th^e iflands. Virgil 
fends him h^re, to make the c^leftial armour &xr 
JEneas, and gives a noble defcription of ^his gloomy 
habitation *, ivhere he found the Cyclops bufy forging 
a thunderbolt for Jupiter j the account of which is ve« 
ry lingular f. This ifland is now called Volc^ipo, th$ 
fame that is recorded to have h^en (n'oduc^. by fire 
in the time of the Republic. So that Virgil commil$ 
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♦ Amid the Hefperian and Sicilian flood 
AH black with fmoke» a rocky ifland fto6d» 
T^e dark Vukanian land, the region of the god. 
Here the grim Cyclops ply, in vaults profound* 
The huge iEolian forge, that thunders round. 
Th* eternal anvils ring the dungeon o'er ; 
Fronfi fide to fide the fiery caverns roar, &c; 

f Beneath their hands, tremendous to furvey ! ' 
Half rough, half form'd, the dreadful engine lay. 
Three points of rain.; three forks of hail confpire'; ' 

Three arm*d with Vfind, and three were barb'd wi^li fire* 
The mafs they tempered thick with livid rays. 
Fear, wrath, and terror,, and the lightning's blaze. 

PiTT, 

C 3 here 
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here a v^ry great anachronlftn, ih'fending Vulcan to « 
place Nvhich at that time did not exift, nor for many 
ages after. But this bold poetical licence he amply 
repays us for, by the fine defcription he gives of it, 
Thefe iiflands, he fays, were called Volcanian as well 
as -^olian : 

•* Volpani domus, e% Vclcania nomine tellus.*' 

So that the change of the name from Hiera to Vol* 
cano was a very natural one. This is the ifland that 
Plihy calls Terafia ; and both Strabo and he gave an 
account of its produftion. 

19th. Found ourfelves wkhin half a mile of the 
coaft of Sicily, which is 4ow^ but finely variegated. 
The oppofite coaft of Calabria is very high, and the 
mountains are covered >yith the fineft verdure. It 
was almoft a dead calm, our fnip fcarce moving 
half a mile in an hour, fo that we had time to get a 
complete view of the famous rock of Scylla, on the 
Calabrian fide. Cape Pylorus on the Sicilian^ and the 
celebrated Straits of the Faro that runs between them* 
Whilft we were ftill fome miles diftant from the entry 
of the Straits, we heard the roaring of th^ current, 
like the nbife of fome large impetuous river confined 
between narrow banks. This increafed in proportion 
as we advanced, ti}l we faw the water, in many places 
raifed to a confiderabfe height, and forming large ed- 
dies or whirlpools. The fea in every other place was 
as fmopth ^ glafs. Qur old pilot told us, that he 
had often feen Ihips caught in ih^^ eddies, and whirled 
about with great rapidity, without obeying the helm 
in the fmalleft degree. When the weather is calih, 
there is little danger j but when the waves meet with 

thia 
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this violent current^ it makes a dreadful fea. ^He fays, 
there were five ftiips wrecked in' this fpot laft winter. 
We obferved^that the current fet exactly for the rocfc 
of Scylia, and would infallibly have carried any thing 
thrown into it againO: that point ; fo that it was no| 
without reafon the ancients have painted.it as sin obje^ 
of fuch terror. It is about a mile from the entry, of 
the Faro, and forms a fmaU promontory, which runs 
aiittle out to fea, and meets the whole force of the 
waters, as they come out of the narrow^ft part of the 
Straits. The head of this promontory is the famous 
Scylla. It mud be owned that it does not altogether 
come up td the formidable defcription (hat Homer 
gives of it ; the reading of which (Uke that of Shakef* 
pear^ Cliff) almoft makes one's head giddy. Neither 
is the paifage fo wondrous narrow and difficult. as he 
makes it. Indeed 4t is probable that the breadth of 
it is greatly increafed fince his time, by. the violent 
impetuofity of the current. And this violence too 
mud have always diminifbed, in proportion as the 
breadth of the channel increafed. ' . 

Our pilot fays, there are many^fmaU rocks that 
fhew their heads near the bafe of the large ones. 
Thefe are probably the dogs that are defcribed as 
howling round the monfter Scylla. There are like^ 
wife many caverns that add greatly to the noife of the 
water, and tend ftill to increafe the horror of the 
fcene. The rock is near 200. feet high» There is 
a kind of caftle or fort built on its fummit ; and the 
town of Scylla, or Sciglio, containing three or four 
hundred inhabitants, (lands on its fouth fide, and gives 
the title of prince to a Calabrefe family. 

As ^tbe current was direftly againft us, we were ob- 

liged 
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Ugsd to He to, for ft)^e hours, till it turned. The 
motibn of the water ceafed for fome time, but in a few 
minutes it began in the oppofite dirbftion, though not 
Vdth fuch violenee. We lay juft oppofite to Cape 
Pylof us (\x^here the llghthoufe is no^ built). It is faid 
to have been thus tmiiied 'by Hannibal, in recompence 
to Pelorus,- his pilots for having put him to death oil 
this fpot) on $ falfe fufpician 6ihis wanting to-betray 
hiidi i For feeing himfelf land-locked on all fides, he 
thdiight there was no efcaping, and that Pelorus had 
been bribed to deliver him up ; but as foon as he dif- 
toteiied the Straits, he repented of his raflinefe, and 
fome years afterwards erefted a ftatue here, in atone- 
ment to \he manes- of Pelorus. Pomponius Mela tells 
this ftojry j froni wlieneie he draws two very wife infer- 
ences: TbatHanhibal muft have been extremely pat 
fionate ; atid t'hat he knew nothing at all of geography. 
Otfcers deiiy this authority,^and fay it was namfed Pe- 
hMtis from Ulyfles^S pilot, who was drowned near to 
tbh place; but th^ere can be no fort of foundation for 
this conjedure ; for Ulyffes* whole crew were drowned 
U the fame time, and he himfelf was driven through 
thefe Straits, mounted on the broken maft of his fhip. 
Itislikertioftdifputesamongft antiquaries, a matter of 
mighty little confe<^uence ; and I leave you at fiill liber. 
ty t6 choofe which of the two accounts you pleafe. 

From hence we had an opportunity of obferving a 
pretty; large portion of Calabria, Which formerly con- 
ftituted a confiderable part of that celebrated country, 
known by the name of Great Greece, and looked upoii 
as dne^of the moft fertile in the empire. Thefe beautiful 
hills and mountains are covered with trees and brufli- 
vi*ood to the very fubmit j and appear pretty much iii 

the 
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the fame ftate as fomd of the wilds of America that are 
juft beginning to be cultivated. . Some little fpots where, 
the woods are cleared away, juft ferve to (hew the natu* 
ral fertility of the foil ; and what this country might 
foon be brought to, were induftry and population en* 
couraged ; but it ftill remains a good deal in the fame 
lituation as when the barbarous nations, left it ; and I 
beflieveitishard tofay, whether their tyranny or that 
of Spain has been the moft oppreflive. After the inva- 
fion of thofe nations, and during the time of the dark 
and barbarous ages, this country (like many others), 
from the higheft ftate of culture and civilization, be- 
came a wild and barren wildernefs, overgrown mxh 
thickets and forefts ; and indeed, fince the revival of 
arts and agriculture, perhaps of all Europe this is the 
country that has profited the leaft ; retaining ftill, both 
in the wildiiefs of its fields and ferocity of its inhabitants, 
more of the Gothic barbarity than is to be, met with 
any where elfe. Some of thefe forefts are of a vaft ex- 
tent and abfolutely impenetrable ; and no doubt con" 
ceal in their thickets many valuable monuments of its. 
ancient magnificence. Of this indeed we hav^ a very 
recent proof in the difcovery of Peftum, a Greciau 
city, that had not been heard of for many ages ; till of 
late feme of its lofty temples were feen, peeping over 
the tops of the woods; upbraiding mankind for their 
fhameful negled ; and calling upon them to bring it 
once more to light. Accordingly curiofity, and the 
hopes of gain, a ftill more powerful motive, foon open* 
ed'apaffage, and expofed to view thefe valuable and 
refpeftable relict. — But here it would be out of place 
to give you an account of them j I Ihall referve that 
till my return. 

As 
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As fbon as our (hip entered the current we were car- 
ried along with great velocity towards Meffina, which 
is twelve miles from the entry of |he flraits. However, 
as the paflage widens in proportion as you advance, the 
current of confequence becomes lefs rapid. At Meffina 
it is four miles broads At the mouth of the Straits, 
betwixt the promontories of Pelorus in Sicily, and the 
Coda de Volpe (or the^'Fox's Tail) in Calabria, it ap- 
pears fcarcely to be a mile. Mofl of the ancient wri- 
ters are of opinion that Sicily was formerly joined to 
the continent In this fpot, and that the feparation muft 
haTC been made by fome violent convulfion lof the 
eaFth.. If this is true, which indeed does not appear 
improbable, it muft have happened far beyond the 
reach of all hiftorians, as none df them, at leaft that 
I have feen, pretend any thing but conjecture for the 
foundation of their opinion. Indeed Claudian (wer^ 
credit to be given to poets) fays pofitively, 

^ Trinacria quondam Italix pars una fult.** 

. And Virgil too, in his third Eneid , tells the fame ftory : 

'♦Hjcc loca vi quoBdara, et vafta conrulia ruba, &c/* 

Pliny, Strabo, Diodorus, and many others, both hifto- 
rians and philofophers, are of the fame fentiments, and 
pretend that the ftrata in the oppofite fides of the Strait 
perfedly correfpohd : Like the white rocks near Do- 
ver .and Bologne, which hav^ given rife to an opi- 
nion of the fame kind. However, the fi'milarity in 
that cafe, is much more ftriking to the eye at leaft than 
lathis* 

The approach to Meffina is the fin eft that can be 
Imaged j jt is not fb grand as that of Naples, but it is 

much 



SIC It Y AND MALTA« Hy 

much Qiore beautiful, and the key exceeds any tHng 
1 have evef yet feen, even in Holland* ft is built in 
the form of a crefcent^ and is furrounded by a raiige 
of magnigcent buildings^ four (lories high, and ex* 
ndly uniform, for the fpacg^f an Italian mile. The 
ftreet betwixt thefe anc^jt^ fea is about an hundred 
feet wide, and forms one of the moft delightful walks 
in the wor}d« It enjoys the frdeft air, and commands 
the mod beautiful profpeft : It is only expofed to (he 
morning fun, being fhaded all the reft of the day bj 
thefe buildings. It is befides tonftantly refreshed by 
the cooling breeze. from the Straits; for the current' 
pf ihe water produces likewife a current in the air, that 
renders this one of the cpoleft habitations in Sicily. 

We caft anchor about fDur this afternoon, near tlie 
center of this enchanted femicircle, the beauty of 
which greatly delighted us ; but our pleafure was fooa 
interrupted by a difcoyery that the name of one of 
our fervants bad been omitted in our bills of healthy 
and an afTurance from the captain, that if he was dif- . 
covered we Ihould certainly be obliged to perform a 
long quarantiae. Whilft we were deliberating upon 
this weighty matter, we obferved a boat with the 
people of the ' health-office approaching us. We 
had juft time to get^ him wrapped up in a ham- 
mock, and (hut down below the hatches ; with or- 
ders not to ftir in cafe of a fearch, and not to appear 
5igain above deck till he (hould be called. The poor 
fellow was obliged to keep in his hole till it was dark, 
as our conful and fame people of the health-office 
flayed on board much longer than we could have 
wiflied, and we are ftill obliged to conceal him j for 
if he be difcoyered, we fliall probably get into a very 

bad 
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bad fcrape. They are particularly ftriflt here in tKs 
refpeQ: : and indeed they have great reafbn to be fo ; 
fince this beautiful city was almbft annihilated by the 
plague in the year 1743, when upwards of .70,000 
pe6ple are faid to have died in it and its diflfrifl: in the 
Ipace of a few months. 

We have now got on fhbre^ and are lodged in the 
mdft wretched of inns; although faid to be- a firft- 
rate one for Sicily ; but we are contented ; for furely 
aifter bad fhip-accommodation and fea-fickiiefs, any 
houfe will apjoear a palace, and any bit of dry land a 
.|>ara3ife. • - -■ ' 

I Ihall fend this off fey the poft, which goes to- 
morrow for Naplesj and fliall continue from day to 
iiay to give you fome account of oujr tranfadions; 
trifiing as they are, there will probably be fometliing 
new ; and it will add greatly to the pleafure of our 
cxpetfition, to think that it has contributed to your 
entertainment. Adieu. 

Ever yours, &c. 



LETTER. III. 



:. ' . • Meflina, May 20. 

^^TPHE harbour of MefGna is formed by a fmall 
promontory or neck of land that Iruns off from 
the eaft end of the city, and feparates that beautiful 
bafon from the reft of the Straits. The Ihape of this 
promontory is that of a reaping-hook, the curvature 
of which forms the harbour, and fecures it from all 

winds. 
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nmds.^ From the ftriking refemblance of ife fomii^ 
the Greeks, who never gave a name that did not 
ekber defcribe the objefl: or expireBs fome of its moft 
, reiBai4iLable properties, caUed this place Zancle or dw. 
Sickle, and fdgned that the fickle of Saturn £ell oil 
this ^t, and gave it its form. But the Latins, issho 
were not quite fo fond of fable, changed its name to 
Meflina (from MeJftSy a harveft) becaufe of the great 
fertility of its fields. It is certainly one of the fafeft 
harbours in the world after flnps have got in ; but it 
is iikewife one of the moft difGcult accefs. The cele- 
brated gulph or whirlpool of Charybdis lies near to 
itg entry, and often occafions fuch an , inteftine and 
irregular motion in the water, that the helm Wes 
moft of its power, and (hips have great difficulty to 
get in, even with the fairefl wmd that can blow. 
This whirlpool, I think, is prvobably formed by the 
fmalj promontory I have mentioned ; which contraft- 
ing the Straits in this fpot, muft neceffarily increafe 
the velocity of the current; but no doubt other 
caufes, of which we are ignorant, concur, for this 
will by no means account for all the appearances 
which it has produced. The great noife^ occasioned 
by the tumultuous motion of the waters in this place, 
made the ancients liken it to a voracious fea-monfter 
perpetually roaring for its prey ; and it has been re- 
prefented by their authors, as the h?ofl: tremendous 
paflage in the world* Ariftotle giva" a long and ai 
formidable defcripiion of it in his i25lh chapter De 
Admirandis, which I find tranilated in an old Sicilian 
book I have got here. It begins, ** Adco profun- 
** dum, honidumque fpeQacuIum, &c." but it is 
too long to.' tranfcribe. It is Iikewife defciibed/by 

6 / l:Joraer, 
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Homer% lath of theOdyflTeyj Virgil f, 3d JEiicM j 
Lucretius, Ovid, Salluft, Seneca, as alfa by many 
of the old Italian and Sicilian poets, who all fpeak of 
it in terms of horror j and reprefent it as an objeft 
that infpired terror, even when looked on at a dit 
tance«^ It certainly is not now fo formidable : tod 
very probably, the violence of this motion, continued 
for fo maijy ages, has by degrees worn fmooth the 
rugged rocks, and jutting flielves, that may have in* 
tercepted and ccmfined the waters. . The breadth 



* Dire Scylla there a fcenc of horror forms. 
And here Charjbdis fills the deep with ftorms : 
When the tide rufties from her rumbling caves, ' 
, The rough rock roars ; tumultuous boil the waves ; 
They tofs, they foam, a wild confufioa raife, . 
JLike waters bubbling o*cr the fiery blaze ; 
Zltemal mifts obfcure th* aereah plain^ 
And high above the rock fhe fpouts the mam* 
Whei^ in her gulphs the nilhing fea fubfides. 
She drains the ocean with her refluent tides. 
The rock re-bellows with a thundering found ; 
Deep, wondrous deep, below appears the ground. 

Po?«« 

f That realni of old, a rum huge wa^ rent, 
. In length of ages from the continents 
With force convuUive burft the ifle away ^ 
Through the dread opening broke the thundering fea» ^ 
At once the thundering fea Sicilia tore, ^ 

And funder'd from the fair Hefperian fliore ; 

^ And ftill the notghbourinp: coafts and towns divides 
With fcanty channels and contra<5led tides. 
Fierce to the right tremendous Scylla roars, 
Charybdis on the left the flood devours : 
Thrice fwallowM in her womb fubSdes the fea. 
Deep, deep as hell ; and thrice fhe fpputs away 
From her black bellowing gulphs difgorg*d on high 
Waves after waves, that dafh againft the fky« . Pitt. 

of 
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oF the Straits too, iii this place, I make no doubt h^ 
confiderably enlarged. Ind^, from the nature of 
things it mtift be fo ; the perpetual friaion occafioned 
by the current muft wear away the bank on each 
fide, and enlarge the bed of the waten 

The veffels in this paffage were obliged to go as' 
near as poffible to the coaft of Calabria, in order to 
avoid the fuflion occafioned by the whirling of the 
waters in this vortex ; by which means when th^y 
came to the narroweft and moft rapid part of the 
Straits, betwixt Cape Pelorus-and Scylla, they were 
in great danger of being carried upon that rock.. 
From vjrhence the proverb, ftill applied to thofe, who- 
in attempting to avoid one evil fall into another^ 

** Incidit in Scyllarn, cupiens evitare Caribdem.*' 
There is a fine fountain of white marble on the key^ 
reprefenting Neptune holding Scylla and CharybiUs 
chained, under the emblematical figures of two fea- 
monfters, as reprefented by the po^. 

The little neck of land, forming the harbour of 
Meffina, is Ilrongly fortified. The citadel, which is 
indeed a very fine work, is built on that part whidl 
connefts it with the main land. The farthermoft 
, point, which runs out to fea, is defended by four 
fmall forts, which command the entry into the har. 
hour. Betwixt thefe lie the lazaret, and a light i- 
houfe to warn iailors of their approach to Oharybdis, 
as that other on Cape Pelorus is intended to give 
them notice of Scylla, 

It is probably from thefe light-houfes (by the 
*" Greeks called Pharoi) that the whole of this cele-» 
ferated Strait has been denominated the Faro of 
JMeffina* 

There 



J« 1 ^ A TOUR THROUOH 

' There are a number of gallies and galliots in this 

beautiful harbour, which ftill add greatly to its beauty, ^ 

Three of thefe failed this morning, in order to cruize 

round the ifland,, and to protcft it from the fudden 

invafions of the Barbarians, who are often very 

troubleforae on the fouth coaft. Thefe veffels made 

a. very pifturefque appearance as they went out of the 

liarbour; their oars moving all together, with the 

greateft regulai-ity» I think there are nine or ten men 

to each oar ; and indeed it appears to be the hardeft 

work you can imagine. They all rife, every ftroke 

of the oar, and wh^n they pull, they almoft throw 

themfelves on their backs, and feem to exert their 

, ixtmoft force, Thefe wretches are chained to their 

oars, and fleep every night on the bare benches^ 

without any thing to throw over them. Yet, what 

' i^ Ilrange, notwithftanding all the mifery they fuf- 

fer, I am told there was never known an inftance 

of any of them putting themfelves to deaths They 

pften, indeed, confer that favour upon one another, 

but it is only in their quarrels, and by no means out 

of kindnefs. In a company of Englifh in the fame 

circumftances^ promotion would probably go ou. 

much fafter, as there would be no want of vacancies, 

provided only ropes and knives were to be had. 

We intended this morning to have paid our re- 
fpeSs to the prince of Villa Franccl, the governor, and 
to have delivered our letters ; but he is gone to his 
country houfe, and as there are no carriages to be 
had, we are obliged to wait his arrival in town, which 
yiiill probably be to-morrow or next day, # 

We are flill qnder a good deal of uneafinefs abouf^^j 
our fervant, and are obliged to conceal him carefully " 

from 
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from .the people of the heakh-olEce, who feem to 
;haunt us, as we have met them this itiorning in all 
'our walks," Were he to be difcovered, perhaps 
fome of us might have the pleafure of making a little 
voyage, on board one of thofe gallies, for our amufe- 
ment. Indeed the captain of the fhip, poor fellow, 
would run the greateft rifk, who is obliged to anfwer 
for every perfon on board. — We fliall leave this place ' 
as loon as poffible ; for I dp not believe there is -much 
more to lie feen about it. 

2oth at night. After dinner our depute conful (a 
Sicilian) carried us to feveral convents, where we: 
were received by the nuns with great politenefs and 
aBFability. We cpnverfed with them for fome Hours, 
through the grate, and found fome of them by no 
means deficient, either in point of knowledge or 
fprightUuefs ; but none of them had fincerity enough 
(which we met with in Portugal more than once) to 
acknowledge the unhappinefs of their fituation, AU 
pretended to be happy and contented, and declared 
they would not change their prifon for the moft bril- 
liant fituation in life* However, fome of them had 
a foft melancholy in their countenances, that gave 
the lie to their words; and I am perfuaded, in a 
tete-a-tete, and on a more intimate acquaintance, 
they would have^ told a very different ftory. Several 
of them are , extremely handlbme; but, indeed, I 
think they always appear fo ; and am very certain, 
from frequent experience, that there is no artificial 
ornament, or .ftudied embelliihment whatever, that; 
can produce half fo ftrong an effeft, as the modeft 
and funple attire of a pretty young nun, placed be- 
hind a double iron grate. To fee sm amiable, un^ 
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affededy and unadorned peifon, that might have been 
ah honour and an ornament. to focjety, make a vo- 
luntary refignation of her charms, and give up the 
world and all its pleafures,. for a life of fafting and 
' mortification, it cannot fail to move our pity ; 

** And pity melts the mind to love.** 

There is another confideration whicti tends much to 
increafe thefe feelings ^ that is, our tot^l incapacity 
ever to alter her fituation. — ^The pleafure of relieving 
an objeft in diftrefs,, is the only Refuge we have 
againft the pain which the feeing of that objefl: occa- 
fionsj but here, this is utterly denied us, and we 
feel with forrow, that pity is all we can beftow. 

From thefe, and the like reflexions, a man gene- 
rally feels himfeff in bad fpirits after converfing with 
amiable nuns. Indeed, it is hardly poffible,. without 
a heavy heart, to leave the grate ; that inexorable 
and impenetrable barrier. — ^At laft we took our leave, 
expreiling our happinefs, in being admitted fo near 
them ; but at the fame time deploring our mifery, in 
feeing them for ever removed at fo unmeafurable a^ 
diftance from us. They were much pleafed with 
our vifit,^ and begged we would repeat it every day 
during our flay at Meflina; but this might prove- 
dangerous. 

On leaving the convent, we obferved a great con- 
courfe of people on the top of a high hill, at fome 
diftance from the city. The conful told us, it was* 
the celebration of a great feftival in honour of St* 
Francis, and was worth our going to fee* Accor- 
dingly, we arrived juft as the faint made his appear'- 
ance* He was carried through -the crowd with vaft 
' ceremony. 
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ceremony, and received the homage of the p^opl$ 
with a becoming dignity ; after which he was s^gain 
lodged in his chapel, where he performs a number of 
miracles every day, to all thofe who have abundance 
of money and abundance of feith. His mmifters, 
however, are only a fet of poor greafy capuchins; 
who indeed do not feem to have enriched themfelves'' 
in his fervice. In general, he is but a ihabby maf- 
ter^ if one may judge by the tattered clothes of his 
fervants ; and St. Benedid:, who does not pretend to 
half his fandity, beats him all to nothing. The 
people continued to dance^ in foft Sicilian meafures, 
till after fun-fet, when they retired. Many of the 
country girls are extremely handfome, and dance with 
a good grace. The young fellows were all in their 
Sunday's clothes, and made a good appearance. The 
affembly-room was a fine green plain on the top of 
the hill. It pleafed us very much,, and put us in 
mind of fome of Theocritus's defcriptions of th^ 
Sicilian pleafures. But Theocritus, if he could have 
raifed up his head, would probably have been a good 
deal puzzled what to make oiF the fhabby figure of St. 
Francis marching through amongft them with fuel}, 
majefty and folemnity. Another part of the cerer 
inony too would have greatly alarmed him, as indee4 
it did us. The whole court before the church was 
furrounded with a triple row of fmall iron cannon^ 
about fix inches long; thefe were charged to the 
muzzle, and rammed very hard; after which they 
werfe fet clofe to each other, and a train laid, that 
completed the communication through the whpl^ 
number, which muft h^ve exceeded 2ooo« Fire wa^ 
fet to the train, ai2d in two qr three minutes thf 

D 2 whole 
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whol6 was dxfcharged by a running fire; the- reports 
following one another fo quick, that it was impoffib e 
for the ear to feparate them. The effefk was very 
grand ; but it would have been nothing without the 
fine echo from the high mountains on each fide of the 
Straits, which prolonged the found for fome confidera- 
ble time after the firing was finiflied. 

• The view from the top of this hill is beautiful 
beyond defcription. The Straits appear like a vaft 
majeftic river, flowing flowly betwixt two ridges of 
mountains, and opefiing by degrees from its narroweft 
point, till it fwells to the fize of an ocean. Its banks, 
at the fame time, adorned with rich corn fields, vine- 
yards, orchards, towns, villageSj, and churches. The 
profpeQ; is terminated on each fide by the tops of high 
mountains covered with wood. 

We obferved in our walks to-day, many of the 
flowers that are much eflieemed in our gardens, and 
others too that we are not acquainted with. Larkfpur, 
flos Adonis, Venus* looking-glafs, hawkfweed, and 
very fine lupins, grow wld over all thefe mountains. 
TJiey have likewife a variety of flowering ftirubs; parti- 
culjirly one in great plenty, which I do not recoiled 
• ever to have feen before : It bears a beautiful round 
fruit, of a bright (hining yellow. They call it II pomp 
tf oro, or golden apple. All the fields about Meffina 
are covered with the richefl white clover, intermixed 
with a variety of aromatic plants, which perfume the 
air, and repder their walks exceedingly delightful. 
But what is remarkable, we were moft fenfible of this 
perfume, when walking on the harbour which is at the 
greatefl: diflance from thefe fields. I mentioned this 
peculiarity to a Meflinefe gentleman, who tells me, 

: that 
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that the ialt produced here by the heat of the fun emits 
a grateful odour, fomething like violets ; and it is that 
probably, which perfumes the fea fliore. On confult- 
ing Fazzello de Rebus Siculis» I find he takes notice 
of the fame Angularity ; and likewife obferves, that 
the water of the Straits has a vifcous or glutinous 
quality, which by degrees cements the fand and gravel 
together, and at laft confolidates them to the folidity 
of rock. 

There are fine (hady walks on all fides of Meffina; 
fome of thefe run along the fea-fhore, and are' for ever 
fanned by the cooling breeze from the Straits. The 
houfes are large, and moft of the articles of life are 
cheap and in plenty; particularly fiOi, which are 
reckoned better here, than any where elfe in the 
Mediterranean. The hire of lodgings is next to tioth* 
ing ; almoft one half of that noble range of buildings I 
have defcribed, being abfolutely uninhabited fince the 
defolation of 1743 ; fo that the proprietors are glad 
to get tenants on any terms. It now occurs to me, 
that from all thefe confiderations, there is no place I 
have feen, fo admirably calculated for the refidence 
of that flock of valetudinarians, which every autumn 
leave our country with the fwallows, in fearch of warm 
climates. I have been inquiring with regard to their 
winter feafon, and find all agree, that, in general, 
it is much preferable to thaf of Naples. They allow, 
they have fometimes heavy rain for two or three 
weeks ; but it never lafts longer ; and befides, they 
have always fome fair hours every day, when people 
can go out for exercife; for the moment the rain 
is over, the walks are dry, the foil being a light gravel. 

D3 The 
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The advantages 'of Meffina over Naples m other 

H-efpeds, 1 think, are confiderable. At Naples there 

are no walks ; and, the truth' is, they have no oc- 

'cafion for them, no more indeed than they have 

fot legs ; for .you know as well as I, that walking 

there, is little lefs infamous than ftealing ; and saiy per* 

foil that makes ufeof his limbs is looked upon as a 

blackguard, and defpifed by all good company. The 

rides too are all at a great diftance ; and you are 

obliged to go fome miles on ftreets and pavement 

before you get into the country ; befides pafBng the 

vile grotto qf Paufillipe, where you are in danger of 

being blinded, and ftifled with duft. There are feldom 

any public diverfions here ; the attending of which at 

Naples, and complying with their bad hours, does 

often more than counterad: all the benefit obtained 

from the climate. That deteftable pradice of gaming 

to6 is by no means fo prevalent here ; which from the 

anxiety it occafions to the mind, and laffitude to 

the body, muft be- death to all he6tic people, weak 

breafts, or delicate nerves. I could fay much more 

on this fubjeft, but as I have many of thefe circfimr 

ftances only from the report of the inhabitants, it 

makes me more diffident, than if I had known them- 

from my own experience. 

We found our banker, Mr.' M — 7-, a very fenfible 
man, and fpent fome hours with him, both this morning 
and evening, very agreeably. He has given us fome 
account of the police of the country, the moft fingular, 
perhaps, of any in the world, to fuch a degree, indeed^ 
that I fhall not venture to 'tell it you, till I have 
talked it oyer with fome other people, to fee if 
the accounts agree ; though from the character 

that 
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that gentleman bears, both here and at Naples, he is as 
good authority as any in the ifland. 

The prince of Villa Franca is arrived ; fo that 
we fhall probably have our audience to-morrow mor- 
ning. Adieu — We are jufl: going to fup upon (leaks 
made of the pefcefpada or fword fifli, which are caught 
in great plenty in thefe feas. The fword of this one ;s 
upwards of four feet long ; and a formidable weapon 
it is ; — not unlike a Highland broad fword. This fifli, 
when cut, bears a perfefl: refemblance to flefh ; fo 
much that none of us doubted it was beef*fteaks they 
were dreffing for us, and expreffed our furprife at find- 
ing that difh in Sicily. — Good night. 



LETTER IV. 



aift. \7I7E are juft returned from the prince's. 
He received us politely, but with a good 
deal of ftate. He offered us the ufe of his carriages, 
as there are none to be hired ; and, in the ufual ftyle, 
defired to know in what he could be of fervice to us. 
We told him (with an apology for our abrupt depar. 
ture) that we were obliged to fet off to-morrow, and 
begged his proteftion on our journey* He replied, 
that he would give orders for guards to attend us, 
that Ihould be anfwerable for every thing ; that we 
need give ourfelves no farther trouble ; that whatever 
number of mules we had occafion for, fliould be ready 
at the door of the inn, at any hour we Ihould think pro- 
per to appoint : He added, that we might entirely 
rely on thofe guards, who were people of the moft 

D4 deter- 
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determined refolution, as well as of the moft approved 
fidelity, and would not fail to chaftife on the fpot, any 
perfon who (hould prcfvime to impofe iippn us. 

Now, who do you think thefe trufty guards are 
compofed of? Why of the moft daring, and moft har- 
dened villains, perhaps, that are to be met with upon 
earth, who, in any other eountry, would have been bro- 
ken upon the wheel, or hung in chains j but are here 
publickly protefted and univerfally feared and re- 
fpefted. It was this part of the police of Sicily, that I 
was afraid to give you an account of : But I have now 
converfed with the prince's people on the fubjeft, and 

they have confirmed eivery circumftance Mr. M * 

made me^ acquainted with* 

He told me, that in this eaft part of the ifland, called 
Val Demoni, (from the devils that are fuppofed to inha- 
bitmciun^^tna)it ever has been found impradicable to 
extirpate the banditti j there being numberlefs caverns 
and fubterraneous paflages in that mountain, where no 
troops could poffibly purfue them : That befides, 
as they are known to be perfedly determined and re* 
folute, nevei* failing to take a dreadful revenge on all 
who have offended them, the prince of Villa Franca 
has embraced it, not only as the fafeft, but likewife 
as the wifeft, and moft political fcheme, to become 
their declared patron and protector. And fuch of them 
as think proper to leave their mountains and forefts, 
though perhaps only for a time, are fure to meet with 
good encouragement;^ ^d fecurity in his fervice j 
they enjoy the moft unbounded confidence, which, in 
no inftjuice they have ever yet been found to make an 
improper or a diflioneft.ufe of. They are clothed in 
the prince's livery, yellow and green, with filver lace ; 
> and 
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and wear iikewife a badge of their honourable 
order, which entitles them to univerfal fear and refpeft 
from the people. 

I have juft been interrupted by an upper fervant of 
the prince's, who, both by his looks and language, ' 
feems to be of the fame worthy fraternity. He tells 
us, that he has ordered our muleteers, at their peril, to 
be ready by day-break ; but that we need not go till 
we think proper ; for it is their bufinefs to attend on 
nojiri eccellen%U He fays, he has Iikewife ordered 
two of the moll defperate fellows in the whole ifland 
to accompany us ; adding, in a fort of whifper, fliat we 
need be under no apprehenfion ; for if any perfon 
fiiould prefume to impofe upon us to the value of a 
fingle baidcc*, they would certainly put them to 
death. I ga\ e him an ounce t, which I knew was what 
he expefted ; on which he redoubled his bqjirs and his 
eccellenzis, and declared we were the moft honorabili 
Sipori he had ever mej with, and that if we pleafed, 
he hirafelf fliould have the honour of attending us, and 
would chaftife any perfon that fhould dare take the 
wall of us, or injure us in the fmalleft trifle. We thank- 
ed hiin for his zeal, fhewing him we had fwordsof our 
own. On which, bowing refpedfully, he retired. 

I can now, with more affurance, give you fome ac- 
count of the converfation I had with Signior M— -, who 
as I faid appears to be a very intelligent man, and has 
refided here for thefe many years. 

He. fays, that in fome circumftances thefe banditti 
are the moft refpe£bable people of the ifland ; and have 
by much the higheft and moft romantic notions of 

* A fmall coin. f About eleven (hillingt. 

what 
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, what they c^U their point of honour. That, however 
criminal they may be with regard to fociety in general j 
yet, with refped to one another, and to ^very perfon 
>to whom they have once profefled it, they h^ve ever 
maintained the moft unfliaken fidelity. The-injigiftrates 
have often been obliged to proted them, and even 
pay them court, as they are known to be perfeQily de- 
termined and defperate ; and fo extremely vindidive, 
that they will certainly put any perfon to death, whp 
has ever given them juft caufe of provocation. On 
the other hand, it never was known that any perfon 
"who had put himfelf under their protection, and 
Ihewed that he bad confidence in them, had caufe to 
repent of it, or was injured by any of them, in the 
moft minute trifle ; but on the contrary, they will 
protect him from impofitions of every kind, and fcorn 

, to go halves with- the landlord, dike moft other con- 
duftqrs and travelling fervants ; and will defend him 
with their lives, if there is occafion. That thofe of 
their number, who have thus enlifted themfelves in the 
fervice of fociety, are known and refpeded by the 
other banditti all over the ifland ; and the perfons of 
thofe they accompany are ever held facred. For 
thefe reafons, moft travellers chufe to hire a couple of 
them from town to town j and may thus travel over 
the whole ifland in fafety. To illuftrate their charafter 
the more, he added two ftories, which happened but 
a few days ago, and are ftill in every body's mouth : 
A number of people were found digging in a place 
uhere fome treafure was fuppofed to have been hid 

. during the plague: As this had been forbid under 

I the moft fevere penalties, they were immediately 

carried to prifon, and expeded to have been treated 

5 . without 
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tiithout iftercy ; but luckily for the others, one ef 
thefe heroes happened to be of the number. He. 
wrote to the Prince of Villa Franca, and made ufe of 
fuch powerful arguments in their favour, that they 
were all immediately fet at liberty. 

This will ferve to fliow their confequence with the 
civil power ; the other ftory will give you a ftrong 
idea of then: barbarpus ferocity, and the horrid miic- 
ture of ftubborn vice and virtue (if I may call it by 
that name) that feems to direO: their adions. I fliould 
have mentioned, that they have a practice of borrow- 
ing money from the country people, who never dare 
refufe them ; and if they promife to pay it, they have 
ever been found pundual and exaft, both as to the 
time and the fum ; and would much rather rob and 
murder an innocent perfon, than fail of payment at 
the day appointed : And this they have often been 
obliged to do, only in order (as they fay) to fulfil 
their engagements, and to fave their honour. 

It happened within this fortnight, that the brother 
of one of thefe heroic banditti having occ^fion for 
money, and not knowing how to procure it, deter- 
mined to make ufe of his brother's name and autho- 
rity, an artifice which he thought could not eafily be 
difcovered ; accordingly he went to a country prieft, 
and told him his brother had occafion for twenty? 
ducats, \vhich he defired he would immediately lend 
him. The prieft affured him that he had not then fo 
large a fum, but that if he would return in a few days 
it ftiQuld be ready for him. The other replied, that he 
was afraid to return to his brother with this anfwer ; and 
defired, that he would by all means take care to keep 
out of his way at leaft till fuch time as he had pacified 

him; 
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him ; otherwife he could riot be anfwerable for the 
♦ confequences. — As bad fortune would haVe it, the 
very next day the prieft and the robber met in a nar- 
row road ; the former fell a-trembling, as the latter 
approached, and at lafl dropped on his knees to beg 
for mercy. The robber, aftoniflied at his behaviour, 
defired to know the caufe of it. The trembling 
prieft anfwered ; " II denaro, 11 denaro," the money, 
the money— but fend your brother to-morrow, and 
you fhall have it. The haughty robber affured him, 
that he difdained taking money of a poor prieft; 
adding, that if any of his brothers had. been low 
enough to make fuch a demand, he himfelf was 
ready to advance the fum. The prieft then acquainted 
him with the vifit he had received the preceding night 
from his brother, by his order ; affuring him, that if 
he had been mafter of the fum, he fhould immedi- 
ately have fupplied it. — Well, fays the robber, I will 
no^ convince you whether my brother or I are moft 
to be believed ; you (halLgo with me to his houfe, 
which is but a few miles diftant. — On their arrival 
before the door, the robber called on his brother, 
who never fufpedting the difcovery, immediately came 
to the balcony; but t)n perceiving the prieft, he 
began to make excufes for his conduft* The robber 
told him, there was no excufe to be made ; that he 
only defired to know the faft, Whether he had gone 
to borrow money of that prieft in his name or not ?— 
On his owning he had, the robber with deliberate 
coolnefs lifted his blunderbufs to his fhoulder, and 
Ihot him dead ; and turning to the aftoniflied prieft, 
" You will now be perfuaded,'* faid he, " that I 
** had no intention of robbing you at l^aft." 

You 
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You may now judge how happy we miift be hi 
the company of our guards. I donr t know but this 
very hero may be one of them J as we are aflured 
they are two of the moft intrepid and refolute fel- 
lows in the iflarld. I will not clofe this letter, till I 
give you fome account of our journey. In the mean 
time, adieu. We are going to take a look of the 
churches and public buildings ; but with thefe I fliaU 
trouble you very little. 

2ift at night. We have been very well entertained^ 
both from what we' have feen and heard. We ufed 
to admire the dexterity of fome of the divers at 
Naples, when they went to the depth of forty-eight 
or fifty feet, and could not conceive how a man could 
remain three minutes under water without drawing 
breath ; but thefe are nothing to the feats of one 
Colas, a native of this place, who is faid to have lived 
for feveral days in the fea, without coming to land; 
and from thence got the fimame of Pefce,. or the fifh. 
Some of the Sicilian authors affirm, that he caught 
fifli merely by his agility in the water; and the credu- 
lous 'Kircher afferts, that he could walk acrofs the 
Straits at the bottom of the fea. — ^Be that as it will, 
he was fo much celebrated for fwimming and diving, 
that one of their kings (Frederick) came on purpofe 
to fee him perform : which royal vifit proved fatal to 
poor Pefce ; for the king, after admiring his wonder- 
ful force and agHity,' had the cruelty to propofe his 
diving near the gulph of Charybdis ; and to tempt 
him the more, threw ip a large golden cup, which 
was to be his prize fhould he bring it up. Pefce made 
two attempts, and aftonifhed the fpedators by the 
time he ren^ained under water ; but in the third, it 

is 
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is thought he was caught by the whirlpool,, as he* 
never appeared more ; and his body is faid to have 
bcfen found forae time afterwards near Taurominum 
(about thirty miles diftant), it having been obferved, 
that what is fwallowed up by Charybdis is carried 
foi^th by the current, and thrown out upon that 
coaft. On the contrary, nothing wrecked here was 
ever carried through the Straits, or thrown out on 
the north fide of Sicily, unlefs we believe what Ho- 
mer fays of the (hip of Ulyffes. 

We have been again to take a view of the Straits 
at this famous whirlpool, and ' are more and more 
convinced, that it muft be infinitely diminifhed ; in- 
deed, in comparifon of what it was, almoft reduced 
to nothing. The fea appeared to have no extraor- 
dinary motion there, and^fhips and boats feemed to 
pafs it with eafe. When we compare this its prefent 
ftate, with the formidable defcription of fo many 
ancient authors, poets, hiftorians, and philofophers, 
it appears indeed not improbable that this ifland has 
been torn from the continent by fome violent convul- 
fion, and that near to this fpot huge caverns have 
been ^opened, whith, drinking in the waters in one 
courfe of the current, and throwing them out in the 
other, may perhaps in fome meafure account for the 
phaenomena of Charybdis. — ITind it is defcribed both 
by Homer and Virgil, as alternatively fwallowing up, 
and throwing out every objeft that approached it*. 



• Dextrum Scylla latus, laevum implacata Charybdis 
Obfidet, atque imo barathri ter gurgite vaftos - 
Sorbet in abruptum flu<5tus, rurfufque fub auras 
Erigit alternosj et (idera verberat unda. 

Now, 



Now, 19 it not probable, that thefe caTerns m proce&-. 
of time have been, in a great nagafure, filled up by 
the immenfe Quantities of rocks, fand, gravel, &c« 
that ^ere perpetually carried in by the force of the 
current ?— I owtk I am not quite farisfied with this fo- 
lution, but at prefent I cannot think of a better :— 
The fad, however, is certain, that it muft have been 
a dreadful objeQi even in VirgiPs time, elfe he never' 
would have made -^neas and his fleet perceive its 
eSeQs at fo great a diftance, and immediately Tun otit 
to fea to avoid it ; nor would he have made Helenus* 
at fuch pains to caution him againfl: that dangerous 
gulph, and adyife him rather to make the whole tour 
of Sicily than attempt to pafs it. Indeed, it is (o 
often mentioned both in the voyage of -/Eneas and 
Ulyffes, and always in fuch frightful terms, that we 
cannot doubt of its having been a very terrible ol> - 
jed *. 

After 



* Seneca givej this account of it in a letter to Lucullus:. 
" 'Scyllam faxuni effe, et quidem terribile navigantibus optime 
•*^ fcio ; Charybdis an refpondeat fabuli» pcrfcribi mihi defi- 
" dero, fac nos certiorcs, utrum uno tantum vento agatur in 
**' vortices, an omnia tempifftas, ac mare illud contorqiieat, ef 
" an verom fit quidquid ilio freti turbine abreptum eft," &c- 

And the following is a. tranflation from Strabo. 

" Ante urbem P'aululum in traje^u Charybdis oftenditur : 
**• Profundum quidem immenfum : Quo inundationcs freti r 
" mirum in modunji navlgia detrahunt : magnas per circum- 
** duftiones,. et vortices precipitata, quibus- abforptis, ac diflb- 
** lutis; naufraglorum fragmenta ad Tauromitmiium littus 
" attrahuntur, &c. 
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After feeing the beautiful harbour of Mefliila, we 

have found nothing much worthy qf notice in the 

city. Some of the churches are handfome, and there 

are a few tolerable paintings. One ceremony from 

the account they give of it, I (hould like much to 

have feen : The celebration of the feaft of the Vara. 

It appears, indeed, to be a very Angular exhibition, 

and I am heartily forry it does not happen at this fea- 

f6n. In order to the more dignified appearance of 

the Virgin Mary on this ocCafion, they have invented a 

very curious machine, which I am told reprefents 

heaven, or at lead a part of it* It is of a huge iize, 

ind moves through the ftreet with vaft pomp and 

ceremony. In the center is the principal figure, 

which reprefents the Virgin; and a little higher, 

there are three others to denote the Trinity. Round 

tiiefe, there are a number of wheels, faid to be of a 

very curious conftruftion. Every wheel contains a 

legion of angels, according to their diflferent degrees 

of precedency; feraphims, cherubims, and powers. 

Thefe arereprefented by a great number of beautiful 

little chidren, all glittering in clothes of gold and filver 

tiffue ; with wings of painted feathers fixed to their 

fhoulders. When the machine is fet in motion, all 

thefe wheels move round, and the different choirs of 

angels continue in a conftant flutter, finging Halle- 



" Eft igitur Charybdis, (fays Salluft) mare periculofum 
** nautis ; quod contrariis flucluum curfibus, colKfionem facit, 
'< et rapta quoque abforbet.'* 

But thrfe are moderate indeed when compared to the de- 
fcriptions of the poets. 
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lujsdis round the Trinity and the Virgin during the. 
whole of the proceflion, and are faid to make atnofl: 
beautiful appearance. This is all I could learn of 
this lingular (how, neither were we admitted to fee 
the machine; confcious^ I fuppofe, of the ridicttle 
of which it is- fufceptiUe, they did not chufe to un** 
veil fo facred an objeft to the eyes of heretics.-— This 
ifland has ever been famous for the celebration of its 
feaftsj even in ancient as well as modem times. They 
fpare no expence ; and as they have a large fhare 
both of fuperftition and invention, they never fail to 
produce fomething either very fine, or very ridicu- 
lous. The feafl: of St. Rofolia at Palermo is faid to 
be the fined fhow in Europe, and cofts that city 
every year a large fum. They affure us there is more 
tafle and magnificence difplayed in it, than in any 
thing of the kind in Italy ; and advife us by all means 
to attend it, as it happens fome time near the middle 
of fummer, when we fhall probably be in that end 
of the ifland. 

If you pleafe we fliall now take leave of Meffina ; 
—I did not expefl: to make fo much out of it.— r— 
But it would not be fair neither : without at leafl . 
putting you in mind of the great veneration it has 
ever been held in by the reft of Sicily, for the affift* 
ance it gave to Count Rugiero in freeing, the ifland 
from the yoke of the Saracens ; in confideration of 
which, great privileges were granted it by the fuc- 
ceeding kings ; fome of which are faid ftill to remain^ 
It was here that the Normans landed ; and this city^ 
by the policy of fome of its own inhabitants^ was 
the firft conqueft they made ; after which their vie* 
torious arms were foon e^^tended over the whote 

E iflandj 
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iflftfid i and a fintii pisHod j^ui to the Saracm. tjrraitejf^ 
Cbuiit Ri^ero fked che4etit o^ geT&itimefit at Pft^ 
l^ni5$ knd^ ^^ j^oliti^l fyftem itf ih^ iflaftd upon 
a hM balk } df T^hkli th« fo^m (an^ th^ fDUMi abae) 
ft^ #dihadfi« to thia iky. H« dividend the trfiote 
ifland ifito thfen ^artsj iaiie b6 gati^ €0 his officers^ 
m§^^w 10 ihd chim^tv, and i third hi^ rc^ervied fot 
hittiMf^ .Of thde thnse branches h^ eompoibd fals 
{>a2^am^t^ that reipe^abte body^ of ."vidiich thefke*- 
ter^dn Qnly ftow esrifts : f6r st haii lo&g ago loll aU its 
bli)6dy nerves, and animal %iHts$ and for many ages 
^afl has been reduced to a per&^ caput n^ortuuoi. 
The fup0rftitiou« tyramsy of Spain tm not only, dc- 
fVroyed the national fpirit of its o\vn inhabitants^ but 
Ukemfe that of eirery ether cQuntry -which hsa faS^n 
under its power. Adi)eu« 

P. S. Apropos! Thert is dne thing I had almoft 
forgot, and I never (hould have forgiven myfclf. Do 
you know, the molt eictfaof dinary pl^nomaion m die 
world Is crften obfer^ed near td this place? I lattgh'd 
at it at firft^ as you will do ; but I am now convinced 
i^f its reality ; and am perfuaded too, that if ever.it 
hadbe^n thoroughly examined by a phiktfophical eye^ 
the Mtural caufe mult longago have been aiSgnied* 

It has ofteti bete f^^arked^ both by the ancients 
and moderns, that in the heat of futntner, after t^e 
feia dnd air have been much a^ted by winds^ and a 
perJPd£t calm ruc<:ee^ thei^ ^pea}% a^dut the time 
of dawn, in that part of the heairens over the Straits^ 
a great ¥ai!iety of Ai^alar forms» fome a^ reft and 
feme mo^g about with great veloc^y^ Th«fefonng^ 



hi ptopoortion as the light increales, fe^m to 1>ecoinr^ 
viore ai^ial ; t31 at laft, fome dme h^km ftm-vife^ 

'TK^Sidlktns r^efent diis as ch^ tnoft }>^ut^ur 
Sght in ^aajCaare; Leaiiti, one of theu" )ateft and belt 
tmta^) came h^e on purpofe to fee it : He fays, the 
heavens appear crovrded with a variety of objeds t 
He mentions palaces, iKKXKte, g^dens. Ice. befides 
die ^ures of me&, and oth^r animali^, that appear 
in «mion amongft them% No doubt, the imagiRa*- 
don nrnft ))e jgreat}y aiding^ in iTorming this aerial 
cre^^ion ; but as fo many of their authors, both an«- 
dent and modems agree in the fed, and givee an 
account cf it from their (ma obimation^ thet^ cer* 
ti^iy ipaft be ibme foundation for the ftory. There 
is on^ Giardma^ a Muit, isvho has lately wHtten €t 
trea^fe on this phenomenon, but I have, not beeti 
able to find it: Th^ cel^>rated Meffinefe Gallo hd& 
likewife pubtiflied fomething on this fingakr fubjed: ; 
if I cab procure either of them in the ifland, you (hall 
have a more perfeft account of it* The commbn 
people, a<xording to cuftom, give the whole merit to 
the devil ; and indeed it is by much the ihorteft and 
eafieft way of accounting for it : Thofe who pretend 
to be philofc^hers, and refufe him this honour, are 
greatly puzxled what to make of it. TTiey think 
it may be owing to ft>me uncommon refra^on^ 
or refleflioil of the rays, from the w^er of the 
Strait$; which, as it is at that time carried about in a 
variety of eddies and vwtexes, muft confequently, fay 
they, make a variety of appearances on any medium 
^here it is refleded. This, I think, is nonfenfe; or, 
at ieaft, very near it } and till th^ can fay more to 

E 2 the 
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the pai'pofe j I think they had much better jfaaTe lefif. 
ifiirti ihsL hands:,<)£.the old gentleman. * I Cufpecl it is. 
fomething in the nature of our Aurora..Bopealis ; and, 
Ijkp malny 6f tbe^gbeat pha^nomena of nature, depends 
\}J)(>n eleftrical caufes ; which^ in future ages, I h^ve 
Utfle dou ^c, will be found to be as powerful an agent 
in regulating the 'univerfe, as gravity is in this age, 
Qr aa thefubtile fluid wasin.the laft, 
^ The eleftrical fluid, i;x this, country of vokanos, i& 
probably produced in much greater quantity than in 
4ny other;- The air ftrongjy; irapregnatefl *witb this^ 
matter, and confined betwixt two ridges .of, moun- 
tains ; at the fame time exceedingly agitated from 
below by the violence of the current, and Ihe.impe^. 
ttjpus whirling of the waters i may it not be, fuppofed 
tp produce a variety of appearances ? And may not 
the lively Sicilian imaginations, animated by a belief 
in daemoiiB, and all the wild oflfspriftg of fuperftition, 
give thefe appearances as great a variety of forms? 
^.emepiber, I do not fay. it, is fo j and hope yet to 
have it in my power to give you a better account of 
tjiis matter. However, if you (hould.fuppqfe me in 
this (lory, or in any future one I may tell you, to be 
inclined to the. fabulous, you vyill pleafe to remember, 
that i ^m now in the country of fable j this ifland 
having given rife to more perhaps, except Greece, 
than all the world befide. You have, therefore, only 
to fuppofe that thefe regions are ftill contagious; 
and call to mind that mount JEtna has ever been the 
great mother of monfters and chimeras both in the. 
apcient and the modem world. . However, . I fliall, if 
ppflible, keiep free of the infeftion^ and entertain 
you only with, fuch fubjefils as fall und^^r my own ob- 

, . fervation. 



fervadte.* But indeed, from what' I htiVe .ilrSad^ff^ 
heard'cftlmt-wondeiful mountain, the moft moderailel 
acc<5^ht of it wouM appear .highly -fabulous to 'all' 
Aichl as are unacquainted with obj&€ts<>f this klndV 
Adieu. We think of jfetting off to-morroW by day-! 
break. ' I am^ forty it has xurt been a ilorm, that w»' 
might iiave.'had a xrhance of feeing Pandemohiutn: 
reared. over our beads, and ali the devils at :war)b 
around JL. ^: •• - r * ' ^ ^ /vi? 

. I (hall leave thi» to be fent by the- firft p^ft, andt 
iiall write you aga^i fironl Catania, if ^ we efcape ua- 
hurt^fram all the perils of ;^tna, - 

.'■-'■.: ..':•;:: ^ S ''I Adieu. . . " 



LETTER V. _ 

\ • ' Giardini, hear Tauromrauni, Mjty 2^3?^ 

XXT'E have had a delightful journoy, -and if aft 
Sicily be but as agreeable,' W3 Ihali not repeii? 
of our expedirioh; 'We'l^ft Mcffina:' early this tn'orni? 
ing, with* fix muies'for ourfelves and ferVantsV "and* 
two for bur biggage. - This train, I affiire you, inakes"- 
no contemptible appearance; particulaTly when you 
eall to' mind our front'and rear-guard; by much the 
moft'confpicuous part of it. Thefe are two great 
drawcanfir figures, armed cap-a-pie; with a broaff 
hafngel^, two enormous piftols, and a long arquebufef 
This they 'kept Coct'd and ready for aftibn in ili fuf3 
pMbii^ ph^ces ; i wh'ef^ (Rey reeouAtedWibtindarice 6B 
wc*»defful' ft(5ri<?feJ &f^ fpbbefie8-%n"d Ymirders; fom$? 
of them with'fucR ^drylmiiiiKecircuittftanfces, thaf'f 
' ' '-••' E 3 ^na 
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aift folly peifutded th^ trhemfelvw^ wf » Afpfftfi^^^ 
pd aft<;w. . Hovt^r^tt I look upoB wr fi|i^i|iiO«a, a# 
perfo^ly fecwci ; Ibey pay w grt^t r«fpfft> zb4 tak^ 
tb^ Utmoft l^aim thM it^ ftall t»>t; be mp^M upCHU 
ladted) I tbisik they hx^ofe upbn isvery b<3dy esKO^ 
W{ jbr they la^ tW bilk accoiddntg to xbtvr jpkafim; 
and fuch <be$kj^ ^^ I ^ver piid belfoxie» -To-dsiy'a 
<Mtmer for ekv^eii me<i (oiajr thr^ muteteem mclbded) 
and feeding for ten mules and horfes, did nofi amount; 
tp half a gulam. And, al&otl^ wb pay lijehi higlw 
(an. Qunce^ a diay e^ch) yet I aA pcriuaded they fkve 
ns at ieafi: one half of it oil our biUs* TI»y ^ntsr* 
tained ut tbith fome of their feats, and make no 
fcriiple of owning their having put feveral people 
to death ; but addf '^ Ma& tutti, tutti honorabil« 
** mente,*' — ^That is to fayy they^did not do it in a 
daftardly manner, nor without juft provocation. 

The fea-coaft of Sicily is very rich ;: the fides of 
forne of tl^ mount^s are highly cultivatedl, and 
j^efent the mofl: agreeable a(ped that can b^ inta^ 
^nedj-^corn, wine, oil, and filk, all mixe^ tdg&« 
th^r, and m the §reat^ abujid^ce; However, thej 
cultivated part is but fmall in proportion to what is 
lying wafte, and only feryes to- (hew the great fertility 
pf this iita^d,, t^ere it peopled, and in indi|ftriou€^ 
Jtiand^i^ iThe fides of the road ar^ covered with a^ 
xzxi^pf pf flowers and of fhfwerin^ ilirubi^} krnt oi 
^m e3(;ceedingly beautiluL Tl^^ inclpfni^s are ms^ 
of them fenced ^th hedges of the t^^J^ fig) o^* 
prickly pear J as. in Spa^ ancj Forti^V; sffdour 
giiide^ a^i^ uq^ tk^t in many ^ the Pfir^he4 ravines 
wwndiEtnftji th^i«e are plfiHty ef lyeea ^/trhicfc fjw># 
4uce both Qflttamco a^ pepper i mifyMmg^ th^ 



aUoiK, as tkofi^ pf tb« %ice iOatuIf, )>Qt which ar§i fp{4 
to the merchsuUB at a low pript, by a &t ^f l>aa<Ut{i^ 

vm^ with t)}e true pq)per md 4nfw»ofi htom %hf 
Indies 9 md fent ov/er all £iuppe. 

11}^ ro^ £raQi A^ina to tbi$ pbupa i$ ^^t^F^^^V 
ro3»an(ic« It \p^ tk^ whole w|iy along the <:p9A> lap^ 
icooxmaud^ the vii^ of Calabria, a;^ ^ foiitli pm 
f)( the Strait$ i covered with ch^cs, galleys^ ^t- 
Jipt^^ aAd a qu^Atity ^f iiihwg bc^t^. Th^ view pu 
the rjght hao4 i|s confia^ by fa%h oiomat^ifiSy en tb^ 
v^ry (4piaii|ts ^ wh^ph they iuv^ byUt f^Vi^al confir 
id^i^bik toyf^ and villaigeK, which ixdth th^cbijirch^s 

Th«y iMit^ i5hoiw |W$ ^evgtei fit^tiw^, I %P!?fct, 
with » double vw 5 te proteft th^m b^th from ihfir 
i^nemief;^ aini frpm the yiotent he?^ of ^ e.limsite ; 
ThisforenoQti we found it exceffiy^, b^tihad thefi&eft 
iwimmiiig in the vorW ,bi^pre 4imer ; which fcept us 
cool aad fre& for all the reft of the ^ay. We h^ve 
befides j>ravided o^felvi^s with ^.nnhr^a^^ without 
vhichi H *hi8 ieafiwj, travelling wpuW he impj^c- 
licablieu 

3etwixt thi$ place a^d^ Medina, a little to tl^ 
ngJsLt, life the nKHUK^taias, fprme^ly called the }!^i^ 
jbrodes; and ^ewife the aiountaiB of Neptune^ 
«irhich is reckoned the h%his# of that chm^. It is 
^:elebrated for a gulph or crater loa it$ fiinKnit^ from 
wliepce, at partiatlar^es, thc^ i0\ie^^9 eix:<eediiig 
cgW wind, with fuph -vipleaee thftt U i^ di^mh it> 
SipfTiOs^di iu I miS forry to ipaifs this fmgal^r moun- 
tain, ^)utit Wiould vhave del9ry«d tis^a.^ajr or twotp 
yifit it J wad ^WP are ihftft^ifig witji impatience «o ^ 

£ 4 much 
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much greater objeft : it is now named II monte 
Scuderio, and is feid to be fo high that the Adriatic 
can be feen from its fummit.- From the defcription 
they give of it, it appears evidently to be an old vol- 
cano. The Niflb takes -its rife from this mbuhfain ; 
a river renowned in antiquity for the gold found in 
its channel ; for which reafon, it was by the Greeks 
called Chryfothoas, It is faid, the remains of the 
ancient gold mines are ftill to be feen near the fource 
of this river ; but the modem matters of Sicily have 
never been enterprifing enough to^ explore them. 
It was on this charming coaft, where the flocks of 
Apollo were kept by his daughters, Pteethufa ahd 
Lampetie; the feizing of which byUIyfles* compa* 
nions, proved the caufe of theii: deaths, and of all his 
fubfequent misfortunes. The mountain of Taurb-i 
mina is very high and deep, and the 'road up to it is 
exceedingly rugged. 

This once famous city is now reduced to an infig- 
nificant burgh ; yet even thefe fmall remains give a 
high idea of its former magnificence. The theatre, 
I think, is accounted the largeft in the world.* It 
appears to me greatly fuperior to jthat of Adrian's 
villa n^ar Rome. It is entire enough, to give a very 
tolerable idea of the Roman theatre, and indeed 
aftoniflies by its vaftnefs ; nor can I conceive how any 
voice could extend through the prodigious number 
of people it muft have contained. I paced about 
one quarter of it ; over the boxes that \Vere intended 
for the women, which is not near the outward circle 
of all ; the reft is fo broken, that I could get no far- 
. ther. It meafured about 1 20 prdinary fteps, fo that 
you may conceive the. greatnefs of the wholes The 

feats 
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feats front mount \^tna, which makes a glorious 
appearance from thfe place ; and no doubt has often 
diverted their attention from the fcene. It ar&s 
from an immenfe bafe^ and mounts equally o^ aU 
fides to its fummit: It is j lift now throwing ouf to- 
lumes of white fmoke, which do not rife in the air, 
but feem to roll down the fide of the mountain like a 
vaft torrent. The afcent of -ZEtna on each lide is com- 
puted at about 30 miles, and tlie ciikrumference of its 
bafe at' 1^6 : I think it 4oes not* appear to be fo 
much; tutl fhatt probably be enabled to give you 4 
fuller ^cCdum of it afterwards.^ ..■* :.i .1 

Aftei^ admiring th^gxeat theatre df Taiurbnunum^ 
we went' to examine the Naurtiacbia, !aQd the i^fer- 
voirs for fupplying it with water. About ^56 pa^ 
of one frde of the wSU bf the' NaumacWa remains { 
but as this is not complefe, there i$ no judging of its 
original: dimensions. This iS fuppofed to have been 
a large iquare, inclofed with ftrong Avails, and ca^ 
pable of being filled with water on occafioii ; intended 
for the exhibition of fea-fights,:and afU naval exer^ 
cifes: There were four refervoirs for fupplying thi$ 
with water* All are upon the fame grand fcale; One 
of thefe isf almoft entire ; it is fupported by a great 
number of ftrong pillars, in the fame manner a^ thofe 
of Titus' baths at Rome, and feveral others you may 
have feen in Italy.-— I \^ould dwell longer on objects 
of this kind; but I am perfuaded defcriptioris can 
give but a' very imperfeft idea oftheih ; and to mark 
out the precife dimenfions 'with a'matKematic^ 
exaftnefs, .where there is hotfiin^' Vei-y remarkable^ 
muft furely be but a dry work, both to tire 'writer 
and reader. 1 fhall therefore content niyfelf (ffiope 
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ft TTifl contort you too) wkb epdeavpurlgg to com^ 
tunicate, ds entire as poifibl<e^ tlie £ime impr^<Hi I 
i»)fi^lf iQiall receive, vdthout deiceading t<K>tflVKh to 
l^aruculars^ or fatiguing myfblf or you with the 
lo^illiiratioa of antique walls, jnerely becaufe they are 
jhch^ except where there is indeed iemeHl^g very 
finldbg md ^USereiit too> froqi what has alr^y been 
defcribed in Italy* 

I own I defp^ir o( fuccefs : F^w things I believe 
^ writmg being more dificult (hm thu§ *^ ^'emparel: 
.** de Vims^mihn/^ to fdae^-^ft make P^rfelvcs 
jnafters of the reader's inaagi^on, to carry it fdong 
with Uj8 ^ropgli every fce»e, a^d Hwikft it in « man- 
a^ congenW with our owii ) «very proQ)eft openiag 
l^D Him with the f^me Ugiut, and aiiQng m ih^ ia^a^ 
frolour^, ajod at the fam^ inft^^t^ too, as upoA us; 
For where defcn^tiws fail in this, the^ f^lfitfiire of 
rea^g them muft be Very trivial Now^ perhs^s^ 
this fame journal ftyk jis the n^ fayouratde of aay 
to produce th^fe f&edis. It i«r ^t 1^ the moft agji^ee^ 
aUe tjo the wriiter; who nev^er has hi$ CubjeiS: to 
feek, bn): need's only recoiled: wh:^ has ^^fled fioce 
he laft laid down the pen, and travel the day over 
agam ; and if he travels it to good purpofe^ it Ought 
10 be equally agreeable to the rea(kr tpo^ wk<^ 
thereby becomes one of the party, and beiirs a-ftare 
in ail the pleafures of the journey wii^hout iufeiix^ 
from the fatigws «rf ic 

One of my greateH difiScuIties, | fee, will be the' 
jKnding proper places to write ini^ for the i^ins are al^ 
together execrable, and there is no fuch thing a$ 
gettiz^ a xoom to one's felf: I am juft now writing 
on the end of a barrel, which I ^chofe nath^ than the 

table. 
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table, as it 19 farther removed from noi&» I muft 
therefore entreat ycm^ once for all| to excufe incor^ 
redneb and waj^t gf ^metbod^ How caa one be xoi^ 
tbodicid upon a barrel l^t has ev^r been the moft 
declared eneo^y to m^h$d« You iQight as weU e^tipefik 
a &rmoQ from Baochwi ox ^ coher^it fpeech frani 
our friend lord ~--^ after he has Uniflied the third 
bottle. You will be pleafed then juit to take things 
a$ they ai;Gur. W^re I obliged ta be &xiSt\y methtvi 
dical, I fhould have no pleafure in :^iting you thefft 
letters } and then^ if my pofition i$ juft, you coul4 
bave no pleafure in reading them« 

Our guards have procured ua b<^i thoagh not 
in the tciwn of Tauraminuoi, but in Giardinii a yU« 
Isge at the foot of the mountain on which it fbnds* 
The people are extremely attentive, and have pro* 
duced us an excellept fupper and good wine, which 
aow waits— but ftiall wait no longer. Adieu. To* 
roprrow we intend to cHmb mount iEtna on chis (its 
«aft) fide, if we find k praifticable. 

Ever yours. 



LETTER VI. 



Caiaaifv May 44^ 
T AM abtofdy ahMil ttm day^ in endears. Y^fkm4tf 
m wwe io miich fatigued with the abcmua^e 
road$ of mount iSStaa, that I was ii6t able to widd 
a pen}' ^uid tonjay, I aflore you, h«s by fio meatta 
b^^ a day of vefti faowevern I mud aoc detey ai^. 

; longer. 
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lon^i^ oAcrwife I fhall nefet be-able'to malce up my 
fee-wayi I- am afraid you will fiiflFer more from ' the 
fifigues of tfee journey than I at firfl- appreherfided. 
^ We left Giardini at five o'clock. ''- About half a 
ftiife farther the fi)-ft' region^^' moiint {iffitna begins,- 
ixid here they' have- fet up the ftatue ^f a fekit, for 
fetvingprevaited the fava from running up the liioun^ 
fein of Tauromkium, ^nd deftroying the adjacent coun- 
tfy; which the -people think it -ii^itainly muft. have 
done, had it' not been for thiJ kind interpofitioh j-but 
ie'verywifdy,as^dlas^humanery, con<^uQ;ed it down 
a low valley to the fea.'-*' . ■" ■ — -*" *■ -I ^ * 
- We. left the- feaiania road-6n the 16ft, iafid be|;an to 
afcend the thouhtairi,- in <order to vifit tbfe cetfebrated 
tree^ known by the nattie of// Cq/iagho 3e Cento Cavallr 
(the chefnut tree of a hundred- Iforie^ ; ^ which for 
feme centuries pafl: Has-been looked upon as one of the 
greateft wonders of -ZEtn^.^ We had likewife propofed 
(if poffible) to gain the fumfnit of the 'fountain, by 
this fide, and to defcenttby-the-fide of 'CatatihJ but 
we were foon convinced of the impoffibility of this, 
and obliged, with a good deal of reluctance, to relin* 
qui(h that part of our fcheme. 

As we advanc^diif-the'-flf^teglon of ^tna, we 
obferved that there had been eruptions of fire all over 
this country at a grqjit dift^rticqfrofi the fummit, or 
principal crater of the mountain. On our road to the 
vittagi^V^JPiedfrionte, I took notice of feveral very con- 
ftAhrsAi^iYztsrs^' andJl;bnbs^^a'^ large fise^ fcatiered 
set! amand;ithatiiad been difc^hi^rged from them^ Thefe 
ftones ait pridfirfkyrfuch ^ ar^ thrown out of the crater 
<tfi|ftotiniVefuviul ;. and indeed, ^the fava too fe^ms to 
iKP^afveHeiamen^uz^jitbaugh'i^ath^r'morepc^M - j 
•r^'^' : The 
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The diftance from Giardini toPiedinonte is oaly tea 
miles, but as the road is exceedingly rough and diiEcuk,* 
we took near four hours to travel it. The barometer, 
which at Giardini (on the fea fide) flood at 29 inches 
ten lines, had now fallen to 27 : 3. Farenheit'stheTf 
mometer (made by Mr. Adams; in London) 75 
degrees. We. found the people extremely curious 
and inquifitive to know our errand, which when :wd 
told, many of them offered to accompany us. Of 
thefe we chofe two ; and after drinking our tea, whichi 
was matter of great fpeculation to the inhabitants, wfaa 
had never before feeh a breakfaft of this kind^ we 
began to climb the mountain. 

We were direfted for five or fix miles of our roadf 
by an aquedud:, which the prince of Palagonia has 
made at a great expence, to fupply Piedmonte wilfc 
water. After we left the aquedud, the afcent becamd 
a good deal more rapid, till we arrived at the beginning^ 
of the fecond region; called by the natives la Regivne 
Sylvofa^ or the woody region ; becaufe it is compofed 
of one vaft foreft, that extends all around the. moun* 
tain. Part of this was deftroyed by a very fmguiar 
event, not later than the year 1755.— During jia 
eruption of the volcano, an immenfe torrent of boilingr 
water iflued, as is imagined, from the great crater of 
the mountain, and in an inftant poured down to >it» 
bafe ; overwhelming and ruining every thing it mst 
with in its courfe* Our condudors (hewed us the 
traces of this torrent, which are ftill very vifible'; but 
are now beginning to recover vQ-dure and vegetation^ 
whicti for ifome time appeared tohavebeen-lpft. * Tbfi 
track it has left, feems to be about a .mile a]\d-^ :)i9i6 
Woadj aa^i5f'fomppla(;is:ftill jpiore,. . . .7 r;.^ ^t."*; 

' ' ' The 
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The eommoft opimoia^ I find, is that this ifztac V9^ 
tailed by the power of fuftion, dirougfa iomt commiD' 
tdcttion faetwixt the vokano ftod the fea ; the abfurdky 
irf vhicfa is Ux> gl^iog to need a mfbtatioti. The 
power of fudion alon^^ even fuppafing a perSsfk 
Tacuum, could siever raife vater to more thaa thirty** 
ihree or thirty<*fbar &et, larhkh is equal to the weight 
of a cohimn of air the whole height x>f jthe atmof« 
phefe. But this drcumftaiu^e^^ I (hoiUd imagine, ngtigbt 
fee eafiily enough accounted for ; either by a (bream of 
laara fidliqg fiaddeoly mto one of the vailies of fnow 
that Ocaipy the higher regions of the mouniain, tod 
melting it down : or, what I think is ftill more 
irx^ble, thsit the malted fnow, finding vaft caverns 
and rsfervoirs in the mountain, wher? it is lodged for 
J^ne time, tiM the exceffive heat of the lava below 
burfts the fides of the& cavernd, produces this phse* 
emocnon, which has bden matter of great ipecvd^ou 
fo liie Sicilian philofophers, and has employed die pens 
df fevcaral of them. The &me thutg happened in an 
^mp&m of yefttvks iaft century, and in an inftant 
five^ awsy about 500 people, who, were marching m 
procf^iott at the foot of the n^oumain, to implore the 
iBMKlbdodoftSl. lanuariiis. 

Near to liiis plaoe me pafied through fomebeauttful 
wiods (tf tKirkandevef-greeii oak, growing abfolutely 
^» of the lava, the foil havbg as y<$t hardiy fiHed the 
crevices ^chat porous fubftance ; ^nd, iiot a gipeat 
^^ father, I obfrn-A^ed ferveral Idite mo«mtabs that 
iMoied to have baw formed iby ^ late^rUpuc^, I dif* 
ttAAnted iv^m my t^uk, «md eUifi^bed to the top of 
4Mtti ilt% H^ are l<^ven i^ number ; every one of 
theka with a regular «Up or 42m^ <^^ top^ and m 

fome 
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fome the great gulph ct (as riiey call k) Vofagimf^ 
that had difcharged the burnt mattei^ of which thefe 
fittletnoimtaiiis afe fbpsied^ is ftill opem I tumbhd 
flones down into tfaefe gulphd, and heard the ndik 
for a Ibng thne after. Ail the fields rounds to ae(Mt« 
fiderahlc diftance, are covered with hrge burnt fi^oneft 
difcharged from thefe little volcanos. 

From this place, it is not lefs than five or fix miles 
to the great diefntit.tree«, through forefts growing 
<«it of the lava j in feveral places almoft impafiablc. 
Of thefe trees there are many of an enormous fiare j 
but the Gaftagjfio de Cento Cavalli is by much the 
moft Celebrated. I have even fonnd it marked in ast 
old map of Sicily, publifhed near an hundred years 
ago ; and in atl the maps of JEtna, and hs environs, 
it makes a very confpicuous figure. 1 own ! was by 
no means ftruck with hs appearance, as^ it does not 
feem to be one tree, but a bufli of five large trees 
growing together* We complained to our guides of 
the rmpofition ; when they unanimoully aflured us, 
that by the univerial tradition and even teftimony of 
the country, all thefe were once united m one ftem ; 
that their grand»fathers remembered this, when it was 
looked upon as the glory of the foreft, and vifited 
from all quarters } that for many years pad it had 
been reduced to the venerable ruin we beheld. We 
began to esreunine it with more attention, and found 
that there was indeed an appearance as if thefe five 
fences hfbd ifeatty hem once united in one. the opening 
in the middle is at prefent prodigious j and it does 
indeed require faith to believe, that fo vaft a fpace 
was once occupied by foJid timber— But there is no 
appearance of btrk on the infide of any of the ftumps^ 
4 nor 
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nor on the fides that are oppofite to one anothen Mi^* 
Gloyer and I meafured it feparately, and brought it 
exaSly to the fame fize; viz. 204 feet round. If 
thi^ was once united in one folid ftem, it oiufl with 
juftice indeed have been looked upon as a very won- 
derful phasnomenon in the veget^ible world, and was 
defervedly (iyled the glory of the foreft. 

I have fince been told by the Canonico Recupero, 
an ingenious ecclefiaftic of this place, that he was at 
the expence of carrying up peafants with tools, to dig 
round the Caftagno de Cento Cavalli, and he affures 
me, upon his honour, that he found all thefe ftems 
united below ground in one root. , I alleged that fo 
extraordinary an objeft mufl have been mentioned by 
many of their writers.. He told me that It had, and 
produced feveral examples; Philateo, Carrera, and 
, ibme others. Carrera begs to be excufed from telling 
its dimenfions, but fays, he is fure there was wood 
enough in that one tree to build a large palace. Their, 
poet Bagolini too has celebrated a tree of the fame 
kind, perhaps the fame tree*; and Maffa, one of 
their moft efteemed authors, fays he has feen folid 
oaks upwards of 40 feet round ; but adds, that the fize 
of the chefnut-trees was beyond belief, the hollow of 
one of which, he fays, contained 300 fheep ; and 30 
people on horfeback had often been in it at a time. 
1 fliall not pretend to fay, that this is the fame tree 
he means; or whether it ever was one tree or not. 



* Supremos inter inontes monftrofior omni 
Moaftrofi fjttum ftipitis iSltna dedit • 
Caflaneaxn genutt^ ciijus modo concave cortex 
Turxnam equitum haud parTam.continet> atqa&greges» Sr.c. 

There 
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There are many others that are well deferving the 
euriofity of travellers. One of ^ thefe, about a mile 
and a half higher on the mquntain, is called II 
Cajtagno del Galea ; it rifesfrom one folid ftem to a 
confiderable height, after which it branches out, and^ 
is a much, finer objeS than the other. T meafured it 
about two feet from the grbund, and found it 76 feet 
round. There ,is a third called // Cajiagno del Nave^ ' 
that is pretty nearly of the fame fize. All thefe 
grow on a thick rich foil, formed originally, I believe, 
of aflies thrown oui by th^ mountain. 

The climate here is much more temperate thafi in 
the firft region of jEtna, where the exceffivef heats 
muft ever prevent a very luxuriant vegetation. I ' 
foutid the barometer had now fallen to '26: Sli'. 
which announces dJn elevatibn of very near 4000 feet ; 
equivalent in the opinion of fome of the French aca- • 
demicians', to 18 dt 20' degrees of Js^ldtude in the 
formation of a climate* . • v 

The vaft quantity of nitre contained iii the aflies of 
J2tna^ probably 'iconfritultes greatly tcy increafe the lux- 
uriance of this vegetation; and the air too, ftrongly 
impregnated with it- from the fmoke oi the volcano^ 
muft create a conflant fupply of this fait, termed by '- 
fome, not withbut reafon, the food of vegetables. ' 

There fs the ruinis of a hbiife in the in(ide of the 
great chefnut- tree which had been built for holding^ 
the fruit it bears, which is 'ftill confiderable ; here we * 
dined with excellent appetite, and being convinced, 
that it was in vain to attempt getting to the top of 
the mountain on that fide, we began to defcend; 
and after a very fatiguing journey over old lavas, 
now become fertile fields and rifch vineyards^ we ar- 

F rived 
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xived about ftmfet at Jaci ReaJe^ where, with no fmall 
difficulty^ we at laft got lodging in a convent of Do- 
minicans^ 

The laft lava we croffed before our arrival there, is 
of a vaft extent, I thought we never ihould have had 
d&ne with it ; it cet'tainly is not lefs than fix or feven 
D^les broad, and appears in many places to be of ^ 
enormous 4^pth. 

. When we game near the fea, I was defirons to fee 

' what form it had affumed in meeting with the water. 

I went to examine it, and found it had driven back 

tfee waves for upw^ds of a mile, and had formed a 

l^ge Wack high promontory, where -before it was 

dfep waten This lava, I imagiJEied,'from it$ barren- 

n^fs, for it is as yet covered with a very fcanty foil, 

h^d run from the mountain only a few ages ago; 

bjut was furprif^d to be informed by Signor Recu- 

pero, the hiftoriographer of ^tna, that this very 

lava is mentioned by Diodorus Siculus to have burft 

from iEtna in the time of thct fecond Punic war, 

wj^en Syracuf^ was befieged by the Romans* A 

detachment was fent from Xiurominum to the relief 

of the befi^ged. They were flopped on their march 

by this ftrea^ of lava, which hsi^ving reached the fea 

before their arrival at the foot of the mountaia, had 

cut oflF their paflagp ; and, o^)l^d them to return by 

the back of ^tna, upwards of iqo mi)^$ about. His 

authority for this, he tells roe, was taken from in* 

fcriptions on Roman monuments found on this lava, 

and that it was likewifis^ well afib^rtained by many of 

the old Sicilian authors. • Now as this is about 2000 

years ago, one would have imagined, if lavas hs^e a 

regular progrefs in becoming fertile fields, that this. 

muft 
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muft long ago have become at leaft arable: this 
however is n6t the cafe, and it is as yet only covered 
with a very fcanty vegetation, and incapable of pro- 
ducing either corn or vines. There are indeed pretty 
large trees growing in the crevices, which are full of 
a rich earth j but in all probability it will be feme 
hundred years yet, before there is enough of it ta 
render this land of any ufe to the proprietors. 

It is curious to conlider, that the furface of thi$ 
black and barren matter, in procefs of time, becomes 
one of the moft fertile foils upon earth : But what 
muft be the time to bring it to its utmoft perfeflion, 
when after 2000 years it is ftill in moft places but a 
barren rock ?— Its progrefs is poffibly as follows. The- 
lava being a very porous fubftance, eafily catches the 
duft that is carried about by the wind; which, at 
firft^ I obferve only yields a kind of mofs j this rot- 
ting, and by degrees fncreafing the foil, feme fmall 
meagre vegetables are next produced ; which rotting 
in their turn, are likewife converted into foiL But 
this progrefe, I fuppofe, is often greatly accelerated 
by (howers of afhes from the mountain, as I have; 
obiierved in fome pbces the richeft foil, to the depth, 
of 5 or 6 feet and upwards ; and ftill below that, 
nothing but rocks of lava. It is in thefe fpots that 
the trees arrive at fuch an immenfe fize. Their roots* 
(hoot into the crevices of the lava, and lay fuch hold 
of it, that there is no inftance of the wind's tearing 
them up y though there are many, of its breaking off 
their largeft branches. A branch of one of the great 
chefnut-trees, where we paffed yefterday, has faUent 
acrofs a deep gully, and formed a very commodious 
bridge over the rivulet below. * Tlie people fay it 

F ^ was 
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was done by St. Agatha, the guardian faint of the 
mountain, who has the fuperintendence of all its 
operations. 

* In the loweft part of the firft region of iEtna, the 
harveft is almoft oyer ; but in the upper parts of the 
fame region, near the confines of the Regione Syl- 
vofa, it will not begin for feveral weeks* 

The reapers, as we went along, abufed us from all 
quarters, and more excellerit black-guards I have 
never met with ; but ihdeed, bur guides were a full 
match for them. They began as foon as we were 
within bearing, and did not finifli till we were got 
quite without reach of their voices, which they ex- 
tended as much as they could. As it was all in 
' Sicilian, we could make very little of it, but by the 
interpretation of our guides ; however, we could 
Hot help admiring the volubility and natural elocu- 
tion with which they fpoke. This cuftom is as old 
as the time of the Romans, and probably much 
older, as it is mentioned by Horace^ and others of 
their authors. It is ilill in vogue here as much 
as ever; the mafters encourage it; they think 
it gives them fpirits, and makes the' work go on 
more cheerfully ; and I believe they are right, for it 
is amazing what pleafure they feemed to take in it, 
and what laughing and merriment it occafioned. 

•I forgot to mention that we paffed the fourc6 of 
the famous cold river (Iljiume FreddoJ. This is the 
liver fo celebrated by the poets in the fable of Acis and 
Galatea. It was here that Acis was fuppofed to have 
been killed by Polyphemus, and the gods out of 
compaffion converted him into this river; which, as 
ftill retaining the terrour infpired by the dreadful 
6 voice 
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voice of the Cyclops, runs with great rapidity, and 
about a mile from its fource throws itfelf into the lea. 
It rifes at once out of the earth a large ftream. Its 
water is remarkably pure, and fo extremely cold, that 
it is reckoned dangerous to drink it ; but I am told^ 
it has likewife.a poifonoiis quality, which proceeds 
from its being impregnated with vitriol to fuch a de- 
gree, that cattle have often been killed by it. It never 
freezes ; but, what is remarkable, it is faid often to 
contradt a degree of cold greater than that of ice. 

Thefe particulars I was informed of by the priefts 
at Aci ; which place, anciently called Aci Aquileia, 
and feveral others near it, Aci Caftello, Aci Terra, 
&c. take their names from the unfortunate Ihepherd 
Acis. 

A little to the eaft of the river Acis, is the mouth 
of the river Alcantara, one of the moft confiderable 
in the ifland. It takes its rife on the north fide 
of mount JEtna, and marks out the boundary of 
the mountain for about 60 miles. Itb courfe has 
been flopped in many places by the eruptions of the 
volcano ; fo that, ftridly fpeaking, the Ikirts of 
-Sltna extend much beyond it ; though it has gene- 
rally been confidered as the boundary. We paffed 
it on our way to Piedmonte, over a large bridge 
built entirely of lava ; and near to this the bed of 
the river is continued for a great way, through one 
of the moft remarkable, and probably one of the 
moft ancient lavas that ever ran from JEtna. In 
many places the current of the river, which is ex- 
tremely rapid, has worn down the folid lava to the 
depth of 50 or 60 feet. Recupero, the gentleman 
I; have mentioned, who is engaged in writing the na- 

F 3 tural 
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tural hiilory of j^tna,, tells me, he had examined this 
lava with great attention, and he thinks that its 
courfe, including all its windings, is not lefs than 40 
miles. , It ifiued from a mountain on the north fide 
of jEtna, and finding fome valleys that lay to the 
eaft, it took its courfe that way, interrupting the 
Alcantara in many places, and at laft arrived at the 
fea not far from the mouth of that river. 

The city of Jaci or Aci, and indeed all the towns 
on this coaft, are founded on immenfe rocks of lava, 
^ beaped one above another, in fome places to an 
^mazing height; for it appears that thefe flaming 
torrents, as foon as they arrived at the fea, were 
hardened into rock ; which not yielding any longer to 
the preflure of the liquid fire behind, the melted 
matter continuing to accumulate, formed a dam of 
fire, which, in a ihort time, run over the folid front, 
pouring a fecond torrent into the ocean : this was 
immediately confoUdated, and fucceeded by a third, 
and fo on. 

Many of the places on this coaft ftill retain their 
^incient names j but the properties afcribed to them' 
by the ancients are now no more. The river Acis, 
which is now fo poifonous, was of old celebrated for 
the fweetnefs and falubrity of its waters * ; which 
Theocritus fays, were ever held facred" by the Sicilian 
Ihepherds. 

We were furprifed to find that fo many places re- 
tained the nam^ of this fwain, who I imagined had 
never exifted, but in the imagination of the poets ; 

* Qjiique per ^Etiueos Acjs petit sequora fines, 
£t dnlce gratum N^reide pcrluit und<^. . Sii.. Ital. 

But 
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But the Sicilian authors fay, that Acis was the name 
of a king who reigned in this part of the illand^ in 
the time of the moft remote antiquity ; in cohfirma- 
tion of which, Mafla gives the tranflation of an in* 
fcription found near Aci CafteUof. He is faid to 
have been (lain in a fit of jealoufy by Polyphemus, otte 
of the giants of ^tna, which gave rife to the fabk« 
Anguillara, a Sicilian poet, in relating this ftory, gives 
a tremendous idea of the- voice of Polyphemus ; the 
paffage has been greatly admired. 

^* Tremo per troppo horrore ^tna ; e Tifto 
'^ Fece maggior la fiamma ufcir del mohte % 
" E PacchinOf c Peloro, c Lilibeo 
** Quafi attuflFar nel mar Taltera fronte % 
** Cadde if martel di man ncl monte iEtnaeo, 
** All Re di Lenno, a Sterope, e a Bronte ; 
** Fugir fiere & augei di lor ricetto \ 
** E fi ftriufe ogni madre il figlio al Petto.** 

You will obferve, however, that the Sicilian- poet 
cannot in juftiee claim the entire merit of thefe lines, 
as they are evidently borrowed from VirgiPs defcrip- 
dott^f the found of the Fury Aledto's horn, in the 
7th -Snied. The laft Hne, perhaps/ the moft beauti* 
ful of the whole, is almoft word for word, 

" Et trepidac matres preflere ad pe£lora natos.*' 

OGNIiE, SATURNINE. MTiiMM 
DEO RUM, 
MARTI, FILIJE, UXOR!. 
IN PORTU 
SEPULCHRUM, TE^MPLUM, ET ARCEM 
ACIS, , 
FAUliri FILIUS. PICI NEPOS, ^ 
SATURNI PRONEPOS, 
LATINI PRATER. 

F4 It 
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It has been obferved too, by fome critics, that 

»even this defcription of Virgil is not his own, but 

^copied from the account that Apollonius RhbdiiK 

-gives of the roaring of the dragon that guarded the 

. golden fleece*; fo that you fee there is nothing new 

under the fun. Rhodius probably ftole it from fome- 

body elfe^ and fo on. Poets have ever been the 

greateft of all thieves ; and happy it is that poetical 

theft is.no felony ; otherwife, 1 am afraid, Pamaffus 

would have been but thinly peopled. . 

Farewel ; to-morrow I (hall endeavour to bring 
you up with us ; for at prefent you will pleafe to ob- 
ferve, that you have got no farther than the city of 
Jaci ; and have ftill many extinguiftied volca^os to 
pafs before your arrival here. 

Ever yours, &c* 



LETTER VII. 



Catania, May 25th. 

rPHE road from Jaci to this city is entirely over 
lava, and confequently very fatiguing and trouble- 
fome. Within k few miles of that place, we counted 
eight mountains formed by eruption, with every one 
its crater, from whence the burnt matter was dif- 
charged. Some of thefe are very high, and of a 
great compafs. It appears evidently, that the erup- 
tions of mount jEtna have formed the whole of this 
coaft, and in many places have driven back the fea 
for feveral miles from- its ancient boundary. The 

accouAt 
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account the Sicilian authors give of the confliQ: be- 
twixt thefe two adverfe elements is truly tremendous; 
and in relating it, they feem to have been fliaken 
with horron Conceive the front of a torrent of fire, 
ten itiiles in breadth, and heaped up to an enormous 
height, rolling down the mountain, and pouring its 
flames into the ocean ! The noife, they alTure us, is 
infinitely more dreadful than the loudeft thunder ; 
and is heard through the whole country to an im- 
menfe diftance. The water feemed to retire and di- 
minifli before the fire, and to confefs its fiiperiority ; 
yielding up its poflTeffions, and contrafting its banks, 
to make room for its imperious mafter, who com- 
mands it: "Thus far fhalt thou, come, andnofar- 
" ther/' — The clouds of liilt vapour darken the face 
of the fun, covering up this iicene, under a veil of, 
horror and of night ; and laying wafte every field 
and vineyard in thefe regions of the ifland. The 
whole filh on the toaft are deftroyed, the colour of 
the fea itfelf is changed, and the tranfparency of its 
waters loft for many months. 

There are three rocks, of lava at fome little diftance 
from ftiore, which Pliny takes frequent notice of, 
and calls them the Three Cyclops. It is pretty Angu- 
lar that they are ftill diftinguiChed by the fame name. 

The fate of Catania has been very remarkable, and 
will ever appear fabulous/ It is fituated immediately 
at the foot of this great volcano, and has been feve- 
ral times deftroyed by it : That indeed is ubt extraor- 
dinary ; it would have been much more fo had it 
efcaped; but what 1 am going to relate, is a fingu- 
larity that probably never happened to any city but 
}t|elf. Jt was ?ilways in great waat of a port, • till by 

an 
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an eniption in the i6th century, and no doubt, bj 
the interpofition of St. Agatha, what was denied 
them by nature, they received from the generofity 
4)f the mountain. A flream of lava^ running into 
the fea, formed a mole which no expence could have 
fumifbed them. This iafted for fome time a fafe and 
commodious harbour, till at laft, b,y a fubfequent erup- 
tion, it was entirely filled up and demoliihed ; fo that 
probably the poor faint had funk much in her credit ; 
for, at this unfortunate period, her miraculous veil, 
looked upon as the greateft treafure of Catania, and 
efteemed an infallible remedy againft earthquakes and 
volcanos, feems to have loft its virtue. The torrent 
burft over the wallsi fweeping away the images oi 
every faint that were placed there to oppofe it; and 
laying wafte great part of this beautiful city, poured 
into the fea. However, the people fay, that at that 
ti^le they had given their faint very juft provocation, 
but that fhe has long ago been reconciled to them ; 
and has promifed never to fuiFer the mountain to get 
the better of them for the future. Many of them 
are fo thoroughly convinced of this, (for they are ex- 
tremely fuperftitious) that I really believe if the lava 
were at their walls, they would not be at the pains to 
remove their efFeds. Neither is it the veil of St. 
Agatha alone, that they think poffeffed of this won- 
flerfttl dominion over the mountain ; but every thing 
that has touched that piece of ficred attire, they fup- 
pofe is impregnated in a leffer degree with the fame 
miraculous properties. Thus there are a number of 
little bits of cotton and linen fixed to the veil ; which, 
after being bleffed by the bilhop, are fuppofed to ac* 
quire power enough to fave any perfon's houfe or 

garden ; 
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garden'^ and wherever this expedient has failed, it is 
always afcribed to the want of faith of the perfoh, 
not any want of efficacy in the veil. However, they 
tell you many ftories of thefe bits of cotton being 
fixed to the walls of houfes and vineyards, and pre- 
ferving them entirely from the conflagration. 

On our arrival at Catania, we were amazed to 
find, that in fo noble and beautiful a city, there wa$^ 
no fuch thing as an inn* Our guides, indeed, €oa!« 
duded us to a houfe they called fuch ; but it was fo 
wretchedly mean and dirty, that we were obliged to 
look out for other lodgings ; and by the affiftance 
of the Cananico Recupero, for whom we had let- 
ters, we foon found ourfelves comfortably lodged in 
a convent. The prince of Bifcaris (the governor of 
the place) a perfon of very great merit and diftinc* 
tion, returned our vifit this forenoon, and made us 
the moft obliging offers. 

Signor Recupero, who obligingly engages to be 
our Cicerone, has fhewn us fome curious remains of 
antiquity ; but they have been all fo fhaken and fliat^ 
tered by the mountain, that hardly any thing is to be 
found entire. 

Near to a vault, which is now thirty feet below 
ground, and has probably been a burial place, there 
is a draw-well, where there are feveral flrata of lavas, 
with earth to a confiderable thicknefs over the fur- 
face of each flratum. Recupero has. made.ufe of this 
as an argument to prove the great antiquity of the 
eruptions of his mountain. For if it requires^ two 
thoufand years or upwards to form but a fcanty foil 
on the furface of a lava, there mufl have, been 
tfXOXQ than that fpace of time betwixt each of the 

eruptions 
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eruptions which have formed thefe ftrata. ' But what 
ihall we fay of a pit they funk near to Jaci, of a 
great depth? They pierced through feven diftinck 
lavas one under the other, the furfaces of which were 
parallel, and moft of them covered with a thick bed 
of rich earth. Now, fays he, the eruption which 
formed the loweft of thefe ^ lavas, if we may be 
allowed to reafon from analogy, muft hav^ flowed 
from the mountain at leaft 14,000 years ago. 

Recupero tells me he is exceedingly embar* 
railed by thefe difcoveries in writing the hiftory of 
the mountain.— That Mofes han^gs like a dead weight 
«pon him, and blunts all his zeal for inquiry; for 
that really he has not the^confcience to make his 
mountsdn fo young as that prophet makes the world. 
—What do you think of tfeefe fentiments from a 
Roman Catholic divine ? — The bifhop, who is ftrenu* 
oufly orthodox — for it is an excellent fee — has al- 
ready warned him to be upon his guard, and not 
to pretend to be a better natural hiftorian than JVIofes ; 
nor to prefume to urge any thing that may* 'in the 
fmatlleft degree be deemed contradidory to his facred 
authority. Adieu. 

Ever yours. 



LETTER VIII, 



Catani:?, May 26rh.' 

'T'HIS morning we went to fee the houfe and 

mufeum of the prince of Bifcaris ; which, in 

anticj^ues, is inferior to none I have ever feen,"'excepc 

that 
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that of the king of Naples at Portici. What adds 
greatly to the value of thefe is, that the prince him- 
fclF has had the fatisfaSion of feeing moft of them 
brought to light. He has dug them out of the ruins 
of the ancient theatre of Catania, at an incredible* 
expence, but happily his pains have been amply- 
repaid, by the number and variety of curious 
obje£ts he has difcovered. It would be endlefe to 
enter into an enumeration of them ; even during our 
fliort ftay, we had the fatisfa^Elion of feeing part of a 
rich Corinthian cornice, and feveral pieces of ftatues, 
produced again to the light, after lying for fo many 
ages in darknefs and oblivion. His coUedion of me- •- 
dais, cameios, and' intaglios is likewife very princely, 
and fo are the articles in natural hiftory : but the ' 
polite and amiable behaviour of the owner, gives 
more pleafure than all his curiofities. He did not, 
oftentatioufly, like the prince of Villa Franca, tell us, 
that his houfe and carriages were at our command ; 
but witHout any hint been given of it, we found his 
coach waiting at our door ; and we fhall probably be 
obliged to make ufe of it during our ftay. His 
family confifts of the princefs his wife, a fon, and 
a daughter, who feem to emulate each other in- 
benignity. They put me in mind of fome happy 
families I have feen in our own country, but refemble 
nothing we have yet met with on the continent. He 
is juft now building a curious villa on a promontory 
formed by the lava of 1669. The fpot where the 
houfe ftands was formerly at leaft 50 feet deep of 
water ; and the height of the lava above the prefent 
level of the fea, is not lefs than 50 more. - 

This 
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iThis afternoon I walked out alorie to examm* 
the capricious forms and fiiigular a|)pearances that 
' this defi:ru£tive branch has afiumed in laying wafte 
the country. I had no^t gone far when I fpied a mag- 
nificent building atfoixie diAance, which feemed^'to 
(land on the higheft part of it. My curiofity led me 
c^^ as I had heard no mention of any palace on this 
fide of the city. On entering the great gate, my 
furprife was a good ,deal increafed oji obferving a 
fa9^de almoft^ equal to that of Verlailles ; a noble 
ftaircafe of white marble, and every thing that an- 
nounced a royal magnificence. I had never heard 
that the kings of Sicily had a palace at Catania, and 
yet I could not account for what I faw in any other 
way. I thought the vaft front before me had been 
the whole of the palace ; but conceive my amaze^ 
ment, when on turning the comer, I found another 
front of equal greatnefe ; and difcovered that what I 
had feen was only one fide of a fquare. 

. I was no longer in doubt, well knowing that the 
church alone could be mifl:refs of fuch magnificence* 
I haftened home to communicate this difcovery to my 
friends ; when I found the Canonico Recupero al- 
ready with them. He abufed me exceedingly for 
prefuming to go out without our Cicerone, and 
declared he had never been fo much disappointed in 
his life; as he had come on purpofe to carry us 
there, and to enjoy our furprife and aftonifliment. 
He then told us, that it was no other than a convent 
of fat BenediSine monks ; who were determined to 
make fure of a paradife, at leaft in this world, if not 
in the other. He added that they were worth about' 
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i5,cooL a year; an immenle fum indeed for this 
country. 

We went with Recupero to pay our refpefis Jo 
thefe fons of humility, temperance, and mortifica^ 
tion ; and we niuft own, they received and enter-^ 
tained us with great civility and poiitenefe, and even 
^thout oftentatk)n. Their mufeum is little inferior 
to that of the prince of Bifcaris, and the apartments 
that contain it are much more magnificent. But 
their garden is the greateft curiofity : Although it be 
formed on the rugged and barren furface of the lava, 
it has a variety and a neatnefs feldom to be met with« 
The walks are broad, and paved with flints ; and the 
trees and hedges (which by the by are in a bad tafte, 
and cut into a number of ridiculous fliapes) thrive 
exceedingly. The whole foil muft have been brought 
from a great diftance, a^ the furiface of this lava (pnly 
150 years old) is as hard and bare; as a piece of iron. 
The church belonging to this convent, if finiflied, 
would be one of the fineft in Europe; but as it is 
founded on the furface of the porous and brittle lava, 
part of the foundation has given way to the preffure 
of fo huge a fabric ; and f<?veral of the large arches 
that were intended to form the different chapels, have 
already fallen down. Only the weft limb of the 
cnrfs (not a fifth of the whole) is finifhed ; and even 
this alone makes a very fine church. Here they have 
the fineft organ I ever heard, even fuperior, I think, 
to that at Harlem. 

We went next to examine where the lava had 
icaled the walls of Catania. It muft have been a 
noble fight. The walls are 64 palms high,^ (near 60 
feet) and of a great ftrength ; otherwife they muft ' 
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have b^ed bbrrie down by the force of the flaming 
tnatter which rofe over tliis height, and feeras to 
liave mounted confiderably above the top of ^the wall 
before it made its entry ; , at laft it came down, fweep- 
ing before it every faint in the calendar, who were 
drawn, up in order of battle on purpofe to oppofe its 
pafl^ge ; and marching on in triumph, annihilatedy 
in a manner, every objeft that dared to oppofe it. 
' Amongil other things, it covered up fome fine foun- 
tains; one of which was fo much efteemed, that 
they have at a great expence pierced through the. 
lava, and have now recovered their favourite fpring. 
This excavation is a very curiou$ work, and worthy 
of the attention of travellers. * 

Catania is looked upon as one of the moft ancient 
cities in the ifland^ or indeed in the world.-— Their 
legends bear, that it was founded by the Cyclops, or 
giants of iEtna, fuppofed to have been the firft inha- 
bitants of Sicily after the deluge ; and fon\e of the 
Sicilian writers pretend that it was built by Deucalion 
and Pyrrha as foon as the waters fubfided, and they 
had got down again to the foot of. the mountain. Its 
ajCicient name was Catetna, -or the city of ^tna. 

Jt is now reckoned the third, city, in the kingdom : 
though fince IVIeffina was deftroyed by the plague, it 
may well be confidered as the fecond. It contains up- 
wards of 30,000 inhabitants; has an univerfity, the 
only one in the ifland ; and-a bifbopric. The bifhop's 
revenues are confiderable, and arife principally from 
the fale of the fnow on mount iEtna. One fmall 
portion of which^ ^ymg on the north of the moun- 
tain, is faid to bring him in upwards of lOool. a 
year j for iEtna furnifhes fnow and ice, not only to • 
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die whole iflaird of Sicily> but likewife t6 Malta, 
and a great part of Italy, and makes a very con-, 
fiderable branch bf conimerce; for even the 
peafants in thefe hot countries regale themftelves 
with ices during the fummer heats ; and there is no 
entertainment given by the riobility, of which thefe 
do not always make a principal part : a famine of 
fnow, they themfelves fay, would be more grievous, 
than a famine of either com oi- wine. It is a com- 
mon obfervation amongft them, that without the 
fnows of mount jStna, their ifland' could not be 
inhabited ; fo effential has this article of luxury be- 
come to them. But iEtiia not only keeps them cooi 
in fummer, but likewife keeps them warm in winter j 
the fuel for the grealeft part of the ifland being car- 
ried from the immenfe and inexhauftible forefts of 
this voicaiio, and cohftitutes tqo, a Very large branch 
of commerce.-^-But this amazing mountain perpe- 
tually carries me away from my fubjeft; I was 
fpeaking of this city. — ^What of it "was fpared by the 
eruption 1669, was totally rUined by the fatal earth- 
quake 1693 ', when the greateft part of its inha- 
bitants were buried under the walls of their houfes 
and ehurcbes. Yet, after fuch repeated^ and fuch 
difmal difafters, fo ftrange is their infatuation, that , 
t^ey never could be prevailecl upon to change their 
fituation. The whole city was foon rebuilt, after a 
new and jm elegant plan, and is now much handfomer 
than ever. There is fcarce any doubt, that in foihe 
future commotion of the mountain, it will be again 
laid in alhes. But at prefent they are in perfeft fecu- 
rity: The Virgin and St. Agatha Tiave both engaged 
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to prote£k them ; and under their banner they hold 
^tna, with all the devils it contains, at defiance. 

There are many remains of antiquity in this city, 
but indeed moft of them are in a very rumous (late. 
One of the moft remarkable is an elephant of lava, 
with an obeliik of Egyptian granite on kts baek. 
There are Ukewife coafiderable remains of a great 
theatre, befides thq" oiie belonging to the prince of 
Bifcaris ; a larg^ bath almoft ^itire ^ the ruins of the 
great aquedu6t, 1 8 miles long ^ the ruins of fevend 
temples, one of Ceres, another of Vu'kan : The 
church called Bi^cca di Fuqcq was likewife a temple* 
5ut the moft entire of all, is a fmaU rotundo^ which, 
^ well as the pantheon at Rome, and fome^ others to- 
be nrvet with in Italy, in my opinion,, demonftrates 
ifcat form to be the moft durable of any.. 

It has now been purged and purified from all the 
infeftion contra^ed from the heathen rites, and is 
bec<?me a chriftian church, dedicated to the bleffed 
Yii^in ; who has long been conftituted univerfai 
legatee, and executrix to all the ancient goddeffes, 
celeftial, terreftrial, and infen>al : and, indeed, little 
more than the names are changed, the things con* 
tinuing pretty much the fame as ever.--rj.*he Ca- 
tholics tbemfelves do,nol; attend to it; but il u no^ 
' a little curious to confider, how fniatt is the devia- 
tion ift almoft every article of their prefent rites framL 
ttiQfe of the ancients. I have fomewhere feen an 
obfervation^ which feeins to be a juft oae : That 
d^triag the long re%n of heathenifm, fuperftition had 
altogether exhaufted her talent for invention ; fp that 
\thea a fuperftitious'fpirit fei^^ed Chriftians, they were 

under 



SICILY AKB MALTA. t% 

under a neceffity of borrowing from their predeceffors, 
and imitatiag fome part of their idolatry. This appears, 
to be ftridly the cafe* I took notice of it to Signor 
R ■ ■ , who is not th6 moft zealous fedary in the 
world, and who frankly owned the truth of the ob*' 
fervation. 

In fome places the very fame images fHU remain : 
They have only chriftened thein ; and what was Ve-\ 
aus or Proferpine, is now Mary Magdalene, or the 
Vir^, The fame ceremonies are daily performed 
before thefe images; in the fame language, and 
nearly in the fame manner. The faints are perpe- 
tually coming down in pexfon, and working miracles^ 
as the heathen gods did of old. The walls of the 
temples are covered with the vows of pilgrims, as 
they were formerly. The holy water, which was 
held in fuch deteftation by the firft Chriftians, is 
again revered, and fprinklcd about with the fame 
devotion as in Ae time of pagajiifm. The fame in-» 
cenfe is burnt, by priefts arrayed in the fame man* 
ner, with the fame grimaces and genuflexions, before 
the fame images, and in the fan^e temples too. In 
fliort, fo nearly do the rites coincide, that were the 
pagan high-prieft to come back, and re-affume his 
fundions, be would only have to learn a few new 
names : to get the Mafs, the Paters, and the Aves 
by heart ; which would be much eafier to him, as 
they ar^ in a language he bnderftands, but which 
his mpdern fucceffors are often ignorant of. Some 
things, to be fure, would puzzle him ; and he would 
fwear that all the myfteries of Eleufis were nothing 
to the amazing myftery of tranfubftantiation ; the 
only one thaJ ever attempted to fet both pur under- 
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ftanding and our fenfcs at defiance, and baffled 
equally all the faculties both of the foul and body. — 
He would, likewife, be a gbod deal at a vlofs lO ac- 
count for the ftrange metamorphofis of forhe oF Tiis 
old friends. That he (would fay) I can well remem- 
ber was the ftatue of Venus Meretrix, and was only 
worshipped by the loofe and voluptuous. She feems 
^ to be wonderfully improved fince you made her a 
Chriftianj for I find flie is now become the great 

proteftrefs of chaftity and virtue. Juno too, who 

was fo implacable and fo revengeful, you have fof- 
tened down into a very moderate fort of deity ; for I 
cbferve you addrefs her with as little fear or cere- 
mony as any of the reft of them ; I wifh you -vvould 
make the Furies Chriftians too, for furely they would 
be much the better for it. — But obferving the figure 
of St. Anthony, he would exclaim with aftonifli- 
Hientj-^But what do I behold !— Jupiter, the fovereign 
of gods and men, with a ragged cloak over his (houl- 
dersl What a humiliating fpeftacle! Well do I re- 
member, with what awe we bent before that once 
refpeftable image. But what has become of the 
thunderbolt, which he held in his hand to chaftife 
the world 5 and what is that he has got in its place ? 
His conduftor would tell him, that it was only a piece 
of rope, with knots upon it, to chaftife himfelf ; 
adding, that he was now doing pei^ance f(jr his long 
tifurpation ; and that (he thunder had tong ago been 
put into better hands, — However, he would foon 
find, that even thefe faints fometimes change their 
names, according to the enthufiaftic caprice of the 
people ; and from this verfatility, he would ftill be in 
iiopeR, in procefs of .time, to fee his friend Jupiter re* 
^ume his bolt and his dignity. 

Da 
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r Do you remember old Huet,— the greateft of all " 
originals ? One day, as he pafled th« ftatue of Jupi- 
ter ia the capitol, he pulled off his hat, and made 
him a bow,— A jacobite gentleman,' who obferved it, 
alked him why fie paid fo much refped to that old 
gentleman,— For the fame reafon, replied Huet, that 
you pay fo much to the Pretender. Befid^s, added 
he, I think there is rather a greater probability that 
his turn will come round again, than that of ' your 
hero ; I fcall therefore endeavour to keep well with 
him, and hope he will never forget that I took notice 
of him in the time of his adverfity. 

Indeed, within the courfe of my own obfervation, 
I can recolleft fome of the moft capital faints in the 
calendar, who have been difgraced by the people, 
and new names given to their ftatues. When we 
were in Portugal laft \^ar, the people of Caftel Bran- 
CO were fo enraged at St, Antonio, for allowing the 
Spaniards to plunder their town, contrary, as they 
affirmed, to his exprefs agreement with them, that 
they broke many of his ftatues to pieces ; and one 
that^had been more revered than the reft, they took 
the head off, and clapped on one of St. Francis in its 
place; whofe name the ftatue ever after retained. 
Even the great St. Januarius himfelf, I am told, was 
in imminent danger during the laft famine at Naples. 
A Swifs gentleman affured me, that he had heard 
them load him with abufe and inveftive; and de- 
clared pointrblank, that if he did not procure them 
corn by fuch a time, he (hould no longer be their 
faint, However, fuch inftances are but rare; and 
in general the poor catholics are fully indemnified 
fo^ thefe fudden fits of paflion and refentmejit, fron> 
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the full perfuafion of the immediate prefence and 
proteftion of their beloved patrons. 

i have obferved, with pleafure, that glow of gra- 
fitijde and affedtion that has animated their counte- 
jiances ; and am perfuaded that the warmth of enthu- 
iiaftic devotion they often feel before their favourite 
faints, particularly their female ones, mufl have fome- 
thing extremely delightful in it ; refembling, perhaps, 
the pure and delicate fenfations of the moft refpeSful 
love. I own I have fometimes envied^ them their 
feelings ; and in my heart curfed the pride of reafon 
and philofophy, with all its cool and taftelefs triumphs, 
that lulls into a kind of ftoical apathy thefe moft ex- 
quifite fenfations of the fouU Who would not chufe 
to be deceived, when the deception raifes in him 
thefe delicious paffions, that .are fo worthy of the hu- 
man h^art ; arid for which, of all others, it feems to 
be the moft fitted ? But if once you have fteeled it 
over with the hard and impenetrable temper of phi- . 
lofophy J thefe fine-fpun threads of weaknefs and 
affeftion, that were fo pliable, and fo eafily tied, 
become hard and inflexible ; and for ever lofe that 
delicate tone of fenfibility that put them into a kind 
of miifpn and vibration with every objefl: around us : 
For it is certainly trpe, what has been faid of one 
part of our fpecies, and ipay almoft with equal juftice 
be applied to the whole, 

** That to their weakij^^fs half their chatms we owe-'* 

I remember Doftor Tiflbt told me, he had a pa- 
tient that aflually died of love for Chrift ; and when 
in the laft extremity, feemed ftill to enjoy the greateft 
happinefs ; calling upon him y^ith »U the fondnefs of 
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the moft cnthufiaftic paffion. And from what I haw 
often obferved before the ftatues of the Virgin and 
St. Agatha, I am perfuaded, they have many ina^ 
moratos that would willingly lay down their lives for 
them. 

Now, pray don't you think too, that this perfonal 
kind of worlhip is much better adapted to the capa- 
cities of the vulgar, than the more pure and fublime 
modes of it, which would only diftraft and confound 
their fimple underftandings, unaccuftomed to fpecu- 
lation; and that certainly require fomething grofe 
and material, fome objeft of fenfe to fix their atten- 
tion ?- — ^This even feems to have been the opinion of 
ferae of the facred writers, who often reprefent God 
under fome material form. 

Were you to attfempt to give a country-fellow an 
idea of the Deity ; were you to tell him of a being . 
that is immaterial, and yet whofe.effence penetrates 
all matter ; who has exifted from all eternity, and 
whofe extenfion is equally boundlefs with his dura- 
tbn ; who fills and pervades millions of worlds, and 
animates every objefl: they contain j and who, in the 
fublime language of our poet, 

" Tho' chang'd thro' all, is yet in all the fame, 
<* Great in the earth, as in th'. aetherial frame : 
•* Warms in the fun, refrefhes in the breeze, ' 

<< Glows in the ftars, and bloffoms in the trees ; 
" Lives thro' all life, extends thro' all extent ; 
*• Spreads undivided, operates unfpent. 
'♦ To him no high, no low, no great, no fmall ;. 
** He fills, he bounds, connects, and equals all." 

Now what do you imagine he would think of fuch 
a being f I am afraid his undcrftanding would be fo 

G4 Aewil- 



^8 A TOUR THROUGH 

bewildered, that he could not think at all. But (k 
up before him the v figure of a. fine woman, with a 
beautiful child in her arms, the moil mterefting obi- 
^eSt in nature; and tell him ihe canprQcure him 
every thing he wants ; he knows perfe&ly weU wh^t 
lie h about ; feels himfelf animfited by (he objed, 
^d prays to her with all his might, 

Adieu,— We are going to be very bufy ; and are 
preparing every thing for one of the greateft objefts 
pf our expedition ; the examination of- mount iEtna. 
Indeed, we have received but had encouragement ; 
and are beginning to doubt of the.poffibility of fuc- 
cefs. ..Recupero tells us, that the feafon is not far 
erfough advanced yet, byjfome months ; and that he 
does not think it will be poffible to get near the fum- 
mit of the mountain. - The laft winter, he fays, was 
' fo uncommonly fevere, that the circle of fAow ex- 
tended much nearer the foot of the mountain tha^ 
iifual; that although this circle is npw greatly con- 
tracted, it ftill extends . nine qr ten miles below 
the crater.: — ^He advifes us to return this way in the 
month of Auguft ; and, if poffible, make ^tna the 
laft part of our expedition. If w^ do not fvicceed to- 
morrow, we fhali probably follow his advice ; but we 
are all determined to make a bold pufli for it. The 
weather is the moft favourable that can be imagined ^ 
Here is % delightful evening ; and by the ftar^Hght 
we can obferve the fmoke rolling down the fide of 
the mountain like a vaft toirent, Recupero faysjj 
this is a iure ipdif ation of the violence of the cpld in 
thefe exalted regions of the atmpfphere, which con- 
4enfes the vapour, and makes it fall down, the mo- 
pie^it it iffues out of the crater, JJe advifejs ys^ by 
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all .means, to. pro vide plenty of liqueurs, warm fui* 
plo^, an4 Jiatchets to ^ut wood ; as we Ihall pro* 
bably tje obliged to pafs the night in the open air, ia 
a climate, he affures us, as cold as that of Greenland, 
It is very fingular if this \>e true ; for at prefent we 
fire melting wi^ heat, in thin fuits of taffeta. Adieiu 
You ihall kno^y it all qn our return, if we do not 
ftare the fate of Empedocles, 
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Catania, May agu 
/^N the 27th, by day-break, we fet oflF to vifit 
mount iEtna, that venerable and refpeflable 
father of mountains^ Hid bafe, and his immenl^ 
declivities, are covered over with a numerous pro- 
geny Qf his own ; for every great eruption produces 
?i new piountainj anfl perhaps, by the number of 
thefe, better than by any other method, the number 
of eruptions, and the age of ^tna itfelf, might be 
afcertained. 

The whole mountain is divide4 into three diflinft 
regions, called La Regione Culta^ or Piedmoniefe, 
The Fertile Region ; La Regione Sylvofa^ or Nemo- 
rofay Tl^e Woody Region ; and La Regione Deferta, 
or Scoperta^ The barren Region, 
' ^Thefe three are as different, both in climate and 
produftions, a^ the three zones of the earth; and ' 
Derhaps, with equal propriety, might have been ftyled 
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the Torrid, the Temperate, and the Frigid zone. 
The firft region furrounds the foot of the mountain, 
and eonftitutes' the moft fertile country in the world 
on all fide^ of it, to the extent of about fourteen or 
fifteen miles, where the woody region begins* It is 
tompofed almoft entirely of lava, which, after a 
jiimiber of ages, is at laft converted into the moft 
fertile of all foils. 

At Nicolofi, which is twelve miles up the moun- 
tain^ we found the barometer at 27 : i| ; at Catania 
It ftood at 29: 8| ; although the former elevation is 
not very great, probably not exceeding 3000 feet, 
yet the climate was totally changed. At Catania 
the harveft was entirely over, and the heats were in- 
fupportable ; here they were moderate, and in many 
places the corn is as yet green. The road for thefe 
twelve miles is the worfl I ever travelled ; entirely 
over pld lavas and the mouths of extinguilhed vol- 
canos, now converted into corn-fields, vineyards, and 
orchards. 

The fruit of this region is reckoned the fineft in 
Sicily, particularly the figs, of which they have a 
great variety. One of thefe, of a very large .fize, 
efteemed fuperior in flavour to all the reft, they pre- 
tend is peculiar to JEtna. 

The lavas, which as I have already faid form this 
region of the mountain, take their rife from an infi- 
jftite number of the moft beautiful little mountains on. 
earth, which are every where fcattered on the im- 
menfe declivity of JEtna. Thefe are all of a regular 
figure ; either that of a cone, or a femifphere ; and 
all but a very few are covered with beautiful trees, 
and the richeft verdure: Eveiy eruption generally 
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forms one of thefe mountains. As the great crate** 
of ^tna itfelf is raifed to fuch an enormous height 
above the lower regions of the mountain, it is tiot 
poffible, that the internal fire raging for a vent, evdk 
round the bafe, and no doubt vaftly below it, fhoiild , 
be carried to the height of tteelve or thirteen thoii* 
fand feet, for probably fo high is the fummit of 
JEtxiau It has therefore generally happexted, tliat 
after (baking the mountain and its neighbourhood 
for fome time, it at lafl burfts open its fide, and this 
is called an eruption. At fifft it only fends foilh a 
thick fmoke and ihowers of alhes, that lay wafte the 
adjacent country : Thefe are foon followed by red 
hot fiones, and rocks of a great fize, thrown to aa 
immenfe height in the air. The fall of thefe ftones, 
together with the quantities of aihes difcharged at the 
fame time, at laft form the fphericai and conical motm- 
tains I have mentioned. Sometimes this prpcefs is 
finiihed in the courfe of a few days, fomedmes it lafts 
for months, which was the cafe in the great eruptioa 
1 669. In that cafe, the mountain formed is of a 
great tize j fome of them are not lefs than feven or 
eight miles round, and upwards of 1000 feet in per- 
pendicular height ; ^ others are not more than two or 
three miles round, and 3 or 400 feet high. 

After the new mountain is formed, the lava ge- 
nerally burfts out from its lower fide ;- and bearing 
every thing before it, h for t;he moft part terminated 
by the fea. This is the common |3rogrefs of an 
eruption; however, it fometimes happens, though 
rarely, that the lava burfts at once from the fide of 
the mountain, without all thefe attending circum- 
(lances; and this is commonly the cafe with the 
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eruptions of Vefuvlus, where thje elevation being fo 
much ftnaller, the melted matter is generally carried 
up into the crater of the mountain, which then ex» 
hibits the phaenomena I have defgribed ; difcharging 
fliowers of ftones and aflies from the mouth of the 
volcano, without forming any new mountain, but 
., only adding confiderably to the height of the old 
one; till at lad the lava, rifmg rear the fulrnmit, 
burfts. the fides of the crater, and the eruption is 
declared. This "has literally been the cafq with two 
eruptions I have b^en an attentive witnefs of 'iu that 
mountain j but j3Etna is upon a much larger Icale, 
and one crater is not enough to give vent to fuch 
oceans of liquid fire, 

Requperp aflures-me, he faw in an eruption of that 
mountain large rocks of fire difcharged to the height 
of fome thoufand feet, with a noife much more terrible 
than that of thunder, He meafured from the time of 
their greatefl elevation till they reached the ground, 
and found they tooK twenty-one feconds to defcend ; 
which according to the rule of the fpaces, being as the 
fquares of the times, amounts, I think, to upwards 
of 70^00 feet. A mofl: artonifliing height furely, and 
requiring a force of projeftion beyond what we have 
any cpnceptipn of, I meafured the height of the 
explofions of Vefuvius by the fame rule, and never 
obferved any of the ftones thrown from it to lake 
more than nine feconds to defcend, which fhews the): 
had rifen to little more than 1200 feet. 

Our landlord at Nicolofi gave us an account of the 
.fmgular fate of the beautiful country near Hybla, at 
no great diftance from hence. It was fo celebrated 
for its fertility, and particularly for its honey, that it 
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^^as called Mel Paffi, till it was overwhelmed by the 
lava of JEtna ; and having then become totally barren^ 
by a kind of pun its name was changed to Mai Paffi. - 
In a fecond eruption, by a fliower of aflies from the 
mountain, it foon re-affumed ifs andent beauty and 
fertility ; and for many years was called Bel Paffi, Laft 
of all, in the unfortunate aera of 1669, it was again 
laid under an ocean of fire, and reduced to the moft 
wretched fterility, fince which time it is known again 
by its fecond appellatipn of Mai Paffi. However, the^ 
lava in its courfe over this beautiful country, has left 
ftveral little iflands or hillocks ; juft enough to Aew 
what it fonnerly was. Thefe make a fingular appear- 
ance, in all the bloom of the moft luxuriant vegetation, 
fiirrounded and rendered almoft inacceffible by large 
fields of black and rugged lava. The mountain from 
whence the firft eruption iffiied, that. covered the Mel 
Paffi, is known by the name of Monpelieri ; I was 
ftruck with its beautiful appearance at a diftance, and 
could not refift the defire I had of examining it 
minutely, as well as of obferving the effedls of the 
two eruptions that overwhelmed this celebrated 
country. 

Monpelieri is rather of a fpherical than a conical 
(hape, and does not rife in perpendicular height above 
300 feet, but it is fo perfeSly regular on every fide, 
and fo richly overfpread with fruits and flowers, that 
I could not leave fo heavenly a fpot without the 
greateft regret. Its cup or crater is large in proportion 
to the mountain, and is as exadly hollowed out as 
the beft made bowl. I walked quite round its outward 
edge, and think the circumference muft be fomewhat 
more than a. mile. - - 

This 
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This mountain was formed by the firfl: eniption that 
ddlroyed the country of Mel Paffi, and is of a very old 
date* It buried a great number of villages and country 
houfes ; and particularly two noble churches, which 
are more regretted than all the reft, on account of 
tluree. ftatues, reckoned at that time the moft perfedt 
in the ifland. They have attempted, but in vain, to re- 
cover them ; as the fpot where the churches ftood 
could never l?e juftly afcertained. Indeed it is impoffible 
it ihould ; for thefe churches were built of lava, which 
k IS well known is immediately melted, when it comes 
^o contadt with a torrent of new erupted matter : 
And Maffa fays, that in fome eruptions of jEtna, the 
lava has poured down with fuch a fudden impetuofity, 
that in the courfe of a few hours, churches, palaces, 
^d yiUages, have been entirely melted down, and the 
whole run off in fufion, without leaving the leaft mark 
of their former exiftence* But if the lava has had any 
confiderable time to cool, this fmgular eflfeQ: never 
happens. 

The great eruption of 1669, after (haking the whole 
country around for four months, and forming a very 
large mountain of ftones and aflies, burft out about a 
mile above Monpelieri, and defcending like a torrent, 
bore direftly againft the middle of that mountain, and 
(they pretend) perforated it from fide to fide : this 
however I doubt, as it muft have broken the regular 
form of the mountain^ which is not the cafe. But 
certain it is, that it pierced it to a greait depth. The lava 
then ciivided into two branches ; and furrounding this 
mountain, joined again on its fouth fide ; and laying 
wafte the whole country betwixt that and Catania, 
fcaled the walls of that city, and poured its flaming 
' torrent 
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torrent mto the ocean. In its way, it is faid to have de- 
ftroycd the poffeffions of near 30,900 people, and re- 
duced them to beggary. It formed feveral hills wheare 
there were formerly valleys^ and filled up a Istrge lake^ 
of which there is not now the leaft veftige to be feau 

As the events of this eruption are better known 
than any oth<^r, they tell a great many dngular ftories 
of it ; one of which, however incredible it may appear, 
is well afcertained. A vineyard, belonging to a convent 
of Jefuits, lay direfl:ly in its way. This vineyard ww 
formed on an ancient lava, probably a thin one, with 
a number of caverns and crevices under it. The liquid 
Java entering into thefe caverns, foon filled them iqj, 
and by degrees bore up the vineyard ; and the Jefuits^ 
who e^^ery moment expefted to fee it buried, behdd 
with amazement the whole field begin to move ofil 
It was carried on the furface of the lava to a coai- 
fiderable diftance ; and though the greateft part was. 
deft poyed, yet fome of it remains to this day. ^ 

We went to examine the mouth from whence th» 
dreadftil torrent iffued ; and were furprifed to find it 
only a finall hole, of about three or foar yards, 
diameter. The mountain from whence it fprung, I 
think 16 little lefe than the conical part of Vefuvius. 

1 here is a vaft cavern op the oppofite fide of it, 
where people go to fhoot wild pigeons, which breed 
there in great abundance. The innermoft parts of this 
cavern Are fo very difmal and gloomy, that our land- 
lord told us fome people had loft their ibnfes from 
having advanced too fai*, imagining they faw devils 
and the fpirits of the damned j for it is ftill very 
generally believed here^ that iEtna is the mouth o£ 

We 
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We found a degree of wildnefs and ferocity ii\th^ 
inhabitants of this mountain, that I haVe not obferved 
any where elfe. It put me in mind of ah obfervatioil 
the Padre della, Torre (the- hiftorioghiJ)her of mount 
Vefuvius) told me he had often made in the (Confines 
of Naples^ that in the places whefe the air is moft 
impregnated with fulpbur and hot exhalations, th^ 
people were always moft ^vicked and vicious* Whati 
ever truth there may be m the obfervation, the people 
about Nicolofi at leaft feem to confirm it* The whole 
village flocked round us, and the women in parti* 
cular abufed us exceedingly ; the caufe of which we 
at laft found was, that F — ^*s blooming complexion 
and white fkin had made them take him for one of 
thpiY own fex* They made a great clamour, and it 
was with difficulty we could appeafe them/ The per^ 
fon whom Recupero had appointed to accompany usj 
known by the name of the Cyclops, (the man in the 
ifland that is beft acquainted with mount jEtna) was 
ordered by I hem not to go with us ; and if we had 
2iot at laft obtained their confent by foothing and 
flattery, the beft method with women, he durft not 
have difobeyed them. At, firft we had been obliged 
to fliut the gate of the court, they were fo very noify 
and tumultuous ; but when our landlord (a prieft), 
for whom we had letters from Catania, affured them 
that we were Chriftians, and came with no bad 
intentions, they became more moderate, and we 
ventured out amongft them^ — This confidence foon 
acquired theirs ; and in a (hort time we became good 
friends, and had a great deal of converfation. 

It was with much difficulty I could perfuade them 
that we were not come to fearch for hidden treafores, 

a great 
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a great quantity of which they believe is to be found 
in Monpelieri ; and when I went to that mountain 
they were then fully convinced that this was our 
intention. Two of the men followed me, and kept a ^ 
clofe eye on every ftep that I took ; and when I lifted 
any bit of lava or pumice, they came running up, 
thinking it was fomething very precious ; but when 
they obferved they were only bits of ftone, and that ' 
I put them into my pocket, they laughed heartily, 
talking to one another, in their mountain jargon, 
which is unintelligible even to Italians. HoWver, as 
nioft of them fpeak Italian fo as to be underftood, 
they afked me what I was going to make of thofe 
bits of ftone ? I told them they were of great value 
in our country j that the people there had a way of 
making gold of them : At this they both feemed ex- ' 
ceedingly furprifed, and fpoke again in their own 
tongue. However, I found they did not believe me ; 
one of them told me, if that had been true, I cer- 
tainly would not have beenfo ready in telling it: 
But, faid he, if it is fo, "we will ferve you for ever, 
if you will teach us that art ; for then we Ihall be the 
richeft people on earth. I affured them that I Had 
not yet learned it myfelf, and that it was a fecret 
known only to very few. They were likewife a good 
deal furprifed to fee me pull out of my pocket a mag- 
netical needle and a fmall electrometer, which I had 
prepared at Catania to examine the eleftrical ftate of 
the air ; and I was at firft afraid they fhould hav^ 
taken me for a conjuror (which you know already 
happened amongft the Appejunes), but luckily thaty 
idea did not' ftrike them. 

H -On 
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On our way back to Nicolofi we were joined by 
three or four more, with their wives. I began to 
be a little afraid of myfelf, left they Ihould infift on 
knowing the fecret. Howevejr, I took out my bits 
of lava, and told them they were a[t their fervice, 
if they had any occafion for them. But they 
refufed them, faying, they wiflied to the Virgin and 
St. jA-gatha, that I could take away the whole of it j 
as it had ruined the fineft country in all Sicily. 

Ope fellow, who afTumed an air of fuperior wifdom 
and dignity to the reft, made them form a circle 
round him, and began to interrogate me with great 
gravity and compofure. It was with difficulty I could 
keep my countenance ; but as I was alone >yith them, 
at fome diftance from the village, I wa^ afraid of 
offending. He defired me to anfwer him with truth 
and precifion, what weVe the real motives of our 
coming fo fatiguing and difagreeable a journey ? I 
told him, on my word, that we had no other motive 
but curiofity to examine mount Mtm. On which, 
. laughing to one another with great contempt ; Un 
bel ragione quejio^ non e vero^ faid they ; (a very pretty 
reafon truly,) The did fellow then afked me what 
country we were of ? I told him, we Vf^xe Inglefe. 
E dove ? loro paefe^ faid he ; whereabouts does their 

• country lie ? I told him it was a great Way off, on the 

* other fide of the world. Da vero^ faid the fellow, — 
€ credono in Chrijio quelli Inglefe .^— I told him (laugh- 
ing) that they did. Ah, faid he, ftiaking his head, 
mi pare che non credono /r(?/^.— One of the company 
then obferved, that he remembered feveral of thefe 
Inglefe, that, at different tim^s, had paid vifits to 
mount JEtna, .and that they never yet could find out 

their 
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their -motive ; but that he recollefted very well to 
have heard many of their olJi people .fay, that the 
Inglefe had a queen that had burnt in the mountain 
for many years paft; and that they fuppofed thefe 
vifits were made from fome devotion br refpeO: to 
her memory. I affured them that the Inglefe had 
but too little refpeft for their queens when they were 
alive, but that they never troubled themfelves about 
them after they were dead : however, as all the 
others confirmed this teftiihony, I thought it was 
beft to fay little againft itj but I was extremely 
curious to know who this queen might be. They 
alleged that I knew much better than theyj but 
added, that her name was Anna. 

I could not conceive what queen Anne had done to 
bring her there ; and was puzzling myfelf to find ft 
out, when one of them foon cleared up the matter j 
he told me ihe was wife to a king that had been a 
Chriftian, and that fhe had made him an Heretic, 
and was in confequence condemned to bum for ever 
in mount -ffitna. In fhort, I found it was no jother 
than poor Anne Boloyne. As foon as I mentioned 
the name, Sijignor^ faid the fellow, njieffa^ ^{ft^JP^y 
la connofce meglio che not. I alked, if her hufband 
was there too, for that he deferved it much better 
than flie : Jicuro^ faid he, and all his heretic fubjefts 
too ; and if you are of that number, yoUvneed not be 
in fuch a hurry to get thither, you will he fure of it 
at laft. \ thanked him, and went to join our com- 
pany, not a little amufed with the converfation. 

We foon after left Nicolofi, and in an hour and a 
halPs travelling, over barren aflies and lava, w? 
arrived on the confines of the Regione Sylvofa, or 

H 2 the 
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the Temperate Zone, i As foon as we entered thefe 
delightful forefis, we feemed to have got into another 
.world. / The air, which before was fultry and hot, 
was now cool and refrelhing ^ and eVery twreeze was 
loaded with a thoufand perfumes, the whole ground 
being covered over with the richeft aromatic plants. 
Many parts of this region are furely the moft hea- 
venly fpots upon earth ; and if Mtm refembles hell 
within, it may with equal juftice be faid to refemblc 
paradife without* , 

It is indeed a curious cpnfideration, that this moun- 
tain fhould unite every beauty and every horror; 
and, in fiiort, all the mofl oppofite and diffimilar ob* 
jefts in nature. Here you obferve a gulph, that 
formerly threw out torrents of fire, now covered 
with the mud luxuriant vegetation ; and from an 
objeflt of terror, become one of .delight. Here you 
gather the moft delicious fruit, rifing from what was 
but lately a black and barren rock. Here the ground 
is covered with every flower ; and we wander over 
thefe beauties, ' and contemplate this wildemefs of 
fweets, without confidering that hell, with all its 
terrors, is immediately under our feet ; and that 
but a few yards feparate us from lakes of liquid fire 
and Jbrimftone. . 

But our aftonifhment ftiU increafes, on cafting our 
eyes on the higher regions of the mountain. There 
we behold, in perpetual union, the two elements 
that are at perpetual war ; an immenfe gulph of fire, 
for ever exifting in the midft of Ihow^ which.it hasl 
not power to melt ; and immenfe fields of fnow andj 
ice for ever furrounding this gulph of fire, which they 
. have not power to extinguijih. 

/ The 
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The woody region of iEtna afcefids for about eight 
or nine miles, and forms a zone or girdle, of the 
brighteft^ green, all around the mountain. This 
night we paffed through^ little more than the half 
of it ; arriving fome time before fun-fet at our 
lodgings, which was no other than a large cave, 
formed by one of the moft, ancient and venerable 
lavas. It is called La Spelonca dal Capriole^ or the 
goats cavern, becaufe frequeated by thofe animals j 
who^ take refuge there in bad weather. 

Here we were delighted with the contemplation of 
many grave and beautiful objefts j the profpect on all 
fides is immenfe ^ and we already feera to be lifted up 
from the earth, and to have got into a new world. 

Our cavern is furrounded by the moft ftately and 
majeftic oaks ; of the dry leaves of which, we made 
very comfortable beds ; and with our hatchets, which 
we had brought on purpofe, we had cut down great 
branches, and, in a fliort time, bad a fire large enough 
to rpaft an ox^ I obferved my thermometer, and 
found, from 71 at Nicolofi, it had now fallen below 
60. The barometer ftood at 24 : 2. In one end of our 
cave we ftill fou/id a great quantity of fnow; which 
feemed to be fen t there on purpofe for us, as there 
was no water to be found. With this we filled our 
tea-kettle, as tea ai>d bread and butter was the only 
fupper we had provided ; and probably the beft one 
to prevent us from being overcome by fleep or 
fatigue. . ' 

Not a great way from this cavern, are two of the 
moft beautiful mountains of all that number that 
fpring from iE'tria. I mounted one of our beft 
mules, and with a good deal, of difficulty arrived at 

H3 the 
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! 
the fummit of the highefl: of them, juft^ a little 

before fun-rfet. The profpefl: of Sicily, with the fur- 
rounding fea and all its iflands, was wonderfully 
noble. The whole courfe of the river Semetus, the 
ruins of Hybla, and feveral other ancient towns ; the | 
rich corn-fields and vineyards on the lower region 
of the mountain, arid the amazing number of beau- 
tiful mountains below, made a delightful fcene. The 
hollow craters of thefe two mountains are each of 
them confiderably larger than that of Vefuvius, They 
are now filled with ftately oaks, and covered to a 
great depth with the richeft foil. I obferved that this 
region of jEtna, like the former, is compofed of 
lava J but this is now covered fo deep with, earth, 
that it is no where to be feen, but in the beds of the 
torrents. In many of thefe it is worn down by the 
water to the depth of fifty or fixty feet, and in one 
of them ftill qonfiderably more.— What an idea does 
not this give of the amazing antiquity of the eruptions ' 
of this mountain ! ^ 

^ As foon as it was dark we retired to our cave and 
took poffeffion of our bed of leaves. Our reft, how- 
ever, was fomewhat difturbed by the noife of a 
mountain that lay a good way off on our right. It 
difcharged quantities of fmoke, and made feveral ex- 
plofions like heavy cannon at a diftance ; but what is 
Angular, we could obferve no appearance of fire. — 
This 'mountain was formed by an eruption in 1766, 
now ilpwards of four years ago ; thfe fire of -which 
is not yet extingui(hed, neither is the lava by any 
means cold. This lav^ fpent its fury on a beautiful 
foreft, which it laid wafte to the extent of a good 
many miles. In many places It has run into gullies 

of 
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of a great depth, which k has filled up, to the hdghv 
we are told, of 200 feet. It is in thefe places where 
It retains the greateft heat. On our road to*day we 
fcrambled up this lava, and went a confiderable way 
over its furface, which appeared perfedly cold ; but 
it is certain, that in many places it ftill emits volumes 
of fmoke, particularly after raiii; and the people 
fay, what 1 can readily believe, that this will con* 
tinue to be the cafe for fome yeai*s, where the lava is 
thickeft. A folid body of fire fome hundreds of feet 
thick, and of fo great an extent, muft certainly retain 
its heat for many years. The furface indee4 foon 
becomes black and hard, and inclofes the liquid fire 
within, in a kind of folid box, excluding all impref- 
fions from the external air or from the weather. 
Thus I have feen, many months after eruptions of 
mount Vefuvius, a bed of lava, though only of a 
few feet thick, has continued red hot in the center 
long after the furface was cold j and a ftick thruft 
into its crevices, inftantly took fire, although there 
was no perceptible heat without. 

Mafla, a Sicilian author of credit, fays, he was at 
Catania eight years after the great eruption in 1669, 
and that he ftill found the lava in many places was 
not cold : But there is an eafy method of calculating 
the time that bodies take to cool :— Sir Ifaac New- ' 
ton, I think, in his account of the comet of 1680, 
fuppofes the tiqies to be as the fquares of their 
diameters ; and finding that a folid ball of metal of 
two inches, made red hot, required upwards of an 
hour to become perfeftly cold, made the calculation 
from that to a body of the diameter of the earth, and 
found it would require upwards of twenty thoufand 

H 4 years. 
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years. If this rule be ,jufl:, you may eafily compute 
the time that the lava will take to become thoroughly 
cold; and that you may have time to do fo, I 
Ihall here break oflf my letter, which I am obliged to 
write in bed, in a very awkward and difagreeable 
pofture ; the caufe of which Ihall be explained to you 
in my next. Adieu. 

Ever yours. 



LETTER X. 



Catahia, May 29th, at night. 

A FTER getting a comfortable nap on our bed of 
leaves in the Spelonca del Capriole, we awoke 
about eleven o'clock^ and melting down a fufficient 
quantity of fnow, w6 boiled our tea-kettle, and made 
a hearty meal, to prepare us for the remaining part 
of our expedition. We were nine in number ; for 
we had our three fervants, the Cyclops (our cbn- 
duftor) and two men to take care of our mules. The 
Cyclops now began to difplay his great knowledge of 
the mountain, and we followed him with implicit 
confidence. He condufted iis over " Antres vaft, 
*' .and Deferts wild,** where fcafce human foot had 
ever trod. Sometimes through gloomy forefts, which 
by day-light were delightful; but now, from the 
univerfal darknefs, the ruftling of the trees ; the 
heavyj dull, bellowing of the mountain; the vaft 
expanfe of ocean ftretched at an immenfe diftance 
below us J infpired a kind of awful horror. Some- 

time« 
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times we found ourfelves afcending great rocks cjf 
lava, where, if our raules fliould make but a falfip 
ftep, we might be thrown headlong over the preci- 
pice. However, by the affiftance 6f the Cyclops, we 
overcame all thefe difficulties ; and he managed mat- 
ters fo well, that in the fpace of two hours we found* 
we had got above the regions of vegetation ; and 
had left the forefts of ^tna far behind. Thefe ap- 
peared now like a dark and gloomy gulph below us, 
that furrdunded the mountain. 

The profpefl: before us was of a very di6ferent na- 
ture; we beheld an expanfe of fnow and ice that 
alarmed us exceedingly, and almoft daggered our 
refolution. In the center of this, but ftill at-a great 
diftance, we defcried the high fummit of the moun- 
tain, rearing its tremendous head, and vomiting out 
torrents of fmoke. It indeed appeared altogether 
inacceflible, from the vaft extent of the fields of 
fnow and ice that furrounded it. Our diffidence was 
ftill increafed by the fentiments of the Cyclops. He 
told us, it ofteiv happened, that the furface of the 
mountain being hot below, melted the fnow in parjti- 
cular fpots, and formed pools of water, where it was 
impoffible to forefee our danger; that it likewife 
happened, that the furface of the water, as well. as* 
the fnow,. was fometimes covered with black aflies, 
that rendered it exceedingly deceitful ; that however, 
if we thought proper, he would lead us on with as 
^much caution as poffible. Accordingly, after holding 
^ council of war, which you know people generally 
do when they are very much afraid, we detached our 
I cavalry to the foreft below, and prepared to climb 
the fnows. The Cyclops, after taking a great 

draught 
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draught of brandy, defired us to be of good ch^er; 
that we had plenty of time, and might take as many 
refts as we pleafed. That the fnow could be little 
more than feven miles, and that we certainly (hould 
be able to pafs it before fun-rife. Accordingly, taking 
each of us a dram of liqueur, which foon removed 
^very objeSion, we began our march. 

The afcent for fome time was not fteep ; and as 
the furface of the fnow funk a little, we had ^tolerable 
good footing ; but as it foon began to grow deeper, 
we found our labour greatly increafe : however, we 
detem^ined to perfevere, calling to mind, in the midft 
of our labour, that the emperor Adrian and the phi- 
lofopher Plato had undergone the fame ; and from 
the fame motive too, to fee the rifmg fun from the 
top of JEtm. After incredible ^ labour and fatigue, 
but at the fame time mixed with a great deal of plea- 
fure, we arrived before dawn at the ruins of an an- 
cient ftrufture, called // Torre del Filofofo^ fuppofed to 
have been built by the philofopher Empedocle§, who 
took up his habitation here the better to ftudy the 
nature of mount ^tna. By others 'it is fuppofed^ tp 
be the ruins pfa temple of Vulcan, whofe (hop, all 
the world jknows (where he ufed to make excellent 
thunderbolts and celeftial armour, as well as nets to 
catch his wife when {he went aftray) was ever kept 
in mount ^JEtna. Here we refted ourfelves for fome 
time, and made a frefli application to our liqueur 
battle, which I am perfuaded, both Vulcan and Em- 
pedocles, had they been here, would have greatly 
approved of 2^ter fuch a march. 

I found the mercury had fallen to 20 : 6. We 
had now time to pay our adorations in a flle^t con- 
templation 
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templatlon of the fublime objefls of nature. The 
fey was clear, and the immenfe vault of the heavens 
appeared in awful majefty and fplendour. We found 
ourfelves more ftruck with veneration than below, 
and at firft were at a lofs to. know the caufe ; till we • 
obferved with aftonifliment, that the number of ftars 
feemed to be infinitely increafed ; and the light of 
each of them appeared brighter than ufuaL The 
whitenefs of the milky v^ay was like a pure flame 
that fhot acrofs the heavens ; arid with the naked eye 
we could obferve clufters of ftars that were invifible 
in the regions below. We did not at firft attend 
to the caufe, nor recoiled that we had now paffed 
through ten or twelve thoufand feet of grofs vapour, 
that blunts and confufes every ray, before it reaches 
the furface of the earth. We were amazed at the 
diftinftnefs of vifion, and ex<^laimed together. What 
a glorious fituation for an obfervatory ! had/Empe- 
docles had the eyes of Gallileo, what difcoveries 
muft he not have made! We regretted that Jupiter 
was not vifible, as I am perfuaded we might have 
difcovered fome of his fatellites with the naked eye, ' 
or at leaft with a fmall glafs which I had in my 
pocket. We obferved a light a great way below us 
on the mountain, which feemed to move amongft the 
forefts, but whether an IgnisFatuus, or what it was, 
I fhall not pretend to fay. We likewife took noticfe 
of feveral of thofe meteors called Falling Stars, which 
ftill appeared to be as much elevated above us, as 
when feen from the plain ; fo that in all probabi- 
lity, thofe bodies move in regions much beyond the 
bounds that fome philofophers have afligned to our 
atmolphere. 

After 
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After contemplating thefe objefts for fome tlme^ 
we fet off, and foon after arrived at the foot of the 
great crater of the mountain. This is of an exaft 
conical figure, and rifes equally on all fides. It is 
compofed folely of aflies and other burnt materials, 
difcharged from' the mouth of the volcano, which is 
in its center. This conical mountain is of a very great 
fize : its circumference cannot be lefs than ten miles. 
Here we took a fecond reft, as the greateft part of 
our fatigue ftill remained. The mercury had fallen 
to '2o: 4|.-— We found this mountain excefEvely 
fteep ; and although it had appeared black, yet it was 
Ekewife covered with fnow, but the furface (luckily 
for us) was fpread over with a pretty thick layer of 
ailhes, thrown out from the crater. Had it not been . 
for this, we never fbould have been able to get to the 
top ; as the fnow was every where frozen hard and 
Iblid, from the piercing cold of the air. 

In about an hour's climbing, we arrived at a place 
where- there was no fnow; and where a warm and 
comfortable vapour iffued from the mountain, which 
induced us to make another halt. Here I found^the 
mercury at 19: 6|. The thermometer was fellen 
three degrees below the point of congelation ; and 
before we left the fummit of JEtna, it fell two degrees 
more, viz. to zy. — ^From this fpot it was only about 
300 yards to the higheft fummit of the mountain, 
where we arrived in full time, to fee the moft won • 
4lerful and moft tublime fight in nature.' 

But here defcription muft ever fall fliort ; for no 

imagination has dared to form an idea of fo glorious 

and fo magnificent a fcene. Neither is there on tha 

* furface of this globe, any one point that unites fo 

many 
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many awful and fublime objeds;— The Immenfe 
elevation from the iurface of the earth, drawn as it 
were to a fingle point, without any neighbouring 
mountain for the fenfes and imagination to reft upon, 
and recover from their aftonifliment in their way down 
to the world. This P9int or pinnacle, raifed on the 
brink of a bottomlefs gulph, as old as the world, 
often difcharging rivers of fire, and throwing oist 
burning rocks, with a noife that fliakes the whole 
ifland. Add to this, the utibounded extent of the 
profpeft, comprehending the greateft diverfity and 
the moft beautiful fcenery in nature ; with • the rifing 
fun, advancing in the eaft, to illuminate the wondrous 
fcene/ 

The whole atmofphere by degrees kindled up, and 
fhewed dimly and faintly the boundlefs profpeflt 
arouml. Both fea and land looked dark and confufed, 
as if only emerging from their original chaos ; and 
light and darknefs feemed flill undivided ; till the 
morning by degrees advancing, completed the fe- 
paration. The ftars are extinguiflied, and the fhades 
difappear. The forefts, which but now feemed black 
and bottomlefs gulphs, from whence no ray was 
refle£ted to Ihew their form or colours, appear a new 
creation jifmg to the fight 4 .catching life and beauty 
from every increafing beam. The fcene ftill enlarges, 
and the horizon feems to widen and expand itfelf oa- 
all fides ; till the Sun, like the great Creator, appears - 
in the eaft, and with his plaftic ray completes the " 
mighty fcene.— All appears enchantment ; and it is 
with difficulty we can believe we are ftill on earth* 
The fenfes, unaccuftomed to the fublimity of fuch a. 
fcene, are bewildered and confounded ; and it is n^t 

tia 
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tHl after fome rime, that they are capable of feparating 
and judging of the objects that compofe it, — The 
body of the Sun is feen rifing from the ocean, immenfe 
tracks both of fea and land intervening ; the iflands 
of LipariJ Panari, Alicudi, Strombolo, and Volcano, 
with their fthoking fummits, appear under your feet ; 
and you look down on thfe whole of Sicily as on a 
map ; and caii trace every river through all its 
windings, from i»^s fource to its mouth. The view is 
abfolutely boundlefs on every fide ; nor is there any 
one objeft, within the circle of vifion, to interrupt it ; 
fo that the fight is every where loft in the immenfity : 
and I am perfuaded it is only from the imperfeflion 
of our organ?, that the coafts of Africa, and even of 
Greece, are not difcovered, as they are certainly above 
the horizon. The circumference of the vifible horizon 
on the top of JEtnz cannot be lefs than 2000 miles : 
At Malta, which is ne^r 200 miles diftant, they per- 
ceive all the eruptions from the fecond region ; and 
that ifland is often difcovered from about one half the 
elevation of the mountain ; f6 that at the whole eleva- 
tion, the horizon muft extend to near double that 
diftance, or 400 miles, which makes 800 for the dia- 
meter of the circle, and 2400 for the circumference. 
But this is by much too vaft for our fenfes, not inten- 
ded to grafp fo boundlefs a fcene. I find, indeed, by 
fome of thq Sicilian authors, particularly Mafla, that 
the African coaft, as well as that of I^aples, with 
many of its iflands, have been difcovered from the top 
of -Stna. Of this, however, we .cannot boaft, though 
we can very well believe it. Indeed, if we knew the 
height of the mountain, it would be eafy to calculate 
the extent of its vifible horizon ; and (vice verfd) if 
. ■■ its 
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its vifible horizon was exaftly afcertained, it would 
be an eafy matter to calculate the height of the moun- 
tain; — But the moft beautiful part of the fcene is cer- 
tainly the mountain itfelf ; the ifland of Sicily, and 
the numerous iflands lying round it. All theffe, by a 
kind of magic in vifion, that I am at a lofs to account 
for;, feem as if they were brought clofe round the 
Ikirtsl of jEtna ; the diftances appearing reduced to 
nothing.— Perhaps this fingular eSeSt is produced by 
the rays of light paffing from a rarer medium into a 
denfer ; which (from a well known law in optics) to 
an obfei-ver in the rare medium, appears to lift up the 
objefts that are at the bottom of the denfe one ; as a 
piece of money placed in a bafon appears lifted up as 
foon as the bafon is filled with water. 

The Regione Deferfa^ or the frigid zone of' JEtna, 
is the firft objeft that calls your attention. It is marked 
out by a circle of fnow arid ice, which extends on all 
fides to the diftance of about eight miles. In the 
center of this circle, the great crater of the mountain 
rears its burning head ; and the regions ofint^nfe 
cold and of intenfe heat feem for ever to be united in 
the fame point.— On the north fide of the fnowy 
region^ they affure us, there are feveral fmall lakes 
that are never thawed ;'and that in many places, the 
fnow, mixed with the afl^es and falts of the mountain, 
is accumulated to a vaft depth : And indeed 1 fuppofe 
the quantity of falts contained in this mountain, is one 
great reafon of the prefervafeon of its fnqws.— The 
Regione Deferta is immediately fucceeded' by the . 
Syhofa, or the woody region ; which forms a circle ' 
or girdle of the moft beautiful green, which furjJ^unds 
the mQuntaia on all fi de^, ,and is certainly one of the ^ 

moft 
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moft delightful fpots on earth. This prefents a re- 
markable coiitraft with the defert region. It is not 
imooth and eVen^ hke the greateft part of the latter ; 
but it is finely variegated by an infinite number of 
thofe beautiful; little mountains that have been formed 
by the difiereiit eruptions of JEtna. All thefe have 
HOW acquired a wonderful degree of fertility, except 
a very few that are but newly formed ; that is, within 
thefe five or fix hundred years : For it certainly re- 
quires fome thoufands to bring them to their greateft 
degree of perfedion* We looked down into the 
cxaters of thefe, and attempted, but in vain, to 
number them. 

The circumference of this zone or great circle on 
jEtna is not lefs than 70 or 80 miles. It is. every 
where fucceeded by the vineyards, orchards, and 
Gom-fields that compofe the Regione Culta, or the 
fertile region. This lad zone is much broader than 
the others, and extends on all fides to the foot of the 
mountain. Its whole circumference, according to 
Recupfero, is 183 miles. It is likewife covered with a 
number of little conical and fpherical mountains, and 
exhibits a wonderful variety of forms and colours, 
and makes a delightful contraft with the other two 
tegions. It i§ bounded by the fea to the fouth and 
fouth-eaft, and on all its other fides by the rivers 
Semetus and Alcantara, which run almoft rpund iu 
The whole courfe of thefe rivers is feen-at once, and 
all their beautiful windings through thefe fertile 
valleys, looked upon as the favourite poffeflion of 
Ceres herfelf, and the very fcerie of the rape of her 
daughter Proferpine. 

6 Caft 
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Caft your eyes a little farther, and you embrace 
the whole ifland, and fee all its cities, rivers and 
mountains, delineated in the great chart of Nature : 
All the adjacent iflands, the whole coaft of Italy, as 
far as your eye can reach ; for it is no where bound- 
ed, but eVery where loft in the fpace. On the fun*s 
firft rifing, the fhadow of the mountain extends 
acrofs the whole ifland, and m^kes a large track- 
Vifible even in the fea and in the air. By degrees this 
is fliortened, and, in a little time, is confined only to 
the neighbourhood of JEtna^ 

We now had time to examine a fourth region of 
this wonderful mountain, very different, indeed, 
from the others, and produftive of very different 
fenfations ; but which has, undoubtedly, given being 
to all the reft ; I mean the region of fire. 

-The prefent crater of this immenfe volcano is a 
circle of about three miles and a half in circumfe- 
rence. It goes fheiving down on each fide, and 
forms a regular hollow like a vaft amphitheatre. 
From many places of this fpace, iffue .volumes of 
fulphureous fmoke, which, being much heavier than 
the circumambient air, inftead of rifing in it, as fmoke 
generally does, immediately on its getting out of the 
crater, rolls down the fide of the mountain Hke a 
torrent, till coming to that par^ of the atmofphere of 
the fame fpecific gravity with itfelf, it (h^ots off hori- 
zontally, and forms a large track' in the air, ac- 
cording to the direOiion of the wind ; which happily 
for us, carried it exaflly to the fide oppofite to that 
where we were placed. The crater is fo hot, that it 
is very dangerous, if not impofSble, to go down into 
it; befides, the fmoke is very incommodious, and, 

,1 in 
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in many places, the furface is fo foft, there have 
been inftances of people finking down in it, and pay- 
ing for their temerity with their lives. • Near the 
centre of the crater is the great mouth of the volcano. 
That tremendous gulph fo celebrated in all ages, 
looked upon as the terror and fcourge both of this 
and another life ; and equally ufeful to ancient poets, 
or to modern divines, when the Mufe, or when the 
Spirit infpires. We beheld it with awe and with 
horror, and were not furprifed that it had been con- 
fidered as the place of the damned. When we refleft 
on the immenfity of its depth, the vaft cells and ca- 
verns whence fo many lavas have iffued ; the force 
of its internal fire, to raife up thofe lavasno fo vaft a 
height, to fupport it as it were in the air, and even 
force it over the very fummitof the crater, with all the 
dreadful accompaniments ; the boiling of the matter, 
the Ihaking of the mountain, the explofions of flam- 
ing rocks, Iffc. we muft allow, that the moft enthu- 
liaftic imagination, in the midft^ of ajl its terrors, 
hardly ever formed an idea of a hell more dreadful. 

It Tyas vdth a mixture both of pleafure and pain, 
.th^t we quitted this awful fcene. Bift the wind had 
arifeil very high, and clouds began to gather round 
the mountain : In a (hort time they formed like an- 
other heaven below us, and we were in hopes o£ 
feeing a thunder-ftorm under out feet : A fcene that 
is not uncommon in thefe exalted regions, and which 
I have already feen on the top of the high Alps : But 
the clouds were foon difpelled again by the force of the 
wind, and we were difappointed in our expeftations. 

I had often been told of the great effedl produced 
by difcharging a gun on the top of /high mountains. 

I tried 
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I tried It here, when we were a good deal furprifed 
to find, that inftead of increafing the found, it was 
almoft reduced to nothing. . The report was ^not 
equal to that of a pocket-piftol : We compared it to 
the ftroke of a ftick on a door ; and furely it is con- 
fiftent with reafon, that the thinner the air is, the 
lefs its impreffion muft be on the ear ; for in a va- 
cuum there can be no noife, or no impreffion can be 
made; and the nearer the approach to a vacuum, 
the impreflion muft always be the fm^Uer. , Where 
thofe great efFefts havt been produced, it muft have 
been amongft a number of mountains, where the 
found is reverberated from one to the other. • . 

When we arrived at the foot of the cone, we ob^. 
ferved fome rocks of an incredible fize, that have 
been difcharged from the crater. The largeft that 
has been obferved from Vefuvius, is a round one of 
about twelve feet diameter. Thefe are much greater ; 
indeed almoft in proportibn of the mountains to each 
other. 

On our arrival at tlie Torre del Filofofo, we could 
not help admiring, that the ruins of this ftrufture 
have remained uncovered for fo many ages, fo near 
tlie top of iEtna, when thoufands of places at a great 
diftance from it, have been repeatedly buried by its 
lavas, in a much Ihorter time. A proof that few 
eruptions have rifen fo high in the mountain. 

Empedocles was a native of Agrigentum, and is . 
fuppofed to have died 400 years before the Chriftian ^ 
sera. Perhaps his vanity more than his philoiophy 
led him to this elevated iituation ; nay, it is faid to 
have carried him ftill much farther :— That he might 
be looked upon as a god, and that the people might 
■ la fuppofe 
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fuppofe he was taken' up to heaven, he is recorded 
to have thrown himfelf headlong into the great gulph 
of mouut JEtna, never fuppofing-that his death could 
jbe difeovered to mankind j but the treacherous moun- 
tswi threw out his flippers, which were of brafs, and 
announced to the world the fate of the philofopher^ 
tvho, by his death, as well as life, wanted only to 
knpofe upon mankind, and make them believe that 
he- was greater thaft they* 

However, if there is fuch a thing as philofophy on 
earth, this furely ought to be its feat. The profpe£t 
is little inferior to that from the fummit; and the 
mind enjoys a degree of ferenity here, that even few 
philofophers,' I believe, could ever boaft of on that 
tremendous point. — All Nature lies expanded below 
your feet, in her gayeft and moft luxuriant drefs, and 
you dill behold united under one point of view, all 
the feafons of the year^ and all the climates of. the 
earth. The meditations are ever elevated in pro- 
portion to the grandeur and fublimity of the objefts 
that furround us ; and here, where you have all Na- 
ture to aroufe your admiration, what mind can re- 
main inadive ? 

It has Kkewife been obferved,' and from experience 
I can fay with truth ; that on the tops of the higheft 
mountains, wher« the air is fo pure^and refined ; and 
where there i^ not that immenfe weight of grofs va- 
pours preffing upon the body; the mind afts with 
greater freedom, and all the funftions both of foul and 
body are performed in a fuperior manner, It would 
appear^ that in proportion as we are raifed above the 
habitations ^f men, all low and vulgar fentiments are 
left behind j and that the foul, in approaching the 

sethereal 
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ecthwej^l region?, Ihakes oflF its earthly affedions, and 
already acquires fomething of their celeftial purity,— »- 
Here, where you ftand under a ferene Iky, and 
behold, with equal ferenity, the tempeft and ftorm 
formipg below your feet; the lightning, darting 
from cloud to cloud, and the thunder rolling round 
the mountain, and threatening with definition th? 
poor wretches below ; the mind confiders the little 
ilorms of the human pafTions as equally below her 
noticeit^ — Surely the fituation alone, is enough to 
infpite philofophy, and Eropedocles had good reafoa 
for chufing it. • 

But, alas! how vain are all our reafoningsl In the 
very midft of thefe meditations, my philofophy was 
at once overfet, and in a moment I found myfelf 
relj^fed into a poor miferable mortal ; was obliged 
to own, that pain was the greateft of evils; and 
would have given the world to have been once more ' 
arrived at thofe humble habitations^ which but a mo». ' 
ment before, I had looked down upon with fuch con- 
tempt, — In running over the ice, my leg folded ;under 
Hie, and I received fo violent a fprain, liiat in a few 
minutes it fwelled to a great degree, and J found 
myfelf unable to put my foot to the ground. Every 
mufcle and fibre was at that time chilled and froze 
by the extreme cold, the thermometer continuing ftilj 
below the point of congelation.. It was this circum- 
ftance, I fuppofe., that made the pain fo violent j for 
I lay a confiderabjie time on the ice in great agcmy ; 
However, in thefe exalted regions, it was ^mpofShle 
to have a horfe, or a carriage of any kind ; and your 
poor philofopher was obliged to hop on one leg, with 

1 3 tWQ 
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two men fupporting him, for feveral miles over the 
fnow; and our wags here allege, that he left the 
greateft part of his philofophy behind him, for the 
ufe^of Empedocles's heirs and fucceflbrs. 

I was happy to get to my mule, but when I once 
more found myfelf on our bed of leaves in the Spe- 
lonca del Capriole, I thought I was in Paradife : So 
true it is, that a removal of pain is the greateft of 
pleafures. The agony I fuffered, had thrown me into 
a profufe fweat and a fever; however, in an inftanl; 
I fell fall afleep, and in an hour and a half, awaked 
in perfeft health. We had an excellent difli of tea, 
the nloft refrefhing and agreeable I ever drank in all 
my life. 

We left the fummit of the mountain about fix 
o'clock, and it was eight at night before we reached 
Catania.— We obferved, both with pleafure and pain, 
the change of the climate as we defcended. — ^From 
the regions of the moft rigid winter, we foon arrived 
at thofe of the moft delightful fpring. On firft enter- 
ing the forefts, the trees were ftill bare as in Decem- 
ber, not a fingle leaf to be feen ; but after we had 
defcended a few miles, we found ourfelves in the 
mildeft, and the fofteft of climates ; the trees in full 
verdure, and the fields covered with all the flowers 
of the fummer ; but as foon as we got out of the 
woods, and entered the torrid zone, we found the 
heats altogether infupportable, and fuffered dreads 
fiiUy from them before we reached the city. On the 
road I faw many mountains which I intended to have 
vifited, but my fprain put it out of my power. One 
of the moft remarkable is called the Monte Pell fe^ 

the 
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the lava of which deftrbyed, the great aqueduft of 
Catania for eighteen miles. It has here and there left 
a few arches ; but nothing of any confequence. 

Not ftur from this mountain ftands the Monte Vic^ 
toria, one of the moft beautiful of all the numerous 
family of ^tna. It is of a pretty large fize, and per- 
fedly regular, and feems to be in the gayeft drefs of 
any. Many of its trees, which, at a diftance, we took 
to be oranges and citrons, appeared to be in full 
blow. It was the lava of this mountain that is faid 
to have covered up the port of Ulyfles, which is now 
three miles diftant from the fea ; but I (hould fuppofe 
this eruption to have been much older than either 
Ulyfles or Troy. 

On our arrival at Catania^ we went immediately 
to bed, being exceedingly opprefled by the fatigue 
of our expedition ; but ftill more by the violent heat 
of the day : A day, in which, I think, I have enjoyed 
a greater degree of pleafure, and fufFered a greater 
degree of pain, than in any other day of my life. 

As my leg continues very much fwelled, I am ftill 
confined to my room, and moftly, indeed, to my 
bed, from whence I have written you the greateft 
part of thefe two epiftles, the enormous length of 
which I am afhamed of. However, as I have ftill 
omitted feveral articles, that I intended to take notice 
of, I fliall add a fequel to-morrow; and fo conclude 
my account of mount -ZEtna. Had it not been for 
this abominable fprain, that holds me faft by the 
foot, you probably had not got off fo eafily ; but I 
am obliged to drop all farther thoughts of climbing 
mountains, though there are many things I ftill 
wanted to examine. Adieu, 

Ever yours. 
I4 



t 

LETTER 51. 

patanUf May $otk» 
\1U E took care to regulate two barometers at the 
foot of the mountain. One of which was left 
with the Canonico Recuperp, ^nd the other we car^ 
ried along with us. The former, our fritod affures 
us, had no fenfible variatlp^ during our abfence. We 
|)oth left it and found it at 29 inches S lines and a 
half, Englifli meafure On our arrival at Catama, 
the one we carried up with us haci rifen again exa^ly 
to the fame point. 

I have likewife a gopd quick-filver" thermometer^ 
which I borrowed from the Neapolitan pl^Iofopher, 
the Padre dejla Torr^, who furnUhed us with letters 
for this place, and would have accompanied us, could 
he have obtained leave of the king. It is made by 
Adams, at London, and (as I myfelf proved) exaSly 
graduated from the two points of freezing and boiU 
ing water. It is upon Farenheit*s fcale. I {hall 
mark the hdghts in the diflferen^ regions of Mtm^ 
with the rules for eftimating the elevation of moun-^ 
tains by the barometer, which,' I am forry to fay, 
Jiave beefn hitherto fo yery ill afcertained. Caffini, 
Boguer, and the others who h^ve. written oa the 
fubjed, to the reproach of fcience, diflfering fo much 
amongft themfelves, that it is with difficulty we can 
come near the truth. 

wffitna has been oiFten meafured, but ,1 believe never 
with any degree of accuracy j and it is really a ihame 

tQ 
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to the fodety eftabliflied in this place, called the 
^tnean a^derny, whofe original inftitudon was to 
ftudy the nature and operations of this wonderful 
mountain. It was my full intention to have mea^ 
fured it geometrically; but I am forry to fay, aU 
though this is both the feat qf an academy apd unir 
yerfity, yet there was no quadrant to be had. Of 
all the mountains I have ever feen, ^tna would b^ 
the eafieft to meafure, and with the greateft cer* 
tainty, and perhaps the properefl place on the globe 
to eftablilh an exa£t rule of menfuration by the ha* 
rometer. There is a beach of a vaft extent, that 
begins exaSly at the foot of the mountain, and rum 
for ^ great many miles along the coaft. The fea- 
mark pf this beach forms the meridian to the fummit 
of the mountain. Here you are fure of a perfeft 
level, and may make the bafe of your triangle of 
what length you pleafe. But unfortunately this men«< 
furatioii haa never been executed, at leaft with any 
tolerable degree of precifion. 

Kircher pretends to have meafured it, and to have 
found it 4000 French tojfes in height ; which is more 
than any of the Andes, or indeed thaa any mountain 
upon earth. The Italian mathematicians are ftill 
more abfurd. Some of them make it eight- njiles, 
fome fix, and fome four, An^^^ij the laft, and I 
believe the beft who has made the attempt, reduces 
it to three miles 264 paces ; but even this muft be 
e^tceedingly erroneous ; and probably the perpendicu- 
lar height pf iEtna dpes not exceed 12,000 feet, or 
little more than two miles. I (hall mark the diffe- 
rent methods of detertnining heights by the barome* 
|er^ and you may chufe which you pleafe. I believe 

the 
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the allowance in all of them, particularly in great 
elevations, ;where the air is fo exceedingly thin and 
Eght, is much toofmall. Mikeli, whofe menfura- 
tions.are efteemed more exaft, has ever found it fo« 
Caffini allows, I think, ten French toifes of eleva- 
tion, for every line of mercury, adding one fpot to 
the firft ten, two to the feeond, three to the third, 
and fo on : But furely the weight of the air diniinifhes 
in a much greater proportion. 

Boguer takes the difference of the logarithms of 
the height of the barometer in lines (fuppofing 
thefe logarithms to confift only of five figures) ; 
from this difference he takes away a 30th part, jmd 
what remains he fuppofes to be the difference of 
elevation. I do not recoUeft his reafon for this fup^ 
pofition ; but the rule feems to be ftill more erro- 
neous than the other, and has been entirely laid 
afide. I am told, that accurate experiments have 
been made at Geneva, to eftablifli the m^ifuratibn 
with the barometer ; but I have not yet been able to 
procure them. Mr. de la Hire allovws twelve toifes, 
four feet for the line of mercury 2 And Picart, one 
of the moft exaft of'the French academicians, four* 
teen toifes, or about ninety Englilh feet. % 

Height of Farenheit's Thermometer, 

At Catania, May 26, at mid-day - - .76 

Ditto, May 27, at five in the morning - 7^ 

At Nicolofi, 12 miles up the mountain, mid-, 

day . - • ' ." 73 

At the cave, called Spelonca del Capriole, in 
the feeond region, where there was ftill a 

confiderable 
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confiderable quantity of fnow, at feven at 

night - - - - 6f 

In the fame cave at half an hour paft eleven - 52 
At the Tbrre del Filofofo, in the third region, 

at three in the morning - - - 34I 

At the foot of the crater of jEtna - - 33 

About half-way up the crater - - 39 

On the fummit of JEtna, a little before fun-rife 27 

Height of the Barometer in inches and lines. 

At the fea-fide at Cataniar - . . 29 Sf 

At the village of Piedmonte, in the firft 

region pf ^tna - - - 27 8 

At Nicolofi, in the fame region - - 27 ij 

At th^ Caftagno de Cento Cavalli, in the 

fecond region - - - 26 5I 

At the Spelonca del Capriole, in the fecond 

region - - • 24 s v 

At the Torre del Filofofo, in the third re- 
gion - - - 20 5 
At the foot of the crater - - 20 4I 
Within about 300 yards of the. fummit - 19 6f 
At the fummit of ^tna (fuppofed to be 

about) -» - - ^9 4 

The wind at the fummit was fo violent that I could 
not make the obfervation with perfeft exaQinefs; 
however, I am pretty certain that it was within half 
a line. 

I own I did not believe we fhould find ^tna fo 
high. I had heard indeed that it was higher than 

any of the Alps, but I never gavie credit to it: 

How 
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How great then was my aftoniflimcnt to find that 
the mercury fell almoft two inches lower than I had 
ever obferved it on the very higheft of the acceffible 
Alps ; at the fame time I am perfuaded there are 
many inacceffible points of the Alps, {particu- 
larly Mont Blanc) that are ftiH much higher than 
.iEtna. - 

I found the magnetical needle greatly agitated near 
•the fummit of the mountain ; (the Padre della Torre 
told me, he had made the fame obfervation on 
Vefuvius) however, it always fixed at th^ north point, 
tho^gh it took longer' time in fixing than below. 
But what Recupero told nie happened to him, was 
very Angular. — Soon after the eruption 1755* he 
placed his compafs on the lava. The needle, he 
fays, to his great aftonifliment, was agitated with 
much violence for fome confiderable time, tili at laft 
it entirely 16ft its magnetical power, ftzmding indif- 
criminately at everypoint of the compafs 5 and this 
it never after recovered^ till it wa3 again, touched 
with the loadftone. 

The wind, ahd my imfortunate Iprain together, in 
5fc- great meafure prevented our eledrical experiments^ 
on which we had built ijiot a little ; however, I found 
that round Nicolofi, ^nd particularly on the top of 
Monpelieri, the air was in a very favourable ftate for 
eleftrical operations. Here th^ little pith-balls, whea 
iiifolated;, were fenfibly affeded, and repelled each 
other above an inch, I expeded this eleftrical ftate 
of the air would have increafed as we advanced on 
the mountain ; but at the cave where we flept, I 
could bbferve no fuch . effefl:. Perhaps, it was owing 
|to the exhalations from the treejs and vegetables, 
7 which 
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which are there exceedingly luxuriant; whereas about 
Nicolofi, and round Mqnpelieri, there is hardly any 
thing but lava and dry hot fand. — ^Or perhaps it 
might be owiiig to the evening being farther advan- 
ced, and the dews beginning to fall. However, I have 
no doubt, that upon thefe mountains formed by 
eruption, where the air is ftrongly impregnated with 
fulphureous effluvia, great eleftrical difcoveries might 
be made. And perhaps, of all the reafons afligned for 
the wonderful vegetation that is performed on this 
mountain, there is none that contributes fo much to- 
wards it, as this conftant eleflrical ftate of the air : 
For from a variety of experiments it has been found, 
that an increafe of the eleftrical matter adds much to 
the progrefs of vegetation. It probably afts there in 
the fame manner as on the animal body ; — the circu- 
lation we know is performed quicker ; and the juices 
are driven through the fmall veffels with more eafe 
and celerity. This has often been proved from the 
immediate removal of obftruftions by eleftricity ;— 
and probably the rubbing with dry and warm flannel, 
efteemed fo efficacious in fuch cafes, is doing nothing 
more than exciting a greater degree of electricity in 
the part ; but it has likewife been demonftrated, by 
the common experiment of making water drop 
through a fmall capillary fyphon, which the moment 
it is eleftrified runs in a full ftream. — I have, indeed, 
very little doubt, that the fertility of our feafons de- 
pends as much on this quality in the air, as either on 
its heat or moifture. - • 

Electricity will probably foon be confidered as the 
great vivifying principle of Nature, by which fhe 
calrries on moft of her operations. — It is a fifth ele- 
ment. 
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xnent, diftinfl: from, and of a fuperior nature tp the 
other four, which only eompofe the corporeal parts 
of matter ; But this fubtile and active fluid is a kind 
of foul that pervades and quickens every particle of 
it.— When an equal quantity of this is diffufed 
through the air, and over the face of the earth, 
everything continues calm and quiet ; but if by any 
accident one part of matter has acquired a greater 
quantity thah another, the mofl dreadful confequences 
often enfue before the equilibrium can be reftored. — 
Nature feems to fall inta convulfions, and many of 
her works are deftroy^d : — ^All the greati phaenomena 
are produced ; thunder, lightning, earthquakes, and 
whirlwinds ; For, I believe, there is little doubt, that 
all thefe frequently depend on this fole caufe. And 
again, if we look down from the fublime of nature to 
its minutiae, we fliall ftill find the fame power afting, 
tliough perhaps in lefs legible charafters ; for as the 
knowledge of its operations is ftill in its' infancy, they 
are generally mifynderftood, orafcribed to fome other 
caufe. However, I have no doubt, that in procefs of 
time thefe will be properly inveftigated ; when mankind 
will wonder how much they have been in the dark. 
It will then pojQSbly be found, that what we call fen- 
fibility of nerves, and many of thofe difeafes that the 
faculty have as yet only invented names for, are owing 
to the body's being poffeffed of too large or too fmall 
a quantity of this fubtile and aftive fluid j that very 
fluid, perhaps, that is the vehicle of all our feelings ; 
and which they have fo long fearched for in vain in 
the neryes : For I have fometimes been led to think, 
that this fenfe was nothing elfe than a flighter kind of 
^leftric eflfed, to which the nerves ferve as conduc- 
tors : 
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tors ; and that it is by the rapid circulation of this pe- 
netrating and animating fir^ that our fenfatioiis are 
performed. We all know, that in damp and hazy- 
weather, when it feems to be blunted and abforbed 
by the humidity j when its afliivity is loft, and little 
or none of it can be coUefted ; we ever find our 
fpirits more languid, and our fenfibility lefs acute : 
but in the Sirocc wind at Naples, when the air feems 
totally deprived of it, the whole fyftem is unftrung, 
and the nerves feem to , lofe both their tenfion and 
elafticity, till the north or weft wii^id awakens the ac- 
tivity of this animating power, which foon feftores 
the tone, and enlivens all nature, which feemed to 
droop and languilh during its abfence. 

It is likewife well known, that there have been in- 
ftances of the human body becoming eledric without 
the mediation of any eleftric fubftance, and even 
emitting fparks of fire with a difagreeable fenfation, 
and an extreme degree of nervous fenfibility. 

About ieven or eight years ago, a lady in Switzer- 
land was affefted in this manner, and though I was 
not able to learn all the particulars of her cafe, yet 
feveral Swifs gentlemen have confirmed to me the 
truth of the ftory,— She was uncommonly fenfible of 
every change of weather, and had her eledrical 
feelings ftrongeft in a clear day,, or during the paffage 
of thunder-clouds, when the air is known to be 
replete with that fluid. Her cafe, like moft others 
which the doftors can make nothing of, was decided 
to be a nervous one; for the real meaning of thatj 
term I take to be only, that the phyMan does not 
underftand what it is. 

• Two 
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Two gentlemen of Geneva had a fliort experieiicie 
of the fame fort of complaint, though ftill in a much 
fuperior degree. — ^Profeffor Sauffure and young Mr* 
Jalabert, when travelling over one of the high Alps, 
were caught amongft thunder-clouds ; and to their 
utter aftonifliment, found their bodies fo full of 
dedrical fire, that fpontaneous flafhes darted from 
their fingfers with a ctackling noife, and the faitie kind 
of fenfation as when ftrongly eleftrified by art^— *Thi8 
was communicated by Mr. Jalabert to the Academy 
of Sciences at Paris, I think, in the year 1763 j and 
•you will find it recorded in their memoirs. 

It feems pretty evident, I think, that thefe feelings 
were owing to the bodies being poffeffed of too great 
a fhjire of eleftric fire. This is an uncommon cafe ; 
but I do not think it at all improbable, that jnany of 
our invalids, particularly the hypochondriac, and thofe 
we call Malades Imagmaires^ owe their difagreeable 
feelings to the oppofite caufe, or the bodies being 
poffeffed of too fmall a quantity of this fire ; for we 
find. that a diminution of it in the air feldom fails to 
ihcreafe their uneafy fenfations, and vice verfa. 

Perhaps it might be of fervice to thefe people to 
wear fome elfeftric fubftance next their (kin, to defend 
the nerves and fibres from the damp, or non-eleftric 
air.— I would propofe a waiftcoat of the fineft flannel, 
which fliould be kept perfeftly clean and dry ; for 
the eflfluvia of the body, in cafe of any violent perfpi- 
ration, will fdoh deftroy its el'eftric quality : This 
fliould be covered by another of the fame fizeof filk. 
The animal l|Pbt, and the friftion that exercife muft 
Occafion betwixt thefe two fubftatftces, produce a pow- 
trfid eledricity j and would form a kind of eledric 

atmof- 
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^tmo%(faere around the body, that mij^ht poffibly. be 
one of the ; baft prefervatiyes agaiiift the ^ffed of 
damps. 

/\s "for our Sm& iady, I have Jittle doubt that her 
complaints wer^ owing in great part, perhaps eti* 
tirely, to her.drefs ; and that a very fihaU aheration,, 
ahnoft Jn any part of it$ would effedually ha^^e cured 
her. A lady who has her head furrounded \fiih ' 
wires^ and her hair.ituck full of metal pins, and who 
at the fame time iUnds upon ,dry fitk, is to:«iU intent^ 
and purpofes an elettrical conductor ihfolated, aztd 
prepared for xoUeding. the fire, from the atmofphere : 
And it is not at all furprifmg, thabdiiriiig thunder* 
ftorms, or when the air is extremely reptete with 
eledricai matter, fhe fhould emit fpari^' and 'exhibit 
other appearances of eleftricity^— ^I imagine a -very 
trifling change of drefs, which from the coftftant 
verfatiUty of *heir modes ftmy fome day take plac^, 
would render this lady's dileafe akogethei^ ^epidemical 
amongfl: jhe fex. — 'Ojity let the foles of - their Iho^s 
be made ^of an elefftric fubftanc^, and l^t the wires 
of their caps, and pins of their hair, be fomewhat 
lengthened and pointed outwards ; and I think (there 
is little doubt, that they will dften find themfelves in 
an eleflrified (late : — But, indeed, if they only wear 
filk, or even woi'fted ^lockings, it may fometimes 
prove Sufficient ; for I have often infolated eleSro- 
meters ^as perfectly by -placing them on a piece of dry 
iilk or flannel, as -on glafs. 

How little do our ladies imagine, when they fur- 
round their 4ieads with wire, the inoft powerful of all 
jconduSors; and at the feme time wear 'ftockings, 
-Ihoes, and gowns of filk, one of the -rndft powerful 

jgl repel* 
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repellents, that they prepare their bodies in the fame 
manner, and aceoifding to the fame principles, as 
eledricians prepare their condu^rs for attrading the 
ate of lightning; ! If they cannot be brought to relin- 
. quifh their wire caps and their pins, might they not 
fall upon fome fuch prefervative as thofe which of 
late years have been applied to obje&s of left con- 
Sequence ? 

Suppofe that every lady fhould provide herfelf with 
a fmall chain or wire^ to be hooked on at pleafure 
during thunderrfborms. This (hould pafs from her 
cap over tte thickeft part of her hair, which will 
prevent the fire from being communicated to her 
head ; and. fo down to the greund.-^It is plain this 
will a£t in the fame manner as the condu£^ors on the 
tops of fteepl^, which from the metal fpires that are 
commonly placed there, analogous to the pins and 
^res, were fo liable to accidents^ You may laugh at 
all this; but I aflure yeu I never was more ferious in 
tay life, A very amiable lady of my acquaintance, 
Mrs. Pouglas, of Kelfo, had alm6it loft her life by 
6ne of thofe csps mounted on wire. She was ftand- 
iiig at an open window* during a thunder^ftom) : 
. The lightning was attracted by the wire, and the cap 
was burnt to a(hes ; happily her hair was in its natu- 
ral ftate, without powder, pomatum, or pins ; and 
prevented the fire from being conduced to her head ; 
for as (he felt no kind of fhock, it is probable that it 
went off from the wires of the cap to the wall, clofe 
to which ihe then ftood. If it had found any ^con« 
dudor to carry it to her head or body, in all proba* 
bility Ihe muft have been killed.— -'A good ftrong 
head of hair, if it is kept perfectly clean and dry, is 

probably 
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probably one of the beft prefervatives againftihe fite 
of lightmng. But fo foon a$ it is ftu&d full of powdir 
and pomatum, and bound together*with pins, its re- 
pellent force is Iqft, and it becomes a cdnd after •• 
—But I beg pardon for thefe fiirmife/^ : I throw them 
in your way oijly for you to improve. upon at year , 
kifure: For we have k ever in our power to he 
making ekpcfHments in eleftricity. And althougli 
,this fluid is thp mod fubtle and aflive of any we 
know, we can Command it on all occafiohsj'ahd I 
am now fo accuftomed to its operations, that F feldotti 
comb my hair, or pull oflF a ftodking, withom ob- 
ferving them under fome form or cdier* How fur- 



*, Since the writing of thefe letterS} the author has made 
fome experiments on the eleftricity of hair ; which tend ftjil to 
cenvince him the more of whit he has advanced. A lady had 
toldhim, that on combing her hair in frofty^tveather, in the 
darky (he had ipmetimea obferved fparks of fire to iflue from 
Jt. This made him think of attempting to coliedl the ele£lricai 
fire from hair alone, without the affiftance of aiiy other elec- 
trical apparatus. To this end, he defired a young lady to (land 
on a cake of bees-wax, and to comb her fifter'shaio, who was 

fitting on a chair befor-Q her. Soon after (he began to comb, ' 

the young lady oa the waX was greatly aftonifhed to find her 
whole body eledlrified ; darting out fparks of fire againft every 
objcft that approached her. The hair was extremely eledrical, 
and affhdted an ekftroinetcr at a very great diftance: He 
cl^rged a metal cpndu<ftor from it with great eafe ; and in the 
fpaee of a few minutes colle<5led as much fire immediately 
from the hair, as to kindle cdmmon fpirits ; and by means 
of a ffnail phial, gave many fxiiart (hocks to all the company, 
A full account of thefe experiments was lately read before the 
Koyal Society. They were made during the time of a very 
hardfroft, and on a firotig head of hair, where no powder or 
pomatmxl had been ufed for many months. 

K 2 prifing 
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priikigli it thm, that mankind (hould hove Cved and 
breathed In it lor fo many tboufand years^ without 
dimoft erer fuppofing that it «xifted ! But to retiim 
to our mountain. 

Recupero told me be iiad obfenred the lame phas- 
.nomenon here that is common in the eruptions of 
mount Vefuvius, viz. red forked lightning darting 
irom the fmdce<i without being folk^wM by the aoife 
of thunder. The reafon poilibly is, that the crater 
and fmoke k at that time fo highly ele&ricaU that 
like a cylinder* or globe, heated by fri^on, it throws 
^flFfpontaneous flaffaes into the air, wifhour :being 
brought /into the attra£Hon of any condudor, or 
body lefs eleftric than itfelf j (indeed the fpontaneous 
difcharges frdm a good eleftrical globe, often bear a 
perfefl: refemblance to this kind of lightning), how- 
ever, if a non-eleflric cloud were to pafe near 
the crater at^ that time, the crafh of thunder would 
probably be very violent, which indeed is often the 
cafe when the air is full of wet clouds in the time of 
an erupdon ; but when this does not happen, the 
equilibrium is probsibly reftored by degrees, and 
without any ihock, from the furplus of ele£brical 
matter being gradually communicated to the earth 
and fea all around the mountain ; the immenfe lavas 
that have run from it, ferving as condu&ors. . , 

So highly eleftric is the vapour of volcanos, that 
it has been obferved in feme eruptions both of Mtnz 
and Vefuvius, that the whole track of fmoke, which 
fometimes extended above loo miles, produced the 
moft dreadful eSe&s ; killing (hepherds and flocks oa 
the mountains; blafUng trees, and fettiqg fire to 
houfes} wherever it met with them on an elevated 

fituation* 
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wire round. its firing, would foon hiavedifarmed this 
formidable cloud. Thefe effe^is, however^ only 
hapj^n when the air is dry and little agitated, but 
when it is full of moift vapour, the great rarefaction, 
from the heat of the lava generally brings it down in. 
violent torrents of rain, which foon convey the elec^ 
trical matter from the clouds to the earth, and re* 
ftores the eqiriEbrium. 

As Recupero,. who is a facetious and an agreeable 
companion, was kind enough to fit a good deal with 
me during my confinement, I have gathered many 
remarks from his converfation, that may perhaps be 
worthy of your attention. 

The variety of waters about ^na, he tells me^ is 
furprifing. I have ak^ady mentioned the Fiume 
Freddo,. or the river of Acis ; Recuper# confirms 
what I ba4 been told <^ it. There is a^ lake on the 
north df the mountain, of about three miles in cir- 
cumference, which receives feveral confiderable 
rivers ; yet, although there is no apparait outlet, 
it never overflows its banks. I fuggefled the pro-^ 
bability of a fubterraneous communication betwixt 
this and the Fiume Freddo. He faid there was no 
refemblance in the quality of their waters ; however, . 
I think it is probable, that in a oourfe of fo many' 
miles, through the caverns of iEtna, full of faks and 
minerals, it may acqiure both its cold and its vitriolic 
qualities. 

There is another lake on the top of a motmtain to 
the wefl of iBtna, the bottom of which could liever 
be found. It isobferved never either to rife or fall, 
but always to preferve the fame level. It is un- 

K 3 doubtedly 
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doubtedly tKe crater of that mountain (which is all of 
buriit matter) converted into a lake. The riviei^ 
which Xupplies the baths o£ Catania is of a very dif* 
feront nature : It never continues the fame, but is 
perpetually changing. Jts current is for the moffc 
part confined under ground by the lavas j but fome* 
times it burfts out with fuch violence that the city ha*, 
fufiered greatly from it ; and what is ftill more un- 
fortiTnate, thtfe eruptions are generally followed by 
fonie epidemical diftemper. It has now been con- 
ftantiydimimfhing for thefe two years part, and is at 
prefent . almoft reduced to nothing. They are in 
perpetual dread of its breaking out^ and laying wafte 
their fields, as it has fo often done before. What is 
fmgular, it generally burfts out after a long traft of 
the dryeft and warmed weather. The ^tnean aca;. 
demy hav^%iever been able to account for this cir- 
cumftance. I think it iis moft probable that it arifes 
from the melting of the fnow on JEtna, but I fhall 
not pretend to fay how. — Thefe, perhaps, overfilling 
the caverns that ufually receive their water, the fur- 
plus is carried off into this' river. 

The river of Alcantara certainly takes its rife from 
the melting of thefe fnows. Its waters, I obferved, 
^re of the fame whitifh colour as all the rivers are 
that run from the Glacieres amongft the Alps. There 
are feveral periodical fprings on JEtna, that flow 
pftly ^during the day, and flop during the night. 
Thefe are naturally and eafily accounted for from the 
melting of the fnow ; for it melts only during the 
day, being hard frozren every night, even in the 
hotteft feafon. There are like wife a variety of poifonous 
fprings, fome of fo deadly a quality, that birds and 

beads 
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^ails have beoi found lying desd on their banksr, 
from having drunk of their water. But (what is per-j 
haps ftiU more fmgular) Recupero told nie, that 
about twenty years ago, a rent opened in the rnouu- 
tain, that for a confiderable time fent forth fo me« 
phitic a vapour, that, like the lake Avenius, birds 
were fuffocated in flying over it. 

There are -many caverns where the air is fo ei?- 
tremely cold, that it is impofGble to fupport it for 
any time. Thefe the peafants make ufe of as refer- 
Yoirs for the fnow ; and indeed they make the fineft 
ice-hoiifes in the world, preferving it hard frozen 
during the hotted fqmmers. It would be endlefs to 
give an account of all the gavems, and pther curious 
appearances about ^tna. Kircher fpeaks pf a cave 
which he faw, capable, h^Xays, of containing 30,000 
men. Here, he adds> numbers pf people have been 
loft from their temerity in going too fs^r. One of 
thefe caverns ftill retains the name pf Pro/i^rpine, from^ 
its being fuppofed by .the ancients, the .paflage by 
which Pluto conveyed her into his dppiinions ; on 
this occ^fion Ovid defcribes Ceres, as (earching fojr 
her daughter, with two trees whigh (he had plucked 
from the mountain, and lighted by way of torches. 
Thefe he calls Teda, which 13 ftill the name of a tree 
I have feen no where but oq mount iEtna. - It pro- 
duces a great quantity of rofin, and was furely the 
moft proper tree Ceres; could have pitched upon for 
her purpofe. This roftn is called Catalana^ and is 
efteemed a cure for fores. 

I have mentioned the great variety of flowers, trees, 
&c. on mount JEtna. I have found a. long lift of 
them in Mafia ; but as I am not acquamted with their 

K 4 Sicilian^. 
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^citiaA names, . I csn mabd Gale outof iL I hx^e 
engaged a peiibn h^ere to procure me a cofleflion of 
their feeds in the feafbn* I find of the number, the 
cimiamqn, farfaparilla, faflafras, rbubarb, and many 
others that I thought had not been natives of Europeiir 
The Patma ChrifU too, that p]ant fo much celebrated 
of late, from the feed of which the caftor oil is made, 
grows both here and in many other places of Sicily, 
in the greateft abtindance. Our botanifts have calle4 
it Ricinus Americanus, fuppofing it only to be pro- 
duced in that part of the world, A Bath phyfician, 
I remember, has lately written a treatife on this plant, 
and the^ virtues of the oil extrafted from its feed, 
^hich he makes a fort of Catholicoii. You may be- 
lieve ^e fliall not leave Sicily without providing our- 
felves with a quantity of this precious feed. 

Mount ^tna, I find, is as much celebrated by the 
dncients as the moderns, for the variety of its odori- 
ferous pfoduftions. Plutarch fays, their fmell was 
fo ftrong, that on many places of the mountain it 
was iippoffible to hunt. I (hall tranfcribe the paffage 
as it is before me in an old tranflation I have bor- 
rowed : " Circum iEtnam in Sicilia neminem ferunt 
" cum canibus venatum iri; quia enim multos per- 
** petuo illic ut in viridario prata, collefque flores 
^* mittunt a fragrantia, quae eam oram ocdupat, 
** obfufcare lerarum anhelationes, &c.** Ariftotle 
Bas likewife a paffage to the very fame purpofe ; but 
this may fuffice. 

There were formerly a variety of wild beads in the 
woody regions of jSltna y but notwithftanding this 
advantage they had over the dogs and hunters, the 
number of thefe is now greatly reduced.— They have 

ftill 
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i!^t however the witd boar, the roebud:, and a kin^l 
of wild goat ; but the race of (tags, which was much 
cetebiated, as wdl as that of bears, is thought to be 
extindl. Several places of the mountaitt are fiilt 
named from thofe animals. 

The horfes and cattle of mount jEtna were 
efteemed the beft in Sicily. The cattle are ftill of a 
large fize, and have horns of fuch a length, that they 
are preferved as curiolities in fome mufeums. Th^ 
horfes, I am afraid, have degenerated. 

There are faid to be quantities of porcupines and. 
land tortoifes on fome parts of -ffitna ; but we had- 
not the good fortune to meet, with any of themu 
Neither did we fee any eagles or vultures, which are 
likewife faid to be inhabitants of this mountain. 

The accounts given of mount ^tna by the old 
Sicilian authors, (feveral of whom I have borrowed 
frdm Recupero) are very various. Some of them 
defcribe the hollow of the crater as being feven or 
eight miles in circumference, fome make it five, and 
pthers only three; And probably aiU of them are 
right } for I find, by all their accounts, that gene- 
rally once in about loo years the whole crater ha5 
falleh down into the bowels of the mountsun : That 
in proc' fs of time, a new crater is feen peeping out 
of the gulph ; which, perpetually increafing by the 
matter thrown up, is by degrees raifed again to it& 
ancient height, till at lalt becoming too heavy for ita 
hollow foundations, it again gives way, and at once 
fink« down into the mountain This happened about 
loo yeara ago, in the year 1669, as recorded by 
BorelH, whofe account of it I have before me. 
** Umwrfum cacuoien, quad ad inftar fpeculas, feu 

«« turris. 
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turris, ad ingentem altitudinem elevabatur, qxibA 
^* Una cum vafta planipe arenpfa deprefla, atque al>- 
^* forpta eft in profundam voraginem/* &c. The fame 
Bkewife happiened in the year, 1536, as recorded by 
Fazello and Filoteo, and in the years 1444, 1329,0114. 
1 157. Of all thefe I have read an account ; but proba- 
ble betwixt the two laft mentioned, there has been ano* 
ther that is not recorded, as the intervals betwixt aU 
the reft are pretty nearly equal. 

Some of them give a dreadful account of it, FoU 
cando, one of their hiftorjans, tells us, it fliook the 
whole ifland, and refounded throtjgh all its fhores. 
And their poet Errico fayg, on the fame occafion, 

*' S^oJe il fuo gran mugUo 
'^ Fer milte piagge e Hdi.** 
- *' The bellowing dire a thoufs^nd jjiads refound, 
*' Whofe trembling (hores return the dreadful fouod.'* 

In all probability, this event will very foon happen, 
as the circumference of the crater is no where re* 
corded to have been reduced to lefs than three miles ; 
and Recupero fays, it is at prefent only three miles 
and a half ; befides, i po years, the common period, 
has now elapfed fmce its laft fall. 

There are many ftories of people perifliing by their 
temerity, in being too curious fpeftators of the erup- 
tions of this mountain ; but there are ftill many more, 
of thofe that have been miraculbufly faved by the in- 

/ terpoficion of fome faint or the Virgin, who are fup- 
pofed to be in a perpetual ftate of warfare with the 
devils in mount ^tna. That part of the ifland where 
a^tna ftands, has ever been named il Vol Demonic 

- from the frequent apparitions of thefe devils. It 
makes on^ third of ^the ifland. The other two are 
named the Val di Noto, and the Val di Ma%zara. 

There 
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There is one ftory, though a very old one, that U 
ftiU related at Catania; it is taken notice of by 
Seneca, Ariftotle, Strabo, and others. In the time of 
a great eruption, when the fire was pouring down 
upon" the city, and every one was carrying oflF hig 
moft valuable effeds; two rich brothers, named 
Anfinomus and Anapias, negleSing all their wealth, 
efcaped from the conflagration with their aged parents 
on their backs. Thefe authors add, that the fire, re* 
fpefting fuch filial piety, fpared them, whilft many 
others that took the fame road were coilfumed. 

I'his adion has been wpnderfully extolled, and 
proves, I think, that feats of this kind were by no 
means common in thofe days. — Now, pray, don't you 
think, in the worlc) at prefent, bad as it is fuppofed to 
be, there are tew fons^ who would not have afted vx 
the fame manner ? and fare I am, the reft of^mankind 
would not have made fuch a fufs about it. Humanity 
and natural aflFeftion, I believe, in thofe ages we are 
inclined to extol fo much, were not by many degrees 
fo powerful as they are at prefent. —Even the. pious 
-Sneas himfelf, one of the moft renowned of all their 
heroes, was in effed but a favage, jioiwithftanding all ' 
that Virgil fays to perfuade us of the contrary ; for 
you find him facrificing his weak and captive enemies, 
at the fame time that he is canting and preaching up, 
piety and~juftice. 

Thefe two brothers were fo celebrated for this 
aftion, that there was a difpute betwixt Syracufe and 
Catania, which of thefe cities had given them births 
and ten^phs were erefted in both of them, dedicated 
to Filial Piety, in memory of the event. 

In 
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In the accounts of the more receipt deflrufUonr of 
Catania, Aere occurs no inftance of thijs fort. — We 
hvid them only lamenting the lofs of pri^fls and nuns, 
and very much out of humour at their faints, for 
allowing the devils to get the better of them* I have 
been a good deal entertained with fome of thofe 
authors.— Selvaggio,, one of their poets, fpeaking of 
the terrible earthquake in the year i 169, that deftroy- 
ed Catania, and buried multitudes of people in the 
rnins, defcribes it in the following manner, which 
may ferve as a fpecimen of the poetry of that time. 

•' Cataileam doko, dolor eft nuTerabile dfdu : 
'Clara potens antiqua fuit ; plebe^ milite, clero, 
Divitii9> auro, fjiecie, virtute, triumphls. 
Hcu terrac mot'u ruit ilia potentia rerura ! 
Morte ruit juvenis, moritur vir, fponfa, maritus. 
Tjnde fuperbit homo ^ Dens una diruit hora 
Tm-res, ornat^js, veftes, cuinJlofqae par^ttus. 
In tawto gemitu pcriit pars maxima gentis, 
Proh dolor ! et monachi quadraginta quatuor ct plus : 
Et periitpaftor patriae, pater ipfe Johannes 
Pontificalis honor, lux regni fic perieri.'* 

But another, Guftanavilla, one of their hiftorians, 
gjves a very diflferent account of this a£Fair ; as it is 
Jikewife foipewhat curious in its way, I (hall copy it 
for your amufement ; " In omnem terram, et in fines 
*^ orbis terras jam exiit plaga ilia, qua nuper iii Sicilia 
** percuiS funt Catanenfes in vigilia B. Agathae ; cum 
*' epifcopus ille: damnatiflSmus, qui, ficut fcitis, fibi 
*^ fumpfit honorem, non vocatus a Domino, tanquam 
*^ AaroUy et qui ad fedem illam, non eleftione cano- 
** nica, fed Giezritica venalitate intrayit ; cum, in- 
** quam, abominationis offerret incenfum, intonuit de 
*«' codio Dominus, et ecce terrse motus fadus eft mag- 

** nus; 
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" nus ; angelus enim Domini percutiens epHcopum 
^* in furore Domini cum populo, et nhiverfa civitate 
** fubvertit/' 

He adds, that if St Agatha's veil had not been pro- 
duced, the angel of the Lord was ii> fuch a fury, that 
he would not have left one foul alive. 

There is a curious painting of the great erup- 
tion r669, in the cathedral of this place. It is but in- 
diflFerently painted, but gives a dreadful idea of that 
event. Borrelli, who was upon the fpot, defcribes jt* 
— ^He fays, on the nth of March, fometime before 
the lava burft out, after violent earthquakes and 
dreadful fubterraneous bellowing, a rent was opened 
in the mountain twelve iniles long ; in fome places of 
which, when they threw down ftones, they could not 
hear them ftrike the bottom. He fays, that burning 
rocks, fixty palms in length, were thrown to the dif- 
tance of a mile ; and that the , giants, fuppofed to be 
buried under mount -^tna, feemed to have renewed 
their war againft heaven : That ftones bf a leffer fize 
were carried upwards of three miles j and that the 
thunder and lightning from the fmoke, vras fcarce 
lefs terrible than the noife of the mountain. He adds, 
that after the moft violent ftruggles and fhaking of 
the whole ifland, when the lava at last burft through, it 
fprung up into the air to the height of fixty palms.— 
In fhort, he defcribes that event, as well as the imi- 
verfal terror and confternation it occafioned, in term§ 
full of horror. — For many weeks the fun did not ap- 
pear, and the day fe.emed to be changed into night.— 
gopn after the lava got vent, which was not till four 
months from thg time that the mountain began to la- 
5 tour, 
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bour, all thefe dreadful fymptoms abated,, and it was 
ibbn Wter perfedly quiet. 

He fays, this deluge of fire^ after deftroying th« 
.fined country in Sicily, and f seeping away churches, 
villages, and convents, broke over the lofty walls ©f 
Catania, and covered up five of its baftions with the 
intervening curtains. From thence pouring down ofa 
the city, it deftroyed every objed it met with, over- 
whelming and burying all in one promifcuous ruin. 

What he regrets moft, was fome precious remains 
bf antiquity ; the nameSj the fituation, and even the. 
memory of whofe exiftence, xs now loft in the place* 
He mentions an amphitheatre, which he calls Cot* 
Hfeo^ the Circus Maximus^ the Naumacbia^ and feveral 
temples* 

An account of this great eruption was fent to 
Charles It. by Lord Winchelfea, who was then return* 
ing from his embafly at Conftantinople, and (lopped 
here on purpofe to fee fo remarkable an event. But 
his.Iordihip has not been at that pains to examine it 
we could have wiflied.^ His curiofity was fatisfied in 
one day ; and he feems to have been contented only 
to look at the lava at a great diftance ; but did not 
think of examining its fource^ or afcending the moun- 
tain, although at that time all the moft formidable 
circumftances of the eruption were already over. 

I fhould not finifh this account of mount Mthz^ 
without faying fomething of the various fables and al- 
legories to which it has given rife ; but it would pro- 
bably lead me into too vad a field, and give this more 
the air of a diifertation than a letter or a journal. 
Thefe you will eafily recoUefl:. They have afforded 
ample employment for the mufe, in all ages, and in all 

languages ; 
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languages ; and indeed the philofopher and natural 
hiftorian have founds in the real properties of this 
mountain, as ample a fund of fpetulation, as the 
p6et8 have done in the fi<aitious.^-*-It is fo ofttai 
mentioned by the ancient writers, that it has been faid 
of ^tna as well as of Greece : . . '♦ 

** Nullmn eft fine nomine faixunK?' 

Indeed, t am afraid this faying wajs much more ap- 
plicable to it formerly thanr it is at prefent ; for we 
even found feveral large mountains that haRl no 
hairie f and it does not at all appear, that the num- 
ber of philofophers in Sicily have by ^ny meaus in- 
creafed in the later ages. Their ambition is now 
changed; and if they can get a faint to keep the 
devils of -Stna in order, they trouble themfelves very 
little about the caufe of its operations j and do not 
valu^- their ifland half fo much for having giv^n Wrth 
to Archimedes or Empedocles, as to St* Agatha aqtl 
St. Rofolia. : 

The ancients, as well as the moderns, feem ever 
to have confidered -Stna as one of the higheft moun- 
tains on the globe. There are many paffages in their 
authors that (hew this ; though, perhaps, none more 
ftrongly than their making Deucalion, and Pyrrha 
take refuge on the top of it, to fave themfelves from 
the univerfal deluge *, 



* Cataclyfmus, quod nos diluvium diciraus, cum fadlus eft^ 
omne genus human um interiit prKter DeucalionQm et Pyr- 
rham, qui in mpntcm ^tnam qui altifiimus in Sicilia cfTe di* 
citur f ugerunty &c. HiciNus. ... 

IJhail 



144 ^ TOUR TnkQvoH 

I fhall toow conclude this long accoiiint of mount 
JEtpa with Virgil's celebrated defcription of it in the 
.third ^aeidy which has been fo much admired. Ypu 
ipay compare it with the following defcription of the 
'famous poet Raitano, held, I aifure you^.kx fuU as 
high eftimation by the Sicilians. 

*' Nel mezio^verfo I'etherc awicdna 

JBtna la fronte fua cinta di orrori« 
. i con ifpavantevok rovina 

Rimbombd, e con orribiri fraj^ori. 
tente negrl jiubi al cie) dedina 

Funianti di atro turbine^ c di ardori, 

£rgi globbi di fiamma, c fu lambifce 

3Le ftellc omai con infuocate ftrifcic; ^ 

Scogli, e divelte vifcere dl monte 
. £rruttando tal voica avido cftoUc i 

£ con gemiti vomita» e con onte .. 
. JLiquifatti xnacigni, c in fondo bollc.;*^ 

So iings the Sicilian mufe; — you will notlw^jrever 
jiefitate to give the preference to the Roman >dne» 

although the former is evidently ftolen from ker. \ 




«« — — Horrificis juxta tonat iEtna ruin/s, 
Interdumque atram prorumpit ad «:hera nubexiit 
Turbine fumantem piceb et candente favUIaj^ 
AttolltCque globos flainmarimit et(|iciera lambit« 
j^ . . . Interdanique fcopulos, avolfaqne vifccra moatis 
Erigtt erudansy liquefa^aque faxa fub auras ,. 
Cam gemitu glomerat> fundoque exaeftuat imo»'^ 

, But both thefe have been greatly, out-done iy the 
wonderful imagination of our great countryman ,Sir 
Richard Blackmore ; who accounts at once for tKe 
li^hole phsenomena of ^tna, by the fimple idea t>f 
giving the mountain a fit of the colic: A thought 

that 
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that had efcaped all the poets and phflbfoplie!i*«f of' 
antiquity j and fe^iiis for ever to have been referved; 
fpr the profound genius &f this gr^at mafler and fa« 
ther of the Bathos.— I hisive forgot the'paffage j but 
you will find it, I think, in Prinjce Arthur. 

ITie phildfophical poet, Lucretius, has likewife' 
mentioned the eruptions of ndount jffitna ;, but Pindar 
is the'oWeft poet we kilow of, that has taken any 
hotice bf them; • His defcription is j I think, the irioft 
fatisfedory of all, and conveys a clearer idea both of 
the mountain itfelf, and ah. eruption of the mountain^ 
Ihah dther.the Roman or Sicilian poet, though it ijT 
hot near fo much' laboured, nor worked up with alt 
that variety of circUmftances, they have found mean§ 
to intro4uce* Its great^ft fault is, that Pindaf had 
(till kept in view that abfurd idea ofihe ancients,' 
that Jupiter had buried the giants under mount 
jEtna * ahd that their ftriiggling to get Idofe, was the 
caufe of its eruptions i But eveii this he touches but 
(lightly, as if afliamed to give fudh a reafon. The 
paflage is tranflated into Englifli by Mr. Weft. 

** No% under frtiokifig Cunaa's fulph'rous coaft . 

Arid Vftft Sicilia, lies his tortur'd breaftj 

By fnbwy ^tna, nurfe of endlefs froft. 

The mighty prop of heaven for ever preftj 

Forth from whofe flaming caverns UTuiug rife 

Tremendous fountains of pure liquid fire. 

Which veil in ruddy mifts the noon-day (kies, 

While wrapt in fmoke the eddying flames afpire j. 

Or gleaming thfb' the hight with hideous roarj 

Far o'er the fed'ning main huge rocky fragnxents pour^** 

This pafege decides what has beeti riiuch difputed, 
that -ffitna was, in thefe early ages, bf as great anf 
elevation as at prefent It has l^eea alleged^ that 

{4 tolcaaos 
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vftkwQ^ alwayS; incrf af« » height tilj they ajfQ ^tui* 
giaifliedy when they are fuppoC^4 ^<> mpid4er 'down, 
zad by degree!} $ii|^ into t^e qaT^ms, dbat su-e M^^ 
tbem>, I&e the a^runi, and t^q felfalemi a( ^p]^; 
However we fmd that .£tn% was a$ that tii;rie s|s now> 
cohered. wUb ^maj^fhow^, and was fupplofeda^ ^ke 
Atlaji, to be one pjF the greaj pr<>ps,qf heaven. 1^ 
v^l^t^ fleai^B^n^e.tbp i^oft ig this.d^fcjpipiioniist ths^ 
i^ proves heyo^d !^^: poflibility of a ^o^^t^^ that in^ 
t^fe very remote er^ptions^ if: was €omqfu>a for th^ 
lavas of ^tnj^ to run a, gref4 way ov^ to fea^-^Th€^ 
(^nclufion^ I thinly is fully as juft,^ an4 perhaps^ Qot 
\pi^ fublin)^^ tjban the ^ avoUaqiie vifc^era ii^pnii^€^^l 
*^ eruAans'*^ of: Virgi^ which, I mu(): aw;i, I tYmk 
leather came% too near Sir ^icbaf d'% gi of the 
colic* 

ThocydBies. fjjeafcs of three eruptions. of this mou^u 
t^h ;; but is no^ fo particular as w^e could have wiihed» 
He does not Hjention the date of ^ firft ;. but fays, 
ijt was the earlieft after the arrival of thi^ Greeks, m 
Sicily* The fecond happened about the time of the 
77th Olympiad, and the laft in that of the 88th, 
which was nearly about the period whenf, Fihdar 
wrote J fo that we cannot doubt that his defcriptioa 
is taken from the accounts he )iad heard of fome 
of thofe eruptions, the circumftances of which^ no 
doubt, at that time, had afl^rded matter of conver- 
fatfon all oVi^r Greece^. \ \ 

I tlnnk we may now try to take teave of iBtna, 
though I api afraid, during the remainder of our ex- 
pedition, we (ball meet with nothing worthy to fuc- 
ceed it. ^ W e fhall fail from hence, to-nuanDow 
xnoming J and expeQ: to, fleep. aj: Syracufe,^ aa, k is 

. ^ . onlj 



dnl^ about fSij mil&s AiitinU I (hill wri^ to you 
Bgdiu from the naiis b£ that Gdebraisd dty; Fare* 
WelU ^ . 

.Eyeryoi|TS. 
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Syi^acufe, Juiic tft; 
l^if the 3ift of May we embarked on board ji 
felucca^ and fet fail for the mighty Syracufe.-^ 
*f he Wmd was favourable^ and for fome time we went 
at a great rate. The view of mount JEtna, for the 
whole of this little voyage, is wonderfully fine, and 
the bold black coafl formed, for near thirty miles, of 
the lava of that immenfe vokano, gives the moil; 
awful idea of it eruptions^ There is no part of thii 
coaft nearer than thirty miles to its fummit ; and yet 
thet'e hias har<ily been any great eruption, where the 
lava had' not reached the fea, and driven back its 
Waters to a great diftance, leaving high rocks and 
^itHnontories, that for ever fet its waves at defiance, 
and pfefcribe their utmoft limits. What a tremen- 
dous fcene mud the meeting betwixt thefe adverfe 
. elements have formed ? 

We niay eafily conceive the .variety of change* 
this coafli has undergone in the fpace of fome thou» 
iands of years, as every great eruption mufl have 
made a confiderable difiecenca.— "Vergil is wonder^ 
fully minute and exa£t ia. i\}s geography of Sicily ; 
and this is the only part of 'the iflm^ that feem^t to 

La - bt 
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;be materially altered fince his time. Me faya tlicre 
-was. a very large port at the foot of iEtxia^ where 
(hips were fecure from every wind ; 

^ Portus ab acceflu trentoram immotus et ingens ; 

of which, at prefent, there are not the leaft remains. 
It is prbbably the fame that was called by the Sici- 
lians the pbrt of Ulyfles j t^hich is often mentioned 
by 'their "imtersj-^-The place of its exiftence is ftill 
{hewn betwiltt three and four miles up the country^ 
amongft the laVai^ of iEtna, - However, I can fee no 
Ifort of reafoii why they have called this the port of 
Ulyfres: For furely Homer does not bring his hero 
near the precinQs of mount iEma. Indeed I thinH 
it is evident, that this volcano did not burn during 
the time of Homer, nor for fome ages preceding it, 
otherwife it is not poffiblej that he would have faid 
:)fo much of Sicily, without taking any notice of fo 
:great and capital an objeft, which^ of all others, the 
daring and fuhlime imagination of Homer would hare 
beea^he moft eager to grafp at,— It is evident, frona 
his account, that Ulyffes landed at the weft end 
pf Sicily, oppofite to the ifland> of Lachaea, now 
Favignana, almoft two hundred miles diftant from' 
this port. 

, Virgil, with more judgment, lands hisTiero at the 
foot of iEtna, which gives liim an opportunity of 
introdpciag fome of the fineft defcriptiott in the 
,£neld*. Bat it is fomewhat odd, that here be makes 
j^neas find (Hie of Ulyfles's companions, who. had 
efcaped the rage of Polyphemus, and had lived for 
feveral months in the woods and caverns of this 
mountain. — Virgil muft have been aware cfv^ Ifer 

|Hr<)priety^ 
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propriety, ,as he well knew that Homer had landed 
yiyifeay and placed the cave of Polyphemus at the 
nioft diftant point of the iiland. But he could not 
prevail on himfelf to pafs mount ^tna^ He was.fo 
thoroughly convinced, that this was the moll proper 
landing.place for an epic hero, as well as the mofl, 
proper habitation for the Cyclops, that, |by a bol4 
poetical licence, he has fairly taken it for granted, 
that Homer really made it fo. Indeed, in this paf^ 
fage, the pleafure he affords to the imagination of his 
reader, makes an ample amends for his having impofed 
on his judgment. But to return to our voyage. 

The view of the mountain from the iba is more 
complete and fatisfkdory than any where on the 
ifland. The eye takes in a greater portion, of the 
circle, and you obferye, with more diftinf^efe, how 
it rifes equally on all fides, from its immenfe bafe, 
overfpread wirii th^ beautiful little mountains I have 
mentioned; and at once can trace the progrefs of 
vegetation from its utmoft luxuriance, to where it isr 
checked by the two extremes of heat and of cold,— ^ 
The different regions of the mountain are diftinftly 
marked out, by their different colours, and different 
produSions; expofing at once to the ravifhed eye 
every climate, and every feafon, with all their variety j 

^ Where bloflbms, fruits, and flo\yers together riic| 
^* And the whgle year in g^y confufion lies." 

, The firft region exhibits every objeft that charap* 
terifes fummer and autumn ; the.fecond, thpfeofthe 
moft delightful fpring; the third, an eternal and 
ynrelenting winter ; and the fourth, to complete the 
contrail, the regions of unextinguifliable fire, 

. L3 Th? 
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The circumference of the grejit bafe of JBtna, 
Recupero told me» he had been at a good 4eal of 
pains to afcertain ; as it had generally been compqted 
only at a hundred miles, or Uttle more, although 
the radii of that circle had ever been eileemed at 
thirty of thofe miles ; an abfurdity ill qomputadoa 
that had piJt him upon making this inquiry. Tho 
refult was, that takuig the fuppofed diftances of ono 
place from another, all' the way roynd, the fum of 
the whole amounted to one tiundred and eighty-thres 
miles : an immenle circle furely, and which is (till ea« 
larged by every cotifiderable eruption. The whole 
df this circle is formed of lava and burnt matter } 
and I have obferved, that near the very outermoft 
borders of it, there have been many little eruption^ 
that have pierced through fpme of the thickeft laya$ 
of JEtna. Thefe fmall eruptions, at fo yaft a diA 
tance frpm the great furnace of the mountain, are 
probably opcafione^ by the intenfe heat of t)ie lava, 
ivhiph continues for many years rarifying the ajf, Iq 
the caverns it ^a^, run oyer, which burfting forth 
from its prifon, the lava fmks down, and kindling 
the fulphur and nitx^ with which thefe cayern$ are 
filled, exhibits in miniature the phenomena of i^ 
great eruption. 

There is a large fandy beagh that extends from the 
mouth of the river Simetus, ^ great way tp the fputh 
of Catania, and was probably continued the whole 
way to the foot qf the mountain qf Taurominum, 
(where there are ftill' fome remains of the eaft end 
of it) till it was broken in upon, many thoufand 
years ago, by the lavas of ^tna; which, from a 
flat iandy ihpre, have now. converted it intp a high, 
. \ bpld, 
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Wa, black, iron coaft, What & a ftWHg i*oof of 
this ;— in many places where they have funk deep 
>«rells; after pierdng through the lava, they have 2k 
laft come to beds of Ihells and fea-land. 

TTiere is nothing elfe very interefting m the voyagfe 
from Catania, to Syracufe. If you will read the con- 
cbiioh of the third book of the JEneid, you will find 
a mtich better defcription of it than any I can givis 
you. The coaft lies low, and, except jStna, ther^ 
are no very ftriking objeflis. 

We pafled the mouths of feveral rjvers : The fir^ 
and mod confiderable is the Giarretta, or river of St. 
Paul, formerly the Simetus ; and under that mmt 
celebrated by the poets. The nymph Thalia, aftei" 
her amoui* with Jupiter, b fuppofed to have beeii 
changed into this ftream : and, to avoid the refent- 
hicnt of Juno^ funk under ground near mount iEtna, 
and continued her fubterraneous courft to the fea. 
This river was navigable in the time of the Romans, 
and, Mafla fays', the only one in tlie illand that wa$ 
fo. — ^It takes its rife on the north fide of iEtna, and 
furrounding the weft fldrts of the mountain, falls into 
the fea near the ruins of the ancient Morgantio. It 
no longer finks under ground as it did formerly; 
but it is now celebrated for a quility it does not ap- 
pear to have poffefled in the times of antiquity, as 
none of the old writers take notice of it. It throws 
up near its mouth great quantities of fine amber f 
This is carefully gathered by the peafants in the 
neighbourhood, and brought to Catania, where it is 
manufactured into the form of crofles, beads, faints, 
&c. and is fold at high prices to the fuperftitious 
people on the continent. We bought feveral of thefe 

L 4 refpedable 
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refpedable figures^ and found them eleftrical in ft 
high degree ; posA^erfully aJtradUng feathers, ftraws^ 
and other light bodies ; fomewhat emblematical, you 
will fay, of what they reprefcnt,-»^ome pieces of 
this amber contain flies and other infefts curioufly 
preferyf d in its fubftj^nce j a^d yve were not a little 
entertained with the ingenuity of one of the anifts, 
who has Lft ^i large blue^bottle-fly, with it3 wings 
jexpanded, exadly over the head of a faint, to repre- 
fen% he told us, h fpirito fanto defcending Upon him, 
I have got fpme fine pieces of this amber, more 
eleftric, I think, and emitting a ftronger fmell, than 
that which comes from the Baltic* The generation 
of this fubffohce has long been a controverted point 
^mongft naturalifts; nor do I believe it is as yet 
afcertained, whether it is a fea or a land prody&ioDf 
It is generally fuppofed to be a kind of gum or bitU'* 
men, thaf ilfue^ from the earth in a liquid^ (late, at 
which time the flies and other infeds that light 
upon it are caught, an4 by their druggies to get 
loofe, foon worktheipfelves intp its fubft?^nce, which 
gardening round them, they are for ever preferved 
in the greatefl: perfedion, J-arge fine pieces are con«. 
fiantly found at the mouth of the Simetus, fuppofed 
to havp 'been brought doie^n by the river ; but it isf 
fmgufar, that none of it is ever found any where but 
on the fea-fhore : They have likevrife here a kind of 
artificial amber, made, I am told, from copal; but 
it is very diflFerent from the natural. 

Not far from the mouth of this riyer there are two 
of the largeft lakes in Sicily ; the Beviere, and the 
Pantana ; the firft of which is fuppofed to have teea 
made by Hercules ; in confequence qf which it was 

held 
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held facred by the ancients. They are full of a vat 
riety of filh; one fpecies of which, called Molletti, 
is much efteemed; the falling and exportation of 
fhefe makes a confiderable branch of commerce at 
X»eontini, which is in th^t neighbourhood: that city 
is one of the mo(( ancient in the iiland, and is fup^ 
pofed to have been the habitation of the Leftrigons« 

The Leontine fields have been much famed for their 
fertility : Both Diodorus ^jid Pliny affert that they 
yielded wheat an hundred-fold, and that grain grew 
Ipontaneoufly here yriihout ' culture : But this was 
only during (he reign of Ceres, and is |iot now tb^ 
fafe* 

In a few houns failing we came in fight of the dty 
pf Augufta, which is beautifully fituated in a fmall 
siland that was formerly a peninfula ; Jt was therefore 
fcalled by the Greeks Cherfpnefus. Both the city 
and fortifications feem confiderable, and are faid to 
contain about 9000 inhabitants. The ruins of the 
Little Hybla, fo celebrated for its honey, lie withia 
a few miles of this place* 

Some time before our arrival at Syracijfe, it fell a 
dead calm, and we fpied a fine turtle faft afleep ou 
the furface of the ^aten Our pilot ordered a pro- 
found filence, and only two oars tp row very gently^ 
that if poilible we tnight fiirprife him.-r— Every thing 
was put in order, and two men were placed ready 
at the prow tp fecure* the prize. — We were all 
attention and expeds^tion, and durd hardly breathe 
for fear of difturbing him. 

We moved flowly on, and the turtle lay ftone-ftill j 
the two men bent down their bodies, and had their 
arms already in the wat<Hr to feize him.--No alder- 
man. 
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miOj With all deference be it fpoken, ever beheld hJs 
turtle upon the table with more jrfeafure and feturity j 
nor feafted his imagination, more lufciouily ilpoti the 
banquet,— JHe was already our own in idea, and we 
were only thinking of the various ways in which he 
fiiouid be dreffed :- — When— how vain and tranfitory 
ail human poffefHons! the turtle made a plunge^ 
flipped through their fingers, and difappeared in a 
moment, and with him ail our hopes. — We looked 
^ery fooliih at each" other, without uttering a word, 
till FuIIarton a(ked me, in the moft provoking man- 
toet in the world, whether I would chufe a little of 
the callipafh or the callipee. — The two men fhrugged 
up thar ihoulders, and faid Pazienza ; but Glover 
told them tnarage, that all the pazienza on earth 
was tiot equal to a good turtle. 

Soon after this, the remains of the great Syracufe 
ftpi^eared ; the remembrance of whofe glory, magni- 
ficence, and illuftrious deeds both in arts and arms, 
Inade us for fonie time even forget our turtle. But, 
alas! how are the mighty fallen! This proud city, 
that vied with Rome itfelf, is now reduced to a heap 
of rubbiih ; for what remains of it deferves not the 
name of a city. We rowed round t^ie greateft part 
of it^ walls without feeing a human creature ; thofe 
tery walls that were the terror of the Roman arms ; 
from whence Archimedes battered their fieets, and 
with his engines lifted their vefiels out of the fea, and 
dafted them againft the rocks. We found the in* 
terior part of the city agreed but too well with its 
external appearance. There was not an inn to be 
found ; and after vifiting all the monafteries and re- 
Hgious fraternities in fearch of beds, we found th* 
^ whole 
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ivMe of tTiem fo wretchedly m«an aiKl dirty, that wa 
pj^ferred at laft to fleep on draw ; but even thsft we 
toul4 not have clean; but are eat up with vermin of 
every kind^ ^ 

We had letters for the Count Gaetano, who made 
an apology that he could not lodge us, but in other 
sefpefts (hewed us '.many civilities j particularly itt 
giving us the yfe of his carriage, in explaining the 
niins, in pointing out every thing that was worthy of 
our attrition ; and likewife in giving us letters of re- 
commendation for Malta. He is a gentleman of good 
fenfe, and has written feveral treatifeson the antiquities 
pf Sicily, 

Of the four cities that compofed the ancient Syra- 
cufe, there remains only Ortigia, by much the fmal}» 
eft, fituated in the ifland of that name. It is about twa 
miles round, and fupppfed to contain about 1 4000 in- 
habitants. The ruins of the other three, Tycha, Acra- 
dina, and NeappH, are computed at twenty-two miles 
in circumference, bpt almpft the whole of this fpape 
is now converted into rich vineyards, orchards, and 
]Corn-fieIds ; the walls of tbefe are indeed every where 
|>uilt with broken marbles full of engravings and in-- 
^riptions, but moft of them defaced and fpoiled. The 
principal remains of antiquity are jj. theatre and am- 
phitheatre J many fepulchre.s, the Latomie, the Catan 
combs, and the famous ear of Dionyfius, which it 
was inip(^ffible to deftroy,— The Latomie now makes 
a noble fubterraneous garden, and is indeed one of 
(he moft beautiful and romantic fpots I jeyer beheld. 
Mpft of it i|S about one hundred feet below the level 
pf the earth, and of an incredible extent. The whole 
|8 hewn put of a rock as hard as marble, compofed of 

9 con« 
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9 concretion of fliells, gravel, and other marine bodlesg 
The bottom of this immenfe quarry, from, whence pro* 
bably the greateft part of Syracufe was built, is now 
covered with an exceeding rich foil ; and as no wind 
from any point of the compafs can touch it, it is fiUed 
with a e;reat variety of the fined fbrubs and fruit-trees, 
which bear with yaft luxuri mce, and are never blafted. 
The oranges, citrons, bergamota, pomegranates, figs, 
&c. are all of a remar'kable fizfe and fine quality^ 
Some of thefe trees, but more particularly the oKves, 
grow out of the hard rock ; where there is no vifible 
foil ; and exhibit a very uncommon and pleafing ap- 
pearance. 

There is a variety of wild and romantic fcenes in 
this curious garden ; in the midft of which we were 
furprifed by the appearance of a figure under one of 
the caverns, that added greatly to the dignity and fo- 
lemqity of the place. — ^^It was that of an aged man, 
with a long flowing white beard that reached down 
to hi^ piiddley Hfs old wrinkled face and fcanty grey 
locks pronunced him a member of fome former age 
^ well as of this. His hands, which were (hook by 
the psilfy, held a fqrt of pilgrim's ftaff ; and about 
bis neck there lyas a firing of lar^e beads with a cru- 
cifix hanging to it§ end.-?T-Had if not been for thefe 
markp of |iis latter ex}ftence, I don't know but I (hould 
have alHed bim, whether, in his youth, he had not 
been acquainted with Theocritus and Archimedes, 
and if he did not remember tl>e reign of Efionyfius the 
tyrant. But he faved us the trouble, by telling us he 
was the hermit of the place, and belonged to a con* 
vent of Capuchins on , the rock above ; that he had 
ifow bid adieu to the upper world, and was determinr 
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^ to fpend the reft of his life in this fblitudis, ill 
prayer For the wretched mortals that inhabit it. 

This figure^ together with the fcehe in which it ap- 
pears^ are Indeed adinirably well adapted, and refied 
a mutual dignity upon each other. We left fome 
monefy upon the rock :-rFor the Capuchins, who art 
the greateft beggars on earth, liever touch money^ 
but fave their too tender confciences, and preferv^ 
their vowis unbroken, by the fimple device of lifting 
it with a pair of pincers, and carrying it to market in 
their fack or cowl. This I have feen more than once; 
— We were much delighted with the Latomie, and 
left it with regret : It is the very fame that has been 
fo much celebrated by Cicero about 1800 years ago: 
•* Opus eft ingens (fays he) magnificum regurn, ac 
•• tyrannorum. Totum ex faxo in mirandam akitudi!- 
** nem dopreffo/' &c. A little to the weft of it is fup^ 
pofed to have ftood - the country-houfe, the fale of 
which you will remember he gives fo lively and pJea- 
fant an account of ; by which a goldfmith (I have for- 
got his name) cheated a Roman nobleman in a very 
ingenious manner. 

The ear of Diony fius is no lefs a monument of the 
ttigetiuity and magnificence, than of the cruelty, of 
that tyrant. It is a huge cavern cut out of the hard 
j'ock, in the form of the human ear. The perpendicu* 
lar height of it is about 80 feet, and the length of 
this enormous ear is not lefs than 250. The cavern 
was faid to be fo contrived, that every found made ill 
it, was coUefted and united into one poii^t, as into a 
focus ; this was called the Tympanum ; and exactly 
oppofite to it the tyrant had made a fmall hole, virhich 
communicated .with a little apartment where he iifed 

to 



io conceal nimfelf. He applied h«^ dwft ear ti9 ^ 
hole, and is faid td have heard diftinSlj er&rf wbrd 
that was fpoken in the cavem below; This apartment 
.was ho fodner finilhedj atid a proof of k made^ than 
he put to death atl the workmen that had beeft ^em-^ 
yb)rediniri H^ then confined all that he fufpeded 
were his enemids ; aiid by over-hearing -^k&r convev* 
Jation, judged of their guilty add condeAaed and ac- 
quitted accol-dittglyi 

. As this chamber df fiionyfiils ik ver^ high in the 
tock^ and i^ow^ totally inacceffibl^^. we had it not in 
bur power td make proof of thisxurioiis experiitieRt, 
which oUr guides told Us had been done fome jrears 
ago by the captain of an Englifli fhipi 

The echo in the ear il prodigious ; miich fuperioi^ 
to any other cavern I have feen. The holes in th^ 
rock, to which the prifoners were chained^ i^ll remaii^e^ 
l^d even the lead and iron in feverat of them. We 
ibrprifed a poor young |)orcupi£ie who had eoine hefe 
to drink, of whom our guides made lawfial pri^e.-* 
Near to this there are caverns dz great extent, wherel 
they carry on a manufaftory of nitre^ which is found 
in vaft abundance oh the fidies of theie caves« 

The amphitheatre is in the form of a ve*y entem 
txic eUipfe, and is much ruined ; but the theatre is 
lb entire, that itioft of the gfadini of fcate ftill re* 
main. Both thefe are in that part of the city that was 
called Neapoli, or the New City. " Quarta auteni 
H eft urbs (fays Cicero) quse quia poftrema^ sddificata 
^ eftt Neapalis nominatur, quam ad fummam thea*^ 
«* trum eft ma:t(imum, &c'* However, it is but a 
fmall theatre in comparifon of that of Taurominum^ 
We £garched amongft the fepulchres, feveral of 

which 



which are. *Biy elegant, for that of Arctemeifes^; but 
could Tee nothing refembUng it.— At his own 4efire 
it was adorned with the $gure of a fpber^ infcrit>ed i^ 
z, cylinder, but had been loft by his ungpateful coujj^" 
trynaen, even biefore the time that Gicero was qu^ 
Jqrof Sicily; It is pleafoiU to obferve, with whai: 
^eagemefs this great man undertaki^s the fearch of it,* 
and wi:h what exultation he defcribes his tm^mph^ 
oa the difcoveiry. ^^ £go antem cum omnia colki£r 
^' trarem oculis (eft enim ad portae Agi^gian^y 
f^ magna, frequentia fepulchrorum) animadverti €<$• 
^* lumnellaoi non multura ^e dumis eminentem, ii| 
" qua inerat fphaera figura et cylindri. Atque eg4» 
** ftatim Syracufanis (erant autem principes mecum) 
** dixi, me illud ipfum arbitrari effe quod qu^rerem* 
^^ Immiffi cum fakdbus multi purgarunt, et aperoer 
** runt locum : quo cum patefa£lus effet aditus ad 
^ adverfam baiim accefllmus ; apparebat epigramma 
^ exefis pofterioribus partibus yerficutorttm dimidia- 
^^ tis fere : Ita nobiliOima Grsecise civitas, ^oadam 
^^ vero etiam. do&iflinia, fui civis unius acutiiiimi 
^^ monumentum ignorafTet, nifi . ab homine Arpns^te 
♦* didiciffet, &c." 

The Catacombs are a great work ; little inferioif 
either to thofe of Rome or Naples, and in the fame 
fiyle» There are many remains of temples^ The 
X>uke of Montalbano, who has written /osl the 
antiquities of Syracuie, reckons near twenty ^ but 
there is hardly any of thefe that are now dtftinguifii^ 
2hie9 A few fine columns of that of Jupiter Oi^mpus 
Hill remain ; and the temple of Minerva, (now com 
Vi^ed into, the cathedral of the city, and* deiiicaled 
tQ the Virgin) is almoft entire. They have lately 

built 
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built a new ifa9ade tb it ; but I am afraid they haVe 
not imprpved on the fimplicity of the antique. It is 
full of bi^^ken pedimentd^ and I think in a bad ftyle. 
• . Ortigia, the Only remaining part of Syracufe, waar 
anciently an iilaiid ; it is often denoniinated Aich by 
Virgil^ Cicei-d, and mafty of the Greek and Latin 
hiftorians. In latter ages$ aiid probably by the ruiitf 
of' this mighty city, thfe ftrait that feparated it from 
the continent, tra^ filled up ; and it had now beeii a 
penlnfula for maby ages i till the prekht king o^ 
Spain^ at a vaft expence^ ciit through the neck o^ 
land that joined it to Sicily) and has again reduced it 
to its primitive ftate. 

Here he has raifed a noble fortifi(:ation, which ap* 
pears to be almoft iinpregfiable. There^are four 
firdttg pkiesy one within the other, with each a glacis, 
covered way, fcafp and counteHoKrp, and a broad 
deep ditch filled with fea- water, and. defended by an 
immenle number of-^embrafures;— bdt not fo much 
as one (ingle piece of artillery. This you will no 
doubt think ridiculous enough, but the ridicule is 
ftill heightened, when I aflTure you there is not a can- 
non of any kind belonging to this noble fortrefs, but 
one fniall battery of fix pounders for fainting (hips 
that go in and out of the port* If yoti are at a lois 
to account for this^ you will pleafe remetnber that 
it is a work of the king of Spain. However, the 
ditches are very ufeful ) they aref perpetually covered 
with fiQiing-boats i and they can nfe their nets and 
lines here with the greateft fuccels, eveii in Ae moft 
ftormy weather ; though I dare fky this was none of 
the motives that induced his majefly to make them. 

the 



The aobitey of the pl^pe Jiavjj l&pwpffe l*rge$ here, 
for their amufement. 

As.lb^ celebrated fountain of Arethufa ha$ frver 
be^ ie^k^.iilpon 9$ one o£ the g^eat^ft cyriofities of 
Syi^ttf^, you may believe w^ were not a little im* 
pii^ent t§> esKiniaie it : An^ Ind^ only hy obfi^ving 
Cicero's acGopnt of it^, we fooa fouad it out*--^t 
ftiU exaaiy anfwe^ Jhe defcription he give8, except 
vri(h regi^d to the gr^at quantities of fi& it contained^ 
whiph f?em now to hi^e ab^doned k. 

T]|e foimtain of Arethufa was dedicated to Diana, 
who had a magnificent temple near it, where great 
feftiy»l9 were annually cd^rated in honour of thi^ 
goddffs. We fousd a cpumbar of nymphs, up to the 
knees in the fountain; bufy washing their gaiments^ 
and we dneaded the &t& of AS^eon and Alpheus : 
but if thefe were of Diana's train, they are by no 
.means fo coy as they were of old ; and a man would 
hardjy phufe to run the riflL of being changed eith^ 
into a ftag or a liyer for the bell dF them. 

It is fndeed an aftoniflung fountain i and rifes at 
on^e out pf the earth, to the fize of a river.-^The 
poetical fictions concerning it are too well known to 
require {hat I ihould enumerate them. Many of the 
people here believe to this day, that it is the iden- 
tiqal ^ver Arethufa, that finks under ground near 
Olympic in (k'eece, and continuing its cour£e for five 

* III hiic iji^rvUa eictrenv^ eft fons aqu9 du}c!^ cm nomen 
Axet^ufa eft, incfedibiH magnitudine pleni$inus pifciuniy qui 
fiudu tolas operiretufi i^fi munitione, ac rxiole lapldu;n a piart 
^isjufi^us efletf Bic* Cic. 

M or 



X62 A TOUR THROUGH 

Of fix hundred miles below the occean, rifes again In 
this fpot. 

It is truly aftonifliing that fuch a ftory as this 
Ihould have gained fuch credit amongft the anci^ts, 
for it is not only their poets, but natural hiftorians 
and philofophers too, that take notice of it. , Pliny 
mentions it more than once ; and there are few or 
none of the Latin, poets that it has efcaped. 

This ftrange belief has been communicated to the 
Sicilian authors, ^nd, what is amazing, there is 
hardly any of them that doubts of it.— Pomponius 
Mela, Paufanias, Maffa, and Fazzello, are all of the 
fame fentiments j to fupport which they tell you the 
old ftory of the golden cup won at the Olympic 
games, which was thrown into the Grecian Are- 
thufa, and was foon after caft up again by the Sici- 
lian one. . 

They likewife add, that it had always been ob- 
ferved that after the great facrifices at Olympia, the 
blood of which fell into that river, the waters of 
Arethufa rofe for feveral days, tinged with blood. 

This, like many modern miracles, was probably a 
trick of the priefts.^^Thofe of Diana had the charge 
of the fountain of Arethufa, and no doubt were 
much intereffed to fupport the credit of the ftory ; 
for it was that goddefs that converted the nymph 
Arethufa into a river, and conduced her by fubter- 
raneous paffages from Greece to Sicily, to avoid the 
purfuit of Alphews, who underwent the fame fate^ 

At a little diftance from the fountain. of Arethufa, 

there is a very large fpripg of frefli water, that boils 

up in the fea. It is called Occhi di Zilicay and by 

,fpme Alpheus, who is fuppofed by the poets to 

'^ . have 
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have purfued Arethufa below the fea ail the way to 
Sicily. . \ 

As this fpring is not taken notice of by any of the 
greiat number of the ancients that Ipeak of Arethufa, 
it is moft probable that it did not then exift ; and is a 
part of that fountain that has fmce burfl out before 
its arrival at the ifland of Ortigia. Had it been vifible 
in the time of the Greeks, there is no doubt that they 
would hsLve made ufe of this, as a ftrong argument to 
prove the fubmarine journey of Arethufa ; as it in faft 
rifes at fome diftance in the fea, and pretty much in 
the fame dire£tion that Greece lies from Ortigia* It 
fometimes boils up fo ftromgly, that after piercing 
the fait water, I am told it can be taken up very little* 
aflfe£ted by it. 

Syracufe has two harbours ; the largeft of which, 
on the fouth-weft fide of Ortigia, is reckoned fix 
iniles round, and was efteemed one of the beft in the 
Mediterranean. It is faid by Diodorus to have run 
almoft into the heart of the city, and was called 
Marmoreo, becaufe entirely furrounded with build« 
ings of marble j the entry into this harbour was 
ftrongly fortified, and the Roman fleets could never 
penetrate into it. 

The fmall port is on the north-eaft of Ortigia, and 
is likewife recorded to h^ve been highly ornamented. 
Fazzello fays, there is flill the remains of a fubmarine 
aquedud, that runs through the middle of it, which 
was intended to convey the water from the fountain 
of Arethufa to the other parts of the city* 

Near this port, they fliew the fpot where Archi- 
medes' houfe flood; and likewife the tower from 
whence he is faid to have fet fire to the Roman gaU 

M a leys 
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ieys wit^ ii!$ bumiug gh&s ; a ftoiy wbich js ndated 
by feveral authors, but which is now almoft univep- 
iijUy exploded, from the difficulty to concatre a 
bunmig*^ldfs^ or a. concave fpeculum, with a focus of 
iucb an immenfe length as this muft hare required. 

However, 1 ftiould be apt to imagine if this be aot 
jsntirely a fidion, (of which there is fome pvobabiUty) 
^that it was nekher perfonned by refiafising burolng- 
glaffes nor fpeculiims, hut only by means o( coonnc^ 
flooking-^a^9 or very clear j^tes of metaL indeed^ 
from the fitnation of the pla^e it muft have been 
jdpne byjc0fle£ti(m; for Ardumedea' toveer ftood on 
the north of the Uttie port wfaece tlie Roosan fleet 
are ff^id to have been moored; fb that tiieir v^flels 
lay in a right line betwixt him and » the fun at noon ; 
and at a very fmaU diftance from the wall of the city 
wtierje dus tower ftood. But if you wafi fappofe 
tinis to hav^ been perfianned by comipon buming- 
^lailes, or by thofe of the parabdical kind^ it wHl he 
neceflary to raife. ^ tower of a moft esormous hei^t 
on the iiland of Ortigb, in order to interpofe thefe 
glaflfes betwixt the fun and the Roman gallep ; and 
ev^ this could not iiave been doijie tHl late in the 
afternoon, when his rays are exceedingly weak. 
But I have very little doubt that con^mon looking- 
glafies would be found aU^iufficient to. perform thde 
e£Fe£ls* 

Let ns fuppofe that a thousand of thefe v^erc m^de 
to refied the rays to die &me pomt : The heat, in ail 
probability^ muft be increafed to a greater degree 
than in the focus of moft bunang^glaffes; and abuii- 
dantly capable ol fetting fire to every combuftible 
fuj^flaace.— This experiment migiit be es&lf made 

by 
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by iQcans of a battalion of men, arming each ^di a 
looking.glafs inftead of a firelock ; and fetting up a 
board at two or three hundred yards (Uftance for 
them to fire at. I fuppofe it would take a confide^ 
rable time before they were expert at this exercife ; 
but, by pradlice, I have no doubt that they might all 
be brought %o hit the mark inftaiUianeoufly at the 
word of command ; like the lark-catchers in ibme 
countries^ who are fa dexterous at this manoeuvre^ 
that with a fmall ihirrour they throw the rays of light 
on *the lark^ let jier be ever fo high in the air ; 
which, by a kind of fafcination, brings down the 
poor animal to the {hare. 

Tou may laugh at all this; but I doti't think it is 
impofiible that a looking-ghis may one day be thought 
as neceffary an implement for a foldier as at prefent it 
IS for a beau. I am very apprehenfive the Fraich 
will get the ftart of us in this fignal invention ; as I 
have been aflured long ago, that few of their men 
ever goto the field, without firft providing them^ 
felves with one of thefe little warlike ai^^, the true 
ufe of which, happily for us, they are as yet unac* 
quainted with. You will eafily perceive, that if this 
experiment fucceeds, it muft alter the whole fyftem 
of fortification as well as of attack and defence ; for 
every part of the city that is expofed to the View of 
the befiegers, may be eafily fet in a flame ;, and the 
befieged would have the fame advafatage over the 

camp of the befieging army *. 

Wtf 

• Since the writing^ of thefe letters, the author has been 
informed, that Mr. Bnffon ^ftually made this experiments- 
He conftruded a kind of frame, m which were fixed four 
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We, are already completely tired of Syracufe, 
which of all the wretched places we have yet met 
with, is by many degrees the mod wretched : For 
befides that its inhabitants are fo extremely poor and 
beggarly, many of them are fo over-run with the 
itch, that we are under perpetual apprehenfions, and 
begin to be extremely well fatisfied that we could not 
procure beds.-:-It is truly melancholy to think of the 
difmal contraft that its former magnificence makes 
with its prefent meannefs. The mighty Syracufe, the 
moft opulent and powerful of all the Grecian cities, 
which, by its own proper ftrength alone, was able, 
at different times, to contend againft all the power of 
Carthage and of Rome': — ^Which is recorded (what 
the force of united nations is now incapable of) to, 
have repulfed fleets of two thoufand fail, ^nd armies 
of two hundred thoufand men ; and contained within 
its own walls, what no city ever did before or fince, 
fleets and armies that were the terror of the wprld. 
This haughty and magnificent city, reduced even 
below the confequence of the moft infigmficant 
burgh !— " Sic tranfit gloria mundi." — I have not 
even been able to procure a table to write upon, but 
by way of fuccedaneum am obliged to lay a form 
over the back of two chairs.— We have got into the 
mofl: wretched hovel you can conceive, and the moft 
'dirty; but what is ftill worfl: of all, we* can find 



hundred fmall mirrours^ difpofed in fnch "a manneta that the 
ray^ refleAed from 6ach of them felt exactly on the fame point. 
By means of this he melted lead at the diftance of j 20 fcett 
and fet fire to a hayflack at a much greater ^(ftance. 
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nothing to eat ; and if we had not brought fome cold 
fowls along with us, we might have ftarved. 

The heat has been confiderably greater here than 
at Catania. The thermometer is juft now at 78. — 
There is an old remark made on the climate of this 
place by fome of the ancients j which is ftill laid to 
hold good : that at no feafon, the fun has ever been 
invifible during a whole day at Syracufe. I find it 
mentioned by feveral Sicilian authors, but fhall not 
vouch for the truth of it. — Adieu. — My next will 
probably be from Malta j for we fhall fail to-morrow, 
if it be poflible to procure a veffel. 

Ever yours. 



LETTER XIIL 



Capo Paffero, June 3. 
AS we found the mighty city of Syracufe fo re- 
duced, that it could not afford beds and lodging 
to three weary travellers, we agreed to abridge our 
ftay in it j and accordingly hired a Maltefe Sparonaro 
to carry us to that ifland : This is a fmall fix-oar'd boat, 
made entirely for fpeed, to avoid the African pirates, 
and other Barbarefque veffels, with which thefe feas 
are infefted ; but fo flat and fo narrow, that they are 
not able to bear any fea, and" of confequence keep 
^Iways as nekr the coaft as poffible. 

On the 2d of June, by day-break, we left the 
Marmoreo, or great port of Syracufe: and although 
the wind was exaSly contrary and pretty ftrong, by 
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the forc^ of their oars^ whkh they managd ^itfa gr^ 
dexterity, we got on at the rate of four miles at^ hoitr^ 
They do not puU thar oars as we do^ but pufb them 
like the Venetian Gondoliers; always fronting thd 
prow of the boat, and feldom or never fit down 
while they row ; allowing the whole weight of their 
bodies to be exerted every ftroke of the Oar. This 
gives 1 prodigious momentum^ tad is certainfy much 
more forcible than a fimpte exertion of the mnfeles 
dfthearm# 

About ten o'clock the wind became £lvourable^ 
when we went indeed at an immeiire rate* At twelve 
it HeViT a htuticane, and with fome difficulty we got 
under fhore, but the wind was fo exceedingly violent, 
that even there we had like to have been overfet, and 
we were obliged to run aground to fave us from that 
difafter. Here we were a good deal annoyed by the 
fand carried about by the wind ) however, the hurrit 
cane was foon over, and \^e again put to fea with a 
favourible gale, \diich in a few hours carried us to 
Gapo Paflferor, 

In thife Kttle fttom we were a good d^l atnufed 
with the behaviour of our Sicilian fervant, who at 
fatnd is a fellow of undaunted courage, of which we 
have had mafty proofs ; but here (I doft't know why) 
it entirely forfook him, although there was inr^fad no 
real danger, for we never were more than 100 yards 
from the fliore. He gave himfelf up tJo defpair, and 
called upon all his faints for protejftion: And never 
again recovered his confidence all the reft of this little 
voyage ; perpetually wifliing himfelf back at Naples, 
and fwetiring that no earthly temptation fliould ever 
induce him to go to fea again. The fame fellow, but 
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1 few days ago, mourned a moft ticious liorfe, and 
without the leaft feaif or concern galloped along th^ 
fide. of a precipice, where every moment We ex- 
peded to fee hkn daOied to pieces^ fo fingular and 
varioifis are the different mode^ of feaa" ^d of 
courage. 

Capo Paffero, anciently called Pachifius, w ^ 
remoteft and moft foutherly point of Sicily. It h 
not a peninfula, as reprefented in all the n^aps, but 
a wretched barren iiland, of about a mile round; 
with a fort and a fmall garrifon to proteA the neighs 
bouring countl*y from the incurfipns of the Baf^ 
b^tfy Gorfairs, who are often very troublefome on 
this part of the coaft. This little iflafid and fort lie 
ab0uf a mile sind a half diftant from the fmall creek 
of which we have taken poffeffion, and are feparated 
from the reft of Sicily by a ftrait of about half a 
mile broad. 

Omr pilot told us that we muft not think of Malta, 
which is almoff loo miles off, till there were mote 
fettled appearances of good Weather. 

As there is no habitation here of any kind, we 
feai^ched afetout, till at laft we found a fmall caverh, 
where we made a very comfortable dinner. We then 
fallied forth to examine the face of the country, as 
well as to tr)r if we could ihoot fomething for our 
fupper. — ^We found that we had now got into a very 
different world from any thing we had yet feen. The 
country here is exceedingly barren, and to a confi- 
derable diftance produces neither corn nor wine : 
But the fields are adorned with an infinite variety of 
flowers and of flowering fhrubs, and the rocks are 
f yery whejr^ entirely covered with capers, which are 

juft 
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juft now fit for gathering. If we had vinegar, we 
could foon have pickled hogiheads of them. 

We found here, in the greateft perfeftion that 
beautiful fhrub called the Palmeta, refembling a fmall 
pQLlm*tree,. with an elegant fine flower : But, to our 
great mortification, the feed is not y^t ripe. We 
likewife found great quantities of a blue everlafting 
fiower^ which I don't remember to have feen in Mil- 
ler, or any of obr botanical books. The ftem rifes 
about a foot high, and is crowned, with a large cluf- 
ter of fmall blue flowers, the leaves of which are of st 
dry fubftance like the.Elychryfum, or globe Ama- 
xanthus. Some of thefe are o£ a purple colour, but 
moft of them blue. I have gathered a pretty large 
quantity for the fpeculation of the botanifts on our 
return. 

We found ^ good fwimming-place, which is at- 
ways one of the firft things we look out for, as this 
cxerdfe c(Mifl:itute& onp of the principal pleafures of 
our expedition. , 

As foon as it was dark, we got on board our Kttle 
boat, and rowed about a hundred yards out to fea, 
where we caft anchor ; our pilot afluring us that this 
was abfolutely necefl^ry, as the people in this part of 
the country are little better than favages ; and, were 
we to flay at land, might very poflibly come down 
during the night, and rob and murder us. 

He likewife told u?; that the Turks had made fre- 
quent invafions upon this point of the ifland,' which, 
of all others, lay moft expofed to their depredations; 
that lately three of their chebecks ran into a fmall 
harbour a few miles from this, and carried off fix 
mercliant-fliipsi and that very often fome pf theip 
6 hght 
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light veffels were feen hovering off the coaft; that 
the only way to be in perfect fecurity from thefe two 
enemies by fea and land, was to chufe a place on the 
coaft fo deep, that the banditti by land could not 
wade in to us ; and at the fame time fo (hallow, as ta 
be equally inacceflible to the banditti by fea. 

When we found ourii^ves thus .in fecurity on boA 
hands, we wrapt ourlelves up in our cloaks, and fell 
afleep : hqwever, we had but a very uncomfortable 
night ; the wind rofe, and the motion oi our little 
bar^ was exceeding difagreeable, and made us hear- 
tily fick. As foon as day began to appear, we made 
them pull into fliore; when we were immediately 
cured of our ficknefs ; and as the weather continues 
ftill unfavourable, we have fallen upon a variety of 
amufements to pafs the time. 

We have been, thrice in the water, which is warm 
and pleafant ; and in the intervals, I have writ you 
this letter on the top of a large balket, in which we 
carry our fea-ftore. We have likewife gathered 
fhdls, pieces of coral, of fpunge, and feveral beau- 
tiful kinds of fea-weed. The rocks here are all of 
fand and gravel run together, and become as h^rd as 
granite. There are many fhells and other marine 
fubftances mixed in their compofition, which render? 
them objefts of curiofity in the eye of a naturalift. 

This morning we made a kind of tent of a fail, 
drawn over the point of a rock, and fixed with an 
oar, by way of pole. Here we breakfafted moft 
luxurioufly on excellent tea and honey of Hybla. 

I was interrupted in this part of my letter, by an 
officer from the fort of Capo Paffero. He tells us, 
fbat we may give over all thoughts of getting farther 

fpr 
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for thefe fix days.— What do you think is his reafpn ? 
•*-^I own I was in fome pain till he mentioned it.— 
This wind fet in exadly as the moon entered her fe« 
tond <)i}arter^ and it will certainly continue till file is 
fblj. There is a rafcal for you!— If he be telling 
truth, I fliall certainly ftudy aftrology. He likewife 
tdd us, that two gaiUots had been feen off the coafl: ; 
itad defired us to be upon our guard ; but 1 own, th^ 
ttooli, together with other circumftances, hs^ con* 
fiderably weakened his evidence with me. 

We have learned from his converfation, that the 
foit of Capo Pafiero is made ufe of as a place of exile 
for the delinquents in the army ; of which number I 
baye not the leaft doubt that he is one. He tald us 
Inhere were two near relations of the viceroy, that had 
been lately fent there for mifdemeanors ; that for his 
part, he belonged to a very agreeable garrifon ; but 
^ he loved retirement, he chofe to accompany diem; 
However, his countenance told a very different ftory ; 
and faid, in flrong language, that he was a tres numvais 
Jufei. Befides, he is at ftupid fellow, and has tired me. 
I could learn nothing from him* 

It muft be owned, this is an excellent place of exile 
for a young rake, who wants to ftiow away in the 
beau monde. It is not within many miles of any town 
or Tillage ; fo that the gentlemen may enjoy retire- 
inent in its utmoft perfeSion. 

We were furprifed to find on this coaft cjuantities 
df the true pumice-ftone, which at firft we fuppofed 
to have been brought by the fea from iEtna, till we 
Kkewife difcovered many large pieces of lava, which 
makes us imagine there muft have been fome eruption 
pf fire in this part of the ifland ; yet I fee no conical 
mountain, or any other indication of it. 

If 



8ICILT AKD MALTA. 175 

If our officer's prognoftications prove true, anfi we 
are detained here any longer, I ihall exarma e the 
country to a laudi greater diftance. The wi^d ohi* 
tinoes dirediy oo^trary ; the fea is very high in the 
£anal of Mal&, asd our Sicilian feryant is ina &d O^ 
|«datiba.»Bttt I fee Giover and FulIartcHi coming 
for their dmner ; fo I fliaU be obliged to give vnf du 
baflLet.*— This fea-air gives^one a mpnftrdus appedte s 
and^ it is with grief I ijaention it, we are aireadjr 
brought to fhoxt aibwaace i-~Only one cold fowi 
anaongft three of us ; all three ^etty Ihaip fet, I affure 
yo«i.«f---Thofe infamous rafcals to lofe our turtle 1~ 
They hav£ fpied a fi&ing boat, and are hailing lier as 
kmd a^ they can roar,*— but, alas ! (he is too far off 
tohfiarthenu — They have juft fired a gun to brin|^ 
her to, and happily flae obeys the fignal, fo there is 
£ill hopes ; otfaerwife we fiiall foon be reduced tm 
bread and water. Our tea and fugar too are juft upoA 
a dofe, which is die cruelleft article of all ; but vi/tt 
have plenty of good bread and Hybla honey ; fo we 
are in no danger of fiarving. 

We have likewife made an admirable and a v«rjr 
comfoitable difpofkion for our night's lodging. The 
Sparonarb is fo very narrow, that it is impofilble for 
us ail to lie in it ; befides, we are eat up with ven|ttii« 
and have nothing but the hard boards to lie on : All 
thefe confiderations, added to the curfed fwinging of 
the boat, and the horrid ficknefs it occafions, have 
determined us rather to truft ourfelves to the mercy 
of the banditti, than to lie another night at fea ; Ben 
fides, we have made the happieft difcovery in the 
world ; a great quantity of fine, foft, dry fea- weed j 
lying under the fhelter gf a rock, and feems intended 
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by Providence for pxir bed t Oyer this we are gding 
to ftretch a iail^ and exped to fleep moftluxuriouily ; 
but to prevent all danger from a furprife, we have 
agreed to ftand centry by turns, with Fullarton's 
double barrelled gun, welt primed and loaded for the 
Yeception ofthe ^nemy ; at the firft difcharge of which, 
and not before, the whole guard is to turn out, with 
all the remaining part of our artillery and/mail arms ; 
and as our fituation is a very advantageous one, I think 
we {hs^U be able to make a ftout defence. 

As we are fix in number, three matters and three 
fervants^ the duty, you fee,, will be but trifling ; and 
five of us will always fleep in fet:urity. Our guar4 to 
be fure, might have been ftronger ; but our Sparona* 
10 men have abfolutely refufed to be of the party ; 
having much more confidence in their own element ; 
however, they have promifed, in cafe of an attack, im- 
mediately to come to our afliilance^ I think the difpo- 
fition is far from being a bad one, and we are not a 
fittle vain of our generalfliip. 

The fiffiing-boat is now arrived, and they have 
bought fome excellent little fifties, which are already 
on the fire. Adieu. ' Thefe fellows are roaring for 
their cold fowl, and I can command the baflcet no 



Ever yours; 
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LETTER XIV^ 

Malta, June 4tJu 
IN fpite of appearances, and our officer's wife prog- 
noftications, the wind changed in the afternoon, 
and we got under fail by fix o'clock : We paffed the 
S. raits, and coafted along till eight, when we landed 
to cook fome macaroni we had purchafed of our 
failors, and try if we could flioot fomethihg for fea- 
ftore, as we have ftill a long voyage before us. 

We came to the fide of a fulphurous lake, the 
fmell of which was fo ftrong, that we perceived it up- 
wards of a mile diftant. We found the water boiling 
up with violence in many places, though the heat at 
the banks of the lake is very inconfiderable. However, 
this added to ' the pumice and lava we found near 
Capo iPaffero, tends greatly to confirm us in the opi- 
nion, that this part of the ifland, as well as about j3Etna, 
has, in former ag^s, been fubjeft to eruptions of fire* 

I think it is more than probable, that this is the cele- 
brated Camerina, which ^neas faw immediately after 
his paffing Pachynus, (or Capo Paflero) which, VirgiJ 
fays, the Fates had decreed' fhould never be drained : 

*' Hinc atlas cantes proj;<5laque faxa Pachyni 
** RadlmuSi ; et fatis nunquam conceffa moveri 
** Adparet Camarina procu!." 

Virgil had good reafon to fay fo ; for the level of the 
lake or marfli (it being fomething betwixt the two) is 
at leaft as low as that of the fea, and confequently 
never could be drained. 

It 



17^ A TQUR THROUOK 

It is furrounded with a variety of fine evergreens 
and flowering fhnibs, of which the palmeta, and the 
arbutus or ftrawberry tree, are the moft beautiful. 
We faw a great many wild<-fawl j bift, what furprifed 
me, in fo unfrequented a place, they were fo fhy, 
that there was no getting near them : There was one 
kind, in particular, that attraded our attention; it 
was of the fize and form of a grey plover, and flew in 
the fame manner ; but had a tail of a great length, 
which feemed to be compofed only of two fmall flexi- 
ble feathers, that made a very uncommon appearance 
in the air. , After ufing all our art to flioot one of them^ 
we were obliged to give up the attempt. 
. Here we killed a fmall black fnake, which I think, 
anfwers the defcription I have feen of the afp. We dif- 
fered put its tongue, the end of which appears fiiarp 
like a fting, and I fuppofe is one, as it darted it out 
with violence againft our flicks, when we prefented 
them to it. Now as all animals, when attacked, make 
ufe of thofe weapons that nature has armed them with 
for their defence, it appeared evident to ps, (fuppo- 
fing this rule a jufl: one) that this animal was confcious 
of a power of hurting in its tongue ; and we have 
been more fully convinced of it from difleflion. IT^e 
ftiftg appears confiderably larger than that of a bee. 
We found a little bag at the other end of the tongue, 
"and probably, if we had had a microfcope, fliould 
have found the tongue perforated. This fnake had no 
teeth J but very hard gums.^ I liave taken care to pre- 
ferve the tonguo for your infpedion* 

A$ I think it has aJways been fuppofed, that fer- 
p^nts hurt only with their teeth, I thought this might 
be worthy of your notice. It \^ true^ that the darting 

out 
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6ut ot the tongue is a trick of the whole ferpent tribe ; 
but this animal feemed to do it with peculiar ferocity, 
and to ftrike it with violence againft our flicks. It 
was this that put tis upon the ex:amination. 

I don't recoUeft that this fingularity is mentioned 
in any book of natural hiftory, but poffibly I may be 
miftaken \ nor indeed do I remember either to have 
feen or heard of any animal armed in this manner : — 
Unlefs you will fuppofe me to adopt the fentiments of 

poor Mr. S , who, ever fince his marriage, alleges, 

that the tongues of many females, are formed after 
this fingular manner : and remarks one peculiarity, 
that the fting feldom or never appears till after matri- 
mony.~He is very learned on this fubjeft, and thinks 
It may poffibly have proceeded from their original. 
connexion with the ferpent. — ^Let this be as it may, 
I fincerely hope that you- and I (hall never have fuch 
good reafon for adopting that opinion. 

A little after nine we embarked. The night was 
delightful ; but the wind had died away about fun-fet, 
and we were obliged to ply our oars to get into the 
canal of Malta. The coaft of Sicily began to recede ; 
and in a fliort time, we found ourfelves in the ocean. 
There was a profound filence, except the noife of the 
waves breaking on the diftant fhore, which only fer- 
ved to render it more folemn. It was a dead calm, and 
the moon fhone bright on the waters. The waves 
from the late ftorm, were ftill high ; but fmooth and 
even, and followed one another with a flow and equal 
pace. The fcene had naturally funk ns into medita- 
tion ; we had remained near an hour without fpeaking 
a word, when our failors began their midnight hymn 
to the Virgin. The ii^pfic was fimple, folemn, and, 

N me* 
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melancholy, and in perfeft harmony with the fcencj^ 
and with all our feelings. They beat exad time 
with their oars, and obferved the harmony and the 
cadence with the utmoft precifion. We liftened with 
infinite pleafu're to this melancholy concert, and felt 
the vanity of operas and oratorios. There is often a 
foleronity and a pathetic in the modulation of thefe 
fimple produftions, that causes a much ftronger effedl:, 
than the compofition of the greateft mailers, ailifted 
by all the boafted rules of counter-point. 

At laft they furig us afleep, and we awoke forty 
Aiiles diftant from Sicily. We were now on the main 
ocean, and faw no land but mount iBtna ; which is 
the perpetual polar ftar of thefe feas. We had a fine 
breeze, and about two o'clock we difcpvered the ifland 
of Malta ; and in lefs than three hours more, we reach- 
ed the city of Valetta. The approach of the ifland is 
very fine, although the fhore is rather low and rocky. 
It is every where made inacceffible to an enemy, by 
an infinite number of fortifications. The rock, in many 
places, has been floped into the form of a glacis, with 
ftrong parapets and intrenchments running behind it. 

The entry into the port is very narrow, and is com- 
manded by a ftrong caftle on either fide* We were 
haled from each of thefe, and obliged to give a ftrift 
account of ourfelves j and on our arrival at the fide 
pfthekey, yre were vifited by an officer from the 
health-bfSce^ and obliged to give oath with regard to 
the circumftances of our voyage* — ^He behaved in the 
civileft manner, and immediately fent us Mr. Rutter, 
the Englifh conful, for whom we had letters of re* 
commendation. 

On getting on fliore, we found ourfelves in a new 

world 
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Vorld indeed^^The ftreets crowded with well-dreflfe^.* 
people, who hkyfe all the appearance of health aodt^ 
affluence ; whereas at Syracufe, there was fcarce a crea* 
ture to be feen ; and even thofe few had the appear- 
ance of difeafe and wretchednets.— Mr. Rutterimme- 
diately cbnduded us to an inn, which had more the 
appearance of a palace. We have had an excellentiup- 
per, and good Burgundy ; and as this is the king's 
birthday, we have almoft got tipfey.to his health. We 
are now going into clean, comfortable beds, in expec*. 
tation of the fweeteft flumbers, — Think of thotluxury 
of this, after befaig five long days without throwing 
off our cloaths»-*-Good night. I would not Jofe a mo^ 
meat of it for the world.-^People may fay what they 
pleafe, but th^re is no enjoyment in living in perpetual * 
eafe and affluence, and the true luxury is only to be 
attained by undergoing a few hardlhips. — But this i$ 
no tiine to philofophife. . So adieu. 



LETTER XV. 



Malta, June Jth. 

f\ tJ R banker, Mr. Poufilach, was here before we 

were up, inviting us to dine with him at hi» 

country-houfe, from whence we are juft npw ret^ji^d. 

He gave lis a noble entertaimnent, feryed oil plstte^ 

with an elegant defert, and a great variety pf wine$. 

After dinner we went to vifit the principal villas of 

the ifland \ particularly thofe of the grand mailer, and 

the general of the gaUeys, which lie contiguous to 

each.othei*» Th^e ar§,nothing great or magnificent ; 

* N a but 
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but they are adiiiirably contrived for a hot climate 
where, of all things, fliade is the moft defirable. The 
orange groves are indeed very fine, and the fruit they 
bear are fuperior to any thing you have feen either in 
Spain or Portugal; 

* The afpeft of the country is far from being plea- 
fmg: the whole ifland is a great rock of very white 
ff ec;*ftone, and the foil that covers this rock, in moft 
plates, is not ihore than five or fix inches deep ; yet, 
what is fingular, we found their crop in general was 
exceedihgly abundant. They account for it from the 
copious dews that fall during the fpring and fummer 
months ; and pretend likewife, that there is a moifture 
in the rock below the foil, that is of great advantage to 
the com and cotton, keeping its roots perpetually moid 
and cool; without which fingular quality, they fay 
they could have no crops at all, the heat of the fun is 
fo exceedingly violent. 

Their barley harveft has been over fome tnne ago ; 
and they are juft now finifhing' that of the wheat. 
The whole ifland produces com only fufficient to flip- 
port its inhabitants for five months, or little more ; 
but the crop they mofl: depend upon is the cotton. 
They began fowing it about three weeks ago, and it 
"Will be finifhed in a week more. The time of reaping 
*it IS in the month of October and begiilining of No* 
vember.' 

They pretend that tlie cotton produced from this 
plant, which is fown and reaped in four months, is 
of a much' fuperior quality to that of the cotton-tree. 
I compared them, but I cannot iay I found it fo; 
^thib is indeed the fineft,' bdt that of the cotton-tree is 
by much the ilrongeft texture* The plaat rifes to 
-- '"■■'^ .- the 
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the hdght of a foot and a half, and is covered with 
a number of nuts or podsJuU of cotton : Thefe^ when 
ripe, they are at great pains to cut oflF every morning 
before fun-rife ; for the heat of the fun immediately 
turns the cotton yellow ; which, indeed, we faw from 
thofe pods they fave for feed. 

They manufefture their cotton into a great variety 
of ftuflfs. Their (lockings are exceedingly fine. Some 
of. them, they affured us, had been fold for ten fe- 
quins a pair. Their coverlits and blankets are efteem- 
cd all over Europe. Of thefe the principal manufac- 
tures are eftabliflied in the. little ifland of Gozzo, 
where the people are faid to be more induftrious than 
thofe of Malta, as they are more excluded from the 
world, and have fewer inducements to idlenefs. Here, 
the fugar-cane is ftill cultivated with fuccefs, though 
not in any confiderable quantity. 

The Maltefe oranges certainly deferve the charac- 
ter they have of being the fineft in the world. The 
feafon continues for upwards of feven months ; from 
November till the middle of June; during which 
time, thofe beautiful trees are always covered with 
abundance of this delicious friiit. Many of them are 
of the red kind, much fuperior, in my opinion^ to 
the others, which. are rather too lufcious. They are 
produced, I am^ told, from the common orange bud, 
engrafted on the pomegranate ftock. The juice of 
this fruit is red as blood, and of a fine flavour. Tha 
greateft part of their crop is fent in prefents to the 
diflferent courts of Europe, and to the relations of 
the chevaliers. It was not without a good deal of 
difEculty that we procured a few chefts for our friends 
at Naples. 

N3 The 
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The induftry of the Maltefe in cultivating tKeir 
little ifland is inconceivable. There is not an inch 
of ground loft in any part of it ; and \Vhere there 
*wa« not foil enough, they have brought over fhips 
^nd /boats loaded with it from Sicily, where there is 
plenty and to fpare. The whole ifland is full of in* 
clofur^s of free-ftone, which gives the country a very 
uncouth anc} 4 very barren afpefl: ; and^ in fummer, 
refleds fuch a light and heat, that it is exceedingly 
difagreeable and offenfive to the eyes. The inclo? 
fiires are very fniall and irregular, according to the 
inclination of the ground. This, they fey, they are 
obliged to obferve, notwithftanding the deformity it 
' pccafions ; otherwife th^ floods, to which they are 
fubjeO:, would foon carry off their foil. 

The ifland is covered over with country hpufea 
' and villages^ befides feven cities, for fo they term 
them ; but there are only two, the Valetta and the 
Citta Vecchia, that by any means deferve that appel- 
lation. Every little village has a noble church, ele- 
gantly finiflied and adorned with ftatues of marble, 
rich tapeftry, and a large quantity of filvef plate. 
. They are by much the handfomeft country churches 
,1 have ever feen. But I am interrupted in my 
writing, hy the beginning (I am told) of a very fine 
Ihow. if it be fo, I fhall give you fbme account of 
it bv aiid bv. 

Eleven g!t night. The fliow is now finiflied, and 
has afforded us great entertainment. It was the de- 
parture of a Maltefe fiquadron to aflift the French 
againft the Bey of Tunis, who, it.feems, has fallen 
under the difpleafure of the grand monarque, becaiife 
he'refufed to deliver up without i-anfom, the Cor- 

fican 
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fican flaves that werq taken before the French were 
in poffeffion of that ifland. The fquadron colififted 
of three gallies ; the largeft with nine hundred men, 
each of the others with feven hundred ; three galliots, 
and kwexzlfcampaviasj To called from their exceeding 
fwiftnefs. Thefe immenfe bodies were all worked 
by oars, and moved with great regularity. The ad- 
miral went firft, and the reft in order, accoi^ding to 
their digm'ty. The fea was crowded with boats, and 
the ramparts and fortifications were filled with com- 
pany. The port refounded on all fides with the dif- 
charge of heavy artillery, which was anfwered by the 
gallies and galliots as they left the harbour. As the 
echo is here uncommonly great, it produced a very 
noble effeft. 

There were about thirty knights in each galley, 
making fignals all the way to their miftrefles, who 
were weeping for their departure upon the baftions ; 
for thefe gentlemen pay almoft as little regard to their 
vows of chaftity, as the priefts and co^ifeflbrs do. 
After viewing the (how from the ramparts, we took 
a boat and followed the fquadron for fome time, and 
did not return till long after fun-fet. 

We have been admiring the wonderful ftrength of 
this place, both by nature and art.— It is certainly 
the happieft fituation that can* be imagined. The city 
ftands upon a peninfiila, betwixt two of the fineft 
ports in the world, which are defended by almoft 
impregnable fortifications. That on the fouth-eaft 
fide of the city is the largeft. It runs about two 
miles into the heart of the ifland, and is fo very deep, 
and furrounded by fuch high grounds and fortifica- 
tions, that they affured us, the largeft fhips of war 
, N 4 might 
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might ride here in the moft Ilormy weather, aUncrfl 
without a cable. 

This beautiful bafon is, divided into five diftind: 
harbours, all equally fafe, and each capable of con- 
taining an immenfe number of (hipping. The mouth 
of the harbour is fcarcely a quarter of a mile broad, 
and is commanded on each fide by batteries that 
would tear the ftrpngeft fliip to pieces before Ihe 
could enter, Befides this, it is fronted by a qua- 
druple battery, one above the other, the largeft of 
which is a Jleur d^^auy or on a level with the water, 
Thefe are mounted with about 80 of their heavieft 
artillery ; fo that this harbour, I think, may really 
be confidered as impregnable \ and indeed the Turks 
have ever found it fo, and I believe ever will 

The harbour on the north fide of the city, al- 
though they only ufe it for fifhing, and as a place of 
quarantine, would, in any other part of the world, 
be confidered as ineftimable. It is likewife defended 
by very ftrong works ; and in the center of the bafbn 
there is an iiland on which they have built a cafUe 
and a lazaret. 

The fortifications of Malta are indeed a moft ftu- 
pendous work. All the boafted catacombs of Rome 
and Naples are a trifle to the immenfe excavations 
that have been made in this little ifland. The ditches, 
of a vaft fize, are all cut out of the folid rock. Thefe 
extend for a great many miles; and raife our afto-? 
nifhment to think that fo fmall a ftate has ever .been 
able to make them. 

One fide of the ifland is fo completely fortified by 
nature, that there was nothing left for art. The 
jrock is of a great height, and abfolutely perpen- 

dicular 
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^icular from the fea for feveral miles. It is very fia- 
gular, that on this fide there are ftill the veftiges of 
feveral ancient roads, with the tracks of carriages 
worn deep in the rocks : Thefe roads are now termi- 
nated by the precipice, with the. fea beneath ; and 
ihew to a demonftration, that this iiland has in for- 
mer ages been of a much larger fize than it is at 
prefent j but the convulfion that occafioned its, dimi- 
nution is probably much beyond the reach of any ' 
hiftory or tradition. It has often been obferved, not- 
withftanding the very great diftance of mount -31tna, 
that this ifland has generally been more or lefs affedl- 
ed by its eruptions, and they think it probable, that 
on iome of thofe occafions a part of it may have 
been fhaken into the fea. 

We have now an opportunity of obferving that 
one half of mount ^tna is clearly difcovered from 
Malta. They reckon the diftance near 200 Italian 
miles. And the people here affure us, that in the 
great eruptions of that mountain, their whole ifland 
is illuminated ; and from the refledtion in the water, 
there appears a great track of fire in the fea all the 
way from Malta to Sicily. The thjundering of the 
mountain islikewife diftinftly heard.— Good night. — 
I am fatigued with this day's expedition, and fhali 
finifh my letter to-morrow. 

June 6th. As the city of Valetta is built upon a 
hill, none of the ilreets except the key are level. 
They are all paved with white free-ftone, which not 
only creates a great duft, but from its colour is like- 
wife fo offenfive tp the eyes, that moft of the people 

here 
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here are remarkably weak-fighted. The principal 
buildings are the palace of the grand mafter, the in- 
firmary, the arfenal, the inns or hotels of the Seven 
Tongues, and the great / church of St. John. The 
palace is a noble though a plain ftrufture^ and the 
grand matter (who ftudies conveniency more than 
magnificence) is m,ore comfortably and commodioufly 
lodged than any prince in Europe, the king of Sar- 
dinia perhaps only excepted. The great flair is the 
eafieft and the beft I ever faw. 

St. John's is a magnificent church. The pave- 
ment in particular, is reckoned the richeft in the 
world. It is entirely compofed of fepulchral monu- 
ments of the fineft marbles, porphyry, lapis lazuli, 
and a variety of other valuable ftones,. admirably 
joined together, and at an incredible expence; re- 
prefenting in a kind of Mofaic, the arms, mfignia, &c. 
of the perfons whofe names they are intended to com* 
memorate. In the magnificence of thefe monuments, 
the heirs of the grand mailers and commanders have 
long vied with each other. 

We went this day to fee the celebration of their 
church fervice. It feems to be more overcharged 
with pafade and ceremony, than what I have ever 
obferved even in any other catholic country. The 
number of genuflexions before the altar, the kiffing 
of the prior's hand, the holding up of his robes by 
the fubaltem priefts, the ceremony of throwing in- 
cenfe upon all the knights of the great crofs, and 
negleding the poorer knights, with many other 
articles, appeared to us highly ridiculous; and 
moll effentially difierent indeed from that purity and 

fimplicity 
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fimpHcity of worflup that conftitutes the very effence 
of true Chriftianity ; and of ^hich the great pattern 
they pretend tO' copy, fet fo very noble an ex- 
ample. 

This day (the 6th of June) is held as a thankf- 
givmg for their deliverance from a terrible confpi- 
racy that was formed about twenty-one years ago, 
f)y the T^rkifli flaves ; at one ftroke to put an end to 
the whole order of Malta. All the fountains of the 
place prere to be poifoned ; and every flave had takea 
a folemn oath to put his mafter to death. 

It was difcovered. by a Jew, who kept a coffee- 
houfe. He unHerftbod the Turkifli language, and 
overheard fome. difcQurfe that he thought fufpicioiis. 
He went immediately ^ijd informed the grand mafter. 
The fufpefted perfons were inftantly feized and put 
to the torture, and foon coufeffed the whole plot. 
The executions were (hocking. One hundred and 
twenty-five were put to ^death by various torments. 
Some were burned alive, fome were broken on the 
wheel, and fome were torn to pieces by the four 
galleys rowing different ways, and each bringing off 
its limb. Since that time, the flaves have been much 
more ftriftly watched, and have lefs liberty than for- 
merly. Adieu. I fliall write you again before we 
leave Malta. 

Yours, &€• 
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LETTER XVI. 

Malta, June yth. 
HP HIS day we made an expedition thro* the 
ifland in coaches drawn by one mule each j the 
only kind of vehicle the place aflfords. Our con* 
duftors cbuld fpeak nothing bi\t Arabic, which is 
ftill the language of the common people of Malta; 
fo that you may believe we did not reap much benefit . 
from their converfetion. We went firft to the an- 
cient city of Melita, which is near the center of the 
ifland, and commands a view of the whole ; and in 
clear weather, they pretend, of part of Barbary, 
and of Sicily. The city is ftrongly fortified, and is 
governed by an officer called the Hahem. He re- 
-ceived us very politely, and (hewed us the old palace, 
which is not indeed much worth the feeing. ^ The 
cathedral is a very fine church ; and although of an 
exceeding Jarge fize, is at prefent entirely hun^ with 
crirafon damafk richly laced with gold. 

The catacombs, not far from this city, are a great 
work. .They ai'e faid to extend for fifteen miles 
under ground ; however, this you are obliged to take 
on the credit of your guides, as it would rather be 
rifking too much to put it to the trial. Many people, 
they aflure us, have been lofl from advancing too. far 
in them ; the prodigious number of branches making 
it next to impoffible to find the way out again. 

From this we went to fee the Bofquetta, where the 
grand mailer has his country palace ; by the accounts 

• we 
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we had of it at Valetta, we expefted to find a foreft 
ftored with deer and every kind of game, as they 
talked touch of the great hunts that were made erery 
year in thefe woods. — We were not a little furprifed 
to find only a few fcattered trees, and about -half a 
dozen deer; but as this is the only thing like a 
wood in the ifland, it is efteemed a very great cu- 
riofity. The palace is as little worth feeing as the 
foreft ; though indeed the profpeft from the top of 
it is very fine. The furniture is three or four hun^ 
dred y«r$ old, and in the moft Gothick tafte that can 
be imagined : But indeed the grand mafter feldom or 
never refides here. 

The great fource of water that fupplies the city of 
Valetta, takes its rife near to this place ; and there is " 
an aqueduft compofed of fome thoufand arches, that 
conveys it from thence to the city. The whole of 
this'immenfe work was finiflied at the private exp^nce 
of one of the grand matters. 
' Not far from the old city there is a fmall church, 
dedicated to St. Paul ; and juft by the church, a mi- 
raculoiis ftatue of the faint with a viper on his hand ; 
fuppofed to be placed on the very fpot on which 
'the houfe ftood where he was received- after his 
Ihipwreck on this ifland, and where he fliook the , 
viper off his hand into the fire without being hurt by 
it : At which time the Maltefe aflTu^e us the faint 
curfed all the venomous animals of the ifland, and 
banilhed them for ever ; juft as St. Patrick treated 
thofe of his favourite ifle. Whether this be the 
caufe of it or not, we (hall leave to divines to deter- 
mine, (though if it had, I think St. Luke would have 
mentioned it in the Afts of the Apoftles) but the 

' ' faa 
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fad is certain that there are no venonfiom animab 
in Malta* They afTured us that vipers had been 
brought from Sicily, and died alinoft immediately on 
their arrival. 

Adjoining to the church there is- the celebrated 
grotto in which the faint was imprifoned* It is 
looked upon with the utmofl reverence and venera- 
tion } and if the (lories they tell of it be true, it is 
well entitled to it all. It is exceedingly damp, and 
produces (I believe by a kind of petrifadion from the 
water) a whitifh kind of ftone, which they aflure us, 
when reduced to powder, is a fovereign remedy in 
many difeafes, and faves the lives of thoufands every 
yean There is not a houfe in the iiland that is 
not provided with it : And they tell us there are 
many boxes of it fent annually not only to. Sicily 
and Italy, but^ likewife to the Levant and the Eaft- 
Indies ; and (whs^t is confidered as a daily (landing 
miracle) notwithdanding this perpetual confumption^ 
if has never been exhauded nor even fenfibly dimi- 
niflied ; the faint always taking care to fupply them 
with a frefli quantity the day following. 

You may be fure we did not fail to (luff our 
pockets with this wonderful (lone ; I fufpeded they 
would have prevented us, as I did not fuppofe the 
faint would have worked for heretics ; however 
ndther he nor the priefts had any objeftion, and we 
gave them a few Pauls * more for their civility. I 
taded fome of it, and believe it is a very harmlefs 
thifig. It tades like exceeding bad Magnefia, and I 
believe has pretty much the fame effeds. They give 

* A fmall filvcr coin. 
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jBtbout'a teaffpoonful of it to children in the fmall-pox 
and in fevers. It produces a copious fweat about an 
hour after, and, they fay, never fails to be of fervice. 
It is likewife efteemed a certain remedy againft the 
bite of all venomous animals. There is a very fine 
ftatue of St. Paul in the middle of this grotto, to 
which they afcribe great powers. 

We were delighted, on our way back to the city, 
with the beauty of the fetting fun ; much fuperior, 
1 think, to what I have ever obferved it in Italy. 
The whole of the eaftern part of the heavens, for 
half an hour after fun-fet, was of a fine deep purple, 
and made a beautiful appearance : This the Maltefe 
tell us is generally the cafe every evening, at this 
ieafon of the year. 

I forgot to fay any thing of our prefentation to 
the graiid mafter, for which I a{k pardon both of you 
and him — His name is Pinto, and of a Portuguefe fa- 
mily. He has now been at the head of this fingular 
little ftate for upwards of thirty years. He received 
us with great politenefs, and was highly pleafed to find 
that fome of us had been in Portugal. He mentioned 
the intimate coinmercial connexions that had fo long 
fubfifted betwixt our nations, and exprefled his de* 
fire of being of fervice to us, and of rendering our (lay 
in his ifland as agreeable as pofTible. He is a clear* 
headed, fenfible, little old man; which, at fo ad- 
vanced a period of life, h very uncommon. Al- 
though he is confiderably upwards of ninety, he retains 
all the faculties of his mind in perfedion. He has 
no minifter, but manages every thing himfelf ; and 
has immediate information of the moft minute occur- 
ences*. He walks up and down flairs, and even tg 

churchy 
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church, without affiftance, and has the appeardndd as 
if he would ftill live for many years. His houfehold 
attendance and court are all very princely ; and as 
grand mafter of Malta, he is more abfolute, and pof- 
feffes more power than moft fovereign princes- His 
titles are Serene Highnefs and Eminence ; and as he 
has the difpofal of all lucrative offices, he makes of 
his councils what he pleafes ; befides, in all the coun- 
tils that compofe the jurifdidion of 'this little nation, 
he himfelf prefides, and has two votes. Since he 
was chofen grand mafter, he has already given away 
116 commenderies, fome of them worth upwards of 
f2oool. a year ; befides priories and other offices of 
profit.— He has the difpofal of twenty-one commen- 
deries and one priory every five je^ors ; and as there 
are alwiays a number of expedants, he is very much 
courted. 

He is chofen by a committee of twenty-one ; which 
■ committee is nominated by the feven nations, three 
out of each nation, The eleftion muft be over with- 
in three days after the death of the former grand 
mafter; and during thefe three days, there is fcarce 
a foul that fleeps at Malta: All is cabal and in- 
trigue ; and moft of the knights are malked, to pre- 
vent their particular attachments ind connexions 
from being known; the moment the eledion is 
over, every thing returns again to its former channel. 

The land force of Malta is equal to the number 
of men in the ifland fit to bear arms. They have 
about '500 regulars belonging to the fliips of war ; 
and 1 50 compofe tlie j^uard of the prince. The two 
iflandis of Malta and Gozzo contain about .150,000 i 
inhabitants. The men are exceeding robuft and 
^ hardy I 
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hzrdy. I have feen them row fM tent or twdy« 
hours without intermiffion^ and without erea appear* 
log to be fetigued* 

Their fea force confifts o^ four galleys, three gal* 
liots, four fhips oi fixty guns, and a fngate of thuty* 
fix, befides a number of the quick-failing little veffebf 
called Scampavias (literally Runaway^^)* Their fhip^ 
galleys, and fortifications^ are not only well fuelled 
with excellent artillery, but they have likewife la^c 
vented a kind of ordnance of thar own, unknown 
to all the world befide& For we foUnd^ to oiii* no 
(mall sunaaemetity that the rocks wei^ not only cut 
into fortifications^ but likewife into artillery to de* 
fend thefe fortifications^ being hollowed out in many 
places into the form of immenfe mortars. , The! 
charge is faid to be about a barrel of , gunpowder^ 
over whkh they place a large piece of wood, made 
exactly to fit the mouth of the chamber* Qn ihb 
they heap a great quantity of cannon balls, ihells, ot 
other deadly materials; and when an enemy's fhip ap* 
proachf 3 the harbour, they fire the whole into the 
air ; and they pretend it produces a very great efi:e£i:^ 
making a fhower for two ot three hundred, yardi^ 
round that would fink any vefleU 

Notwithftanding the fuppofed bigotry of the Mai* 
tele, the fpirit of toleration is fp ftrong, that a molque 
has lately been built for thdr fworn enemies the. 
Turks. Here the poor flaves are allowed to ^oy 
dieir religion in peace. It happened lately that fome 
idle boys difturbed them during their fervice } they, 
were immediately fent to prifbn, and feverety punifh- 
ed. The police indeed is much better regulated 
than in the cieighbouiing countries, and afiaf&n^tiQns 
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ted r^bbmBsire very Tanfeomtn6nj the lad of whkli 
crimes tfie gndfid mafter funiflies with ^ titmof^ 
feverity. But he is faid, perhaps in eomplianee with 
the prejudice df -his nation, to be much -more relax 
with regard to the firft. 

^ Perhaps Malta is i:h« only country m ihe world 
wiwre dueHing is pernritted by law.— ^As ifewr whole 
^abHIhment k originally founded on the wild and 
romantic pwnc^fes of chivalry, they hate ever found 
it too iiiconfiltent with thofe pmoipies ts> abolifli 
jdueHing $ b^t they have laid it wsdet fiieh. reftriftions 
as grestly to hSen hs danger. Tbefe ai« curious 
enough^^^The duelKfts are obliged td decidfe* their 
parrel in' one pa^culjar dsreiet of die city ^ ahd if 
diey prefume to fight any where elfe, they are Imble 
to the rigour oFthe law. Bm what is not lefs (in* 
gubr, .an^ much mpre in thek favour, they are 
Miliged under the moil fevere penalities to pul up their 
^rord, wtien ordered fo to do by a utomany % prie/fj 
Qtz knight. 

Under thefe limitation^, in the midft vOf a pte^t 
^ly, one would imagine it ahnoft impoffible diat 
% dufl could -ever end in blood ; however, this is 
not the cafe i — ^A crofs is always painted <>n the 
wall oppdfite to the fpot ^here a knight has been 
kSIed, in commemoration of his &1L— ^We counted^ 
about twenty of thefecrofles. 
'About three months ago, two knights Had a'dif- 
^te at a billiard table. — Que of diem after giving & 
great deal of abufive language, added a blow ; but 
to the afib^ifltment of all Malta (in whcfe annals 
l|iere is not' a fimilar inftance) after fo great a provo- 
cation, he-abfdlutely refufed fe> fight his antagonlft.—^ 

- The- 
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The challenge i;i^8 repeated^ and he hadtiihe to re- 
BeOt on the cbnfe^uences^i but ftill he reftifed to 
ent^r the lifts.— He "was condex)lned to make amende 
lr#ifw^/em the great church of St. John for forty-fite 
days focceffively j then to be confined in a dungeoh 
'Without light forgive years, after which he is to re- 
main a prifoner in the caftle for life. The unfof- 
tunsfte young man who received the blow is likbwife 
in difgrace, as he hafe riot teld an opportunity of wiping 
it out in the blood of his adverfary. 

This has been looked upon as a very lingular afiair, 
and is ftill one of the principal tonnes of converfatioit. 
The firft part of the fentence has already been execti- 
fed, and the poor wretch is now in his draigebh. 
Nor is it thought, that any abatement will be made 
in what remains. 

If th^ legiilature in other countries puniflied with 
equal rigour thofe that do fight, as is does in this 
thofe that do not ; I believe we fliould foon hj^ve an 
end of duelling : But I fcould imagine the pumfh- 
ment for fighting ought never to be a capital one, 
(but rather fomething^ignominious ;) and the piimfti* 
ment for not fighting flxould always be fo, 6r at 
leaft fome fevere corporal punilhment j for ignominy 
will have as little efFeft on the perfon who is willing 
to fabmit to ^ the appellation of a coward, as the 
fear of cl^^th on one who makes it his glory to 
defpife it. 

The Maltefe flill talk with horror of a ftorm that 
happened here on the 29th of Oftober 1757, ^^ 
which, as it was of a very fingular nature, I ihaH 
tranllate you fome account from a little book they* 
have given me, written on that fubjeft. 

O 2 About 



About three quarters of an hour after mi'dniglil^ 
there appe^ed to the fouth-weft of the dty a great 
black cloudi which, as it approached, changed xt9 
colour, till at lad it became like a flame of fir? 
inixed with black fnaoke^ A dreadful noife wa$ 
heard on its approach^ that alarmed fhe whole city:« 
It pafTed over part of the port^ and came firik upoa 
an Englifh (hip, which in an iijiftant was torn to 
pieces, and nothing left but the hulk; part of the 
mafts, fails, and cordage were carried aloog with 
the cloud to a confiderable diftance. The fmall boats 
and fellouques that fell in it& way wer^ all broken ta 
pieced, and funk« 'the noife increafed and became 

' more frightful. A fentinel, terrified at its^ approach^ 
run into his box : Both he and it were lifted up 
and carried into the fea, where he perilhed. It then 
traverfed a confiderable part of the city^ and laid in 
ruins, almoft every thing tb^t ilood in its way. Several 
houfes were laid level with the ground,, and ip did 
not leave one (leeple in its paflage. /The, bells of 
Jbme of them, together with the fpires, were carried 
to a cqnfiderable diftance. The roofs of the churches 
were demolifhed, and beat down, which, if it had 

^ happened in the day-time, , muft have had dreadful 
conlequences, as all the world would immediately 
have run, to the churches* 

It went off at the north-^aff point of the city ; and 
demolilhiiig the Hght-houfe^ is faid to have mounted 
up into the air, with a frightful noife j and pafled 
ov^r the fea to Sicily, where it tore up fome trees, 
and did other damage, but nothing confiderable ; as 
Its ifury had been mqftly/fpent yppn Malta. TKq 
number of killed and wounded amowted to near 
/. ,: .. j^oo; 
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«o6 ; and the lofs of ffuppingshoufes, and'churdiest 
was Very confiderabte. 

Several treatifes hare been written to account for . 
this Angular hurricane, but I have found nothing at 
all fatisfeaory- The fentiments of the people ar^^ 
condfe and pofitive.^ They declare^ with one voice, 
Aat it was a legion of devils let loofe to puni(h 
th<?m for their fins. There are ^ thoufand people in 
Malta that will take their oath they faw them within 
the cloud, alias black as pitch, and breathing out 
fire and brimftone. They add, that if there had not 
been a few godly people amo;igft them, their whole 
city would certainly have been involved in one uni- 
yerfal deilrudlion. - 

The horfe races of Malta are of a very uncommon 
kind* They are performed without either faddle, 
bridle, whip, or fpur ; and yet the horfes are faid to 
run full fpeed, and to afford a great deal of diverfion* 
They are accuftomed to the ground for fome weeks 
before ; and although it is entirely oveir rock and 
pavement, there are very feldom any accidents. 
They have races of affes and mules performed in , 
the fame manner, four times very yiear. The rider is 
only fumifhed with a machine like a flioemaker's awl 
to prick on his courfer if he is laasy^ 

As Malta is an epitome of all: Europe, and an^^^ 
aflemblage of the younger brothers, who are com- 
monly the beft, of its firft families, it is probably one 
of the b^ft academies for politenefs in this part of 
the globe j befides, where every one is entitled by 
law as well as cuftom, to demand fatisfa£tion for the 
leaft breach of it, people are under a heceffity of 
being very exaft and circumfpeft, both with reg^d . 
to their ^ words and a£Uons.. 

O 3 All 
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Ml the knights. and commmders have much the 
appearance of gentlemen, and mea of the world. 
We met with: »P diara£ler in ^treme. The ridi- 
cules ^id prejudices of every particular nation, are 
by degrees foftened; apd wore oflF, by the familiar 
intercourfe and collifion with each other. It is curi' 
Qus to obferve the ^ed it produces upqn the varioull 
people that compofe this little medley. The French 
(kip, the German ftrut, and the Spanifli ftalk, are all 
mingled together in fuch fmall proportions, that 
Hone of them are ftriking ; yet every one of thefe 
nations ftill retain fotnething of their original cha^ 
r4deriftic : It is only the exub^nce of it that is 
wore off; and it is ftill eafy to diftinguiA the in- 
habitants of the fouthand north fide of the Pyrenees, 
^3 well as thofe of the -eaft and weft fide of the 
Rhine : for though the Parifian has, in a great tnea- 
fure, loft his affuming air, the Spaniard his taciturnity 
and folemnity, the German his formality and. his 
fxiie ; yet ftill you fee the German, the Frenchman, 
and the Spaniard : It is only the caricature, that for- 
merly made them ridiculous, that has difappeared. 

This inftitutioiij^ which- is a ftrange compound of 
the. military and ecclefiaftic, has now fubfifted for 
near feven hundred years j and though, I believe,, 
.one of the firft-born, has long furvived every other 
child of chivalry. It poflfeffes great riches in moft 
of the catholic countries of Europe ; and did fo in 
England too, before the time of Henry VIII. but 
that capricious tyrant did not chufe ihat anyinftitu- 
tion, however ancient or refpe&ed, fliould remain 
m his dominions, that had any doubt of his fupremacy 
and infallibility ; he therefore feized on all their pof- 
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feffiaits;.af tke feme dmetfiat he eorix^od 4innfdf bf 
the pUmder of the cKurcfa. b was in vain for them 
to plead that they were rather a military than an eccle- ' 
fiaitic order,^and by their valour had been of great fer- 
V2ce to Europe, in their wars againft the infidels : It 
was not agreeable to his fyftem ever to hear a reafon 
for any thing ; and no perfon could poffibly be right, 
chat was capable of fuppoiing that the king could be 
wrong. 

Malta, as well as Sicily, was long under*.the tyranny 
of the Saracens ; from which they were both delivered 
about the middle of the eleventh century, Iby the vii- 
lour of the Normans: After which time, the fate of 
Malta commonly depended on that of Sicily^ till the 
emperor Charles V. about the. year 1530, gave it, to- 
gether with the iiknd o£ Gozzo, to the kn%hts of St« 
John of Jerufaiem, who at that time had loft the ij^nsd 
of Rhodes* In teftimony of this conceifion^ the 
grand mafter is ftilL obliged, eVery year to fend a fal- 
con to the king of Sicily, ,or his viceroy } and on every 
new fucceffion, to fwecu" allegiance, and to recdve, 
from the hands of the Sicilian monarchy the inveftK 
ture of tbdS^ two.iiilands; 

Ever fmce our arrival here, the weather has been 
perfedly clear and ferene,. without a cloud in the iky ^^ 
and for fome time after fun^fet, the heavens exhibit a 
moft beautiful appearan<;e, which I don't recoiled to 
have obferved any where elfe. The eaftem part of 
the hemifphere appears of a, rich deep purple, and the 
weftern is the true yellow glow of Cloud Lorrain, 
that you ufed to admire fo much. The weather, 
however, is not intolers^bly hot j the . thermometer 
(lands commonly betwixt 75 and 76. Adieu. We 

O 4 are 
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are now prq>aring for a long voyage, and it k Hdt 
eaiy to lay fh){n whence I ftall write you^nezt. 

jpver yourst 
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Agrigentbifiy June iitl^. 
XJI^ £ left the port of Malta in a fparonsm> which 
we hired to convey us to this city. 

We coafted along the ifland, and went to take a 
View of the north-port^ its fortifications and lazaretto. 
All thefe are very great, and more like the works of 
a mighty and powerful people, than of fo fmall a 
ftate. The mortars cut put of the rock are a tre- 
mendous invention. There are about fifty of them^ 
near the different creeks apd landing-places round 
the iiland. They are dureS:ed at the moft probable 
fpots where boats would attempt a landing. The 
mouths of fome of thefe mortars are about fix feet 
wide, and they are faid to throw a hundred cantars 
of Cannon-ball or ftones. A cantar is, I think, about 
a hundre4 pound weight; fo that if they do take, 
place, they muft make a dreadful h^vock amongft a 
debarkation of boats. 

The di(lance of Malta, from Cozzo is not above 
four or five miles, and the fmall ifland of Commino 
lies betwixt them. The coafts of all the three are 
bare and barren, but covered over with towers^ re-» 
doubts, and fortifications of various kindst 
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Afi Gozzo 18 fuppofed to be the celebrated Ifland 
of Calypfa, you may believe we expefted fomcjthiBg . 
irery fine j but we were diiappomted. It muft ather 
be greatly fidlen off iince the time Ike mhalnted It, 
or the archbiihop of Camhray, as well as Homert 
xnuft have, flattered* greatly in their pdnting. We 
looked) as we went along the coail, for the grotto 
of the gpddefs, but could £^e nothing that refem-. 
bled it. Neither could we obferve thofe verdant 
banks eternally covered with flowers; nor thofe lofty 
trees for ever in bloflbm, that loft their heads in the 
clouds, and afforded a fliade to the facred i>aths of 
her and her nymphs. We faw, indeed, fome nyraphs ; 
but as neither Calypfo nor Eucharis feem^d to be of 
the number, we paid little attention to them, and I 
was In no apprehenflon about piy Telemachus: 1n« 
deed, it would have required an imagination ^ , 
ftrong as Don Quixote's, to have brought about the 
metamorphofis* 

Finding our hopes fruftrated^ we ordered our 
fs^lors to pull out to fea, and bid adieu to the ifland 
of Calypfo, concluding, either that our intelligence 
was falfe, or that both the ifland and its inhabicantf 
were greatly changed* We foon found ourfelves 
once more at the mercy of the waves : Night came 
on, and our rowers began their evening fong to the 
Virgin, and beat time vrith their oars. Their offer** 
ing was acceptable ; for we had the moft delightful 
weather. We wrapt ourfelves up in our cloaks, and 
fiept mofl: comfortably, having provided mattrafles at 
Malta. By a little after day-break, we found we had 
got without fight of all the iflands, and faw only a 
part pf mpun^ iEtna fmoking above the waters. The 

wind 
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^ind fprung up fair, and by ten p^clock verhad 
fight pf the coaft of Sicily. 

On confidering the fmalhiefe of our boat, and^the 
great breadth of this paffage^ we could not help ad* 
miring the temerity of thefe peo{>l€, who, at all fea^ 
ions of the year, v^ture to Sicily in thefe dirainu.* 
tive veffels ; yet it is very feldom that any accident 
happens ; they are fo perfeftiy acquainted with the 
weather, foretelling, almoft to a certainty, every 
ftorm, many hours before it comes on* The fidlors 
look upon this paflage as one of the moft ftormy 
and dangerous in the Mediterranean. It is called the 
canal of Malta, and is much dreaded by the Le* 
vant fhips; but indeed, at this feafon there is no 
danger* 

We arrived at Sicily a little before fun-fet, and 
landed oppofite to Ragufa, and not far from the 
ruins of the little Hybla ; the third town of that 
name in the ifland, diftinguilhed by the epithets of 
the Great (near mount -ffitna), the Leffer (near Au- 
gufta), and the Little ( juft by Ragufa); Here we 
found a fine fandy beach, and whilft the fervants 
were employed in drefling fupper, we amufed our- 
felves with bathing and gathering Ihells, of which 
there is a confiderable variety. We were in exf^da- 
tion of finding the nautilus, for which this ifland is 
famous ; but in this we did not fucceed. However^ 
we picked up fome handfome fhells, though not 
equal to thofe that are brought from the Indies. 

After fupper, we .again launched our bark, and 
went to fea. The wind was favourable as we could 
wilh. We had our nightly ferenade as ufual, and 
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the next day, by twelve o'clock,' we reached the 
celebrated port of Agrigentum. 

The captain of the port gave us a pblite reception^ . 
and infilled on accompanying us to the city, which 
ftands near the top of a mountain, four miles diftant 
from the harbour, and about eleven hundred feet 
above the level of the fea. The road on each fide 
is bordered by a row of exceeding large American 
ajoes : upwards of one third of them being at preC^nt 
in full blow, and making the moft beautiful appear- 
ance that can be imagined. The flower-ftems of this 
noble plant are in general betwixt tw«ity and thirty 
feet high, (fome of them more) and are coveredt 
with flowers from top to bottom; which taper 
regularly, and form a beautiful kind of pyramid, 
the bafe or pedeftal of which is the fine fpreading 
leaves of the plant. As this is efteemed, in iwrthera 
countries, one of the greateft curiofities of the vege- 
table tribe, we were happy ar feeing it in fo great 
perfefltioaj much greater, I think, than I had ever 
feen it before. 

With us, I think, it is vulgarly reckoned, (though 
I believe falfely) that they only flower once in ^a 
hundred years. Here I was informed, that, at the 
lateft, they always blow the fixth year j but for the 
moft part the fifth.-^As the whole fubftance of the 
plant is carried into the ftem and the flowers, the 
leaves begin to deqay as foon as the blow is com- 
pleted, and a numerous offspring of young plants 
are produced round the root of the old one; thefe 
are IftpM oflF, and formed into new plantations, 
either for hedges or for avenues to their country- 
-houfes* 

The 
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T^e city of Agrigentum, now called Girgmth » 
irregular and ugly; though from a few miles dJA 
tance at fea, it makes a noble appearance, little 
inferior to that of Genoa. — As it lies on the Hope of 
.the mountain, the houfes do not bjde one another ; 
but every part of the city is feen^ 

On pyr -arrival, we found ^ gr^at falling oflF. in- 
4ee4 f the houfes are mean, thp ftreetg dirty, crooked,, 
and narrQw.-^It ftill contains near twenty thoufand 
people; a fad redudion from its ancient grandeur* 
when it wae; f^id to confUl of no lefs than eight 
hundred thoufand, being the nes^t city to Syracofe 
for numbers. 

Tie Canonico Spoto, from Mr* Hamilton's let* 
ter, an4 from our former acquaintance with him at 
Naples, g^ve us a kind and a hof{»table reception. 
He ini^ftecl op our b^g his guefts ; and we are now 
ip his hpufe, comfortably lodged, and elegantly cn» 
trained, whieh^ after our crowded little apartment 
m the fparonaro, i^ by no mesons a difagreeable changei, 
•?r-FarewelI. I fhall write you again foon* 

. ^ liver yours^ 
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Agrigentuni, June i^th. 
yj^ E are juft now returned from examioxng the 
antiquities of Agrigentum, ^he mpft conside- 
rable, perhaps, of any in Sicily. 

The 
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The niiiis of the ancknt city lie about a ihort mile 
from the moderh one. Tbefe^ like the rums of 
Syracufe, are mollly converted into corn-fields, vin^ 
yardS) axui orchards ; but the remains of the temples 
Jhere, are much more confpicuous than thofe of Sy* 
jracufe* Four of thefe have ftood pretty much in a 
light tine, a&ar the fouth wall of the city. The firft 
•they call the temple of Venus ; almoft one half of 
which ftill remains.* The fecond is that of Con* 
cord: It may be confidered as ^itire, not one 
column having as yet fallen. It is precifely of th^ 
lame dimenfions and fame architedure as that of 
Venus, which had probably ferved as the model for 
U. By the following infcription, found on a large 
piece of marble, it appears to have been built at <he * 
expe^ce of the Lilibitani ; probably after having been 
defeated bj the people of Agrigentum. 

CONCqjR.DTJE; AGRIGENTINORUM SACRUM, 

^ RESPUBLICA LILTBITANORUM, 

DEDICANTIBUS M. ATTERIO CANDIDO 

PROCOS. ET L. CORNELIO MAR. 

CELLO. CL P* R- P- R- 

Thefe temples are fupported by thirteen large fluted 
Doric columns on each fide; and fix at each end« 
All their bafes, capitals, entablatures^ &c. fiill remain 
entire ; and as the archite^re is perfedly fimple^ 
witheut any thing aflFe£led or ftudied, the whole ftrikes 
the eye at once, and pleafes very much. The columns 
are, indeed, %orter than the common Doric propor- 
tions; and they certainly are not fo elegant as fome of 
the ancient temples near Rome, and in other places 
ia Italy. - ^ . . . ^ 

The 
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The third templets that of iierciUes, ikoget&er m 
TOins; but appears to ^ve been of a much greater 
€te than the farmer two. We meafttred feme of the 
lurbken columns^ Hear feven feet in diameter* It was 
h^e that the famous ftatue of -Hepcoles ftood» fe 
touch celebrated by Cicero ; which the pec^Ie of Agri- 
gentura defended with fuch brat^, againft VerreB^ 
who attempted to feize it. You will find the whole: 
ftory in his pleadings againft that infamous prstop. 

, Thfere was likewife in this temple a famous pidZure 
*y Zeuxis. Hercules was reprefented in his cradle 
killing /the two ferpents: Alcmena and Ampfaitrion 
laving juft entered tlie apartment, were painted with - 
every mark of terror and aftotiiftmenit^ Pliny feys» 
the painter looked upon this piece as invaluable ; and 
therefore could never be prevailed on to put a price 
upon it, but gave it as a prefent, to Agrigentum, to be 
placed in the temple of Hercules. Thefe two great 
mailer pieces have been loft. We thought of them 
with regret^ whilft we trod on thefe venerable ruins. 
Near to this lie ruins of the temple of Jupiter Olym* 

. pus, fuppofed by the Sicilian authors to have been the 
largeft in the heathen world. It is now called // temfi^ 
ife* gigantiy or the Giants Ten\pk, as the people can- 
not conceive that fiich maffes of rock could ever be 
put together by the hands of ordinary men. The frag- 
ments of columns are indeed enormous, and give us a 
¥aft idea of this fabric. It is faid to have ftood tiH the 
year i loo ; but is now a perfefk ruin. Our Cicerones 
affiired us, it was exadly the fame dimenfions with the 
church of St. Peter at Rome: But m this they, are 

^^regioufly miftak^^ — St. Petcr^s beipg-mlich greats 

ter ths^any thing that ever the heathen worJd. pro- 

4iiced. 
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' Tbere are the remaina of many more temples, and 
other great works ; bttt thefe, I thmk, are ithe moS: 
tonfpicuous. Thfey fliew you that of Vulcan, of Rno- 
ferpine, of Caftor and Pollux, and a very remarkable 
one of Juno. This too was oiriched by one of Ae 
nu^ famoi;^ pi£birea of antiquity ; which is celebfcM:ed 
by many of the ancient writers. — ^Zeuxis was deter- 
mined to excel every thing that had gone befolre htm,> 
aild to form a model of human p^rfedion. To tfai» 
wd, he prevailed on all the fineft women of Agrigea- . 
tum> who were even anlbitious of the honour, to 
$^^ear nalged before him. Of thefe he chofe five for 
his moddls, and moulding all the perfe£tions of tkefe 
beauties into one, he compofed the pi£kure of the 
goddeifi. This was ever loc^d upon as his mafter- 
jriece ; but was unfortunately burnt when the Cartha.- 
gimaiis took Agrigentum.— Many of the citizens r^ 
tired into this temple as to a place of fafety ; but as 
foonas they found the gates attacked by* the enemf, 
they agreed to fet fire to it, and chafe rather to perifb 
in the flames, than fubmit to the power of the conquer^- 
ors* However, neither the deftru£tion of the temple, 
nor ihe lofs of their lives, has been fo much regrel* 
ted by pofterity, as the lofs of this pifture, • 

The temple of ^fculapius (the rains of which are* 
ftiU to be feen) was not lefs celebrated for a (latue 
0f Apollo. It was taken from them by the Cartha|p<» 
nians^ at the fame time that the temple of Juno was, 
burnt. It was carried off by the conquerors, and con* 
tinued the greateft ornament of Carthage for manvf 
ye^u-s, and was at laft reitored by Scipio, at the final 
defbrudioh of that city* Some of the Sicilians all^e, 
I belie\(e without any ground, that it^ ws^s afterwards 

earned 
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carried to Rotne» and ftill remains^ therein the wond^i^ 
of all ages ; known to the whole world under the name 
of the Apollo of Belvidere J and allowed to be the 
fterfection of human art 

i fliould be very tedious, *were I to give you a 
minute defcription of every piece of antiquity^. Indeed^ 
little or nothing is to be learned from the greateft part 
of them. The ancient walls of the city are moftly cut 
out of the rock ; the catacombs and fepulchres are all 
T«ry great : One of thefe is worthy particular notice^ 
becaufe it is mentioned by Polybius^ as berrig oppofite 
€o the temple of Hercules, and to have been ftruck by 
Eghtning even in his time» It remains almofl entire^ 
»id anfwers the defcription he gives of it : The in- 
Icriptions are fo defaced^ that we could make nothmg 
crf'them* ' ■ * 

This is the motiument of Tero king of Agrigen^ 
torn, one of the firft of the Sicilian tyrants. The gi^eat 
axttiquity of it may be gathered from this, that Tero 
k not only mentioned by Diodorus, Polybius^ and the 
kter of the ancient hiftorians ; but likewife by Hero^r 
dotus, and Pindar, who dedicates two of his Olympic 
odes to hini : So that this monument muft be more 
than two thoufand years old. It is a kind of pyramid, 
probably one of the moft durable forms. 

All thefe mighty ruins of Agrigentum, and the 
Mirliole mountain on which it ftands, are compofed of' 
a concretion of fea-ifaells, run together, and cemented 
by a kind of fand or gravel, and now become as hard, 
and perhaps more durable than even marble itfelf« 
This ftoneis white before it has been expofed to the 
air; but in the temples and other ruins, it is become 
^f a dark brown. I ihall bring home fome pieces of 

it 
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it for the mfpe£tion of the curious. I found thefe fhells 
on the very fummit of the mountain, at leaft fourteein 
or fifteen hundred feet above thje level of the fea. They 
are of the commoneft kinds, codkles, muffels, oyfters^ 
&c. 

**" The things We know are neither rich nor rare ; 
*' But wonder how the devij they got there." 

Pope. 

By what means they have been lifted up tb this 
vaft height, and fo intimately mixed with the fub- 
ftance of the rock, I leave to you and your philofophi- 
cal friends to determine. — This old battered globe, of 
ours, has probably fufFered many convulfions not re- 
corded in any hiftory. — You have heard of the vaft' 
ftratum of bones lately difcoyered in Iftria and Offero j 
— ^part of it runs telow rocks of marble, tipwar<^s of 
forty feet in thicknefe, and they have not yet been , 
able to afcertain its extent : Something of the' fame 
kind has been found in Dalmatia, in the iflands of the 
Archipelagq j and lately, I am told, in the rock of 
Gibraltar.— Now, the deluge recorded in Scripture, 
vn\\ hardly account for air the appearances of this fort 
to be met with, almoft in every country in the world, 
—But t am interrupted by vifitors j— which is a lucky 
circumftance, both for you and me j for Iwasjuft go- 
ing to be very philofophical, and confequently very 
dull. Adieu. 
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LDTTEH Xiy, 

* Agrigenttrm, June 1 3«R. 
TPHE interruption in my laft, was a deputatiQfl 
from the bilhop, to invite us to a great dinner ta- 
morrow at the pdrt ; fo that we fliall know whether 
this place ftill deferyes the charafter of luxury, it al- 
ways hel4 amongft the ancients : We have great reav 
fon to . think, from the politenefs and attention we 
have met with, that it has never loft its ancient hof- 
pitality, for which it -was likewife fo much celebra- 
ted. 

Plato, when he vifited Sicily, was fo much ftruck 
with the luxury of Agrigentum, both in their houfes 
and tlieir tables, that a faying of his is ftill recorded : 
That they built as if they were never to die, and eat 
as if they had not an hour to live. It is preferved by 
^lian, and is juft now before me. 

He tells a ftory by way of illuftration, which Ihews 
a much greater conformity of manners, than one 
could have expefted, betwixt the young nobility 
amongft the ancients, and our own at this day. 

He fays^ that after a great feaft, where there was a 
number of young people of the firft fafhion, they got 
all fo much intoxicated, that from their reeling and 
tumbling upon one another, they imagined they were 
at fea,^ in a ftorm,. and began ta think themfelves in 
the moft imminent danger ; at laft they agreed, that 
the only way to fave their lives was to lighten the 
fhip, and with one accord began to throw the rich 
furniture out of the windovC^s, to the great edifi- 
cation of the mob below j and did not flap till 

they 
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ihey had entirely cleared the^houfe of it, which^ from 
this exploit^ was ever after denotninated the triremes^ 
or the fbipi He fays it was one of the principal pala^ 
ces of the city, and retained this name for 6ver irfter^ 
In Dublin, I have been told, there are more than onf 
triremes ; and that this &olic^ which they call throwing 
the houfe Out of the \Hndow, is by no means uncom» 
mon. 

At the fame time that Agrigentum is abufed by tlit 
ancient authors for its drunkennefs, it is as much .ce- 
lebrated for its hofpitality ; and I btUeve, it will bit 
found, that this virtue, and this vice, have ever had a 
fort of faeakiuig kindnefs for each other^ and have 
generally gone hand in hand, both ui ancient and ia 
modem tithes. The Swifs, the Scots, a^d the Irifh, 
who are at pi*efent the moft drunken people in Europe^ 
are likewUe, in all probfcbiiity, the moft hofpitable ; 
whereas in the very fober countries, Spain, Portugal^ 
and Italy, hofpitality is a virtue very little known, or 
indeed any othcjr virt^ie, except fobriety ; which had 
been produced, probably ^ good deal from the tyranny 
of their government, s^nd their dread of the inqui* 
fition J for where every perfon is in fear, left his reat 
fentiments ihould appear, k would be very dangerou9 
to unlock his heart; but in countries where there ar^ 
neither civil nor ecclefiaftical tyrants to lay an em* 
bargo on our thoughts^ people are under no appre:* 
iienfion left they (hould be known* 

However, thefe are not the Only reafons. Tho 
nioral virtues apd.vkas may fometimes depend on 
natural ca\ifes.«*«The vei^ elevated fituation of tljiis cityt 
where the air ia exceedingly thin, and cold, has per* 
haps Jjieen oiie reafoft why its inhabitants are fouder 
. of wine than their neighbours in the valleys. 

P2 The 
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The Oatme may be faid of the three nations I have 
mentioned ; the greateft palt of their countries lying 
amongft hills and mountains, where the climate 
render ftxong liquors more neceflary j or, at leafl: j left 
pernicious, than in low places. — ^It is i^ot furprifing, 
that this praQice, probably begun amongft the 
mountains, were the air is fo keen, has by degrees 
crept down into the valleys, and has at laft become al- 
inoft epidemical in thofe countries. 

Fazzello, after railing at Agrigentum for its 
drunkennefs, adds, that there was no town in the 
iiland fo celebrated for its hofpitality. He fays that 
many, of the nobles had fervants placed at the gates 
of the city, to invite all ftrangers to their houfes. 
li is in reference to this probably, that Empedocles 
fay§, that even the gates of the city' proclaimed a wel- 
come to every ftranger. From our experience we 
are well entitled to fay, that the people of Agrigen- 
tum ftitl retain this antiquated virtue, fo little known 
in polite countries. To-morrow we (hall have a bet- 
ter opportunity of judging whether it is ftill accom- 
panied by its fitter vice. 

The accounts that the old authors give of the 
Magnificence of Agrigentum are amazing ; though 
indeed there are none of them that, proclaim it in 
ftronger terms then the monuments that ftill remain. 
•^Diodorus fays, the gresat veffels fbr holding 
water were >commonly of filver, and the litters and 
carriage for the moft part were of ivory richly adorned. 
He mentions a pond made at an iitimenfe expence, full 
of fiih and of water-fowl, that in his time was the great- 
refort of the inhab;|tants, on their feftivak ; but he fays 
that even, then (in the age of. Auguftus) it was 
...- going 
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going to ruin, requiring too great an expence to keep 
it up. There is not now the fmalleft veftige of it : 
But there is ftill to be feen a curious fpring of water 
that throws up a kind of oil on its furfece, whifch is 
made ufe of by the poor pepple in many difeafes. 
This IS fuppofed to mark out the place of the cele- 
brated pond ; which is recorded by Pliny and Solinus 
to have abounded with this oiL 

Diodorus, fpeaking of the riches of Agrigentum, 
mentions one of citizens returning viSorious from the 
Olynalpic games, and entering his city, attended by 
three hundred chariots, each, drawn by four white 
horfes, richly caparifoned ; and gives many other m- 
ftances of their vaft profufiori and luxury. 

Thofe horfes, according to that author, were efteera- 
ed all over Greece, for their beauty and fwiftnefs ; 
and their race is celebrated by many, of the ancient 
writers, 

** Arduus Inde Agragas oftentat maxima longe 

** Moenia, magnanimilLm quondam generator equorum/* 

fays Virgil in the third jaEneid ; and Pliny acquaints 
us, that thofe which had been often viftorious at the 
games were not only honoured witli burial rites, but 
had magnificent monuments ereded to eternize their 
memory. This Timeus confirms : He tells us, that 
he faw at Agrigentum feveral pyramids built as fe- 
pulchral monuments to celebrated horfes ; he adds 
that when thofe animals became old and unfit for 
fervice, they were always taken care of, and fpent 
the remiadnder of their lives in eafe and plenty. — I 
could wifh that our countrymen would imitate the 
gratitude wd humanity of the Sicilians in this article j 

P 3 at 
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tt lez&r tli6 htteyt part of it. I don't know that out 
nation ca,n fo juftly be tiaxe4 wkh cr^uelty, oi^ in- 
gratitude in any other article as In their treatment of 
Jiorfes, the animal thsit of all others i$ th^ moft en- 
titled tb our care. How piteous a thing it is, on tminy 
of your great roads, to fee the ftneft old hunters, that 
were once the glory of the qhace, condemn^dy in 
the decline of life, to the tyranny of the moft cruel 
oppreffons} in whofe bands they fuffer the moft ex- 
treme mifery^ till they at Jaft fin|t under the talk that 
if aiSgned them* I am called away to fee fome more 
antiques, but (hall finifh thia letter to night, as the 
pod goes off for Italy to-morrow mornings 

t3th; Afternooii. We have feen a great many 
oid walls amd vaults that little or nothing can be 
made of- They give them names, and pretend to tell 
you what they were, but as they bear no refemblance 
to thofe things now ; itwould be no-lefs idle to trouble 
you with thdr nonfenfe than to believe it. We have 
indeed leei> one thing that has amply repaid us for 
the trouble we have taken. It is the reprefentatioq. 
of a boar-hunting, in alto relievo, on white marble ; 
and is at leaft e<jual, if not fuperior, to any thing of 
the kind I have met with] in Italy. It confifts of 
four different parts, which form the hi(lory of this 
remarkable chace and its confequences. 

The firft is the preparation for the hunt. There 
are twelve hunters, with each his lance, and a fhort 
hanger under his left arm of a very fingular . form. 
The dogs referable thofe we call lurchers. The hor- 
fes are done with great fire a,nd fpirit, and are perhaps 
?. better proof of the excellence of the race, than even 
$he ^eftimphy of tl^eir authors j for the artift that 

' formed 
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nrtned thefe mufl certainly hare be«n acciiftofn^d 
to fee very 6ne horfes. 

Thefecond piece reprefents the chace.— The third 
the death of the king, by a fall from his horfe. — And 
the fourth, the defpair of the queen and her attend* 
ant$, on receiving the news. She is reprefented as 
falling down in a fwoon, and fupported by her women, 
who are all in tears. 

It is executed in the mod malierly ftyle, and is in* 
. deed one of the fined remains of antiquity. It is pre- 
ferred in the great church, which is noted through all 
Sicily for a remarkable echo ; fomcithing in the man- 
ner of our' whifpering galleiy at St Paul's, though 
more difficult to* be accounted for. ^ 

If one perfon ftands at the^ weft-gate, and another 
places himfelf on the cornice, at the moft diftant 
point of the church, exaftly behind the great altir, , 
they can hold a converfation in very low whifperg. 

For many years this Angularity was little known ; 
and feveral of the confeflipg chairs being placed near 
the great altar, the wags, who were in the fecret, 
lifed to take their ftatibn at the door of the cathe- 
dral ; and by this means heard diftin^ly every' 
word that paffed betwixt the confeffor and his peni- 
tent ; of which, you may believe, they did not fail 
to make their own ufe when occafion offered,— 
The mort fecret intrigues were difcovered j and 
every woman in Agrigentum changed either her 
gallant or her confeffor. Yet ftill it was the feme.-^ 
At laft, however, the caufe was found out j the chairs 
were removed, and other precautions, were taken, to 
prevent the difcovery of thefe facred myfteriesj and a. 
mutual amneftypaffed amongft all the offended parties. 

P 4 ' Agrigentum, 
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. ^Agrigentum, like Syracufe, was loag fubjeft to 
the yoke of tyrants* Fazzello gives fome account of 
their cruelty, but I have no intention of repeating it : 
One ftory, however, pleafed me ; it is a well known 
one, hut as it is fhort, you (hall have it. 

Perillo, a goldfmith, by way of paying courtto Pha* 
laris the tyrant, made him a prefent of ^ brazen bull, 
of admirable workmanfhip ; hollow within, and fo con- 
trived that the voice of a perfon fliut up in k, founded 
exaftly like the bellowing of a real bulK The artift 
pointed out to the tyrantwh'at an admirable effeft 
this muft produce, w^here he only to fliut up. a few 
criminals in ij, ^x\,d make a fire under them,- 

Phalaris, ftruck.with fo horrid an idea, and perhaps^ 
curious to try the e^perim,ent, told (he goldTmith that 
he himfelf was the only perfon worthy of animating 
his bull : that he muft have ftudied the note that made 
it roar to the greateft advantage, and that it would 
be unjuft to deprive him of any part of the honour 
of his invention. Upon which he ordered the gold-^ 
fmith to be ihut up, and made a great fire around the 
bull ; which immediately began to roar, to the ad-^ 
miratfon and delight of all Agrigentum. Cicero, fays, 
this bull was carried to Carthage at the taking of 
Agrigentum ; and was reftored again by Scipio, after 
the deftruftion of that city. 

Fazzello adds another ftory, which is vftiJl more to 
the 'honour of Phalaris. Two friends, Melanippus 
and Cariton, had confpired his death. C^iriton,^ in 
hopes of faving his friend from the danger of the 
enterprife, determined to execute it alone. However'^ 
in his attempt to poignard the tyrant, he vs^as fei- 
?ed by the guards, and immediately put to the Xox- 
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tur6, to make him confefs his ^accomplice: this he 
bore with the utmoft fortitude, refufing to make the 
difcovery ; *till Melanippus, informed of the fituation 
of his friend, ran to the tyrant, affuring him that hfe 
alonjB^was the guilty perfon ; that it was entirely by 
his inftigation that Cariton had adted ; and begged 
that he might be put on the rack in the place of his 
friend. Phalaris, ftruck with fuch heroifm, pardoned 
them both. 

Notwithftanding this. generous aftion, he was in 
many refpefts a barbarous tyrant. Fazzello gives the 
following account of his death, with which I fliall . 
conclude this letter, for I ammonftroufly tired, and, I 
dare Jay, fo are you. Zeno, the philofopher, came to 
Agrigentum, and being admitted into the prefence 6i 
the tyrant, advifed him, for his own comfort, as well 
as that of his fubjefts, to refign his power, and to 
lead a private life. Phalaris did not relifli thefe philo- 
fophical fentiments ; and fufpefiling Zeno to be in a 
confpir&cy with fome of his fubjefts, orde^^d him to 
be put to th^ torture in prefence of the citizens of 
Agrigentum. 

Zeno immediately began to reproach them with 
cowardice and pufiUanimity in fubmitting tamely to 
the yoke of fo worthlefs a tyrant ; andjn a fliort time 
raifed fuch a flame, that they defeated the guards, 
and ftoned Phalaris to death.^ — ^I dare fay you are 
gla'd they did it fo quickly, — Well I (hall not write 
fuch long letters for the future ; for I aflare you it i^ 
•as leaft as treublefome to the writer as the reader. 
Adieu. We (hall fail to-morrow oy next morning for 
Traparii, from whence ydu may expedl to hear from 
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jne. We are now goihg out to examine more anti^lttc 
vglls, but I Ihall not trouble you with them. 

,. . Fai'ewelU 
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June 1 6th, 
XiyHEN I have nothing elfe to do, I generally 
take up the pen. We are now on the top of 
a high mountain, about half way betwixt Agrigen* 
turn and Palermo. Our fea expedition by Trapani 
has failed, and we are determined to put no more 
confidence in that element, happy beyond meafure to 
find ourfelves at a diftance from it, though in the 
moft wretched of villages. We have travelled all night 
on mules ; and arrived here about ten o^clock, over- 
come with fleep and fatigue. We have juft had an 
excellent difh of tea, which never fails to cure me 
of both ; and I am nmw as frefli as when we fet out. 
It has npt had the fame effed on my companions : 
they have thrown themfelves down on a vile ftraw- 
bed in the corner of the hovel j and in fpite of a 
parcel of ftarved chickens, that are fluttering about 
and picking the ftraws all round them, they are 
already fall afleep.' 

I (hall feize that time to recapitulate what has hap- 
p^ned fince my laft. 

. The day after I wrote you, we made feme little 
excurfions round Agrigentum. The country is de- 
lightful; 
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Hghtful J ^produdog torn, wine, and oil, in the greateft 
abundance : the fields are, at the fame time, covered 
with a variety of the fineft fruits ; qranges, lemons, 
pomegranates, almonds, piftachio-nuts, &<:• ' Thefe 
afforded us almoin as agreeable an entertainment 
^s the confideration of the ruins from whencethey 
fpriAg. 

We dined with the biihop, according to agree-, 
ment, and rofe from table, convinced that the 
ancient Agrigentini could not poffibly unde^rftand 
the true luxury of eating better than their defcend-? 
antSi to whom they have tra^nfmitted a very compe? 
tent portion both of their focial virtties and vices, I 
beg their pardon for calling them vices, I wifli I had 
a fofter game for it ; it looks like ingratitude for th^iy 
hofpitality, for which we owe them fo much. 

We were juft thirty at table, but, upon my word, 
I do not think we had lefs than an hundred dilfhes of 
iheat, Thefe were drefled with the richeft and moft 
delicate fauces ; ancl convinced us that the old Ro* 
man proverb of " Siculus coquus et Sicula menfa,*' 
)vas not more applicble in their time, than it is at 
prefent. Nothing was wanting mat could be invented 
to ftimulate and to flatter the palate ; * and to create a 
, falfe appetite as well as to fat^sfy it. Some of the 
very dilhes fo much reliflied by the Roman epicures 
made a part of the feaft ; particularly the morene, 
which is fo often mentioned by their authors : it is a 
fpecies 'of eel, found only in this p^rt of the Medi- 
terranean, and fent from hence to feveral of the 
courts of Europe. It is not fo fat and lufcious as 
other eels, fo that you can eat a good deal more of 
it : its flefh is as white as fnow, and is indeed a very 

. ' gre^t 
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great delicacy. But a modem refinement in luxury 
has, I think, dill produced a greater: By a parricu* 
lar kind of management they make the livers of their 
fowls grow to a large fize, ^d at the fame >time 
acquire a high and rich Savour. It is indeed a moil 
incomparable difli ; but the means of procuring it is 
fo cruel, that I will not even truft it with you. Per- 
hapsj without any bad intention, ydU might mention 
it to fome of your friends, they to others, till at lafl: 
it might come into the hands of thofe that would be 
glad to try the experiment ; and the whole race of 
poultry might ever have reafon to curie me : let it 
fufEce to fay, that it occafions a painful and lingering 
death to the popr animal : that I know is enough to 
make you wifli never to tafte of it, whatever eiflfe^ it 
may have upon others. ^ . 

The Sicilians eat of every thing, and attempted to 
make us do the fame. The company was remarkably 
merry, and did by no means belie their ancient cha- 
rafter^ for moft^of them were more than half-feas 
over, long before we rofe from table; and I was 
fomewhat apprehenfive of a fecond edition, of the 
Triremes fcene, as tijey were beginning to reel ex- 
ceedingly. By the bye, I do not dodbt but that phrafe 
of Hatffeas over^ may have taken its origin from 
fome fuch ftory. They begged us to make a bowl 
of punch, a liquor they had often heard of, but had 
never feen. The materials were immediately found, 
and we fucceeded fo well, that they preferred it to 
all the wines on the table, of which they had a great 
variety. We were obliged to replenifli the bowl fo 
often, that I really expefted to lee moil of them 
under the table. They called it Pontio, and fpokq 

, loudly 
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loudly in itsr praife ; decaring that Pontib (alluding to 
Pontius Fiiate) wad a much better fellow than they 
had ever taken him for. However- after dinner, one 
of them, a reverend canon, gr*ew exceflively fick, 
and while he was throwing up, he turned to me with 
a rueful countenance, and fhaking his head, he 
groaned out, ** Ah, 5ignor Capitano, fapeva fempre 
che Poado era un grande traditore." — *' I always 
knew that Pontius was a great traitor." Another of 
them overhearing him, exclaimed — " Afpettateyi Sig- 
ner Canonico.^' — " Not fo faft (faid he) my good 
Canon/' — " Niente al pregiudizio di Signor Pontioj, 
vi prego. — Recordate, che Pontio v'ha fatto un 
canonico ;— et Pontio ha fatto fua eccellenza uno 
Vefcovo-^Non fcordatevi mai di vbftri amici." 

Now what do you think of thefe reverend fathers 
of the church ? their merit, you will eafily perceive, 
does not confift in falling and prayer. — ^Their creedi 
they fay, Aey have a good deal modernized, and is 
much limpler than that of Athanafius. — One of them 
told me, that if we would but (lay with them for 
fome little time, we (hould foon be convinced that 
they were the happieft fellows oii earth. *' We have 
exploded (faid he) from our fyftem every thing that 
is difmal or melancholy ; and are perfuaded, that of 
all the roads in the univerfe, the road to heaven mull 
be the pleafanteft iind leaft gloomy: If it be not To, 
(added he) God have mercy upon us, for I am afraid 
we (hall never get there." I told him I could not 
flatter him-} ** That if laughing was reaHy a lin, .as 
fome people taught, they were certainly the greatelV 
of all fmners/' « Well (faid he) we (hall at lealV. 
endeavour to be happy herej and that^ lam per- 
. . fuadcidi. 
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fuaded^ is the bed of all preparations fdr kipplnds 
hereafter. Abftineaoe (continued he) froWt aU isno- 
cent and lawful pledfures, we reckon one of the 
greateit fins, and guard againfi it with the utmoft 
care : and I am pretty fure it is a fin that nocie of us 
here will ever be damned for/'^ — He concluded hy 
repeating two lines, which he' told me was their fa- 
vourite maxim; the meaning of which was exz&hf 
thofe of Mr, Pope, 

•* For God is paid when Wan receives^ 
; ** To enjoy Is to obey/' 

This is not the firft time I have met with this libertine 
fpirit amongft the Roman Catholic clergy* There i$ 
fo much nonfenfe and mummery in their worihip^ 
that they are afraid left ftrangers fliould believe they 
are ferious ; and perhaps too often fly to the oppofit<s 
extreme. , 

We were, however, much pleafed with the iH/hop; 
he is greatly and defervedly refpeded, yet his pre* 
fence did no wife diminifh, but rather increafed the 
jollity of the company* He entered into every jdke, 
joined in the repartee, at which he is a great jpro&t 
cient, and entirely laid, afide his epifcopal dignity } 
which, however, I am told, he knows very well how 
to alTume when it is neceffary. He placed us t^ext 
to himfelf, and behaved indeed, in every reTpc^ with 
the greateft eafe and politenefs. He is os^ o£ the 
: firft families of the ifland, and brother to the Prince 

of > I had his whole pedigree pat, but now I 

have loft it; no matter: he is an hoaeft^ infant 
little fellow, and that is of much more confequence* 
H^ is not yet forty; and Jp high a promotion in fo 

early 



«rly i perfpd of life, is reckoned very extraordinary, 
this being the richeft biihoprick in the kingdom. ^ He 
i$ a good fcholaXy and very deeply read, both in zn^ 
cieat and modem, learning ; and his. genius is in no 
degree inferior to his erudition. The fipiilarity of 
charader and circumftances ftruck me fo ftrongly, 
that I could fcarce; h*elp thinking I had got befide 
pur worthy and refpeftable friend, the b — — p of 
D " y, which, I ?d9Fure you, ftiH added greatly to 
thef pleafure I had in his company. I told the bifiiop 

of this ; adding, that he was brother to I— d B 1 : 

he feemed much pleafed, and faid, he had often 

heard of the family, both when lord B was am- 

baflador in Spain, and his other brother commander 
in the Mediterranean* 

We found in this company a number of Free 
Mafons, who were delighted beyond meafure, when 
they difcovered that we were thdr brethren. They 
prefled us to fpiend a few more days amongft them, 
and offered us letters ta Palermo, and every other 
town we ihoold think of vifiting ; but the heats are 
increasing fo violently, that we were afraid of pro* 
longing our expedition, left we fliould be caught by 
the Sirocc winds, fuppofed to blow from the burning 
deferts of Africa, and fometimes attended with dazw 
gerous confequences to thofe that travel over Sicily. 

But I find I have omitted feveral circunxftances of 
our dinner. I fhould have told" you; that it was an 
annual feaft given by the nobility of Agrigentum to 
the bifhop. It was ferved ui an immenfe granary^ 
half full of wheat, on the fea^fliore, chofen on pur* 
pofe to avoid the heat., The whole was on plarte? 
and what appeared flngular to us, but I beUeve is a 
5 much 
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much better method than ours j great part Of the 
fruit was ferved up with the fetond courfe, the firft 
diih of which that went round was ftrawberries. The 
Sicilians were a good deal furprifed to fee us eat 
them with cream and fugar, yet upon trial they did 
not at all diflike the compofition. 

The dcfert confifted of a great variety of fruits^ 
and ftill a greater of ices : thefe were fo difguifed in 
the fhapes of peaches, fig^, oranges, nuts, ,&c. that 
a perfon unaccuftomed to ices might very eafily have 
been taken in, as an honeft fea-officer was lately at 
the houfe of a certain minifter of your acquaintance, 
not lefs diftinguiflied for the elegance of his table, 
than the exa£t formality and fubordination to be ob- 
ferved at it. After the fecond courfe was removed, 
and the ices, in the fhape of ^various fruits and fweet- 
meats, . advanced by way of rear-guard ; one of the 
fervants carried the figure of a fine large peach to 
the captain, who, unacquainted. with deceit of any 
kind, never doubted that it was a- reab one ; and 
cutting it through the middle, in a ipioment had one 
fcu-ge half of it in his mouth ; at firSt he only looked 
grave, and blew up his cheeks to give it more. room j 
but the violence of the cold' fooh getting the better 
of his patience,- he began to tumble it about from 
fide to fide in bis mouth, his eyes rufliing out of 
water, till 2t lad, able to hold no longer,, he: fpit 
it out upon his plate, exclaiming with a horrid oath, 
•* A painted fnowball, by 6«^— d !** . and wiping avi^y 
fais tears with his napkin, he turned in a rage to the 
Italian fervant that had helped him, with a ^^ D — n 
your maccaroni €yes, you fonof a b— — ^ what did 
you mean. by that?'* — The fellow, who did not un^ 

. . derfta,nd 
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derftand a word of it, could not forbear fmiliiig, 
which (till convinced the captain the more that it was 
a trick j and he was juft going to throw the reft of 
the fnowbail in his . ftice, but was prevented by one 
of the company ; when recovering from his paffion, 
and thinking the objedt unworthy of it, he only 
added in a fofter tone^ " Very well^ neighbour, I 
only wiflx I had you on board fhip for half an hour, 
you fliould have a dozen before you could fay Jack 
Robmfon, for all your' painted cheeks." 

I alk pardon for this digreflion, but as it is a good 
laughable ftory, I know you will ejccufe it* About 
fix o'clock, we took a fcordlal leave of our jolly 
friends at Agrigentum ; and embarked on board our 
Sparonaro at the new port. I fhould have told you, 
that this harl)our has lately been made at a very great 
expence ; this city having always been 6ne of the 
principal ports of the ifland, for the exportation of 
grain. The bifliop and his company went into a large 
barge, and failed round the harbour, we faluted them 
as we went out ; they returned the compliment, 
and we took a fecond leave. The evening was fine, 
and we coafted along for a good many miles ; we 
paffed feveral points and little promontories, that 
were exceedingly beautiful and picturefque, many of 
them were covered with noble large aloes in full 
blow. In one place, I counted upwards of 200 of 
thofe fine majeftic plants all in flower ; a fight which 
I imagined was hardly to be met with in the world.—- 
After fun-fet,— alas, fain would- 1 conceal what hap- 
pened after fun-fet ! but life you know is chequered 
with good and evil, and it would have been great 
prefumption to receive, fo much of the one, without 

Q expecting 
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^pefting a Uttle dafli of the other too. — Befides, a 
fea expedition is nothing without a ftorm. Our 
journal would never have been readable, had it not 
been for this.-*- Well, I aflure you, we had it. It 
was not indeed fo violent as the great one oflf Louif- 
burgh, or perhaps even that deforibed by Virgil ; the 
reading of which is faid to have made people fea- 
fick ; biit it was rather too much for our little barL 
—I was going to tell you that after fun-fet the fky 
began to overrcaft, ,and in a ihort tiihe the whole 
. atniofphere appeared fiery ^d threatening* We 
attempted to get into fome creek, but could find 
none. The wind grew loud, and we found it was in 
vain to proceed; but as the night was dark and 
haay, we were dubious about the poffibiKty of reach- 
ing the port of Agrigentum. However, this was all 
jfe had foi^ it, as there were none other within many 
miles. Accordingly we tacked ahput, and plying 
both oars and fail, with- great care not to come 
amongft the ^ocks and breakers, in about two hours 
we fpied the light-houfe ; by which we ^direfted out 
courfe, and got fafely into port, betwixt one and 
twa in the morning ; we lay down on our mattrafs, 
and flept found tilKten, when finding the falfity of 
our hypothefis, that ther« could be no bad weather 
in the Mediterranean at this feafon, we unanimoufly 
agreed to have nothing more to do with Sparonaros, 
and fent immediately to engage mules to carry us 
Gver the mountain^ to Palermo. The ftorm con- 
tinued with violence the whole day, and made us 
often thank heaven that we had got fafely back. It 
was not till five in the afternoon that we had muleis, 
guides, ^d guards^ provided us ; when we fet off, 
\ 9 V^ttJ 
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pretty much m the fame order, and m the fame 
equipage as we had done about three weeks ago from 
Medina. Our guards attempted to fill lis with the 
moft dreadful apprehenfions of this road, fhewing 
us every mile, where fuch a one was robbed, fuch 
another was murdered ; and entertained us with fuch 
melancholy ditties the greateft part of the way. In- 
deed, if one half of their ftories be true, it is cer- 
tainly the moft dangerous road in the world j but 
I looked upon moft of them as fiftions, invented only 
to increafe their own confequence, and to procure a 
little more money. There is, indeed, fome foimda^ 
tion for thefe ftories ; as there are numbers of gibbets 
erefted on the road in terrorem ; and every little 
baron has the power of life and death in his own 
domain. Our biftiop's brother, whofe name I have 
forgot, feized lately four and twenty of thpfe defpe- 
rate banditti, after a ftout refiftance, where feveral 
were killed on both fides ; and notwithftanding that 
fome of them were under the proteSion of the no* 
bility, and in their fervice, they were all hanged. 
However, this has by no means rooted them out# 
Our guards in the fufpicious places went with their 
pieces cock*d, fm4 kept a clofe look-out to either fide 
of them ; but we faw nothing to alarm us, except 
the moft dreadful roads in the world ; in many places 
worfe than any thing I ever met with amongft the 
Alps. - 

After travelling about twenty miles, we arrived by 
two in the morning at the moft wretched — I don't 
know what to call it — ^there was not any one thing 
to be had but a little ftraw for the mules. However, 
aftir a good deal of difficulty, ^we at laft got fire- 
• Q a enough 
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enough to boil our tea-kettle, and having brought 
bread from Agrigentum, we tnade an excellent meal. 
Our tea-lable was a round ftone in^ the field, and as 
the moon (hone bright, we had no occafion for any 
other luminary. You may believe our ftay here was 
as fhort as poffible ; the houfe was too dreadfully 
fiafty to enter it, and the ftable was full of poor 
wretches lleeping on the bare ground. In Ihort, I 
, never faw in any* country fo miferable an liin, for fo 
it is ftyled. We mounted our cavalry with all expe- 
dition, and in a very (hort time got into the woods, 
where we were ferenaded by the nightingale as we 
went along, who made us a full apology and atone- 
ment for the bad cheer we had met with. In a fhort 
time it was day, and then we had entertainment 
enough from" the varied fcenes of the moft beautiful, 
'wild, and romantic country in the world. — The fer- 
tility of many of the plains is truly aftonilhing, 'with- 
out inclofures, without manure, and almoft without 
culture. It is with reafon, that this ifland was ftyled 
** Romani imperii horreum,** the granary of the 
Roman Empire. Were it cultivated, it would ftill 
be the great granary of Europe. Pliny fays, it yielded 
a hundred after one; and Diodorus, who was a 
native of the ifland, and wrote on the fpot, affures 
us that it produced wheat and other grain fponta- 
neoufly ; and Homer advances the fame fad in the 
Odyfley : 

" The foil untiU'd, a ready harveft yields, 
^ ** With wheat and barley wave the golden fields ; 
" Spontaneous wines from weighty clutters pour, 
** And Jove defcends in each prolific ftiqwer.'* 

Pope. 

Many 
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Many of the mountains feemed to be formed by fub- 
terraneous fire ;' i5?veral of them retain their conical 
figure and their craters, but not fo ex'aft as thofe 
on mount ^Etna, as jhey are probably much older. ^ 
I likewife obferved many 'pieces of lava on the road, 
and in the beds of the torren|ts.; and a good deal of 
the ftone called tufa, which is certainly the produc- 
tion of a volcano; fo that I have no doubt, that a 
great part of this ifland, as well as the neighbouring 
ones of Lipari, &c. has been originally formed by 
fubterraneous fire : we likewife paffed fome quarries 
of a kind of talc, and alfo of a coarfe alabafter; 
of this they make a fort of ftucco or plaifter, re- " 
fembling that of Paris; but what I much regretted, 
we miffed feeing the famous fait of Agrigentum; 
found in the earth, about four or five miles from*, 
that city. It has this remarkable property different 
from all other fait, that in the fire it prefently melts }- 
but in the water it cracks and fplits, but never dif-. 
folves. It is celebrated by Pliny, Ariftotle, and 
others of the ancient, as well as modem naturalifts. 
Fazzello, whom I have brought along with me to 
read by the roald, fays, he has often experienced this ; 
he adds from the authority of thefe ancient authors, 
that they formerly had mines of this fait, fo pure 
and folid, that the ftatuaries and fculptors preferred 

it to marble, and made various works of it« 

♦ 

The poor people of the village have found U5 out, 
and with looks full of mifery have furrounded our 
door. — Accurfed tyranny, — what defpicable objeds 
we become in thy hands ! Is it^ not inconceivable, 
how any government fhould be able to render poor 
and wretched, a country which produces almoft 

. Q3 W- 
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fpontaneoufly, every thing that even luxury can de* 
fire ? But alas ! poverty and wretchednefs have ever 
attended the Spanifli yoke, both on this, and on 
toother fide of the globe,— They make it their boaft 
that the fiin never fets on their dominions, but for^ 
get that fince they became fuch, they have left him 
nothing to fee in his courfe but deferted fields, barren 
wilderneffes, oppreffed peafants, and lazy, lying, 

lecherous monks. ^Such are the fruits of their 

boafted conquefts. — They ought rather to be aihamed 
that ever the fun fhould fee them at alU — The fight 
of thefe poor people has filled me with indignation. 
This village is furrounded by the fineft country in 
the world, yet there was neither bread nor wine 
to be found in it, and the poor inhabitants, appear 
more than half fl:arved. 



*^ 'Mongfl Ceres* rlcheft gifts with want opprefs*d 
** And 'midft the flowing vineyard, die of third.' 



9 



I fliall now think of concluding, as I do not recoL» 
left that I have much more to fay to you. Befides. 
1 find byfelf exceeding fleepy./ 1 fincerely wiih it 
may not be the fame cafe with you, before you have 
read thus far. We have ordered our mules to be 
ready by five o'clock, and fliall again travel all 
night J— the heats are too great to allow of it by 
day ; adieu. — ^Thefe two fellows are ftill found afleep^ 
In a few minutes I fliall be fo too,, for the pen is 
^Imofl: dropping out of my hand. Farewell, 



SICILT AND MALTA. , fijf 



LETTER XXI. 



Palemip, June j^ 
\X7 E are now arrived ?it the great capital of Sicily, 
which in our opinion in beauty and elegance 
is greatly fuperior to Naples. It is not, indeed, fo 
large, but the regularity, the uniformity and neatnefs 
of its ftreets and buildings^ render it much more plea- 
fing ; it is full of people, who have moftly an air of 
affluence and gaiety. And indeed we feem to have 
got into a new world. — But ftop— not fo faft.— I had 
forgot that yOu have ftill 50 miles to travel on a 
curfed ftubbom mule, over rocks and precipices : for 
I can fee no reafon, why we fliould bring you at once 
into all the fweets of ?^ermo, without bearing at leaft 
fome little part in the fatigues of the journey. Come, 
we (hall make them as fliort as poflible. 

We left you, I think, in a little village on the top 
of a high mountain. We Ihould indeed ufe you very 
ill, were we to leave you there any longer ; for I own 
it is the very worft country quarter that ever fell t6 
my lot. However, we got a good comfortable fleep 
in it, the only one thing it afforded us ; and the fleas, 
the bugs, and chickens, did all that lay in their power 
even to deprive us of that, but we defied them. Our 
two leaders came to awake us before five, apoftrophy- 
ing their entry with a detail of the horrid , robberies 
and murders that had been committed in the neigh- 
bourhood ; all of them, you may be fure, on the very 
itoad that w^i wej^e to go. 

94 Ow 
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Gur whole fquadron was drawn out, and we were 

ranged in order of battle, by five o'clock, when we 

began our march, attended by the whole village, man, 

woman, and child* We foon got (iown amongft the 

woods, jand endeavoured to forget the objeds of 

mifery we had left behind"^ us. The beauty and richnefs 

of the country increafed in proportion as wfe advanced* 

The niountains, although of a great height (that we 

have left, is near 4000 feet, the mercury {landing at 

26 inches 2 lines), are covered to the very fummit 

with the richeft pafture. The grafs in the valleys is 

already burnt up, fo that the flocks are all upon the 

mountains. The gradual feparation of heat and cold, 

is very vifible in taking a view of them. The valleys 

are, brown and fcorched, and fo are the' mountains to 

a confiderable height ; they then begin to take a fliade 

of green, which grows deeper and deeper, and covers 

the whole upper region ; however,- on the fummit, 

the grafs and corn are by no means fo luxuriant as 

about the middle. We were amazed at the richnefs of 

the crops, far fuperior to any thing I had ever feen 

either in England or Flanders, where the happy foil 

is aflTifted by all the arts of cultivation ; whilft here, 

the wretched hulbandman can hardly afford to give 

it a furrow; and gathers in -with a heavy heart, the 

mod luxuriant harveft. To what purpofe is it given 

him ? only to lie a dead weight upon his hand, fome- 

tim^s till it is entirely Ipft ; exportation being prohi- 

bited to ^U fuch as cannot pay exorbitantly for it to 

the fovereign.— What a contraft is there betwixt this, 

and the little uncouth country of Switzerland !— to b^ 

fure, the dreadful confequences of opprefEon can 

never be fet in a more ftriking oppofition to thfj bleL 

lings 
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fings and charms of liberty, Switzerland, the very 
excrefcence of Europe, where Nature feems to have , 
thrown out all her cold and ftagilating humours ; full 
of lakes, marfhes, and woods, and furrounded by im- 
menfe rocks, and everlafting mountains of ice," tRe 
barren^ but facred, ramparts of liberty. Switzerland,' 
enjoying every blefling, where every bleffing feems to 
have been denied ; whilft Sicily, covered by the mofl: 
Juxuriant hand of Nature ; where Heaven feems to 
have (howered down its richeft bleflings with the 
utmoft prodigality ; groans under the mofl: abjeO: 
poverty, 'and with a pale and wan vifage, fl:arves in 
the midfl: of plenty. — It is liberty alone that works 
this ftanding miracle. — Under her plafl:ic hands the 
mountains fink, the lakes are drained ; and thefe 
rocks, thefe marfhes, thefe woods, become fo many 
fources of wealth and of pleafure. — ^But what has tern- ^ 
perance to do with wealth ? 

** Here reigns Content, 
** And Natnre's child Simplicity ; long (iuce 
*' Exil'd from poliiHed realms." 

** 'Tis Induftry fupplics 
•* The little Temperance wants ; anci rofy Health 
** Sits fmiling at the board/* 

You will begin to think I am in danger of turning 
poetical in thefe claflic fields ;— I am fure I neither 
fufpeded any cf the mountains we have pafled to be 
Parnaflus ; nor did I believe any one of the nine fool- 
ifh enough to inhabit them, except Melpomene per- 
haps, as (he is fo fond of tragical faces : however, I 
fhall now get you out of them as foon as pofiible, and 
bring you once more into, the gay world. I aflfure you 

I have 
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I haVe often triihed that you could have lent me your 
xnufe, on this expedition j my letters would then have 
been more worth the reading ; but you muft take the 
will for the deed. 

After travelling till about midnight, we arrived at 
stfiother miferable village, where we flept for fome 
hours on ftraw, an4 continued our journey again by 
day-break. We had the pleafure of feeing the rifmg 
fun from the top of a pretty high mountain, and were 
delighted with the profpeft of Strombolo, and the 
other Lipari iflarids, at a great diftance from us* On 
our defcent from this mountain, we found ourfelves 
on th,e banks of the fea, arid took that road, prefera- 
ble' to an inland one, although feveral miles nearer. 
We foon lighted from pur mules, and plunged into 
the water, which has ever made one of our greateft 
pleafures in this expedition ; nobody that has not tried 
it, can conceive the delight of this ; after the fatigue 
of fuch a journey, and paffing three days without un- 
dreffing. Your friend Fullarton, though only feven- 
teen, but whofe mind and body now equally defpife 
every fatigue, found himfelf ftrong as a lion, and fit 
to begin fuch another march. We boiled our tea- 
kettle under a fig-tree, and eat a breakfaft that might 
have ferved a company of ftroUing players. 

The approach to Palermo is fine. The alleys are 
planted with fruit-trees, and large Artierican aloes in 
full blow. — Near the city we pafTed a pl^c6 of execu- 
tion, where the quarters of a number of robbers were 
hung up upon hooks, like fo many hams ; fome of 
them appeared newly executed, and made a very un- 
fightly figure. Oh our arrival, ^e learned that a 
prieft and thfee others had been taken a few days ago, 

after 
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after an obftinate defi^ce, in which feveral were- 
killed on both fides ; the prieft, rather than fubmit 
to his conquerof s, plunged his hanger into his breaft, 
and died on the fpot ; the reft fubmitted and were 
executed. , 

As there is but one inn in Palermo, we were obliged 
to agree to their own terms (five ducats "a day); 
We are but indiflferently lodged ; however, it is the 
only inn we have yet feen in Sicily, and indeed, 
may be faid to be the only one in the ifland. It is 
kept by a noify troublefome French-woman, who I 
find will plague us ; there is no keeping her out of 
our rooms, and fhe never comes in without telling us 
of fuch a prince and fuch a duke, that were fo fuper- 
latively happy at being lodged in her houfe : we can 
eafily learn that they were all defperately in love 
with her ; and indeed (he feems to take it very much 
amifs, thsit we are not inclined to be of the' fame 
fentiments. I have already been obliged to tell her, 
that we are very, retired fort of people, and do not 
like company : I find fhe does not efteem us the 
better for it ; and this morning, (as I paffed through- 
the kitchen, without fpeaking to her) I overheard 
her exclaim, '* Ah mon Dieu ! cbmme ces Anglois 
font fauvages.'* I believe we muft take more notice 
of her, otherwife we fhall certainly have our rent 
raifed ; but (he is as fat as a pig, and as ugly as the 
devil, and lays on a quantity of paint on each 
of her fwelled cheeks, that looks like a great plaifter 
of red Morocco. Her piflture is hanging in the 
room where I am now writing, as well as that of her 
hufband, who, by the by, is a ninny : they are no lefs 
vile curiofities than the originals*-— He is drawn with 

hi^ 
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his fnuff-box open in one hand, and a difli of coffee 
in the other; and at the fame time, fait P aimable a 
Madame. I took notice of this triple occupation, 
which feemed to imply fomething particular.^ She 
told cie that t^e thought was hers ; that her hufband 
was exceedingly fond of fnuff and of coffee, and wanted 
by this to fhew that he was ftill more occupied with 
her than with either of them. — I could not help ap- 
plauding the ingenuity of the conceit. Madame is paint- 
ed'with an immenfe bouquet in her breaft, and an 
orange in her right-hand , emblematic of her fweet- 
nefs and purity ; and has the prettieft little fmirk on 
^ her face you can imagine. She told me that flie 
infifted on the painter drawing her avec le fourhjur 
le infage^ but as he had not efprit enough to make 
her fmile naturally, fhe was obliged to force one, 
*' qui n*etoit pas tout a fait fi jolie que le i;iaturel, 
** mais qui vaudroit toujours mieux que de paroitre 
" fombre.** I agreed with her perfei^ly ; and af- 
fured her it became her very much, " parceque les 
*' dames graffes font toujours de bonne humeur.'*— 
I found, however, that flie would willingly have ex- 
cufed me the latter part of the complifhent, which 
more than loft all that I had gained by the former. 
** II eft vrai" (faid fhe, a good deal piqued) " j'ai un 
"pen de Tern bon point, mais pas Jant graffe pour- 
" tant." I pretended to excufe myfelf, frpm not un- 
derftanding all the fineffe of ' the language ; and af- 
fured her, the de Pen bon point was the very phrafe 
I meant to make ufe of. She accepted the apology, 
and we are again reconciled ; for, to give the devil 
his due, they are good-humoured. She made me a 
C/Durtfey, and repeated, " Oui, Monfieur, pounpar- 

" ler 
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** ler comme il faut, il faut dire de P en bon point. — 
** On ne dit pas grafle.*' I affured her, bowing to 
the ground,, that the word fhould forever be rafed 
from my vocabulary. She left me with a gracious 
fmile, and a curtfey much lower than the firft ; adding 
** Je ffayois bien que Monfieur etoit un homme com- 
** me il faut ;" at the fame tim^ tripping off on her 
tiptoes, as light as a feather, to fhew me how much I 
had been miftaken. This woman m^de me recolfed 
(what I have always pbferved) how little the manners 
of the French are to be changed by their connexion 
with other nations ; allowing none to. be in any de- 
gree worthy of imitation but their own. Although- 
Ihe has now been here thefe twenty years, (he is ftiil 
as perfeftly French, as if fhe had never been with- 
out the gates of Paris ; and looks upon every woman 
in Palermo with the utmoft contempt, becaufe they 
have never feen that capital, nor heard the fublime 
mufic of its opera. She is likewife (allowing for the 
difference of rank) an admirable epitome of all French 
women, whofe univerfal paffion has ever been the de- 
lire of admiration, and of appearing young : and ever 
would be, I believe, were they to live to the age of 
a thoufand. Any perfon that will- take a look of the 
withered death's heads in their public places, -covered 
over with a thick^malk of paint, will be convinced of 
this. — Now our old ladies, when they get to the 
w|-ong fide of fixty, generally take a jump up to, the 
borders of fourfcore, and appear.no lefs vain of their 
years than ever they were, of their youth. I know 
fome of them, that I am fure are not lefs happy, nor 
lefs contented, nor (I might almoft add) lefs admired 
with their wrinkles, than ever they were with their 

dimples. 
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dimples* I do not know whether a chearful old 
woman, who is willing to appear fo, is more refpefl> 
able, or more eftimabW ; or a withered witch, who 
fills up every wrinkle with varnilh, and at fourfcore 
attempts to give herfelf the bloom of four and-twenty, 
is ridiculous and contemptible: — but as dinner is on 
the table, I ihall leave it to you to determine. 
Adieu. ' 



LETTER XXII. 



Palermo, June 23d* 
T SHALL have a great deal to write you about 
this city j we are every day more delighted with it, 
and fhall leave it with much regret. We have now 
delivered our letters, in confequenge of which we are 
loaded with civilities, and have got into a very agree^ 
able fet of acquaintance. — But I Ihall firft attempt 
to give you fome little idea of the town, and then 
fpeak of its inhabitants. It is by much the moft re- 
gular I have feen, and is built upon that plan, which 
I think air large cities ought to follow. The two 
great ftreets interfefl: each other in the centre of 
the, city, where they form a handfonie fquare, called 
the . Ottangolo, adorned with elegant uniform build- 
ings. From the centre of this fquare, you fee the 
whole of thefe noble ftreets, and the four great gates 
of the city which terminate them ; the fymmetry and 
beauty of which produce a fine efi*e£t. The whole 
of thefe are to be magnificently iUuminated fome 

time 
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ti|i|e next month, and muft certaJntly be the fineft 
fight in the world. The four gates are each at the 
diftance of about half a mile (the diameter of the city 
being no more than a mile) : thefe are elegant pieces 
of architefture richly adorned, particularly the Porta 
Nova and Porta Felice^ terminating the great ftreet 
called the Corfo^ that runs fouth weft and north 
eaft. Theleffer ftreets in general run parallel to 
thefe great ones ; fo that from every part of the city, 
in a few minutes walking, you are fure to arrive at 
one of the capital ftreets. The Porta Felice (by much 
the handfomeft of thefe gates) opens to the Marino^ 
^ a delightful walk, which conftitutes one of the great 
pleafures of the nobility of Palermo. It is bounded 
on one fide by the wall of the city, and on the other 
by the fea, from whence, even at this fcorching 
feafon, there is always an agreeable breeze. In the 
centre of the Marino, they have lately ereded an 
eleganj:. kind of temple, which during the fummer 
months, is made ufe of as an orcheftra for mufic ; 
and as in this feafon they are obliged to convert the 
night into day, the concert does not begin, till the 
clock ftrikes midnight, which is the fignal for the 
fymphony to ftj-ike up : at that time the walk is 
crowded with carjriages and people on foot ; and the 
better to' favour pleafure and intrigue, there is an 
order, that no perfon, of whatever quality, fhall pre- 
fume to carry a )ight with him. The flambeaux are 
^xtingwilhed at the Porta Felice, where the fervants 
wait for the return of the carriages ; and the company 
generally continue an hour or two together in utter 
darknefs ; except when the intruding moon, with her 
honi$ wid her chaftity comes todifturb them. The 

concer; 
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' concert finiflies about two in the morning, when, foi* 
th^ mofl part, every hufband goes home to his own 
-wife. This is an admirable, inftitution, and never 
produces any fcandal : no hufband is fuch a brute 
as to deny his wife the Marino ; and the ladies are 
fo cautious and circumfpedt on their fide, that the 
more to avoid giving offence, they very often put on 
mafques. 

Their other amufements coiififl chiefly in their 
Converjaziones^ of which they have a vanety every 
night: lliere is one general one, fupported by the 
fubfcription of the nobility, which is open every even- 
ing at fun-fet, and continues till midnight, when the 
Marino begins. It better deferves the name of a cpn- 
verfation than any I have feen in Italy : for here 
the people really come to converfe, whereas in Italy, 
they only go to play at cards and eat ices; I have 
obferved, that feldom or never one half of the com- 
pany is engaged in play, nor do they either play 
long or deep. There are a number of apartnients 
belonging to this converfation, illuminated with wax 
lights, and kept exceedingly cool and agreeable ; and 
it i? in^deed altogether one of the moft fenfible and 
comfortable inflitutions I have feen : befides this, 
there are generally a number of particular conver- 
fations every night, and What will a good deal furprife 
you, thefe are always held in the apartments of the 
]ying-in ladies ; for in this happy climate, childbear- 
ingis divefled of all its terrors, and is only confidered 
as a party of pleafure. This circumflance we were 
ignoraut of till t'other morning. The duke of Ver- 
dura, who does us the honours of the place, with 
great attention and politenefs, came to tell us, we 

had 
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had a vifit to make, that was indifpenfable. " The 
** J^rincefs Patemo (faid he) was brought to bed 
« laft night ; and it is abfolutely incumbent on you 
** to pay youf refpefls to her this evening/' At 
flrft I thought he was in joke, but he affured me he 
was ferioUs^ and that it w-ould be looked upon as a 
great Uftpolitenefs to negleft it.-^Accordingly we 
went about fun-fet, and found the princefs fitting up 
ih het bed, in an degant uiidrefs, with a number of 
her friends around her. She talked as ufual, and 
feemed to be perfedly well. This donverfation i$ 
repeated eVery hight during her convalefcence, which 
generally lafts for about eleven or twelve days. This 
cuftom is univerfal, and as the ladies here are very 
prolific, there are for the mod part three or four of 
thefe aflemblies going on in the city at the lame time ; 
poflfibly the Marino may not a little contribute to- 
wards them. 

The Sicilian ladies marry at thirteen or fourteen, \ 
and are fometimes grandmothers before they are 
thirty. — The Count Stetela prefented us a few days 
ago to his coufin,^ the Princefs Partana, who he told 
us bztd a great number of children, the eldeft of 
which was a very fine girl of fifteen. We talked to 
the princefs for half an hour, not in the leaft doubt, 
ing all the time that (he was the daughter, till at laft 
the young lady caihe in ; and even then, it was not eafy 
to fay which appeared the handfomeft or the young- 
eft. This lady has had twelve children, and is ftill 
in her bloom ; {he aiTured me that flie never ^i oyed 
more perfect heajth than when flie was in childbed ;— ♦ 
that during the time of her pregnancy Ihe was often 
indifpofed, but that immediately on delivery (he was 

R cured 
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cored of all her complaintS) and was capable of en-' 
jpying the company of I>er frijencjs even more thau 
at any other time. I expreffed my fuiprife at thi^ 
very fingular happinefs of their climate or cpnftiifu- 
tions ; but fee appeared ftiU more furprifed when I 
told her that we loft many of our fineft women in 
childbed ; and that even the moft fortunate and eafy 
deliveries were attended with violent pain and an- 
guifli.— She lamented the fate of our ladies, and 
khanked Heaven that fhe was born a Sicilian* 

What this fmgularity is owing tOj^ let the learned 
determine ; but it is fnrely one of the capital bleffings 
of thefe climates, where the curfe that was laid upon 
mother Eve feems to be entirely taken off : I don't 
know how the ladies here hay^ deferved this ex- 
emption, as they have at leaft a§. moch both of Eve 
and the ferpent as ours have, and ftifl retain their 
appetite,^ as ftrong as ever, for forbidden firuit.— It 
feemfe hard, that in our ownr c6untjry„ and in Svrftzer- 
land, where the women ia general are the chaftefl 
in Europe, that this curfe fhould fall the heayieft : 
it is probaWy owing to the climate : — ^In cold, but 
more particularly in mountainous countries, births 
are difficult and dangerous ^ in warm and low places 
lUey are more eafy ; the air of the firft hardens and 
contradls the fibres, that of the fecond foftens and re- 
laxes them. In fome pEaces in Switzerland, and 
among the Alps^ they lofe ahnoft one half of their 
women m childbed, and thofe that can afford it, of- 
. ten go down to the low countries fome weeks before 
they. Ke in, and find their deliveries much eafier. 
One may eafily conceive what a change it muft make 
upon the whole frame, to add the preffure of a co- 
5. lumn 
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lutnn of air ^f two or three thoufand feet more than it 
is accuftomed to : and if mufcular motion is per- 
formed by the preffure of the atmofphere, as fome 
have alleged, how much muft this a3d to the aftion of 
every tnufcle I — However, if this hypothefis were 
trucj Our ftrength fhould have been diminifhed one 
third on the top of iEtna^ which did not appear to 
be the Cafe } as we had paffed through one tWrd of 
the quantity of air of the whole atmofphere. I haver, 
often thought that phyficiaf]^ pay too little attention 
to thefe tonfiderations j and that in ikilful hands they 
might be turned to great account, in the cure of' 
many difeafes : they only fend their patients to fuch 
a degree of latitude^ but never think of the degree 
of altitude Ih the atmofphere* Thus, people with the 
fame complaints are fent to Aix and to Marfeilles, 
although the air in thefe two places mtift be eflfenti- 
ally (Afferent. Marfeilles is on the levd of the fea^ 
and Aix (as I myfelf tneafured it) is near ^oo feet 
above it. — Now I ant perfuaded, that in fuch a^ 
country as Switzerland, or on fuch a mountain as 
MtnZy where it is eafy at all times to take off a 
prcflure from the human body of many th<^ufand 
pounds weight, that an ingenious phyfician might 
make great difcoveries j nor indeed would thefe 
difcovefies be confined to the changing of the quan- 
tity of air that prefftis oa the body, but would like- 
wife be ekt^nded to the changing of the quality 
of the air we breathe ; which, on the fide of iEtna, or 
any very high mountain, is more varied than in tra^ 
veiling through fifty degrees of latitude* I beg paf^ 
don &>t thi^ digreffion ; the only amends 1 can make, 
is to pat it oM of my power to trouble you with any 
more, and thus abruptly affure you how mucl^ &c. 
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LETTER XXUI. 



Palermo, June 26th/ 
^tJR fondnefs for Palermo increafes every day^ 
and we are beginning to look forward with re* 
gret to the time of our leaving it, which is now 
faft approaching* We hare made acquaintance with 
many fenfible and agreeable people. The Sicilians 
appear frank and fincere j and their polkenefs does 
not confift in fliow and grimacej like fome of the 
polite nations of the continent. The viceroy fets the 
pattern of hofpitality, and he is followed by the reft 
of the nobles. He is an amiable, agreeable man, 
and I believe is as much beloved and efteemed as a 
viceroy to an abfolute monarch can be. He was in 
England in his youth, and is dill fond of many of 
our authors, with whom he feems to be intimately 
acquainted ; he fpeaks the language tolerably well, 
and encourages the learning of it amongft his people • 
—He may^ be confidered with regard to Naples, as 
what the lord lieutenant of Ireland is with regard to 
England, with this trifling diflference, that, like his 
matter, he is invefted with abfolute authority ; and 
keeps his parliament (for he has one too) in the mod 
perfeft fubjeftion. The patriots here, aithough a 
very numerous body, have never been able to gain 
ojie point, no nor a places nor eveA a penfion for a 
njeedy friend. Had lord Townihend the power of 
the marquis Fogliano, I fuppofe your. Hibernian fquab^ 
bles (of which we hear fo much> even at this diftant 
- comer) 
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corner) would foon have an end.— Notwithftanding 
this great authority, he is affable and familiar, and 
makes his houfe agreeable to every body* We go 
very often to his affemblies, and have dined with him 
feveial thnes ; his table is ferved with elegance and 
magnificence, much fuperior indeed to that of his Sici- 
lian majefty, who eats off a fervice of plate, a): leaft 300 
years old, very black and nifty indeed : I heard a gen- 
tleman a(k one day, whilft we were ftanding round the 
table, if it had not been dug out o£ Herculaneum. That 
of the viceroy is very elegant, and indeed the whole of 
his entertainments correfpond with it ; thdligh ive 
have as yet feen nothing here, to be compared to the 
luxury of our feaft in the granary at Agrigentum, 

The Sicilian cookery is a mixture of the French 
and Spanifli } and the Olio ftill preferves its jank and 
dignity in the centre of the table, furrounded by a 
numerous train of fricaffees, fricandeaus, ragouts, and 
pet de loups ; like a grave Spanifli Don, amidft a 
number of little fmart marquis.— The other nobility, 
whoih we have had occafion to fee, are likewife very 
magnificent in their entertainments ; but moft particu- 
larly in their deferts and ices, o£ which there is a 
greater Variety than I have feen in any other country. 
They are very temperate with regard to wine ; though, 
fince we luve taught them our method of toafting 
ladies, they are fond of, and of hob and nobing with 
their friends, ringing the two glaffes together ; this 
focial praftice has animated them fo much, that they 
have been fometimes led to drink a greater quantity ' 
than they are accuftomed to ; and they often rejiroach ' 
us with having made them drunkards. In their ordi- 
nary living they are very frugal and temperate j and 
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from tke fobriety we have feen here, we are now mora 
perfuaded th^ the elevated fituation of Agrigehtum 
muft he one great caufe of its drunkennefs, 
V The Skilians have always had the charafter of 
being very amorous, aad furely not without reafocu 
The whole natiojti are poets, even the peafants ;. and: a 
man ftands a poor chance for a miftrefs, that is hot! 
capable of celebrating her praifes. I believe it is ge-r 
nerally allowed that the paftoral poetry had its origin; 
in this ifland ; and Theocritus, after whom they ftiil 
copy, will ever be looked upon as the prince of paiio^ 
ral poets And mdeed in mufic too, as well as poetry, 
the foft, amorous pieces are generally ftyled SkiUani j 
thefe they ufed to play all night under their miftreffes' 
windows, to exprefs the delicacy of their paffion ; but 
i^renading is not now fo much .in faihion, as it was 
during the time of their more intimate connexion 
with Spain, when it was faid by one of their authors, 
that no perfon could pafs for a maij of gallantry that 
had not got a cold ; and was fure never to fucceed in 
making love, unlefs he made it in a hoarfe voice- The 
ladies are not now fo rigid, and will fometimes. con- 
defcend tp hear a man, even although he fhould fpeak 
iji a clear tone.— Neither do they any longer require 
the prodigious, martial feats, that were then neceffary 
to win them. — The attacking of a mad bull,' or a wild 
boar, was reckoned the handfonieft compliment a 
lover cquld pay to his miftrefs ; and the putting thefe 
animals to death foftened her heart much more than 
all the fighing love-fick tales that could be invented. 
This has been humoroully ridiculed by one of their 
poets. He fays that Cupid's little golden dart was 
jiow change^ into a maffy fpear, which anfwered a 

double 
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double p'urpofe ; for at th,e fame time that it pierced 
the tough bull's hide, it likewife pierced the tender 
lady's heart. — But thefe Gothic cuftoms are now confi- 
ned to Spain, and the gentle Sicilians have i^eaflumed 
their fbftnefs; To tell you the truth, gallantry is pretty 
much upon the fame footing here as in Italy, the 
^ftabUfhment of Ciccifbees is pretty general, though 
not quite fo univerfal as on the continent. However, 
a breach of the marriage vow is no longer looked 
upon as one of the deadly fins ; and the confeifors 
fall upon eafy and pleafant enough methods of making 
them ^tone for it. The hufbands are tontentj^ and 
like able generals, make up for the lofs of one for* 
trefs, by the taking of another. However, feihde Bt- 
centioufnefs has by no means come to fuch a height 
a$ iti Italy. We have feen a great deal of doineftic 
happinefs ; hulbands and wives that truly^ love one 
another, and whofe mutual care and plesrfure is the 
education of their children. I could name a number ; 
—the i)uke of Verdura, the Prince Partana, the 
Count Bufcemi, and many others who live in the 
moft facred union. Such fights are very rare on the 
continent. But indeed the ftyle that young people 
are brought up in here, feems to • lay a much more 
folid foundation for matrimonial happinefs, than 
either in France or Italy. The young ladies are not 
fliut up in convents till the d^y of their marriage, but 
foi* the moft part live in the houfe with their parents, 
where they receive their education, and are every day 
in company 'with their friends and relations. From 
what I can obferve, I think they are allowed almoft 
as much liberty as with us. In their great affemblies' 
we often fee a club of young people (of both fexJes) 
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get together in a corner,^ and amufe themfelves for 
hours, at crofs.purpofes or fuch like games, without 
the mothers being under the leaft anxiety ; indeed, 
^ we fometimes join in thefe little parties, and find them 
extremely entertaining. In general, they are quick 
and Kvely, and have a number of thofe j^x d^efprity 
which I think muft ever be a proof, in all countries, 
of the familiar intercourfe betwixt the young people 
of the two fexes ; for all thefe games are infipid, if 
they are not leafoned by fomething of that invifible 
and fubtile agency, which renders every thing more 
interefting in thefe mixed foqieties, than in the lifelefs 
ones, compofed of only ojie part of the fpecies. Thus, 
in Italy, Spain, and Portugal, I have never feen any 
of thefe games ; in France feldom, but in Switzerland, 
(where the greateft liberty and familiarity are enjoye4 
jamongft the young people) they are nuipberlefs* 

— f But the converfation hour is arrived, and our 

c?iniage is waiting. 

Adieu. 
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Palermo, June 23th» 
HP HERE are two fmall countries, one to the eaft, 
the other to the weft of this city, where the 
principal nobility have, their country palaces. Both 
thefe we have vifited ; there are many tloble houfes 
in each of them.. That to the eaft is called La Ba-» 
garia, that to the weft II Colle. — We are this inftant 
returned from !l.a Bagaria, and I haften to give you 

^ an 
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an account of the ridiculous things we have feen, 
though perhaps you will not thank me for it. 

The palace of the Prince of Valguahera is, I think, 
by much the fineft and moft beautiful of all the 
houfes of the Bagaria ; but it is far from being the 
moft extraordinary: were I to defcribe it, I Ihould 
only tell you of things you have often feen and heard 
of in other countries, fo I (hall only fpeak of one, 
which, for its fmgularity, certainly is not to be 
paralleled oh the face of the earth ; it belongs to the 
prince of P— — , a man of immenfe fortune, who 
has devoted his whole life to the ftudy of monfters 
and chimeras, greater and more ridiculous than ever 
entered into the imagination of the wildeft writers of 
romance or knight-errantry. 

The amazing crowd of ftatues that furround his 
houfe, appear at a diftance like a little army drawrt 
up for its defence 5 but when you get amongft them, 
^d every one affumes his true likenefs, you imagine 
you have got int;o the regions of delufion.and en- 
chantment ; for of all that immenfe group, there is 
not one made to reprefent any objeft in nature ; nor 
is the abfurdity of the wretched imagination that 
created them lefs aftonifhing than its wonderful fer- 
tility. It would require a volume to defcribe the 
whole, and a fad volume indeed it would make. He 
has put the heads of men to the bodies of every fort 
qf anipial, and the heads of every other animal to the 
bodies of men. Sometimes he makes a compound 
pf five or fix animals that have no fort of refemblance 
in nature, He puts the head of a lion to the neck of 
a goofe, the body of a lizard, the legs of a goat, the 
tail of a fox. On tjie back of this monfter, he puts 

another. 
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another, if poflible ftill more hideous, with five or 
fix heads, and a bufh of horns, that beats the bead 
in the Revelations all to nothing. There is no kind 
of horn in the world that he has not coHefted j and 
his pleafure is to fee them all flourifhing upon the 
fame head. This is a ftrange fpecies of madnefs ; and 
it is truly unaccountable that he has not been ihut 
up many years ago ; but he is perfeftly innocent, and 
troubles nobody bf the indulgence of his phrenzy j 
on the contrary, he gives bread to a number of fta- 
tuaries and other Workmen, whom he rewards in 
proportion as they can, bring their imaginations to 
coincide with his own ; or, in other words, according 
to the hideoufnefs of the monfters they produce. It 
would be idle and tirefome to be particular in an ac» 
count of thefe abfurdities. The ftatues that adorn, 
or rather deform the great avenue, and furround the 
court of the palace, amount already to 600, notwith- 
ftanding which, it may be truly faid, that he has not 
broke the fecond commandment ; for of all that num- 
ber, there is not the likenefs of any thing in heaven 
above, in the earth beneath, or in the waters under 
the earth. The old ornaments, which were put up 
by Ifiis father, who was a fenfible man, appear to 
have been in a good tafte. They have all been 
knocked to pieces, and laid together in a heap, to 
make room for this new creation^ 

The infide of this inchanted caftle correfporids ex- 
aSly with the out ; it is in every refpefl: as whimfical 
and fanlaftical, and you cannot turn yourfelf to any 
fide, where you are not flared in the fece by fome 
hideous figure or other. Some of the apartibents 
are fpacwus and magnificent, with high arched rbofs -, 

which 
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which i&ftead of plaifter or ftucco, are compofe4 
entirely of large mirrots, nicely joined together. The 
efFed that thefe produce (as each of them make a 
fmall angl^ with -the other) is exaftly that of multi- 
plying glafs ; fo that when three or four people are 
walking below, there is always the appearance of 
three or four hundred walking above, The 
whole of the doors ^re likewife covered pver witU 
fmall pieces of mirror, cut into the moft ridiculous 
fliapes, and intermixed with a great variety of cryftal 
and glafs of different colours. All the chimney- 
pieces, windows, and fide-boards are crowded with 
pyramids and piUars of tea-pots, caudle-cups, bowls, 
cups, faucers, &c. ftrongly cemented together;" 
feme of thefe columns are not without their beauty ; 
one of them has a large china chamber-pot for its 
bafe, and a circle of pretty little flower-pots for its 
cSipital ; the Ihaft of the column, upwards of four 
feet long, is compofed entirely of tea-pots of dif- 
ferent fizes, diminilhed gradually from the bafe to 
the capital. The profufion of china that has been 
employed in forming thefe columns is incredible 5 
I dare fay there is not lefs than forty pillars and py- 
ramids formed in this ftrange fantaftic manner. 

Moft of the rooms are paved with fine marble 
tables of different colours, that look like fo many 
tomb-ftones. Some of thefe are richly wrought with 
lapis lazuli, porphyry, and othei: valuable ftones; 
their fine polifli is now gone, and they only appear 
like common marble; the place of thefe beautiful 
tables he has fupplied by a new fet of his own inven* 
tion, fome of which are not without their merit. 
Thefe are, made of the finefl tortoife-lhell mixed with 

mother 
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mother of pearl, ivory, and a variety of metals ; and 
are mounted on fine (lands of folid brafs. 

The windows of this ihchanted caftle are compofed 
of a variety of glafs of every different (;oIour, mised 
without aay fort of order or regularity. Blue, red, 
green, yellow, purple, violet.— ^0 that at each win* 
dow, you may have the heavens and earth of what- 
ever colour you chufe, only by looking through the 
pane that pleafes you. 

The houfe-clock is caied in the body of a (latue ; 
the eyes of the figure move with the pendulum, 
turning up their white and black alternately, wd 
make a hideous appearance. 

His bed-chamber and dreffing-room are like two 
apartments in Noah's ark ; there is fcarce a beaft, 
however vile, that be has not placed ther^; toads, 
jfrogs, ferpents, lizards, fcorpions, all cut out in 
marble, of their refpeftive colours. There are a 
good many bufts too, that are not lef§ Angularly 
imagined.— ^Some of thefe make a very handfome pro- 
file on one fide ; turn to the other, and you have a 
ikeleton ; here you fee a nurfe with a child in her 
arms ; its back is exaftly that of an infant .j its fece 
is that of a wrinkled pld woman of ninety. 

For fome minutes one can laugh at thefe follies, 
but indignation and contempt foon get the better of 
you*- mirth, and the laugh is turned into a fneer. I 
own I was foon tired of them ; though fome things 
are lb ftrangely fancied, that it may well excufe a 
little mirth, even from the moft rigid cynic.^ 

ITie family ftatues are charming ; they have been 
done from fome old pictures, and make. a moft vene- 
rable appearance j" he has dreffed them out fron^ 

head 
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head to Foot, in new and elegant foits of marble;* 
and indeed the efFeft it produces is more ridiculous 
than any thing you can conceive. Their fhoes are all 
of black marble, the ftockings generally of red ; their 
clothes are of different colours, blue, green, and 
variegated, with a rich lace of giall* antique. The 
periwigs of the men and head-dreffes of the ladies are 
of fine white ; fo are their fhirts, with long flowing 
ruffles of alabafter. The walls of the houfe are co- 
vered \^ith fome fine hzSo relievos of white marble, 
in a good tafte ; thefe he could not well take out, 
or alter, fo he has only added immenfe frames to 
them. Each frame is compofed of four large marble 
tables. 

The author and owner of this fmgular colledion 
is a poor miferable lean figurcy fhivering at a breeze, 
and feems to be afraid of every body he fpeaks to ; 
but (what furprifed mej I have heard him talt fpe- 
cioufly enough on feveral occafions. He is one of 
the richeft ftibjefts in the ifland, and it is thought he 
has not laid out lefs than 20,000 pounds in the 
creation of this world of monfters and chimeras.,— 
He certainly might have fallen upon fome way to 
prove himfelf a fool at a cheaper rate. However it 
gives bread to a number of poor people, to whom he 
is an excellent mafter. His houfe at Palermo is a 
good dfeal in the fame flyle ; his carriages araco\^red 
with plates of brafs, fo that I really believe fome of 
them are mufket proof. - 

. The government have had ferious thoughts of de- 
moliihing the regiment of monfters he has placed 
round his houfe, but as he is humane and inoffenfive, 
and as this would certainly break his heart, they have 
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as yet forborne. However, the feeing of them by 
women with child is faid to have be^i already at- 
tended with very unfortunate tircumftances ; feveral 
Kying monflers having been brought forth in the 
neighbourhood* The ladies complain that they daref 
no longer take an airing in the Bagaria ; that fome 
hideous form always haUnt^ their imagination fot 
fome time after : their hulbands too, it is faidj are as 
Kttle fatisfied with the great variety of horns. Adieu* 
I Ihall write you again by next port, as matter multi* 
plies fail upon me in this metropolis* 

Ever yours* 



LETTER XXV. 



PakrmOy June 30th* 
'T'HE account the people here give of the Sirocc, 
or South-eaft wind, is truly wonderful ; to-day, 
at the viceroy *s> we were complaining of the violence 
of the heat, the thermometer being at 79. — ^They 
aflured us, that if we ftaid till the end of next month, 
we fliould propably look on this as pleafant cool wea*^ 
ther ; adding, that if we had once experienced the 
SiroGc, all other weather will appear temperate.—* 
I alked to what degree the thermometer commonly 
rofe during this wind ; but found to my furprife, 
that there was no fuch inftrument in ufe amoagft 
them : however, the violence of it, they affure us, is 
incredible; and that thofe who had remained many 
years in Spain and Malta^ had never felt any heat in 

thofe 
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thofe countries to comp^a-e to it* — ^How it happens to 
be more violent in Palermo than in a^ny other part of 
Sicily, is a myftery that ftill remains to be unfolded* 
Several treatifes have been written on this fubjeO;, 
but none that give any tolerable degree of fatisfac-. 
tion* As we fhall flay for fome time longer, it is 
poffible we may have an opportunity of giving you 
fome account of it. ^ 

They have begun fome weeks ago to make prepara- 
tions for th^ great feaft of St. Rofoliaj and our 
friends here fay they are determined that we fliall not 
leave theni till after it is over ; but this I am afraid 
will not be in our power. The warm feafon advances, 
and the time we appointed for our return to Naples 
is alread elapfed ; but indeed, return when we will, 
we (hall make but a bad exchange ; and were it not 
for thofe of our own qountry whom we have left be- 
hind us, we certainly fhould have determined on a 
much longer ftay. But although the fociety here is 
fuperior to that of Naples, yet,-— call it prejudice— 
OT call it what you will, there is a-— 3/i? nejcaji quoi^-^ 
a certain confidence in the charafter, the worth and 
friendfhip of our own people, that I have feldom felt 
any where on the continent, except in Switzerland* 
This fenfation, which conftitutes the charm of fociety, : 
and can alone render it fupportable for any time, ^ 
only infpired by fomething analogous, and fympathe- 
lic, in pur feelings and fentiments ; tike two inftru- 
ments that are in unifon, and vibrate to each other's 
' touch : for fociety is a concert, and if the inftruments 
are not in tune, there never can be harnjiony j and 
(to carry on the metaphor) this harmony too muft; 
ibcaetimes be heightened and fupported by the intra-, 
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dudion of a difcord ; but where difcofds predominate, 
which IS often the cafe between an Englifll and an 
Italian mind, the mufic muft be wretched indeed.— 
Had we but a little mixture of our own fociety, how 
gladly fhould we fpend the winter in Sicily ; but wtf 
often think with regret on Mr. Hamilton's and Mr# 
Walter*s families ; and wifli agaifi to be oh the conti- 
nent.— Indeed, even the pleafures w'e enjoy here, wd 
Cwe principally to Mr. Hamilton : his recommenda- 
tions we have ever found to be the beft paflport and 
introdudiion ; and the zeal and cordiality with which 
thefe are always received, proceeds evidently not 
from motives of deference and refpeftito the niimfter, 
but of love and aflFeSion to the man* 
^ This morning we went to fee a celebrated convent 
of Capuchins, about a mile without the city ; it con- 
tains nothing very remarkable but the burial-place, 
which indeed is a great curiofity* This is a vaft fub- 
terraneous apartment, divided into large tommodious 
galleries, the walls on each fide of which are hollow- 
ed into a variety of niches, as if intended for a great 
colleilion of ftatues ; thefe niches, inftead of ftatues, 
are all filled with dead bodies, fet upright upon their 
legs, and, fixed by the back to the infide of the nich : 
their number is about three hundred : they are all 
dreffed in the clothes they ufually wore, and form a 
moft refpedable and venerable affembly. The fldn and" 
mufcles, by a certain preparation, become as dry and 
hard as a piece of ftock-filh ; and although many of 
them have be^n here upwards of two hundred ' and' 
fifty syears, yet none are reduced to (keletons ; the 
mufcles, indeed, in fome appear to be a good deal 
more (hrunk than in others j probably becaufe thefe 
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perfons had been more extrauated at the time of their 
death. 

Here the people of Palermo pay daily vilGts to 
their deceafed friends, and recal with pleafure and 
regret the fcenes of their pad life ; here they fami* 
lip.rize themfelves with their future ftate, and chufe 
the, company they would wifli to keep in the other 
world. It is a common thing to make choice of their 
nich, and to try if their body fits it, that no altera* 
tions may be neceflary after they are dead^ and fome- 
times, by way of a voluntary penance, they accuftom 
themfelves to ftand for hours in thefe niches. 

The bodies of the princes, and firft nobility are 
lodged in handfome chefts or trunks, fome of them 
richly adorned : thefe are not in the fhape of coffins, 
but all of one width, and about a foot and a half, 
or two feet deep. The keys are kept by the neareft 
relations of the family, who fometimes.come and 
drop a tear over their departed friends. 

I am hot fure if this is not a better method of 
difpofing of the dead than ours. Thefe vifits muft 
prove admirable leffons of humility ; and I affure you, 
they are not fuch objects of horror as'you would ima- 
gine : they are faid, even for ages after death, to re*, 
tain a ftrong likenefs to what they were when alive ; 
fo that, as foon as- you have conquered the firft feel- 
ing excited by thefe venerable figures, you only con* 
fider this as a vaft gallery of original portraits, drawn 
after the life, by the jufteft and moft unprejudiced 
hand. It muft be, owned that the'^colours.are rather 
faded ; and thp pencil does not appear to have been 
the moft flattering in the world ; but no matter, it is 
the pencil of truth, and not of a mercenary, who only 
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. wants to pleafe. We Were alleging too, that it 
might be made of very coiifiderable utility to fo- 
ciety J and that thefe dumb orators could give the 
moft pathetic lefliures upon pride and vanity. When- 
ever a fellow began to ftrut, like Mr. B. or to afieft 
the haughty fupercilious air, he fhould be fent to 
Converfe with his friends in the gallery ; and if their 
arguments did not bring, him to ^a , proper way of 
thinking, I would give him up as incorrigible. 

At Bologna they fhewed us the Ikeleton of a cele- 
brated beauty, who died at a period of life when fhe 
was ftill the objedt of univerfal admiration. By way 
of making atonement for her own vanity, fhe be- 
queathed herfelf as a monument, to curb the vanity 
of others. RecoUeding on her death-bed the great 
adulation that had been paid to her charms, and 
the fatal change they were foon to undergo, fhe or- 
dered that her body fhould be difTefted and her 
bones hung up for the infpeftion of all young maidens 
who are inclined to be vain of their beauty. How- 
ever, if fhe had been preferved'in this moral gallery, 
the leffon would have been flronger ; for thofe very 
features that had raifed her vanity would flill have 
remained, only diveHed of all their power, and dif- 
armed of every charm. 

Some of the Capuchins fleep in thefe galleries 
every night, and pretend to have many wonderful 
vifions and revelatioiis ; but the truth is, that very few 
people believe them. 

No woman is ever admitted into this convent either 
dead or aljve ; aad this interdidlion is written in large 
charaders over the gate. The poor indolent Capu- 
chins, the fraileft of all flefh, have great need of 

fuch 



SICILY. AND MALTA* . , S59 

tvLch precautionis : they have no occupation from with*, 
out, and they have no refources within themfelves, 
fo that they muft be an eafy prey to every temptation : 
Bocaccio, sDid all the books of that kind, are filled 
with ftories of their frailty.— ^Yefterday, dining at the ^ 
Prince of Sperlinga's, and talking on this fubjeS, the 

Abbe T gave us an anecdote of a frieiid of 

his, who was formerly a brother of this convent. 
He is known by the name of Fra Pafqual, and has 
paflfed through many fmgular fcenes of lifcj which 
it would be too long to recount. His laft migration, 
or, if you will, tranfmigration, was from one of the 
banditti of this, kingdom, in which capacity, he had 
been enrolled for fome time ; but, tired of the dan# 
ger and fatigue to which he was perpetually expofed, 
he at laft determined to exchange the charafter of 
the hero, for that of the faint, and try if it was not 
both fafer >md furer, to rely on the weaknefs of others, 
than on oiir own ftrength. 

Fra Pafqual pretended a ftrong compundion for 
the tranfgreffions of his paft life, and made a promife 
to the Virgin, that the remainder of it fhould be fpent 
in mortification and penance, to atone for them. 
To this end, Pafqual, took the vows of poverty, and 
of chaftity, and entered into all the rigours of the 
monaftic life. — ^For fome weeks he behaved in a moft 
exemplary manner ; he went barefooted, wore a large 
rofaryj and a thicker cord of difcipline than any monk 
in the convent j and his whole deportment gave tefti- 
mony of the moft unfeigned repentanc^e ; however, 
the devil was ftill 24. work in the heart of. Pafqual,. 
and all thefe external mortifications only made him 
wor^ the harder j in fliort, he found it impoffible 
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to drive him out : Pafqual was fenfible of this ; and 
afraid left the enemy fhould at laft get the better of 
him, he thought it advifeable to leave at Palermo 
the charafter of fandity he had acquired, and begin 
fomewhere elfe upon a new fcore. He embarked 
for Naples, where he was foon. admitted into a capu- 
chin convent. ' 

As Pafqual knew from experience that the dull uni- 
formity of tjie monaftic life required fome little ampfe- 
ments to render it fupportable, the firft thing he'iet 
about was to find a miftrefs. He made love to a -lady 
of eafy virtue, who foon admitted his addreffes, but 
at the fam^ time informed him that he had a for- 
midable rival, wHo was jealous as a tiger, "^nd 
would not fail to put them both to death, ihould he 
difcover the intrigue. This was no other than a 
lifeguard-man, a fellow of fix feet two inches, with- 
a vaft fpada, like that of Goliah, and a monftrous pair 
of curled whifkers, that would have caft a damp on 
the heart of any man but Fra Pafqual ; but the mo-' 
naftic life had not yet enervated him; he was ac. 
cuftomed to danger, and loved a few difficulties; 
: 'ho^^y^r, as in his prefent charafter he could not 
3 ll^^a footing with his rival, he thought it beft only 
^f ,^]^ 5itiake ufe of prudence and ftr^tagem to lupplant 
^ him : thefe are the ecclefiaftical arms, and they have 
generally been found too hard for the military. 

The lady propiifed him an interview as foon as 
the court fhould go to Portici, where the lifeguard- 
man's duty obliged him to attend the king. Pafqual 
waited with impatience for fome time; at laft the 
^•ifhed-for night arrived ; the king fet oflF, after the 
opera, with all his guards, Pafqual flew like lightning 
9 to 
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to the arms of his miftrefs ; the preliminaries were' 
icon fettled, and the happy lovers had juft fallen 
afleep, when they were fuddenly alarmed by a rap 
and a well-known voice at the door. The lady ftart- 
ed up in an agony of defpair, afTuring Pafqual that 
they were both undone ; that this was her lover j 
and if fome expedient was not fallen upon, in the 
firft tranfports of his fury, he would certainly put 
them both to death. There was no time for reflec- 
tion ; the lifeguard-man demanded entrance in the 
moH peremptory manner, and the lady was obliged 
to inftant compliance. Pafqual had juft time to ga- 
ther his rags together, and cram himfelf in below 
the bed ; at that inftant the iioor opened, and the 
giant came in, rattling his arms and ftorming at 
his miftrefs, for having made him wait fo long; 
however, Ihe foon pacified him. He then ordered 
her to ftrike a light that he might fee to undrefs :— 
this ftruck Pafqual to the foul, and he gave himfelf 
up 'for loft ; however, the lady's addrefs faved him, 
when he leaft expe£i:ed it. In bringing the tindery 
fhe took care to let fall fome water into the box; 
and all the beating {he and her lover could beat, they 
could not produce one fpark. Every ftroke of the 
flint founded in PafquaPs ears like his death-knell ; 
but when he heard the lifeguard-man fwearing at the 
tinder for not kindling, he began to conceive fome 
hopes, and bleffed the fertile invention of woman.— 
The lady told him he might eafily get a light at the 
guard, which was at no great diftance.— Pafqual'a 
hesurt leaped with joy ;— but when the foldier an- 
fwered that he was abfent without leave, and durft 
not be feen, it agaiii began to flag ; but on !bis or- 
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dering hr to go— ^it died within him, and he now 
found himfelf in greater danger than ever. The 
lady herfelf was difconcerted ; but quickly recovering, 
iJie told him it would be too Ibng before (he could get 
di*efled ; but advifed him to go to the corner of a 
neighbouring ftreet, where there was a lamp burning 
before the Virgin Mary, who could have no objedion 
to his lighting a candle at it. — Pafqual revived \ but 
the foldier declared he was too much fatigqed with 
his walk, and would rather undrefs in the dark ; he 
at the fame time began to grope below the bed for 
a bottle of liqueurs, which he knew flood there.— 
Pafqual ftiooklike a quaker, — however, ftill he efcaped, 
^— The lady obferving what he was about, made a 
fpring, and got him the bottle, at the very inftant 
he was within an inch of feizing Pafqual's head.— 
The lady then went to bed, and told her lover, as 
it was a cold night, (he would warm his place for 
him. Pafqual admired her addrefs, and began to 
conceive fome hopes of efcaping. 

His fituation was the mbft irkfome in the world ; 
the bed wa^s fo low, that he had no room to move ; 
and when the great heavy lifeguard-man entered it, 
he found himfelf fqueezed down to the ground. He 
lay trembling and ftifling his breath for fome time, 
but found it abfolutely impoflible to fupport his fitu. 
ation till morning; and indeed, if it had, his 
clothes which were fcattered about, muft infallibly 
, difcover him : he therefore began to think of making 
his efcape \ but he could not move without alarming 
his rival who was now lying above him. At firft he 
thought of rufhing fuddenly out, and throwing him- 
felf intp the ftreet } but this he difdained, and, on 
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fecond thoughts, determined to feize the lifeguard- 
man's fword, and either put him to de^ith, or make 
an honourable capitulation both for himfel^ and the 
lady. In the midft of thefe refleSions, his rival 
began to fnore, and Pafqual declares that no mufic 
was ever fo grateful to his foul. He tried to ftir a 
little, and finding that it did not awake the enemy, 
he by degrees worked himfelf out of 'his prifon. He 
immediately laid hold of the great fpada ; —when all 
his fears forfook him, and he felt as bold as a lion. 
He now relinquifhed the daftardly fcheme of efcap- 
ing, and qnly thought how he could bell retaliate on 
his rival, for all that he had made him fuffer. 
, As Pafqual was ftark naked, it was no more 
trouble to him to put on the foldier*s clothes than his 
own ; and as both his cloak and his cappouch toge- 
ther were not worth a fixpence, he thought it moft 
eligible to equip himfelf a la militaire, and to leave 
his facerdotal robes to' the foldier. In a Ihort time 
he was dreffed cap-a-pie. His greafy cowl, his cloak, 
his fandals, his rofary, and his rope of difcipHne, he 
gathered together, and placed on a chair before the 
bed ; and girding himfelf with a great buff belt, in- 
ftead of the cordon of St. Francis, and grafping his 
trufty Toledo inftead of the crucifix, he fallied forth 
into the ftreet. He pondered for fome time what 
fcheme to fall upon ; and at firft thought of return- 
ing in ' the charafter of another lifeguard-man, pre- 
tending to have been fent by the officer vath a guard 
in queft of his companion, who not being found in 
his quarters, was fuppofed to have deferted : and 
thus, softer having made him pay heartily for all that 
he had fuffered under the bed, to leave him to the 
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enjoyment of his pannic, and the elegant fuit of 
clothes he had provided him. However, he was not 
fatisfied with this revenge, and determined on one 
ftill more folid. He went to the guard, and told the 
officer that he had met a Capuchin friar, with all the 
cnfigns of his fanftity abbut him, fculking through 
the ftreets, in the dead of night, when they pretend 
to be employed in prayer for the fins of mankind. 
That prompted by curiofity to follow him, the holy 
friar, as he expefted, went ftraight to the houfe of a 
celebrated courtezan, that he faw him admitted, and 
Jiftened at the window till he heard them go to bed 
together : that if he did . not find this information 
to be true, he fhould refign himfelf hi^ prifoner, 
and fubmit to whatever punifliment he fhould think 
proper. 

The officer and his guard delighted to have fuch a 
hold of a Capuchin, (who pretend to be the very 
models of ^anftity, and who revile iii a particular 
manner the licentious life of the military) turned out 
with the utmoft alacrity, and, under the conduft of 
Pafqual, furrounded the lady's houfe. Pafqual, begun 
thundering at the door ; and demanded entrance for 
the officer and his guard. The tinhappy foldier waking 
with the noife, and not doubting that it was a detach- 
ment fent to feize him, gave himfelf up to defpair, 
and inftantly took fhelter in the very place that Paf- 
qual had fo lately occupied ; at the fame time laying 
hold of all the things he found on the chair^ never 
doubting that they were his own clothes. As the^ 
lady was fomewhat dilatory in opening the door, Paf- 
qual pretended to put his foot to it, when up it flew, 
and entering with the officer and his guard, demand* 
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ed the body of a Capuchin friar, who they were 
informed lodged with her that night. The lady had 
heard Pafqual go out, and having no fufpicion that 
he would inform againft himfelf, Ihe proteftted her 
innocence in the moft folemn manner, taking all the 
faints to witnefs that fhe knew no fuch perfon: but 
Pafqual fufpefting the retreat of the * lover, began 
groping below the bed, , and foon pulled out his own 
greafy cowl and cloak ; — " Here (faid he to the 
*' officer) —here are proofs enough: — ^1*11 anfwer for 
" it, Signar Padre himfelf is at no great diftance."— 7- 
And putting his nofe below the bed j — ^' Fogh (fays 
" he) I fmell him ; — he ftinks like a fox. The fureft 
*' method of finding a Capuchin, is by the nofe; 
" you may wind him a mile off.'*— Then lowering 
their lanthorn, they beheld the unfortunate lover 
fqueezed in betwixt the bed and the ground, and 
almoft ftifled. — " Ecco lo^ (faid Pafqual) here he is, 
" with all the enfigns of his holinefs;" and pulling 
them out one by one, — the crucifix, the rofary, and 
the cord of difcipline, — ** You may fee (faid he) that 
** the reverend father came here to do penance :"i— • 
and taking up the cord,—" Suppofe now we fliould 
" affift him in this meritorious work. Andiamoj 
^ Signor Padre, — andiamo. — We will fave you the 
** trouble of inflifting it yourfelf; — and whether 
^* you came here to fin, or to repent, by your own 
*' maxims, you know, a little found difcipline is- 
*^ healthful to the foul." — The guard were lying 
round the bed, in convulfions of laughter; and be* 
gan breaking the moft galling and moft infolent 
jokes upon the fuppofed padre. — The lifeguard-man 
thought himfelf enchanted— He at laft ventured to 
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fpeak, and declared they were all in a miftake:-— 
that he w^is no Capuchin^: — upon which the laugh 
redoubled, and the coarfeft jokes were repeated* The 
h^jy in the mean time, with the beft diflembled 
marks of fear and aftonifhment, ran about the rooin> 
exclaiming, " Oime Siamo perduti^ — Siama ineantatiy 
^ — Siarna mfQrceIatL^*--P2,iq\i2l delighted to fee that 
his plan had taken its full eiFed, thought it now time- 
to make his retreat, before the unfortunate lover 
could have an opportunity of examining his clothes, 
and perhaps deteding him : he therefore pretended 
regimental bufmefs, and regretting much that he was 
obliged to join his corps, took leave of the officer 
and his guard ; at the fame time recommaiding by 
all means, to treat the holy father with all that reve^ 
xence and refped that was due to fo faqred a perfon. 

The lifeguard-man, when he got out from below 
the bed, began to look about for his clothes ; but 
obferving nothing but the greafy weeds of a Capu-^ 
chin friar, he was now perfed:ly convinced, that 
Heaven had delivered him over, for his offences, to 
ihQ power of fome daemon ; ,(for of all mortals, the 
Neapolitan foldiers are the moft fuperftitious),— The 
lady too, aOied her part fo well, that he had no 
longer any doubt of it. — " Thus it is (faid. he in a 
*^ penitential voice) to offend heaven 1— I own my 
^ iin.— I knew it was Friday, and yet — O, flefh, 
*^ flefh 1— Had it been any other day, I flill fhould 

*' -have remained what I was. -O, St. Gennaro \ 

^ I pafs'd thee * too without paying the due re* 



• A celebrated ftatue pf St# Januariusi betwixt Portjci 
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** fpeft : ^thy all-feeing eye has found me out, 

** Gentlemen do with me what you pleafe ; — I ani 

*^ not what I feem to be/- " No, no, (faid the 

** officer) we are fenfible of that, — But, come, Sig-. 
** nor Padre, on with your garments, and march ; 
** — we have no time to trifle,— Here, Corporal— 
*^ (giving him the cordon) tie his hands, and let 
^^ him feel the weight of St. Francis. — The faint 
** owes him that, for having fo impudently denied 
** him for his mafter.** — The poor foldier w^s per- 
fe£Hy paffive ; ■ t hey arrayed him in the fandals, 
the cowl, and the cloak of Fra Pafqual^ and put the 
great rofary about his neck; and a moft woeful 
figure he made,— The ofi^cer made him look in the 
glafs, to try if he could recoiled himfelf, and afked 
if he was a Capuchin now or 4iot. -- He ^as Ihocked 
at his own appearance } but bore everything with 
meeknefs and refignation. They then conduced him 
to the guard, belabouring him all the way with the 
cor^d of St. Francis, and alking him every ftroke, if 
he knew his matter now ? 

^ In the mean time, Pafqual was fnug in his con- 
vent, enjoying the fweets of his adventure. He had 
a fpare cloak and cowl, and was foon. equipped again 
like one of the holy fathers.: he then took the clothes 
and accoutrements of the lifeguard-man, and laid 
them in a heap, near the gate of another convent of 
Capuchins, but at a great diftance from his own, 
referving only to himfelf a trifle of money which he 
found in the breeches' pocket, juft to indemnify him 
for the lofs of his cloak and his cowl ; and even this, he 
feys, he Ihould have held facred, but he knew whoever 
Should find the clothes, would mc^ke lawful prize of it. 

The 
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The poor fbldier remained next day a fpeflacle of 
fidicule to ali the world; at laft his companions 
beard of his ftrange metamorphofis, and came in 
troops to fee him: their jokes were perhaps ftiU 
more galling than thofe of the guard, but as he 
thought himfelf under the finger of God, or at lead 
of St. Januarius, he bore all with nieeknefs and pa* 
tience j at laft his clothes were found, and he was 
fet at liberty; but he believes to this day, that the 
whole was the work of the devil, fent to chaftife him 
.for his fins ; and. has never fince feen his miftrefs on 
a Friday, nor pafled the ftatue of St. Januarius with- 
out muttering a prayer. Fra Pafqual hks told the 
ftory to feveral of his moft intimate friends, whom he 
can depend on, amongft whom is the Abbe T-t-i^ who 
has often had it from his own mouth. 

I beg pardon for this long ftory ; bad I fufpefted 
that it would have run out to half this length, I affure 
you, I fliould Hot have troubled you with it. Perhaps, 
however, you will think this apology precifely the moft 
iinneceffary„ and moft impertinent part of it all.— ^ 
This is often the fate of apologies, particularly for 
long letters ; Firft, becaufe it always makes them 
longer; — Secondly,— Hey-day I where are we going 
BOW ?— To return then to our fubjeft. We had no 
fooner left the Capuchin convent, than our carriage 
^broke down, long before we reached the city : alid 
as walking (at Palenno as well as Naples) is of all 
things the moft difgraceful, we rifked by this unfor- 
tunate accident to have our characters blafted for 
ever. However, Philip, our Siciliaii fervant, took 
care to make fuch a noife about it, that our dignity 
did not much f^Ser» He kept a little diftance before 

i^s. 
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tts, pefting and blaftmg all the way 2t thdr curfod 
crazy csurriages; — ^and fweariiig that there never was 
any thing in the world lb infamous : that in a city- 
like Palermo^ the capital of all Sicily, Signori of our 
rank and dignity (hould be obliged to walk on foot; 
that it muft be an eternal refleftion againft the place, 
—and bawled put to every perfon he met, if there 
was no coaches to be had ; no carriages of any kind, 
either for bve or money. In (hort, we had not g<jt 
half through the ftreet, before we had feveral offers 
from gentlemen of our acquaintance, who' lamented 
exceedingly the indignity we had fuflfered, and won* 
dered much, that we did not rather fend forward a 
fervant for another coach, and wait (in the heat of 
the fun) till it arrived. 

This is not the only time that Philip's wits liav^ 
been of fervice to us on fuch occafions. A few night* 
ago, we had a difpute with our coachman, turned 
him off, and had not provided another. We were 
unfortunately engaged to go to the great converfa- 
tion. What was to be done ? - No fuch thing as walk* 
ing. — Should we be caught in the fadt, we are diC- 
graced for ever. — It would be worfe thin to be caught 
in that of adultery.— No alternative, however. There 
was not a coach to be had, and our old coachman 
:^iWould not ferve us for one night only. — Philip made 
^»d wryj^ces, and fwore the coachman ought to be 
crucified' j-r^t)ut when he faw us bent on walking, he 
was' ftill^bre diftreffed ; and I really believe, if we 
had been difcovered, that he would not have ferved 
us any longer. He therefore fet his wits to wbrk, 
how he Ihould preferve both his matter's honour and 
his own place. He at firft hefitated, before he would 

' take 
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take up the flambeau ; but he would by no liieaitt 
be prevailed on to h'ght it,— " What, (faid Philip) do 
•* do you think I have no more regard for you, than 
^ to expofe you to the eyes of the whole world ? No, 
•* no. Gentlemen ; if you will bring yourfelves to 
^ difgrace, you fhall not at leaft make me the agent 
•* of Ihewing it : but remember, if you ar6 obferved 
•* walking, no mortal will believe you keep a coach j 
•' and do you expect after that to be received into 
^ conlpany ?"— " Well, well, Philip, do as you 
•^ pleaTe, but we muft go to the converfation*"— 
Philip fhrugged up his Ihoulders, — " Didbolo—che 
*^ faremo ! Andiamo dunque Signori — andiamo^^ — So 
laying, he led the way, and we followed. 

Philip had ftudied the geography of the town ; he 
conduced us through lanes only known to himfelf, 
and carefully avoided the great .ftreet j till* at laft we 
arrived at a little entry, which leads to the converfa- 
tion rooms;" here the carriages ufually ftop. We 
flipped up the entry in the dark ; when Philip, dart- 
ing into a fhop, lighted his -flambeau in an inftant 
and came rufhing before us, bawling out, — ^^ Piazza 
*^ per gli Signori forrejiieri ;'* — when all the world 
immediately made way for us, — After we had got 
into the rooms, he called fo loud after us, alking at 
what time he fhotild order the coach to return ; that, 
overcome partly by rifibility, and partly by a con- 
fcioufnefs of ,the deceit, not one of us had power to 
smfwer him, Philip, however, followed us, and 
repeated the queftion fo often, that we were obliged 
to give him a reply, *' a mezzo notte.^^ — At midnight 
he came to tell us that the coach was rpady.— We 
were curious to fee how he would behaye on this 

>cccafion; 
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occafion ; for it was not half fo difficult to get in un- 
obferved, as to get out : however, Philip's genius was 
^quai to both. — As foon as we got into the entry, he 
run to the door, bawling out Antonio, as hard as he 
could roar — No Antonio anfwered ; and unfortu* 
nately, there was a number of gentlemen and ladies 
going away at the fame time. . They begged of us, as 
ftrangers, to ftep ftrft into our carriage, and abfolute- 
ly refufed to go out before us. Philip was fadly puz- 
zled. — ^He firft ran up the . ftreet, then he ran down^ 
and came back all out of breath, curling Antonio. 
** That rafcal (faid he) is never in the way, and you 
'^ muft turn him off. — He pretends that he could 
" not get up his coach to the door, for the great 
" crowd of carriages, and is waiting about fifty yaids 
** belo^y. — Voftri Eccellenzi had better ftep down 
*^ (faid Philip) otherwife you will be obliged to wait 
" here at leaft half an hour.** — We took leave of 
the company, and fet off. — ^Philip ran like a lamp- 
lighter, till be had almoft paffed the carriages, when 
dafhing his flambeau on the ground, as if by accil 
dent, he extinguifhed it, and getting into a narrow 
lane, he waited till we came up ; when he whifpered 
us to follow him, — and conduced us back, by the 
fame labyrinth we had come ; and thus faved us from 
eternal infamy. — However, he affures us, he will not 
venture it again for his place. ' 

Now, what do you think of a nation where fuch 
prejudices as thefe prevail ? — It is pretty much the 
cafe all over Italy. — An Italian nobleman is aftiamed 
of ilothing fo much as making ufe of his legs.—- They 
think their dignity augments by the repofe of their 
members j and that no man can be truly refpeftable, 

that 
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' that does not' loll away one half of his time on a tohf 
or in a carriage. — In Ihort, a man is obliged to be in- 
dolent and eflfeminate, not to be defpifed and ridicu.- 
lous.— What can we expefl: of fuch a people ? — Can- 
they be capable of any thing great or manly, who 
feem almofl: aihamed to appear men ! — I own, it fur- 
pajQTes my comprehenfion ; and I blefs my ftars every 
time that I think of honeft John. Bull, even with all 
his faults, — Will you believe me, that, of all that I 
have known in Italy, there are fcarce half a' dozen 
that have had fortitude enough to* fubdue this moft 
contemptible of all human prejudices? — The Prince 
of Campo Franco too in this place, is above it. He is 
a noble fellow, and both in his perfon and charaSer, 
greatly refembles our late worthy friend. General 
Craufurd. He is a major-general too, and always 
dreifles in his uniform, which ftill increafes the refem- 
blance. Every time I fee him, he fays or does fome- 
thing that recalls ftrongly to my mind the idea of our 
noble general. — He laughs at the follies of his coun- 
try, and holds thefe wretched prejudices in that con- 
tempt they deferve,—" What would the old hardy 
•' Romans think (faid he, talking on this fubjeft) 
** were they permitted to take a view of the occupa- 
<• tions of their progeny ? — ^I (hould like to fee a Bru- 
** tus or a Caffius amongft us for a little ; — how the 
*^ clumfy vulgar fellows would be hooted.~I dare 
<• fay they would foon be glad to return to the fliades 
" again." 

Adieu ;— for fome nights paft we have been obfer- 
vjng the courfe of a comet j and as we were the firft 
people here that took notice of it, I affure you, we 
are looked upon as very profound aftronomers. I 

fhall 
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fliall fay more of it next letter,— We have now got 
out of our abominable inn, and have taken a final 
leave of our French landlady. The count Bufhemi, a 
Very amiable young man, has been kind enough to 
provide us a lodging on the fea fliore j one of the 
cooleft and mod agreeable in Palermo. 

Ever yours, &c. 



LETTER XXVI. 

Palermo, July ?d. 
I^UR comet is now gone ; we firft obferved it on 
the 24th. It had no tail, but was furrounded 
with a faintifli ill defined light, that made it look like 
a bright ftar fhining through a thin cloud.- This, in 
all probability, is owing to an atmofphere, around the 
body of the comet, that caufes a refradion of the rays, 
and prevents them from reaching us with that diftin£t- 
nefs we obferve in bodies that have no atmofphere.— 
We were ftill the. more perfuaded of this two nights 
ago, when we had the good fortune to catch the comet, 
juft pafling clpfe by a fmall' fixed ftar, whofe light 
was not only confiderably dimmMj> but we thought 
we obferved a fenfible change of place in the ftar, as 
foon as its rays fell into the atmofphere of the comet 9 
owing no doubt to the refradion in paffing through 
that atmofphere. — We attempted to trace the line of 
the comet's courfe, but as we could find no globe, it 
was not poffible to do it with any degree of precifion. 
—Its direftion was almoft due north, and its velocity 
altogether amazing. — ^We did not obferve it fo mi- 
nutely the two or three firft nights of its appearance, 
but on the 30th it was at our zenith here, (latitude * 
. T ^ 38* 
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38° 10'; longitude from Lond, 13°) abotit five mi--- 
nutes after midnight, and laft night, the firft of July, it 
paffed four degrees to the eaft of the polar ftar, near- 
ly at 40 minutes after eight. So that, in lefs than 24 
hours, it has defcribed a gr^at arch ,in the heavens, 
upwards of 50 degrees ; which gives ajn idea* of the 
moft amazing velocity* Suppofing it at the diflance 
of the fun, at this rate of travelling, it would go 
round the earth's orbit in lefs than a week. Which 
makes, I think, confiderably more than fixty millions 
of miles in a day j a motion that vaftly furpaffes all 
human comprehenfion. i\nd as this motion conti- 
nues to be greatly accelerated, what mufl it be, when 
the comet approaches ftill nearer to the body, of the 
fun ! Laft night a change of place was obfervable in 
the fpace of a few minutes, particularly when it paff- 
ed near any of the fixed ftars. We attempted to 
find if it had any obfervable parallax, but the vaft ra^ 
pidity of its motion always prevented us '^ for what* 
ever fixed ftars it was near m the horizon, it had got 
fo far to the north of them, long before it reached 
the meridian, that the parallax, if there was any, 
entirely efcaped us.. 

I (hall Idng much (p fee the obfervations that have 
been made with you, and in other diftant countries, 
on this comet ; as from thefe, we fiiall probably be 
enabled to form fome judgment of its 4iftanee from 
the earth : which although we could ol)ferve no paral- 
lax, I am apt' to believe was not very great,'as its mo* 
tion was fo very perceptibfe. — We could procure no 
inftruments to meafure its apparent diftancefrom any 
of the fixed ftars, fo that the only two obfervations any 
thing can be made oT, are the time of its paffiag Ae 
polar ftar laft night, its diftance from it, and the time of 

its 
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its arrival at our zenith on the 30th •; this we found 
\>j applying the eye to a ftraight rod, hung perpen- 
dicularly from a fmall thread. The comet was not^in 
the exaft point of the zenith, but to the beft of our 
obfervation, about fix or feven minutes to the north 
of it. Laft night it was vifible almoft immediately after 
fun-fet ; long before any of the fixed ftars appeared. 
It is now immerfed in the rays of the fun, and has cer- 
tainly got very near his body. If it returns again to the 
regions of, fpace, it will probably be vifible in a few 
days, but Town 1 fliould much doubt of any fuch re- 
turn, if it is really by the attradive force of the fun, 
that ijf is at prefent carried with fuch amazing celerity 
towards him. This is the third comet of this kind> 
whofe return \ have liad an opportunity of watching j 
but never was fortunate enough to find any of them* 
after they had paffed the fun; though thofe that 
do really return, appear at that time much more 
luminous than before they approached him. 

The aftronomy of comets, from what I can remem- 
ber of it, appears to be clogged with very great diffi- 
culties, and even fome feemmg abfurdities. It is diffi- 
cult to conceive, that thefe immenfe bodies, after be* 
^ng drawn to the fun with the velocity of a million 
of miles in an hour ; when they have at laft come al- 
moft to touch him, ftiould then fly off from his body, 
with the fame velocity they approach it ; and* that 
too, by the power of this very mption that his. attrac* 
tion has occafioned. — The demonftration of this I re- 
member is very curious and ingenious ; but \ wiih it 
may be entirely free from fophiftry. No doubt, in 
bodies moving in curves round a fixed center, as* the 
centripetal motion increafes, the centrifugal one in- • 
creafes likewife j— but how this motion, • which 

T2 is 
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-is only generated by the former ihould at laft 
get the better of the power that produces it j 
and that too, at the very time this power has 
acquired its utmoft force and energy; feems fomewhat 
difficult to conceive. It is the only inftanee I know, 
wherein the effeft increafing regularly with the caufe; 
at laft whilft the caufe is ftill afting with full vigour; 
the eSeSt entirely gets the better of the caufe, and 
Jeaves it in the lurch. For, the body attraded, is at 
laft carried away with infinite velocity from the at- 
tra6ling body. — By what poweris.it carried away? 
— Why, fay our philofophers, by the very power of 
this attraftion, which has now produced a hew power 
fup^rior to itfelf, to wit, the centrifugal force. How- 
ever, perhaps all this may be reconcileable to reafon ; 
far be it from me to prefume attacking fo glorious a 
fyftem as that of attraction. The law that the heaven- 
ly bodies are faid to obferve, in defcribing equal areas 
in equal times, is fuppofed to be demonftrated, and 
by this it would appear, that the centripetal and cen- 
trifugal forces alternately get the maft^ry of one an- 
other. 

However, I cannot help thinking it fomewhat hard 
to conceive, that gravity (hould! always get the better 
of the centrifugal force, at the very time that its adtion 
is the fmalleft, when the comet is at its greateft dif- 
tance from the fun ; and that the centrifugal force 
fhould get the better of gravity, at the very time that 
its a£tion is the greateft, when the comet is at its near- 
eft point to the fun. 

To a common obferver it would rather appear, 
that the fun, like an eledric body, after it had once 
charged the objects that it attracted with its own efflu- 

via 
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Via or atmofphere, by degrees lofes its attraftion, and 
at laft even repels them ; and, that the attraftin^ 
power, like what we likewife obferve in eleftricity, 
does not return again till the effluvia imbibed from 
the attracting body is difpelled or diflipated ; when it 
is again attrafted, and fo on alternately. For it appears 
(at leaft to an unphilofophical obferver) fomewhat 
repugnant to reafon to fay that a body flying off from 
another body fome thoufands of miles in a minute^ 
(hould all the time be violently attraded by that 
body, and that it is even by virtue of this very at* 
traOion that it is flying off from it. — He would 
probably afk, What more could it do, pray, were 
it really to be repelled ? 

Had ^the fyfl:em of eleftricity, and of repulfion as 
well as attraction, been known and eftablilhed in 
the laft age, I have little doubt that the profound 
genius of Newton would have called it to his aid ; 
and perhaps accounted in a more fatisfaftory manner, 
for many of the great phsenomena of the heavens. 
To the beft of my remembrance, we know of no 
body that poflefles, in any confiderable degree, the 
power of attraction, t^at in certain circumftances 
does not likeyirife poflefs the power of repulfion.— 
The magnet, the tourmalin, amber, glafs, and every 
electrical fubftance.— Now, from analogy, as we find 
the fun fo powerfully endowed with attraction, why 
may we not likewife fuppofe bim to be poflefled of 
repulfion ? ,Indeed, this yery power feems to be con- 
fefled by the Newtonians to Kefide in the fun in a 
moft wonderful degree ; fcr they aflure us he repels 
the rays of light with fuch amazing force, that 
they fly upwards of 80 millions of miles in fevea 

T 3 - . minutes. 
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miniites. Now why ftiould we confine this repulfion 
to the rays of light only?— As they are material, 
may not other matter brought near his body, be^ 
aflFefted in the fame manner ? Indeed one would ima- 
• gine, that their motion alone would create the moft 
violent repulfion; and that the force with which 
they are perpetually flowing from the fun, would 
moft efFeftually prevent every other body from ap- 
proaching him ; for this we find is the conftant 
effeft of a rapid ftream of any other matter. — But 
let us examine a little more his effefts on comets. 
The tails of thefe bodies, are probably their atmof- 
pheres rendered highly eleftrical, either from the 
violence of their motion, or from their proxinjty to 
the fun, — Of all the bodies we know,^ there is none 
in fo conftant and fo violent an eleftrical ftate, as 
the 'higher regions of our own atmpfphere. Of this 
I have long been convinced ; for, fend up a kite 
with a fmall wire about its ftring, only to the height 
of 12 or 1300 feet, and at all times it will produce 
fire, as I have found by frequent experience ;' fome- 
times when the air was perfedtly clear, without a cloud 
in the hemifphere ; at other times, when it was thick 
and hazy, and totally unfit for eleftrical operations be- 
low. • Now as this is the cafe at fo fmall a height, and 
as we find the efFefl: ftill grows ftronger, in proportion 
as the kite advances, (for I have fometimes obferved, 
that a little blaft of wind, fuddenly raifing the kite 
about -a hundredf feet, has mote than doubled the 
efFefl:) what muft it be in yery great elevations? — ; 
Indeed we may often judge of it from the violence 
with which the clouds are agitated, from the meteors 
formed above the region of the clouds, and particu- 
larly 
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larly from the autora borealis, which has been ob- 
ferved to have much the fame colour and appearance 
as the matter that forms the tails of comets. - 

Now what muft bje the efFefl: of fo vaft a body as 
our atmoTphere, made ftrongly eleQrical, when it 
happens to approach any other body ? — It muft always 
be either violently attrafted or repelled, according. to 
the pofitive or negative quality (in the language of 
-eleftricians) of the body that it approaches. 

It has ever been obferved that the tails of cometa . 
(juft as we fhould expeft, from a very light fluid 
body, attached to a folid heavy one) are drawn after 
the comets, as long as they are at a diftance from- the 
4hn ; but as foon as the comet gets near his body the 
tail veers about to that fide of the comet that is in 
the oppofite direSion from the fun, and- no longer 
follows the -comet, but continues ks motion fidewaysi^ 
oppofing^ its whole length to the medium through 
which it paffes, rather than allow it in any degree 
lo approach the fun. Indeed, its tendency to follow 
the body of the comet is ftill obfervable, were it not 
prevented by fome force fuperior to that tendency ; for 
the tail is always obferved to bend a little to that 
fide from whence the comet is flying. This perhaps 
is fome proof too, that.it does not move in an abfoi- 
lute vacuum. , 

When the comet rea^ches its perihelion, the tail 
is generally very much lengthened, perhaps by the 
rarefaftion from the heat ; — perhaps by the increafe 
of the fun's repulfion, or that of his atmofphere. It 
fl:ill continues projefted, exaSly in the oppofite di- 
Teftion from the fun ; and when the comet moves off 
5^gaiti to the regions of fpace, the tail, inftead of fol. 

T 4 lowing 
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lowing It, as it did on its approach, is projefled a vart: 
way before it, and ftili keeps the body of the comet 
exaSly oppofed betwixt it and the fun ; till' by de- 
grees, as the diftance increafes, the length of the 
tail is diminilhed j the repulfion probably becoming 
weaker and weaker. 

It has likewife been obferved, that the length of 
thefe tails are commonly in proportion to the proxi- 
mity of the comet to the fun. That of '. 680 threw out 
a train that \vould almoft_have reached from the fun 
to the earth. If this had been attradl:ed by the fun, 
would it not have fallen jipbn his body ? when the 
coqiet at that time was not one-fourth of his diameter 
diftant from him ; but inftead of this, it was darted 
away to the oppoflte fide of the heavens, even with 
a greater velocity than that of the comet itfelf — ^Now 
. what can this be o\«png to, if not to a repulfive power 
in the fun, or his atmofpher? ? 

And, indeed, it would at firft appear but little 
lefsabfurd, to fay that the tail of the comet is all 
this time violently attracted by the fun, although it 
be driven away in an oppofite direftion from him, 
than to fay the fame of the comet itfelf. It is true, 
this repulfion feems to begin much fooner to afFeft the 
tail, tha^ the body of the comet ; which is fuppofed 
always to pafs the fun before it begins to fly away 
from him, which is by no means the cafe with the 
iail. The repulfive force, therefore, (if there is any 
fuch) is in a much lefs proportion than the attradive 
one, and probably juft only enough to counterbalance 
the latter, when thefe bodies are in their perihelion^, 
and to turn them fo much afide,.as to prevent their 
falling into the body of the fun. The projedile force 

they^ 
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they have acquired will then carry them out to the 
heavens, and repulfion probably diminifliing as they 
recede from the fun*s> atmofphere, his attraftion will 
again take place and retard their motion regularly, 
till they arrive at their aphelia, when they once more 
begin to return to him. 

I don't know how you will like all this : — Our 
comet has led me a dance I very little thought of; 
and 1 belifeve I fliould have done better to fend it 
at once into the fun, and had dqjie within it : and, 
that, indeed, I am apt to believe, will be its fate. 
For as this domet has no tail, there is, of confequence, 
no apparent repulfion/ If it; was repelled, its atmof- 
ph^re like the others, would be driven away in the . 
oppofite direftion from the fun ; I therefore do not 
fee any poffible method it has of efcaping. 

Thefe comets are certainly bodies of a very dif- 
ferent nature from thofe with tails, to which indeed 
they appear eyen to bear a much lefs refemblance 
than they do to planets : and it is no fmall proof of 
the little progrefs we have made in the knowledge of 
the univerfe, that they have not as yet been diftin- 
guifhed by a different name. 

This is the third kind of body that has been dif- 
covered in our fyftem., that all appear effentially dif- 
ferent from each other, that are probably regulated 
by different laws, and intended for very different pur- 
pofes. — How much will poflerity be aftonifhed at 
our ignorance, and wonder that this fyflem fhould 
have exifled for fo many thoufand years, before we 
, were in the leaft acquainted with one half of it, or 
had even invented names to diflinguifh its different 
members! 

I have 
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1 have no doubt, that in future ages, the ntimber 
cvf the comets, the form of then- orbits, and time of 
their revolutions, will be as clearly demonftrated as 
thgft of the planets. It is our countryman. Dr. Hal- 
ley, who has begun this great woric, which may be 
confidered juft now as in its earlieft infancy* — Thefe 
bodies, too, with thick atmofpheres, but ;without tarls, 
will likewife have their proper places afcertained, 
and will no longer, be confounded with bodies to 
which they bear no refemblance or connexion. 

Comets with tails have feldom been vifible, but 
<m their recefs from the fun. It is he that kindles 
them up, and gives them that alarming appearance 
in the heavens. — On the contrary, thofe without tails 
have feldom, perhaps never, been obferved but on 
their approach to him. I don^t recolleft any whofe 
return has been tolerably well afcertained. I re- 
member, indeed, a few years ago, a fmall one, that 
was^ faid to have, been difcovered by a telefcppe, after 
it had paffed the fun, but never more became vifible 
to the naked eye. This affertion is eafily made, and 
nobody can contradifl: it ; but it does not at all ajv 
pear probable, that it fhould have been fo much lefs 
luminous after it had paffed the fun, th^n before it ap- 
proached him ; and 1 will own to you, when I have 
lieard that the return of thefe comets had efcaped the 
eyes of the moft acute aftronomers, I have been terapt- 
•ed to think, that they did not return at all, but were 
.;abforbed in the body of the fun, which their violent 
^notion towards him feemed to indicate. — Indeed, I 
•have often wiftied that this difcovery might be made, 
as it would in fome meafure account for what has as 
yet been looked upon as unaccountable : that the fun, 

notwithftanding 
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notwithllandlng his daily wafte, from enlightening 
the univerfe, never -ippears diminilh^d either in fize. 
or light.— Surely this wafte mufl: be immenfe, and wer^ 
there not in nature fome hidden provifion for fup- ' 
plying it,, in the fpace of fix thoufand years, fup- 
pofing the world to be no older, the planets muft 
have got to a much greater diftance from his body, by 
the vafl; diniinution of his attraftion ; they mufl: likewife 
have moved much flower, and cojifequently the length 
of our year mufl: have been greatly increafed. — ^Nothing 
of all this feems to be the cafe : the diameter of the fun 
is the fame that ever it was : he neither appears dimi- 
niflied, nor our difl:ance from him increafed : his light* 
heat, and attradion feem to be the fame as ever j and 
the motion of the planets round him is performed in 
the fame time ; of confequence, his quantity of matter 
ftill continues the fame, -r-How then is this vafl: wafl:e 
fupplied ?- May there not be millions of bodies at- 
trafted by him, from the boundlefs regions of fpace, 
that are never perceived by us? Comets, on their 
road to him, have feveral times been accidentally dif- 
covered by telefcopes, that were never feen by the na- 
ked eye.-— Indeed, the number of black fpots on the 
fun feem to indicate that there is always a quantity of 
matter there, only in a preparation to give light, but 
not yet refined and pure enough to throw off rays 
like the reft: of his body. For I think we can tiardly . 
conceive, that any matter ca^ remain long on the 
body of the fun without becoming luminous ; and fo 
we find thefe fpots often difappear, that is to fay, the 
matter of which they are conippfed is then perfedly 
melted, and has acquired the fame degree of heat 
and light as the refl; of his body. — ^Even in our 

glafs- 
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glafsboufes, and other vexy hot furnaces, mofl forts of 
matter very foon acquire the fame colour and ap- 
pearance as the matter in ftifion, and emit rays of 
Kght like it. But how much m-ore muft this be the 
cafe at thefurfece of the fun ! when Newton computes^ 
that even at many thoufand miles diftance from it, a 
body would acquire a degree of heat two thoufand 
times greater than that of red hot iron. It has gener 
rally been underftood, that he faid the great comet 
really did acquire this degree of heat; but this is 
certainly a miftake : Sir Ifaac's expreffion, to the beft 
of my remembrance, is, that it might have acquired 
' it* And if we confider the very great fize of that 
body, and the (hort time of its perihelion,' the thing 
vill appear impoflible : nor indeed do I think we can 
COTiceive, that a body only as large as our earth, and 
the fpots on the fun are often much larger, could be 
reduced to fufion, even on his furface, but after a 
▼ery confiderable, fpace of time. 

Now^ as it feems to be univerfally fuppofed, that 
the rays of light are really particles of matter, pro- 
ceeding from the body of the fun, I think it is 
abfolutely neceffary that we fhould fall upon fome 
fucb method of fending him back a fupply of thofe 
rays, otherwife let his ftock be "fever fo great, it ijiuft 
at laft be exhaufted. 

I wifli aftronomers wbuld obferve whether the fpots 
on the fun are not increafed after the app^ring of 
theh comets ; and whether thefe fpots do not difap- 
pear again by degrees, like a body that is gradually 
melted down in a furnace. But there is another con- 
fideration too, which naturally occurs : pray what 
Eecomes of all this vaft quantity of matter after it is 

reducecl 
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teduced to light ? Is it ever coUeded again into folid 
bodies ; or is it for ever loft and diflipated, after it has 
made its journey from the fun to the objed it 
illuminates? It is fomewhat ftrange, that of all that 
immenfe quantity of matter poured down on us dur- 
ing the/ day, that pervades and fills the whole univerfe } 
the moment we are deprived of the luminous body, 
the whole of it^ in an inftant, feems to be annihilated : 
- — in fliort, there are a number of difficulties attending 
the common received dodlrine of light; nor do I 
think there is any pojnt in natural philofophy the 
folution of which is lefs fatisfaftory. If we fuppofe 
every ray to be a ftream of particles of matter, dart- 
ing from the luminous body^ how can we conceive 
that thefe ftreams may be interfered and pierced by 
other ftreams of the fame matter ten thoufand thou- 
fand different ways, without caufing the leaft' confufion 
either to the one or the other ? for in a clear night 
we fee diftinftly any particular ftar that we look at, 
although the rays coming from-that ftar to our eye 
is pierced for millions of miles before it reaches us, 
by millions of ftreams of the fame rays, from every 
other fun and ftar in the univerfe. Now fuppofe, in 
any other matter that we know of, and one would 
imagine there oughts at leaft to be fome fort of ana- 
logy J fuppofe, I fay, we fhould only attempt to make 
two ftreams pafs one another ; water, for inftance, or 
air, one of the pureft and the moft fluid fubftances we 
are acquainted with, we find it totally impoflible.-^ 
The two ftreams. will mutually interrupt and incom- 
mode, one another, and the ftrongeft will ever carry 
off the weakeft into its ovm diredion ; but if a 
flream of light is hit by ten thoufand other ftreams, 

moving 



; 



a85 A TOUR THROUGH 

moving at the rate of ten millions of miles m a 
minute, it is not even bent by the imprefGon, nor 
in the fmalleft degree diverted from its courfe '; but 
reaches us with the fame precifion and regularity, as 
if nothing had interfered with it. Befides, on the 
f jppofition that light is real particles of matter mov- 
ing from the fun to the earth, in the fpace of feven 
minutes, how comes it to pafs, that with all this 
wonderful velocity, there feems to be no momentum ! 
for it commjunicates motion to no body that obftruds 
its paffage, and no body whatever is removed by the 
percuffion. — Suppefing we had never heard of this 
jiifcovery, and were at once to be told of a current 
of matter flying at the rate of ten millions of miles in 
a minute, and fo large as to cover one half of our 
globe, would we not imagine that the earth muft 
inft^ntly be torn to pieces by it, or carried off with 
the moft incredible velocity ! It will be objected, that 
the extreme minutenefs of the particles of light pre- 
vents it .from having any fuch effeft ; — ^but as thefe 
particles are in fuch quantity, and fo clofe to each 
other as to cover the furface of every body that is 
oppofed to th'em, imd entirely to' fill up that vaft 
fpace betwixt the earth and the fun, this; objeflion I 
fiioiild think .in a great meafure falls to the ground. 
The particles of air and of water are Hkewife 
extremely minute, and a fmall quantity of thefe 
wiU produce Ifttle or no effeft, but increafe their 
number, and only give them the millionth part of 
the velocity that is afcribed to a ray of light, and no 
force whatever could be able to withfland them. 

Adieu. — I have unwarily run myfelf into the very 
deeps of philofophy; and find it rather difficult to 
8 ' ftruggle , 
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ftruggle out again* — I .a(k your pardon, and promife, 
if poffible, for the future, to fteer quite cl^ar of them^ 
—I am fure, whatever this comet may be to the 
univerfe, it has been an ignis fatuus to me j for it has 
led me ftrangely out of my road, and bewildered me 
amongfl rocks and quickfands,, where I was like to 
ftick fifty times* 

I have forgot whether or not you are a rigid New- 
tonian ; if you are, I believe I had better recant ia 
time, for fear of accidents. I know this is a very 
tender pcrint ; and have feen many of thofe; gentle- 
men, who are good Chriftians too,, that can bear 
with much more temper to hear the divinity of our 
Saviour called in queftion, than that of Sir Ifaac ; 
and look on a Cartefian or a Ptoloi&ean, as a worfe 
fyecies of infidel than an atheift- 

I remember,, when I was at college, to have feeit 
a heretic to their dodrine of gravity, very fuddenly 
converted by being toffed in a blanket ; and ai^other, 
who denied the law of centripetal and centrifugal 
forces, ftx)n brought to aflfent, frgm having the de- 
mbnftration made upon his fhoulders, by a ftone 
whirled at the end of a firing. 

Thefe are powerful arguments, and it is difficult 
to withftand them. — I cry you mercy. — I a,m without 
reach of you at prefent, and you are heartily wel- 
come to wreck your vengeance on my letter* 
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LETTER XXVII. 

Palermo, July 6th. 
TLTANY of the churches here are extremely rich 
and magnificent. The cathedral (or, as they 
call it, Madre Chiefd) is a venerable Gothic building, 
and of a large fize ; it is fupported within by eighty 
columns of Oriental granite, and divided into a great 
number of chapels, foine of which are extremely rich, 
particjularly that of St. Rofolia, the patronefs of Pa- 
krmo, who is held in greater veneration here^ than 
all the perfons of the Trinity; and, which is ftill 
much more, than even the Virgin Mary herfelf. The 
felics of the faint are preferved in a large box of 
filver, xurioufly wrought^ and enriched with precious 
ftories* They perform many miracles, and are looked 
upon as the greateft treafure of the city. They are 
efteemed a moft efFeftual- remedy agaifaft the plague, 
and have often preferved them from that fatal diftem- 
per. The faint gained fo much credit, in faving 
them from the lad plague of Meffina, although it 
was at two hundred miles diftance, that they have, 
out of gratitude, ereded a noble monument to her. 
—St. Agatha did as much for Catania, but that city 
has not been fo generous to her. — The other riches 
of this church confift principally in fome bones of 
St. Peter, and a whole arm of St. John the Baptift*— 
There is likewife a jaw-bone of prodigious efficacy ; 
and fome other bones of leffer note.— It contains 
' fome things qf fmaller confequence, which, however,^ 

are 
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ar^ not altogether without their merit. The vmonu* 
ments of thejr Norman kings, feveral of ' whom lie 
buried here, are of the fineft porphiry, fome of them 
near feven hundred years old, and yet of very 
tolerable workmanfhip* Oppofite to thefe, there is^ 
a tabernacle of lapis laaiuli. It is about fifteen feet 
high, and finely ornamented. Some of the prefent$ 
made to St. Rofolia, are by no means contemptible. 
A crofs of very large brilliants, from the king of 
Spain, is, I think, the moft confideraW^. 

1 he Sachriftie too is very rich : There are fome 
robes. embroidered with Oriental pearl,, that are near 
four hundred years old, and yet look as frefh as if 
done yefterday-. 

The Jefuits church is equal in magnificence to any 
thing I have ,feen in Italy. — The genius of thofe fa- 
thers appears ftrong in all their works ; one is never 
at a lofs to find them out. They have been grofsly 
calumniated; for they certainly had lefs hypocrify 
than any other order of monks. 

• The Chiefa del Pallazzo is entirely encrufled over 
with ancient mofaic ; and the vaulted roof too is all 
of the fame. — But it is .endlefs to talk of churches. 
Here are upwards of three hundred. — That of Mon- 
reale, about five miles diftant' from this city, is the 
next in dignity in the ifland, after the cathedral of 
Palermo. It is nearly of the fame fize, and the 
whole is encrufled with mofaic, at an incredible ex- 
pence. H^te are like wife feveral porphiry and marble 
monuments of the firll kings of Sicily. This cathe* 
dral was built by King William the Good, whofe 
memory is ftill held in great veneration amongftthe 
Sicilians. , 

U The 
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The archbifhop of Monreale, is already looked 
upon as a faint, and indeed he deferves beatification 
belter, I believe, than moft of thofe in the calendar. 
His income is very great, of which he referves to 
himfelf jufl as much as procures him clothes, and the 
fimpleft kind of food ; all the reft he devotes to cha- 
ritable, pious, and public ufes. He even feems to 
carry this too far, and denies himfelf the moft com- 
mon gratifications of life. Such as fleeping on a 
bed ; a piece of luxury he is faid never to indulge 
himfelf in, but lies every night on ftraw.— He is, as 
you may believe, adored by the people, who crowd 
in his way as he pafles, to receive his benediction j 
which they allege is even of rnore fovereign efficacy 
than that of the pope. And indeed fo it is, for he 
never fees an objeft in diftrefs, but he is fure to re- 
lieve him; not trufting alone to the.fpiritual efficacy 
of the bleffing, but always accompanying, it with 
fomething folid and temporal : and perhaps this ac- 
companiment is not efteemed the worft part of it. 
The town and country round Monreale are greatly 
indebted to his liberality ; and in every corner exhi- 
bit marks of his munificence. He has juft now made 
a prefent to the cathedral of a magnificent altar ; 
only about one half of which is finifhed. It is of 
maffive filver, exquifitely wrought, reprefenting m 
high relief, fome of the principal ftories in the Bible, 
and, I think, will be one of the fineft in the world* 
, — But what is of much greater utility, he has at his 
pwn expence made a noble walk the whole way from 
this city to Monreale, which was formerly of very diffi- 
cult accefs, as it (lands near the top of a pretty high 
mountain. The walk is cut y^ith a great deal of judg- 
ment on the fide of this pJOuntam, and winds by eafy 
^ * . * zig-zags 
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2ig-2ags to the top of it. It is adorned with feveral ele- 
gant fountains of water," and is bordered on each fide 
with a variety of flowering fhrubs. — The valley at the 
foot of the mountain is rich and beautiful. It appears one' 
continued orange garden for mafty miles, and exhibits 
an elegant piece of fcenery ; perfuming the air at the 
fame time with the moft delicious odours. — We were 
fo pleafed with this little expedition, that notwithftaur 
ding the heat of the feafon, we could not keep in our 
carriage, but walked almoft the whole of iu 

The city of Palermo for thefe ten days paft has 
been wholly occupied in preparing for the great feaft 
of St. Rofolia. And if the fhow is in any degree 
adequate to the expence and trouble it cofts them, it 
muft indeed be a very noble one. They are ere&ing 
an incredible number of arches and pyramids for the 
illuminations. They are of wood ; painted, and ador- 
ned with artifical flowers. Thefe, they tell us, are to 
be entirely, covered over with fmall lamps; fo that 
when feen at a little difliance, they appear like fo many 
pyramids and arches of flame. The whole Marino, 
and the twa great ilreets that divide .the city, are to 
be illuminated in this magnificent manner. The nu;n* 
ber of pyramids and arches prepared for thefe illumi- 
nations, we are told, exceeds two thoufand. They 
are erefted on each fide of the ft:reet, betwixt the 
foot path and the pavement, and run in two right 
lines exa£Hy parallel from end to end. Each of thefe 
lines is a mile in length, which makes four miles for 
the whole. The four^ gates are the viftas to thefe 
four ftreets, and are to be.higWy decorated and illu- 
minated. From the Iquare in the centre of the city, 
the whole of this vaft illumination can -be feen at- 

U 2 once J 
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once ; and they affure us the grandeur of it exceeds 
all belief. — The whole of the Marino is to be dreffed 
out in the fame manner'; and for thefe three weeks 
paft, they have been employed in erefting two great 
theatres for fireworks. One of thefe fronts the vice- 
roy*5 palace, and is almoft equal to it in fize. The 
other is laid on piles driven in the fea, exaftly op- 
pofite to the great orcbeftra in the centre of the 

Marino. Befides thefe, they are building an 

enormous engine, which they call St. Rofolia*s tri- 
umphal car. From the fize of it, one would imagine 
it were for ever to remain in the fpot where it* is 
erefted ; but they affure us, it is to be drawn in tri. 
- umph through the city.^ It i§ indeed mOomted upon 
wheels, but it does not appear that any force what- 
ever can be able to turn them. 

I own my curiofity increafes every day to fee the 
fingular exhibition. The car is already higher than 
moil hopfes in Palermo, and they are fliU adding 
to its height. But the part of the fliow they value 
themfelves the moft on, is the illumination of the 
great church ; this they affirm is fuperior to any thing 
in the world ; the illumination of St. Peter^s itfelf not 
excepted. The preparations for it, are indeed ama- 
zing. Thefe were begun about a month ago, and 
will not be finifhed till towards the lafl: days of the 
feaft. The whole of the cathedral, both roof and 
walls, is entirely covered over .with mirrour, intennix- 
ed with gold and filver paper, and an infinite variety 
of artificial flowers. All thefe are arranged and dif- 
pofed, in my opinion^ with great tafte and elegance ; 
none of them predominate, but they are intermingled 
every whtre in a juft proportion. 

Every 
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Every altar, chapel, and column are finiflied in 
the fame manner, ^^hich takes off' from the Uttlenefs 
of the particular ornaments, and gives an air of 
grandeur and uniformity to the whole. The roof is 
hung with innumerable luftres filled \vith wax candles, 
and, I am perfuaded, when the whole is lighted up, it 
mud be equal to any palace either in the Fairy Tales 
or the Arabian Nights Entertainment. Indeed it 
feems pretty much in the fame flyle too, for all is 
gold, filver, and precious ftones. The faints are 
dreffed out in all their glory, and the fairy queen her- 
felf was never finer than is St. Rofolla. — The people 
are lying yonder in crowds before her, praying; with 
all their might. — ^I dare fay, for one petition offered 
to God Almighty, fhe hasat lead an hundred. 

We were juit now remarking, with how little re- 
fpefl: they pafs the. chapels dedicated to God; they 
hardly deign to give a little inclination of the head ; 
but when they come near, thbfe of their favourite 
faints, they bow down to the very ground : Ignorance 
and fuperftition have ever been infeparable : — I believe 
in their hearts they think he has already reigned long 
enough ; and would be glad to have a change in the 
government : — and every one of them (like the poor 
Welchman who thought he fliould be fucceeded by 
Sir Watkin Williams) is fully perfuaded, that his own 
favourite' faint is the true heir apparent. Indeed they 
already give them the precedency on moft occafions ; 
not in proceffions and affairs of etiquette ; there they 
think it \vould not be decent ; but in their more pri- 
vate affairs, tjjey generally pay the compliment to the 
faint : —Yet in their infcriptions on churches and 
chapels, (which oiie would think are public enough) 

U 3 when 
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when they are dedicated to God and any particular 
faint, they have often ventured to put the name of 
. the faint firft, — Sanfto Januario, et Deo Opt. Max. 
taking very opportunity of raifing their dignity, 
though at the expence of that of God himfelf. 



LETTER XXVIIL 



Palermo, July 7th. 
T H A V E been inquiring whb this fame St. Rofolia 
may be, who has become fo very capital a per- 
fonage in this part of the world ; but, notwithftanding 
their adoring her with fuch fervency, I have found 
tidne that can give any tolerable account of her faint- 
Ihip. They refer you to the moft fabulous legends, 
that even differ widely in their accounts of her. And? 
after -all the offerings they have made, the churches 
they have built, an^ monuments they have raifed to 
her memory, I think it is far from being improbable, 
that there really never did exift fuch a perfon. I 
tvxnt through all the bookfeller's Ihop^, but could 
find nothing relative to her, except an epic poem, of 
which ihe is the heroine. It is in the Sicilian lan- 
guage ; and is indeed one of the greateft curiofities I 
have met with. The poet fets her at once above all 
other faints except the Virgin, and it feems to be with 
the greatefl relu6tance, that he can prevail upon him- 
felf to yield the pas even to her. I find, from this 
curious compofition, and the notes upon it, that St. 
Rofolia was niece to King William the Good : That 
{he began very early to difplay fymptom$ of her fane- 

tity. 
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tity. That at fifteen flie deferted the world, and dif- 
claimed all human fociety. She retired to the moun- 
tains on the weft of the city ; and was never more, 
heard of f9r about five hundred years. She difap- 
peared in the year 1 1 59. The people thought fh^ 
had been taken up to heaven ; till in the year 16249 
during the time of a drer^dful plague, a holy man 
had a vifion, that the faint's bones were lying in a 
cave near the top of the Monte Pelegrino. That if 
they were taken up with due reverence, and carried 
in proceflion thrice round the walls of the city, they 
fhould immediately be delivered from the plague. 
At firft little attention was paid to the holy man, and 
he was looked upon as little better than a dreamer ; 
however, he prefifted in his ftory, grew noify, anid 
got adherents. The magiftrates, to pacify them, fent 
to the Monte Pelegrino ; when lo the mighty difco. 
very was made! — the facred bones were found,— the 
city was freed from the plague, — and St. Rofolia 
became the greateft faint in the calendar.— Churches 
were reared, altars were dedicated, and minifters ap- 
pointed to this new divinity, whofe dignity and confe- 
quence have ever fince been fupported at an incredi- 
ble expence. Now I think it is more than probable 
that thefe bones, that are now fo much reverenced, 
and about which this great city is at prefent in fuch a 
buftle, belong to fome poor wretch that perhaps was 
murdered, or died for want in the mountains. The 
holy man probably could have giv^n a very good 
account of them. 

It is really aftonifliing to think, what animals fu. 
perftition msdces of mankind.»~I dare fay, the bones 
pf St. Rofolia are juft as little entitled to the honours 

U4 they 
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they rjBceive, as thqfe of poor St.Viar^ which were 
found fomewhere in Spain under a broken tombftone, 
where thefe were the only legible letters. The ftory 
I thiiik, is told by Dr. Middleton. The priefts 
fpui^d that the bones had an excellent knack at 
working miracles, and were of opinion that this, to- 
gether with the S. Fi'^r on. the ftone, was proof fuf- 
ficient of his fandity. He continued long in high 
.eftimation, and they drew no iticonfiderable revenue 
from his abilities ; tilb unfortunately they petitioned 
the pope to grant him fome imrpunities. The popje 
(Leo the Tenth, I think), not entirely fatisfied with 
regard to his faintfliip, defired to be informed of his 
pretenfions. — A lift of his miracles was . fent over, 
accompanied by the ftone with S. Viar upon it. The 
firll part of the proof was fuftained ; but the anti, 
quaries difcoyered the fragment to be part of the 
-tomb-ftone of a (Roman) prafedus viarum^ or over- 
feer of the high roads ; to whofe bones they had 
been fo much indebted ; and poor St. Viar, though , 
probably an honefter man than moft of them, was 
ordered to be ftruck out of the calendar. 
. The people of fafliion here hold the fuperftition of 
the yulgar in great contempt ; and perhaps that very 
fuperftition is one principle caiife of their infidelity. . 
Indeed I have ever found, that deifm is moft preva- 
lent in tbcife countries where the people are the wild- 
eft and moft bigctted.— A refined and cultivated 
underftanding, ftiocked at their folly, thinks it cannot 
poffibly recede too far from it, and is often tempted 
to fly to the very oppofite extreme. — Wh^u reafon is 
much offended by any particular dogma of faith or 
a(^ of worlhip, Ihe is but too ^pt, in the midft of her 

difguft, 
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difguft, to rejeQ: the whole. The great misfortune 
is, that, in thefe countries, the mod violent champions 
for religion are cpmmonly the moft weak and igno- 
rant: — And certainly, one weak advocate in any 
caufe, but more particularly in a myflerious one, that 
requires to be handled with delicacy zwd addrefs, is 
capable of hurting it more, than fifty of its warmed 
opponents* — Silly books, that have been written br 
weak well-meaning men, in defence of religion, I 
am confident have made more infidels than all the 
works of Bolingbroke, Shaftelbury, or even Voltaire 
himfelf: they only want to make people believe 
that there are fome ludicrous things to be faid againft 
it ; but thefe grave plodding blockheads do all they 
can to perfuade us that there is little thing to be faid 
for it — ^The univerfal error of thefe gentry is, that 
they ever attempt to explain, and reconcile to fenfe 
and reafon, thofe very myfteries that the firft princi- 
ples of our religion teach us are incomprehenfible ; 
and of confequence neither olbjefts of fenfe nor 
reafon.-^! once heard an ignorant priefl declare, that 
he did not find the lead difficulty, in conceiving the 
myftery of the Trinity, or that of incarnation ; and 
that he would undertake to make them plain to the 
meaneft capacities. A gentleman prefent told him, 
he had no doubt he could, to all fuch capacities as 
his own. The prieft took it as a compliment, apd 
made him a bow. — Now don*t you think, that a few 
fuch teachers as this, muft hurt religion more by 
their z;eal, thail all its opponents can by their wit ? 
Had thefe heroes ftill kept behind the bulwarks of 
faith and of myftery, their adverfaries never could 
have touched them j but they have been foplifli enough 

to 
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to abanclon thefe ftrong holds, and dared them forth 
to combat on the plain fields of reafon and of fenfe. 
—A fad piece of generalihip indeed : fuch defenders 
muft ever ruin the beft caufe. 

But although the people of education here defpife 
the wild fuperftition of the vulgar, yet they go re- 
gularly to mafs, and attend the ordinances with 
great refped and decency ; and they are much plea- 
fed with us for our conformity to their cuftoms, and 
for not appearing openly to defpife their rites and 
ceremonies. I own, thi§ attention of theirs, i}ot to 
offend weak minds, tends much to give us a favour- 
able opinion both of their hearts and.underftandings. 
They don't make any boafl: of their infidelity ; neither 
do they pefter you with it as in France, where it is 
perpetually buzzed in your ears; and where, al- 
though they pretend to believe lefs, they do in fad 
believe more than any nation on the continent. 
^ I know of nothing that gives one-a worfe opinion 
of a man, than to fee him make a fliow and parade 
of his contempt for things held facred : it is an open 
irifult to the judgment of the public. A countryman 
of ours, about, two years ago, offended egregioufly 
in this article, and the people ftill fpeak of him both 
. with contempt and deteftation. It happened one day, 
in the great church, during the elevation of the hoft, 
when every body elfe were on their knees, that he 
ftill kept ftanding, without any appearance of refpeft 
to the ceremony.' A young nobleman that was near 
-him expreffed his furprife at this. " It is ftrange, 
** Sir, ((aid he) that you who have had the education 
V of a gentleman, and ought to have the fentiments of 
*^ one,ftould chufe tha$togive fovery public offence.*' 

, ^' Why, 
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*' Why, Sir, (faid the EngUfhman^ I don't teKevein 
*^ iranfubftantiation.^' — " Neither do I, Sir, (replied 
** the other) and yet you fee I kneel/' 

Adieu.' I am called away to fee the preparations 
for the feaft. In my next I Ihall probably give you 
fome account of it. 

P. S. I have been watching with great care thejre- 
turn of our comet, but as yet I have difcovered no- 
thing of it : I obferve too. wth a very indifferent 
glafs, feveral large round fpots on the futfs difk, and 
am far from being certain that it is not one of them: 
but I ihall not alarm you any more with this fubjeCL . . 



LETTER XXIX, 



jPalermo, July loth. 
f\ N ; Sunday, the 8th, we had the long expeSed 
Sirocc wind, which, although our expeftations 
had been raifed pretty highnyet I own it greatly ex- 
ceeded them. Ever fmce we came to our new lodgmg, 
the thermometer has flood betwixt 72 and 74 ; at 
our old one, it was often at 79 and 80 j fo great is 
the difference betwixt the heart of the city and the 
fea-ftiore. At prefent, our windows, not only front 
to the North, but the fea is immediately under them, 
from whence we are conftantly refreflied by a de- 
lightful cooling breeze. Friday and Saturday were 
uncommonly cool, the mercury never being higher 
than 72! ; and although the Sirocc is faid, to have 
fet in early on Sunday morning, the air in our apart* 

ment$, 
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ments, which are very hrge, with high ciellngs, was 
not in the lead aifFefled by it at eight o*clock, when 
I rofe. — I opened the door without having any fuf- 
picion of fuch a change; and indeed I never was 
more aftonifhed in my life, — The firft blaft of it on 
my face felt like the burning fteam from the mouth 
of an oven. I drew back my head and fliut the door, 
calling out to FuUarton, that the whole atmofphere 
was in a flame. However, we ventered to open ano- 
ther door that leads, to a cool platform, where we 
ufually walk ; this was not expofed to the wind ; 
and here I found the beat much more fupportable 
than I could have expeflied from the firft fpecimen I 
had of it at the other door. It felt fomewhat like the 
fubterraneou3 fweating ftoves at Naples ; but ftill 
much hotter. — In a few minutes we found every fibre 
greatly relaxed, and the pores opened to fuch a de- 
gree, that we expected foon to be thrown into a 
profufe fweat. I went to examine the thermometer, 
and found the air in the room as yet fo little affefted, 
thc^t it ftood only ai y^. The proceeding night it 
was at 72$. I took it out to the open air, when it 
immediately rofe to 110, and foon after to 112; and 
I am confident, that in our old lodgings, or any 
where within the city, it muft have i-ifen feveral de- 
grees higher. The air was thick and heavy, but the 
barometer was little affeded ; it had fallen only about 
a line. The fun did not once appear the whole day, 
otherwife I am perfuaded the heat muft have been in^ 
fupportable ; on that fide of our platform which is 
expofed to the wind, it was with difficulty we could 
bear it for a few minutes. Here I expofed a little 
pomatum which was melted down, as if I had laid 

9 ^^ 
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k before the fire. I attempted to take a walk in the 
ftreet, to fee if any creature was -ftirring, but I found 
it too much for me> and was glad to get up flairs 
again. 

This extraordinary heat continued till 3 o'clock in 
the afternoon, when the wind changed at once, v3r 
mod to the oppofite point of the compafs, and all the 
reft of the day it blew .ftrong from the fea. It is im- 
poffible to conceive the diflFerent feeling of the air. In- 
deed, the fudden change from heat to cold is almoft 
as inconceivable as that from cold to heatl The cur- 
rent of this ho. air had been flying for many hours 
from South to North j and I had no doubt, that the 
atmofphere, for many miles round, was entirely com- 
pofed of it ; however, the wind no fooner changed 
to the North, than it felt extremely cold, and we 
were foon obliged to put on our clothes, for till then 
we ha,d been almoft naked. In a fliort time the ther- 
mometer funk to 82, a degree of heat that in Eng- 
land would be thought almoft infupportable, and yet 
all that night we were obliged, merely from the cold, 
to keep up the glaffes of our coach ; fo much were 
the pores opened and the fibres relaxed by thefe few 
hours of the Sirocc. Indeed, I had expofed myfelf 
a good deal to the open air, as I was determined to 
feel what effeft it would produce on the human body. 
At firft I thought it muft have been impoffible to bear 
it ; but I Xoon difcovered my miftake, and found, 
that where I was iheltered from the wind, I could 
walk about without any great inconveniency ; neither 
did it produce that copious fweat I expefted ; it 
occafioned indeed a violent perfpiration, which was 
only attended with a flight moifture on' the fldn ; but 

I fup- 
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I fuppofe,.,if I had put on my clothes, or taken the 
leaft exercife, it foon would have brought it oo* v 
, I own to you my curiofity with regard to the Sirocc 
is now thoroughly fatisfied ; nor do I at all wifti for 
another vifit of it during our ftay in - Sicily. Many 
of our acquaintance who had been promifmg us this 
regah^ a&^ they call it, came crowding about us as 
foon as it was over, to know what we thought of lU 
They own it has been pretty violent for the time it 
lafted ; but affure us they have felt it more fo, and 
likewife of a much longer duration ; however, it 
^ feldom lafts more than thirty-fix or forty hours, fa 
that the walls of the houfes have not time to be 
heated throughout, otherwife they think there could 
be no fuch thing as living ; hdwever, from what I 
felt of it, 1 believe they are miftaken. Indeed, had 
I been fatisfied with the firft blaft, (which is gene- 
rally the cafe with them) and never more ventured 
out in it, I certainly fliould have been of their opi- 
nion. They laughed at us for expofing ourfelves fo 
long to it; arfd were furprifed that our curiofity 
fhould lead us to make experiments at the expence 
of our perfons. They affure us, that during the time 
it lafts, there is not a mortal to be feen without 
doors, but thofe whom neceffity obliges. All their 
doors and windows are (hut; clofe, to prevent the ex- 
ternal air from entering ; and where there are no 
window-fliutters, they hang up wet blankets on the 
infide of the window. The fervants are conftantly 
employed in fprinkling water, through their apart- 
ments, to preferve the air in as temperate a ftate as 
pofiible ; and this is no difScult matter here, as I am 
told there is not a ^houfe in the city that has not a 

fountain 
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fountain within it. By thefe means the people of 
fefliion fufFer very little from the Sirocc, except the 
ftria. confinement to which it obliges them. > 

It is fomewhat fingular, that notwithftanding the 
fcorching heat of this wind, it has never been known 
to produce any epidemical diftempers, nor indeed 
bad confequences of any kind to the health of the 
people. It is true, they feel extremely weak and 
relaxed during the time it blows, but a few hours of 
the Tramontane, or North wind, which generally 
fucceeds. it, foon braces them up, and fets them 
to rights again. Now, in Naples, and in many other 
places in Ijtaly, where its violence is not to be com- 
pai-ed to this, it is often attended with putrid difor- 
ders, and feldom fails to produce almoft a general 
dejeftion of fpirits. It is true, indeed, that there the 
Sirocc lafts for many days; nay, even for weeks; , 
fi) that, as its.effefts are different, it probably pro- 
ceeds likewife from a different caufe. 

I have not been able to procure any good account 
of this very fingular obj^flr in the climate of Palermo. 
The caufes they affign for it are various, though none 
of them, I think, altogether fatisfaftory. 

. I have feen an old fellow here, who has written 
upon it. He fays, it is the fame wind that is fo dread* 
ful in the fandy defarts of Africa, where it fometlmes 
proves niortal in the fpace of half an hour. He 
alleges that it is cooled by its paflfage over the fea, 
which entirely difarms it of thefe tremendous effefts, 
before it reaches Sicily. But if this were true, we 
fhould expeft to find it moft viotent on that fide of 
the ifland that lies nearefl to >Africa, which is not the 
cafe :— ^though, indeed it is poflSble that its heat may 

• be' 
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be again increafed by its pafiage acrofs the iiland ; for 
rt has ever been found much more Violent at Paler- 
mo, which is near the raoft northern point, than any 
where elfe in Sicily.— Indeed, I begin to be, more 
reconciled to this reafon, when I confider that this 
dty is almoft fnrrounded by high mountains, the 
ravines and vallies betwixt whichsare parched up and 
burning hot at this feaibn* Thefe likewife contain 
innumerable fprings of warm water, the dreams of 
which muft tend greatly to increafe the heat, and 
perhaps likewife to foften the air, and difarm it of its 
noxiou$ qualities. It is a praftice too, at this feafon, 
to bum heath and brufhwood on the mountains, which 
muft ftill add to the heat of the air. 

Some gentlemen who were in the country told me, 
that they walked out immediately after the Sirdcc, 
and found the grafs and plants, that had been green 
the day before, were become quite brown, and crack- 
led under their feet as if dried in an oven. 

I fhall add for your amufement, a journal of the 
weather fince we came to Palermo. The barometer 
has continued conftantly within a line or two of the 
fame point, 29I — and the fey has besa always clear,, 
except the day of the Sirocc and the 26th of June, 

when we had a pretty fmart fliower of rain for two 
hours ; fo that I think I have nothing farther to do, 

, but to mark the heights of, the thermometer. 

Thermometer. 
June 17 - - - 73I 
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19 - - -75 

20 - . - - 76 
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heat, the more I am furprifed that we were able to 
beat it with fo little inconvenience. We did ijiot even 
feel that depreffion of fpirits that commonly attends 
v^ great heats with us« — The thermometer rofe 
40 degrees, or very near it; and it happens Angu- 
larly enough^ that before the Sirocc began, it ftood 
juft about 40 degrees above the point of congelation ; 
fo that in the morning of the 8th of July^ the heat 

X. incyeafed 
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increafed as much, almoft inftahtaneoufly, as it ge- 
nerally does during tlie whole time that the fun moves 
from tropic to tropic; for the difference of 72 and 
112 is the (ame as between the . freezing '4>oint and 
72 ; or between a cold day in winter, and a warm 
one in fummer, 

Yefterday we had a great entertainment in the 

.palace of the Prince Partana, from the balcony of 
which the viceroy reviewed a regiment of Swifs, the 
bed I have yet feen in the Neapolitan fervice* They 
are really a line body of men, and, notwithftanding 
the violence of the heat, went through their motions 
with great fpirit. They had two field-pioces on each 
flank, .which werx? extremely well ferved ; and the 
evolutions were performed with more precifion and 
fteadinefs than one generally meets with, except in 
England or Germany. The grenadiers were fur- 
niflied with falfe grenades, which produced every 
effe£t of real ones, except that . of^ doing mif- 
chief. The .throwing of thefe was the palrt of the 
• entertainment that feemed to pleafe the moft ; and 
the gi"enadiers took, care to dired.them fo, that their 
effeft fliould'not 1 e loft. When a number of them 
fell together amongft a thick crowd of the mobility, 
which was commonly the cafe, it afforded an enter- 
taining fcene enough, for they defended themfelves 
with their hats, and threw them very dexteroufly 
upon their neighbours. However, we few no da- 
mage done, except the fingeing of a few wfgs and 
caps; for the ladies were there in as great numbers 

> as the gentlemen, v . 

The company at the Prince Partana's was brilliant, 
and the entertainment noble. It confifted principally 

' ' ' .„ of 
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of ices, creams, chocolate, fweet-meats, and fniit, 
of which there was a great variety. Not one half 
of the company play- d at cards; the reft amufed 
thertifelves in converfation and walking on the terras. 
We found the young prince and princefs, who are 
very amiable, with feveral of their companions, play- 
ing at crofs-purpofes, and other games of that kind. 
We were joyfully admitted of this cheerful little 
circle, where we amufed ourfelves very well for feve- 
ral hours* — I only mention this, to fhew you the dif- 
ferent fyftem of behaviour here and in Italy, where 
n6 fuch familiar intercourfe is allowed amongft young 
people before marriage. The young ladies here are 
eafy, affable, and unaffefted; and not (as on the 
continent) perpetually ftuck up by the fides of their 
mothers, who bring them into company, not for 
their amufement, but rather to offer them to fale j 
and feem mightily afraid left every one fhould fteal 
them, or that they themfelves Ihould make an elope- 
ment ; which indeed I ftiould think there was^ fome 
danger of, confidering the reftraint under which 
they are kept : — for furely there is no fuch ftrdng 
incitement to vice, as the making a punifhment pf 
virtue. 

Here the mothers (hew a proper confidence in 
their daughters, and allow their real charafters to 
form and to ripen. In the other cafe they have 
either no charafter at all, br afft affeded one, which 
they take care to* throw off the moment they have 
got a huft)and ; when they think it impoflible to 
recede, too far from thofe rigoroijis maxims of de- 
corum and circumfpedion, the pradice of #hich they 
had ever found fo extrepaely difagreeable. , 

X2 ^ ^ Wei-e. 
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Were they allowed 'firft to fhew what they really 
^are, I am perfuaded they ^yould not be half fo bad; 
""but 'their parents, by the iiiariner they treat thetit, 
'ittiew that they have no confidence in their principles; 
"'arid feem tp'^have adopted the ungenerous maxim of 
'bur dountfyman, •; 

** That every woman is at heart a rake.'* 

Now in coiiniries where this maxim becomes of 
■general belief, there is no doubt, that it likewife be- 
comes true ; for the wom6n having no longer any 
"charafter to fupport, they will even avoid the pre- 
tences to virtue, well knowing that thofe pretences 
^ are only looked upon as hypocrify and affectation. 
I dare fay, you will agree with me, that the better 
method to make them virtuous, is firft to make them 
believe that we think them fo ; for where virtue is 

- really efteemed, there are hone that would willingly 
relinquifh the charafter; but where it requires a 
guard (as parfon Adams fays) it certainly is not worth 
the centinel. 

Some of the families here put me in mind of our 
own domeftic fyftem. The prince of -Refuttana, his 
wife and daughter, are always together; but it is 
bec^ufe they chufe to be fo, and there appears the 
ftrongeft affeftion, without the leaft- diffidence on the 
one fide, or reftraint on the other. — The young 
' princefs Donna Rofolia is one of the . nioft amiable 

- young ladies I have feen ; flie was of our little party 
• laft night, and indeed made one of its greateft orna- 

• ments.— It wo\ild appear vain and partial, after this 
to fay, that in countenance, fentiment, and beha- 
viour, fhe feems altpgether Englifli j^ — but it. is trtie : 
— ani 
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— and.t,his, perhaps may have contributed to advance 
her jftill higher in our efteem ; for in fpite of all our* 
philofophy, thefe unphilofophical prejudices will ffilF 
exift, and no man, I believe, has entirely diveftedf 
himfelf of them. — We had lately a noble entertain- 
ment at her father^s country-houfe, and had reafon' 
to be much pleafed with the unaffedted hofpitality 
and eafy politenefs of the whole family. This palace 
is reckoned the moft magnificent in. the neighbour- 
hood of Palermo, It lies about fix or feven miles to 
the weft of the city, in the country called II CoUe ; 
in the oppofite direftion from the Bagaria, Which I 
have already mentioned. The viceroy and his fa- 
mily, with the greateft part of the nobnity,^were of 
this party, which lafted till about two in the moYning. 
At midnight a curious fet of fire- works were played 
ofiF from the leads of the palace, which had a fine' 
eflfeQ: firom the garden below. ' * 

Farewell. — I had no time to write yefterday, and' 
though we did not break up till near three thi» 
morning, I have got up at eight, I was fo eager t6 
give you fome account of the Sirocc wind. 

We are now going to be very bufy : The feaft of 
St. Rofolia begins to-morrow ; and all the world are' 
on the very tip-toe of expeftation : perhaps they majr 
be difappointed. I often wifh that you were with usj 
particularly when we are happy : Though you kno^ 
it is by no means feafts and fliows that make us fb. 
However, as this is perhaps the moft remarkable one 
in Europe ; that you may enjoy as much of it as poT* 
fible, I (hall fit down every night, and give you* a 
fliort account of the tranfaftions of the day. — We are 
now going to breakfaft -, after which we are engaged 
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to play at Ballon, ah exercifp I fuppofe you are well 
acquainted with ; but as the day promifes to be ex- 
tremely hot, I believe I (hall defert the party and go 
a fwimming.^ — But I fee F. and G, have already at- 
tacked the figs and peaches, fo I muft appear for my 
intereft. — Farewell. 
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PJcrmo, July I2tli. 

ABOUT five in the afternoon, the feftival began 
by the triumph of St. Rofolia, who was drawn 
with great pomp through the centre of the city, from 
the Marino to the Porto Nuovo. The triumphal car 
was preceded by a trogp of horfe, with trumpets and 
kettle-drums; and all the city officers in their gala 
uniforms. It is indeed a moft enormous machine • 
It meafures feventy feet long, thirty wide, and upwards 
of eiglity high ; and, as it paffed along, over-topped 
the loftieft houfes of Palermo. The form of its under- 
part is like that of the Roman gallies, but it fwells as 
it advances in height j and the front aflumes an oval 
fbape like an amphitheatje, with feats placed in the 
theatrical manner. This is the great orcheftr?i, which 
was filled with a numerous band of muficians placed 
in rows, one above the other : Over this orcheftra 
and a liitle behind it, there is a large dome fupported 
by fix Corinthian columns, and adorned with a num- 
ber of figures of faints and angels; and on the fum 
jnit of the donie there is a gigantic filver ftatue of St 

Rofolia. — 
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RofoUa* — ^The ^hole machine Is dreffed out vrtth 
orange-trees, flower-potss, and trees of artificial corah 
The car ftopped every fifty or fixty yards, when the 
orcheftra performed a piece of mufic, with fongs in 
honour of the faiint. It appeared a aioviilg caftle, 
and completely filled the great ftreet from fide to fide. 
This indeed was» its greateft difad vantage, for the 
fpace it had to move in was in no wife proportioned 
to its fize, and the houfes feemed to dwindle away to 
nothing as it paffed along. This vaft fabric was drawn ^ 
by fifty-fix huge mules, in two rows, curioufly capari- 
foned, and mounted by twenty-eight poftilions, drefled 
in gold and filver (luffs, with great plumes of oftrich 
feathers in their hats.— Every window and balcony, 
on both fides of the ftreet, were full of well-dreffed 
people, and the car was followed by many thoufands 
of the lower fort. The triumph was finiflied in about 
three hours ; and was fucceeded by the beautiful illu- 
mination of the Marino. 

1 believe I have already mentioned, that there is a 
range of arches and pyramids extending from end to 
end of this noble walk : thefe are painted, and ador- 
ned with artificial flowers, and are entirely covered ' 
with lamps, placed fo very thick, that at a little dif- 
tanco the whole appears fo many pyramids .and arches 
of flame. The whole chain of this illumination was 
about a mile in length, and. indeed you can hardly 
conceive any thing more fplendid. There was no 
break or imperfedion any where ; the night being fo 
ftill th^t not a fingle lamp was extinguifhed, 

Oppofite to the centre of this great line of light, 
there was a magnificent pavilion ere£ked for the vice^ 
roy and his company, which confifted of the whole 

X 4 nobility 



JI:^ -* TOUR THROUGIf 

1 

nobiHtjr of Palermo : ^nd on the front of this, at fome 
little diitance in thefea, ftood the, great fire-works, 
jieprefenting th^ front of a palace, adorned with 
columns, arch^, trophies, and every pmament of 
archkedure. All the chebecks, galleys, galliots, 
and other Clipping, were ranged around this palace, 
and formed a kind of amphitheatre in the fea, in- 
dofmg it in the centre. — ^Thefe began the Ihow by 
a difcharge of the whole of theif artillery, the found 
of which, re-echoed from the mountains, produced a 
very noble effeft ; they then played off a variety of 
water rockets, and bombs of a curious conftsruftion, 
that often burft below water. This continued for 
}ialf an hour, when in an inftant, the whole of the 
palace was beautifully illuminated* This ^as th^ fig- 
nal for the fliipping to ceafe, and appeared indeed 
like a piece of enchantment, as it waS done altogether 
jnftantaneoufly, and without the appearance of any 
agent. At the fame time the fountains that were re- 
prefented in the court before the palace; began to 
Ipout'up fire, and made a reprefentation of fome of 
the great jV/ (Teaus of Verfailles and Marly, As foon 
as thefe were extinguifhed, the court affumed the 
form of a great parterre ; adorned with a variety of 
palm-trees of fire, interfperfed with orange-trees, 
flower-pots, yafes and other ornaments. On the ex- 
tinguilhing of tht fe the illumination of the palace was 
likewife extinguifhed V and the front of it broke out 
into the appearance of a variety of funs, ftars, and 
wheels of fire, which in a fhort time reduced it to a 
perfeft ruin. And when all appeared finiflied, there 
burft from the centre of the pile, a vaft explofion of 
two thoufand rockets, bombs, ferpents, fquibs, and 
' . ■ ■■ ' ^ ' ' . devils. 
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devils, which feemed to fill the whple atmofphere : 
the /all of thefe made terrible havoc amongft thp 
clothes of the poor people who' were not under <;oyer,: 
but afforded admirable entertainjnent to the nobility 
who were. During this exhibition we had a han^ 
fome entertainment of coffee, ices, and fw.eetmeats, 
with a variety of excellent wines, in the great pavilioa 
in the centre of the Marino ; this was at the expence 
of the Duke of Caftellano, the praetor {or mayor) of 
the city* The principal nobility give thefe entertain- 
ments by turns eveiy ,night during the feftival, and 
vie with each other in their magnificence. 

As foon as the fireworks were fiAiflied^ the viceroy 
went out to fea in a galley richjy illuminated. . We 
chofe to ftay on (hore, to fee the appearance it made 
at a diftance. It was rowed by feventy-two oars, and 
indeed made one of the moft beautiful objefts youj • 
can imagine ; flying with vaft velocity over the paters, 
aiS fmooth and as clear as glafs, which llione round it 
like a flame, and refleded its fplendour on all fi4es. 
The oars beat time to the French-horns, claripnat«^ 
and trumpets, of which there was a numerous band 
pn the prow. 

The day's entertainment was concluded by the 
Corfo, which beg^n exadly at midnight, and laft^d 
till two in the morning* 

The great ftreet was illuminated in the fanic mag- 
nificent manner as the Marino. TThe arches and pyra- 
mids were erefted at little difl:ances from each other, 
on bbth fides of the ftreet, betwixt the foot-path a^d 
the fpace for carriages ; and when feen from either of 
the gates, appeared to be two (Continued lines of the 
^righteft flame. Indeed, thefe illuminations are fo. 
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very differeat, and fo mucli fuperior, to any I have 
ever feen, that I find ijt difficult to give any tolerable 
-idea of them, — Two lines of coaches occupic;d the 
fpace betwixt thefe two lines of illumination. They 
were in the greateft gala ; and as they open from the 
noddle, and let down on each fide, the beauty of 
the ladies, the richnefs of their drefs, and brilliance 
of their jewels, were difplayed in the moft advan- 
tageous manner. 

This beautiful train moved flowly round and round 
for the fpace, of two hours ; and every member of 
it feemed animated with a defire to pleafe. — The 
company appeared all joy and exultation : Scarce two 
doacbes paffed without fome mutual acknowledgment 
of aflfe£Kon or refpeft j and the pleafure that fparkled 
from every eye feemed to be reflected and com- 
municated by a kind of fympathy through the 
whole. 

In fuch an affembly, it was impoffible for the 
heart not to dilate and expand itfelf ; — I own mine 
was often fo full, that I could hardly find utterance ; 
and I have feen a tragedy with lefs emotion than I 
did this fcene of* joy. — I always thought thefe 'af- 
feftions had been ftrangers to pomp and parade ; but 
here the univerfal joy feemed really to fpring from 
the heart : it brightened up every countenance, and 
fpoke affeftion and friendfhip from every face. — No 
ftately air, — no fuperdlious look j — all appeared 
friends, and equals.— And fal*e I am, that the beauty 
of the ladies was not half fo much heightened either 
by their drefs or their jewels, as by that air of 
complacency and gt>od humour with which it wjis 
animated. 

We 
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We were, diftributed in different coaches amongft 
the nobility, which gave us a better opportunity of 
making thefeobfervations. — I will own to you, that 
I have never beheld a more delightfpl fi^t:^and 
if fuperftition often produces fuch e6Fefts, I fincerely 
wilh we had a little more of it amongft us. I could 
have thrown myfelf down before St. Rofolii and 
bleffed her for making fo many people happy. 

We retired about two o'clock ; but the variety of 
glittering fcenes and gaudy objeds ftill vibrated be- 
fore my eyes, and prevented me from fleeping ; how* 
ever, I am almoft as much refrelhed as if I had : but 
I really believe four more fuch days will be too mucli 
for any of us. ' Indeed I am fure that it is impoffible 
to keep it up, and it muft neceflarily flag. I think^ 
from what I can obferve, they have already exhaufted 
almoft one half of their preparations ; how they are 
to fupport the other four days, I own, I do not com-, 
prehend;— however, we Ihall fee. 

I thought to have given you an account of every 
thing at night, after it was over, but I find it imr 
poffible : the fpirits are too much diflipated, and ex- 
haufted, and the imagination is too full of objeSs 
to be able to feparate them with any degrefe of re- 
gularity. — ^Ifhall write you therefore regularly the 
morning following, when this fever of the fancy 
has had time to cool, and when things appear as 
they really are. — Adieu then till to-morrow. Here 
is a fine ftiower, which will cool the air, and favife the 
trouble of watering the Marino and the great ftreet, 
which is done regularly every morning when there 
is no rain. The thermometer is at 73. 

J 3th. I thought there would be a falling cff.-^ 
, I Yefterday's 



%l6 A TOUR THR6tJGH 

Yefterday's totertainments were not fo fplendid a^* 
; thofe of the day before. They, began by the horfe- 
races. There were three races, and fix horfes ftarted 
each race. Thefe were mounted by boys of about 
twelve years old, without either faddle or bridle, 
but only a fmall piece of cord, by way of bit, in the 
l|orfe*s^ mouth, which it feems is fufficient to flop 
them. The great flreet was the courfe ; and to this 
end it was covered \yith earth to the depth of five or 
fix inches. — The firing of a cannon at the Porto 
Felice was the fignal for ftarting: and the horfes 
feemed to underftand this, for they all fet off at once, 
full fpeed, and continued at their utmoil flretch to 
the Porto Nuovo, which was the winning poft- It is 
exaftly a mile, and they performed it in a minute 
and thirty-five feconds, which, confidering the fize 
of the horfes, (fcarce fourteen hands) we thought was 
very great. Thefe are generally Barbs, or a mixed 
breed betwixt the Sicilian and Barb. The boys were 
gaudily dreffed, and made a pretty appearance. — We 
were furprifed to fee how Well they fluck on ; but 
indeed, I obferved they had generally laid fad hold 
pf the mane. 

> The moment before ftarting, the ftreet appeared 
full of people ; nor did we conceive how the race . 
could poffibly be performed. Our farprife was in- 
creafed when we faw the horfes run full fpeed at the 
very thickeft of this crowd, which did not begin to 
open, till they were almoft clofe upon it. — The 
people then opened, and fell back on each fide, by 
^ regular uniform motion, from one end of the 
ftreet to the other. This fingular mappeuvre feemed 
to be performed without any buftie or confufion, and 

the 
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the moment the horfes were paft, they clofed agafti 
behind them. However, it deftroys great part of the 
pleafure of fhe race ; for you cannot help being 
under apprehenfions iFor fuch a number of people, 
whom you ev^ry moment fee in imminent danger 
of being trod to death ; for this muft inevitably be 
their fate, were they only a fecoiid or two later in 
retiring. ^ Thefe accidents, they allow, have often 
happened ; however, yefterday every body efcaped- 

The viQor 'was conduced along "the ftreet in tri- 
amph, with his prize, difplayed before him. TItfa 
was a piece of white filk embroidered and worked 
with gold. 

Thefe races I think are much fuperipr to the com* 
mon ftyle of races in Italy, which are performed by 
horfes alone without riders ; but they ' are by no 
piearis to be compared to thofe in England. 

The great ftreet was illuminated in the fame man- 
ner as on the preceding night j and the grand con- 
verfation of the nobles was held at the archbifhop^s 
palace, which wa$ richly fitted iip for the occafion. 

The gardens were finely illuminated ; and put m^ 
in mind of our Vauxhall. There were too orcheftras 
(one at each end) and two very good bands of mu- 
fic. The entertainment was fplendid, and the arch- 
bifhop fliewed attention and politenefs to every perfoa 
of the company. 

About ten o'clock the great triumphal car march- 
ed back again in proceflion to the Marino. It was 
richly illuminated with large wax tapers, and made 
a moft formidable figure. — Don Quixote would have 
been very excufable in taking it for an inchanted 
caftle, moving through the air. — We did not leave? 

the 
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tbe archbifliop's till midnight, when the Corfo began, 
which \Vas preclfely the fame in erery refpeft as the 
night before, and afforded us a delightfuHcene* 

>4th. Laft night the two great ftreets and the four 
gates of the city that terminate them, were illuminated 
in the moft fplendid manner. — Thefe ftreets crofe each 
other in the centre ^f the city, where they form a 
beautiful fquare, called La Piazza Ottangolare^ from 
the eight angles they form* This fquare was richly 
oniamented with tapeftry, ftatues, and artificial flow- 
; trs ; and as the buildii^ which form its four fides are 
miiform, and of a beautiful architedure, and at the 
£tme time highly illunmiated, it made a fine appearance. 
There are four orcheftras ered^d in it ; and the four 
bands of mufic are greater than I had. any conception 
this city could have produced. 

From the centre of this fquare you have a view 
of the whole city of Palermo thus dreffed out in its, 
glory ; and indeed, the effefl: it produces furpaffes 
belief. The four gates that form the viftas to this ^len- 
did fcene are highly decorated, and lighted up in an 
elegant tafte ; the illuminations reprefenting a variety 
of trophies, the arms ofSpaii), thofe of Naples, Sicily,- 
and the city of Palermo, with their guardian ge- 
niufes, &c. 

The coiiverfatlon of the nobles was held in the 
weroy's palace ; and the entertainment was ftill more 
magnificent than any of the former. The great firer 
woxi^s oppofite to the front of the palace began at ten 
o'clock, and endeci, at midnight; after which we 
went to the Cc5rfo, which lafted as ufual, till two in 
the morning. This part of the entertainmmt flill 
pieafes ujt the moft ; it is indeed the only., part of it 

that 
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. that reaches the heart ; and where this is not the cafe, 
a puppet-fhow is juft as good as a coronation. — We 
have now got acquainted almoft with every coun- 
tenance ; and from that air of goodnefs and benignity - 
that animates them, and which feems to be miftually 
refle£led from one to the other, we^ are inclined to 
form the mod favourable opinion of the people. 

Our fireworks laft night were greater than thpfe of 
the Marino, but their effeft did not pleafe me fo much ; 
the want of the fea and the fliipping were two capital : 
wants. They likewife reprefented the front of a 
palace, but of a, greater extent. It was illumin^ited 
too as the former, and the whole conduced f)retty 
much in the fame manner. We ikw it to the-greateft 
advantage frpm the balconies of the ftate apaiftments, 
in the viceroy^s palace, where we had an elegant 
concert ; but, to the no fmall difappointment of the 
company, Gabrieli, the fineft finger, but the raofl: 
capricious mortal upon earth, did not chufe to per- 
form. 

15th. Three races, fix horfes each, as formerly. 
They called it very good fport. I cannot fay that I 
admired it. — A poor creature was rode down, and 
I believe killed; and one of the boys had likewife » 
fall. 

The great aflembly of the nobility was held at ii^ 
Judice Monarchia's, an officer of high truft and dig- 
nity. Here we had an entertainment in the &Lme 
ftyle as the others, and a good concert. — ^At eleven 
o'clock the viceroy, attended by the whole company, . 
went on foot to vifit the fquare and the great church. 
. — We made a prodigious train ; for though the city 
was all a lamp of light, the fervants of the viceroy 

and 
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and nobility attended with wax flambeaux, to fhow 
;tts the way. As foon j^s the viceroy entered the 
'^uare, the four orcheftras ftruclc up a fymphony, 
and continued playing till he left it. 

The crowd around the church was very great, 
■and without the prefence of the viceroy, it would 
have been irtipoflible for us to get in ; but his attend- 
ants Ibitni cleared the paflages ; and at once entering 
'-Aegr^at gate, we beheld the mofl fplendid fcene in 
•the' world. The whole church appeared a flame of 
Kght ; which, 'reflefted from ten thoufand bright and 
filining furfaces, of different colours and at different 
itogles, pfod'uced an effedt, which, I think, exceeds 
all the defcriptions of enchantment I have ever read> 
Indeed, I did not think that human art could have 
deirtfed any thing fo' fplendid. I believe I have al- 
teacJy mentioned that 'the whole church, walls, roof, 
pillars, and pilafters were entirely covered over with 
mirror, inteifperfed with gold and filver paper, artificial 
flowers, &c. done up with great tafl;e and elegance, 
fo that not one inch either of ftone or plaifter was to 
tje feen. — ^Now, form an idea, if you can, of one of 
6ur great cathedrals drefled out in this manner^ and 
Hlununated with twenty thoufand wax tapers, and 
you »rill have fome faint notion of this fplendid 
^ene. — I own it did greatly exceed my expeflations, 
although, from' the defcriptions we had of it, they 
were raifed very high, — When we recovered from 
our firft furprife, which had produced, unknown to 
©urfelves, many exclamations of aftonifliment, I ob- 
fenred that all the eyes of the nobility were fixed 
Upon us; and that they enjoyed exceedingly the 
• amazen^ent ' into which, we were thrown. ^ — Indeed 

this 
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this fcetle, in my opiniou, greatly exceeds all the reft 
of the feow. 

I have often heard the illumination of St. Peter^s 
fpoken of as a wonderful fine thing : fo indeed it is ; 
but it is certainly no more to be compared to this, 
than the planet Venus is to the fun. — The e£Fe£ts in- 
deed are of a different kind, and cannot well be com* 
J>ared together. 

This fcene was too glaring to bear any confiderabb 
time ; and the heat occafioned by the immenfe num- 
ber of lights foon became intolerable. — I attempted 
to reckon the number of luftres, and counted up- 
wards of five hundred ; but my head became giddy, 
and I was obliged to give it up. — They affure us that 
the number of wax tapers is not lefs than twenty thou- 
fand. There are eight-and-t\Venty altars, fourteen ori 
each fide ; thefe are dreffed out with the utmoft magni- 
ficence ; and the great altar is ftill the moft fplendid 
of all. 

When you think of the gaudy materials that com- 
J>ofe the lining of this church ; it v/ill be difficult to 
annex an idea of grandeur and majefty to. it : at leaft, 
fo it ftrucl^ me, when I was firft told of it ; yet, I 
affure you, the elegant fimplicity and unity of the 
defign prevents this-effefl:, and gives an air of dignity 
to the whole. 

It is on this part of the fhow the people of Pa- 
lermo Value themfelves the moft ;- they talk. of all the 
reft as trifling in comparifon of tl>is ; and dinde^ I 
think it is probable, that there is nothing of the 
kind in the world that is equal to it. — It is ftrange 
tbey^ ihould chufe to be at fo great an expence and 

Y trouble 
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trouble for a fliow of a few hours onty ; for tTiey 
have already begun this morning, ta ftrip the church 
of its gaudy drefs, and I am told it will not be finiihed 
for many weeks. 

From the church we went immediately to the 
Corfo, which concluded, as* ufual, the entertainments 
of the day. 

J 6th. Laft night we had the full illumination of all 
the ftreets. — ^The affembly was held at the praetor's, 
where there was an elegant entertainment and a con- 
cert.— Pacherotti, the firfl man of the opera, diftin- 
guifhed himfelf very much. I think he is one of the 
moft agreeable fingers I have ever heard ; and am 
perfuaded, that in a few years he will be very cele- 
brated. Campanucci, the fecond foprano, is, I think, 
preferable to moft that I have h^ard in Italy ; and 
you will the more eafily believe this, when 1 inform 
you, that he is engaged for next winter, to be the 
firft finger in the great opera at Rome. Is it not 
ftrange, that the capital of all Italy, and, for the 
fine arts, (as it formeily was for arms) the capital of 
the world, ftiould condefcend to chufe its firft opera- 
performer from amongft the fubalcerns of a remote 
Sicilian ftage ? 

' You will believe, that with two fuch fopranos as 
»thefe, and Gabrieli for the firft woman, the opera 
here will, not be a defpieable one. It is to begin in 
a few days, notwithftanding the extreme heat of the 
feafon ; lb fond are tl^e people here of thefe enter- 
tainineiits. 

Their opera dancers are thofe you had laft year at 
London: they are juft arrived, and the people ans 
by no.meaixs pleafed with them. We faw them this 

morning 
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morning at the rehearfal ; and, to their great fur- 
prife, addreffed them in Englilh. You cannot ima-r 
gine how happy they were to fee us. Poor foiils ! 
I was delighted to hear with what warmth of grati- 
tude and affedipn they fpoke of England. There is 
a mother and two daughters ; the youngeft pi"€tty, 
but the eldeft, the firft dancer, appears a fenfible, 
modeft, well-behaved girl ; — more fo than is com- 
mon with thefe fort of people. Speaking of Eiig-. 
land, fhe faid, with a degree of warmth that her 
good treatment in general could hardly infpire^ that 
in her life (he never left any country with fo/ fore a 
heart; and had fhe only enjoyed her health, all the 
world fliould never have torn her away from it.-r- 
She feemed affefted when flie faid this. — I acknow- 
ledged the honour fhe did the Englifh nation ; tut 
alleged that thefe fentiments, and the manner in 
which they were uttered, could fcarcely proceed frorii 
a general love of the country. — She anfwered me with 
a fmile, but at the fame time I could obferve the tear 
in her eye. — At that inftant we were interrupted ; 
however, I fhall endeavour, if poflible, to leaim her 
flory; for I am perfuaded there is one: perhaps 
you may know it, as I dare fay it b nofecret in 
London. 

But I have got quite away from my fubjeft, and 
had forgot that I fat down to give you ai^ accourft 
of the feafl.— Indeed, I will own, it is a kind of 
fubjeft I by no means like to write upon ;. — I almofl 
repent that I had undertaken it, and am heartily glad 
it is now over. — ^It does very well to fee fhows y but 
thdir defcription is of' all things on earth the moft 
infipid : for words and writing convey ideas only by 

Y 2 a flow 
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a flow and regular kind of progrefs ; and while we 
gain one, we generally lofe another, fo that the fancy 
feldom embraces the whole j — but when a thoufand 
objjefl:s ftrike you at once, the imagination is filled 
and fatisfiedr 

The great proceflion that clofes the feffival began 
at ten o^'clock — It only differed from other procef- 
fions in this, that befides all the priefts, friars, and 
religious orders of the city, there were phced at 
equal difliances from each other ten lofty machines 
made of wood and pafteboard, ornamented in an 
elegant manner, reprefenting temples, tabernacles, 
and a Variety of beautiful pieces of architeclui'e. — 
Thefe are furniflied by the different convents and re- 
ligious fraternities, who vie with each other in the 
richnefs and elegance of the work. Some of them 

are not lefs than fixty feet high. ^They are filled 

with figures of faints and of angels, made of wax, fo 
natural and fo admirably w^ll painted, that many of 
them feemed really to be alive. AH thefe figures are 
(prepared by the nuns, and by them dreffed out in 
rich robes of gold and filver tiflue. 

We were a good deal amufed this morning to fee 
them returning home in coaches to their refpeftive 
nunneries.— -At firft we took them for hdies in their 
gala drefs, going out to vifit the churches, which we; 
were told was the euftom, and began topultoff pur 
hats as they went pad. — Indeed we were fed into this 
blunder by fome of our friends, who earrfed us out 
on purpofe ;: and as they faw the coaches approach,, 
told Us, This is the Prineefs of fuch a thing -.—there 

-I5 the Dutchefs of fuch another thing; and, bk 

fhor't, we had made half a dozen of our beffi bows, 

. ' \ « - (to 
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(to the no fmall entertainment of thefe'wags) before 
•we difcovered the trick.— They now infill upon it, 
that we are good Catholics, for all this morning we 
had been bowing to faints and angels. 

A great filver box, containing the bones of St. 
Rofolia, clofed the proceffion. It was carried by 
thirty-fix <^f the mofl: refpeSable burgeffes of the 
city, who look upon this as. the greateft honour. The 
archbifliop walked behind it, giving his bemediSion to 
the people as he paffed. 

No fooner had the proceffion finifhed the tour of 
the great fquare, before the prs&tor's palace, than the 
fountain in the centre, one of the largeft and finefl: 
in Europe, was converted into a fountain of fire; 
riirowing it up on all fides^ and making a beautiful 
appearance. It only lafted for a few minutes, and 
was extinguilhed by a vaft explofion, which con^ 
eluded the whole. As this was altogether unex- 
peded, it. produced a fine efFeQ:, and furprifed the 
^edators more than any of the great fireworks had. 
done. ' 

' There was a mutual and friendly congratulation 
ran through thfe whole affembly, which foon after 
parted ; and this morning every thing has once more 
reaflumed its natural form and order ; — and J aiiure 
yoite; we were not more happy at the opening of the 
feftival, than We are now at its conclufion: Every 
body was fatigued and exhaufjed by the perpetual 
feafting, watching, and diffipation of thefe five days. 
However, upon the whole, we have been much de- 
lighted with it, and may with truth pronounce, that 
the enter]tainments of the feaft of St* Rofolia are 

y 3 much 
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much beyond thofe of the holy week at Rome j'^of 
the Afcenfion, at Venice ; or, indeed^ any other 
feftival we have ever been witnefs of. - 

I believe I did not tell you^ that about ten or twelve 
days ago, as tbe time we had appointed for our 
return to Naples was elapfed, we had hirM a fmall 
veffel, and provided every thing for our departure ; 
we had even taken leave of the viceroy, and received 
out paffports. Our baggage and fea-ftore was al- 
ready on board, when we were fet upon by our 
friends, and JbHcited with fo much eameftnefs and 
cordiality, to give them another fortnight, that we 
found it impoffible to refufe it ; and in confequence 
difcharged our veffel, and fent for our trunks* — I 
Ihould not have mentioned this, were it not to Ihew 
you how much more attention is paid to ftrangers here 
than in moft places on the continent. 

We reckon ourfelves much indebted to them for 
having obliged us to prolong our ftayj as, inde- 
pendent of the . amufements of the feftival, we have 
met with fo much hofpitality and urbanityj that it is 
now with the n^oft fincere regret yie find ourfelves 
obliged to leave them. Indeed, had we brought 
our clothes and books from Naples, it is hard to fay 
how long we might have flayed. 

We have fent to engage a veffel, butjrobably J^li 
not fail for five or fix days. Adiev». /, 
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LETTER XXXI. 



Palermo, July 19th. 

W7 E have now had time to inquire a little into fome 
of the antiquities of this ifland, and have found 
Severdl people, particularly the prince of Torremuzzo, 
who have made this the great objefik of their ftudy. 
However,^ I find we muft wade through oceans of 
fiction, before we can arrive at any thing certain or 
latisfedory.; 

Moft of the Sicilian authors agree in deriving their 
origin from Ham, or as they called him, Cham, the 
ion of Noah, who, they pretend, is the fame with 
3atum. They tell you that he built a great city, 
which from him was named Camefena. There have 
been violent difputes about the fituation of this city : 
— Berofo fuppofes it to have flood, where Camarina 
was afterwards 'founded, and that this was only a* cor- 
ruption of its- primitive name. But Guarneri, Carrera, 
and others, combat this opinion^ and affirm, that Ca- 
mefena flood near the foot of, ^tna, between Ac^ 
and Catfania, almofl oppofite to thefe three rocks 
that flill bear the name of the /Cyclops, — Indeed 
Carrera mentions an infcription that he had feen in a 
ruin near Aci, fuppofed to have been the fepulchre of 
Acis, which he thinks puts this matter out of doubt. 
Thefe are his words : " Hsec eft infcriptio vetuflaa 
cujufdam tabellae repertse in pyramide fepulchri Acis, 
ex fragmentis vetuftiffimje Ch'amefenss, urbis hodie 
Acis, conditse a Cham, gigantum principe, etiam nun- 

Y 4 cupto 
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cupato Satumo Chamefeno, in promontorio Xiphonio, 
ubi adhuc hodie vjfuntur folo aequata antiqua veftigia, 
et ruinsfe dids urbis et arcis in infula prope Scopulos 
Cyclopum, et retinet adhuc fincopatum nomen La 
Gazzena.*' 

This fame Cham they tell you was a very great 
fcoundrel, and that efenus^ which fignified infamous, 
was added to his name, only to denote his charafter, 
Fazzello fays^ he married his own lifter, who was 
called Rhea ; that Ceres was the fruit of this marriage j 
that (he did not inherit the vices of her father, but 
reigned oVer Sicily with great wifdom and mode- 
ration. That fhe taught her fubjefts the method of 
making bread and wine, the materials for which their 
ifland produced fpontaneoufly in great abundance. 
That her daughter Proferpine was of equal beauty 
and virtue with herfelf. That Orius king of Epirus 
had demanded her in marriage, and on a refufal, dar- 
ried her off by 'force j which gave occafion to the wild 
imagination of Greece to invent the fable of the rape 
of Proferpine by Pluto king of Hell, this Onus being 
of a morofe and gloomy dilpofition. 

Ceres has ever been the favourite deity of the Sici- 
lians. She chofe her feat of empire in the centre of 
the ifland, on the top of a high hill called Enna, 
where fhe founded the city of that name. It is (till a 
cbnliderable place, and is now called Caftragiovanni : 
but little or nothing remain of the ruins of Enna. 

Cicero gives a particular account of this place. H« 
fays from its fituation in the centre of the ifland, it 
was called Umbilicus Sicilia, and defcribes it as one of 
the moft beautiful and fertile fpiots in the world. The 
• temple of Ceres at Enna was renowned all over 'the 
heathen world, and pilgrimaged were made to it, a$ 
. they 
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they are at prefent to Loretto; tazzello fays, it was 
held in fuch veneration, that when the city was fur- 
prifed and pillaged by the flaves and barbarians, they 
did not prefume to touch this facred temple, although 
it contained more riches than all the city befides. 

There have been violent difputes amongft the Sici- 
lian authors, whether Proferpine was carried off near 
the city of Enna, or that of jSEtna, which ftood at the 
foot of that mountain, but it is of mighty little confe- 
quence, and more refpcr.a:, I think, is to be paid to the 
fentiments of Cicero, who^ gives it in favour of Enna, 
than the whole of theiti. Diodorus too is of the fame 
opinion, and his defcription of this place is alnioft ia 
the very words as that of Cicero. They both paint 
it . as a perfed paradife ; abounding in beautiful 
groves, clear fprings and rivulets, and like -ZEtna, co* 
vered with a variety of flowers at all feafons of the 
year. To thefe authorities, if you pleafe you may 
add that of Milton, who compares it to paradife 
itfelf : 



Nor that fair field 



Of Enna, where Proferpine gathering flowers, 
Herfelf a fairer flower, by gloomy Dis 
Was gathered. 

If you want to have a fuller account of this place 
you will find It in Cicero*s pleadings againft Verres, 
and in the fifth book of Diodorus— I have converfed 
with feveral gentlemen who have been there : they 
aflure me that it ftill anfvvers in a great meafure to 
the defcription of thefe authors. — Medals, 1 am toldj 
are ftill found, with an elegant figure of Ceres, and 
an ear of wheat for the reverfe ; but I have not been 
able to procure any of them. 

There 
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' There was another temple in Sicily not Ms celebra- 
ted than this one of Ceres, — It was dedicated to Ve- 
nus Erecina, and, like the other too, was built on the 
futnmit of a high mountain. The ancient name of 
this mountain was Eryx, or as the Sicilians call it , 
JErice, but it is now called St* Juliano. Both moun- 
tain and temple ar^ often mentioned by the Greek 
land Latin hiAorians, and happily the Sicilian ones 
have no difpute about Jts fituation or origin, which 
they make to be almoft as ancient as that of Ceres. — 
.Diodorus fays, that Dedalus, after his flight from 
Crete, was hofpitably re(!:eived here, and by his 
wonderful Ikill in architecture ^dded greatly to the 
beauty of this temple. He enriched it with many 
fine pieces of fculpture, but particularly with the fi- 
gure of a ram of fuch exquifite workmanfliip that it 
appeared to be alive. This, I think, is UkewiCe men- 
tioned by Cicero. 

-ffineas too in 'his voyage from Troy to Italy, Ian- 
dei in this part of the ifland, and according to Diodo- 
rus and Thucydid^s, made rich prefents to this tem- 
pie ; but Virgil is not fatisfied with this ; he muft raife 
the piety of his hero ftill higher, and, in oppofition to 
all the hiftorians, makes JEneas the founder of the 
temple *. Its fame and glory continued to incre^fe 
for many ages ; and it was ftill held in greater vene- 
ration by the Romans, than it had been by the Greeks. 
Fazzello fays, and quotas the authority of Strabo, that 
feventeen cities of Sicily were laid under tribute, to 



• Tnm viclna aftris Erycino in vertice fedes 
Fiindatur Venerl Idaliae, tumiiloque facerdos 
Et lucus. late ^cer additur Anchifneo. 

raife 
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raife i fufficient revenue to fupport the dignity, and 
enormous* expences of this temple. Two hundred 
Soldiers were appointed for its guard, and the num<^ 
ber of its priefts, priefteffes, and liiinifters male and 
female, were incredible* 

: At certain feafons of the year, great numbei:s of 
pigeons, which were fuppofed to be the attendants of 
-Venus, ufed to. pafs betwixt Africa and Italy; and 
refting for fonie days on mount Eryx, and round thk 
temple, it was then imagined by the people that the 
goddefs herfdf was there in perfonj and on thefe 
occafions, he fays, they worfliipped her with all 
their might. —F-eft\vals were inftituted in honour of 
the deity, and the moll modeft woman was only 
looked upon as a prude, that refufed to comply with 
the rites. However, there were not many complaints 
of this kind ; and it has been alleged, that the 
ladies of Eryx were fometime^ feen looking out for 
the pigeons long before they arrived ; and that they 
^fed to fcatter peas about the temple to make them 
ftay as long as polfible. 

Venus was fucceeded in her poffeifion of Eryx 
by St. Juliano, who now "gives his name both to 
the city and mountain ; and indeed he has a very 
good title, for when the place was clofely befieged^ 
the Sicilians tell you, he appeared on the walls 
armed cap-a-pie, and frightened th^ enemy to fucH 
a degree> that they inftantly took to their heels, and 
left him ever jfince in quiet poffeflion of it. —It would 
have been long before Venus and her pigeons could 
have done as much for th^m. 

Many medals are found> in th^ neighbourhood, 
but tber^ is not the Jeaft veflige of this celebrated 

temple. 
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temple.— Some marbles with infcriptions ^d en- 
gravings that have been found deep belo\^ groimd 
are almoil the only remaining monuirtents of its 
ixiftence. Suetonius fays, that it had even fallen 
to ruins before the time of Tiberius ; but as Venus was 
"ihe favourite divinity of that emperor, he had ordered it 
to be magnificently repaired : however it is fomewhat 
difficult to reconcile this with^ Strabo*s account j who 
tells us, that even before his time it had been totally 
abandoned ; and indeed this feems mofl probable, 
as every veflige of it has now difappeared, which 
IS not commonly the cafe with the great Works of 
the age of Tiberius. 

-ffineas landed at the port of Drepanum, at the 
foot of this mountain. Here he loft his father An* 
chifes ; in honour of whom on his return from 
Carthage about a year after, he celebrated the games 
that make fo great a figure in the JEneid, which Vir- 
gil introduces with a good deal of addrefs as a com- 
pliment to the piety of Auguftus, who had iriftituted 
games of the fame kind in honour of Julius Caefar, 
his father by adoption. 

It is fingular, that VirgiPs account of this part of 
Sicily fhould be fo very different from that of Homer, 
when there was fo fhort a fpace, only a few months, 
between the times that their two heroes vifited it. — 
Indeed, Virgil feems to have followed the hiftorians, 
in his conduQ: of this part of his poem; more than 
the fentiments of Homer j who makes this very coun-r 
try where ^neas was fo hofpitably received, the ha- 
bitation of Polyphemus and the Cyclops, where Ulyflfes 
loft fo many of his companions, and himfelf made fo 
very narrow an efcape. The ifland of Licofia where he- 
moored 



SICILY AND MALTA. 333 

moored his fleet, lay very near the port of Drepanum, 
atad Homer defcribes the adventure of Polyphemus 
to have happened on the ihore of Sicily, bppofite to 
that ifland. Virgil has taken the liberty -to change 
the fcene .of adion, as he was bettei* acquainted both 
with the geography and hiftory of the country than 
Homer ; and perhaps with a good deal of propriety 
places it at the foot of mount ^tna. I am afraid 
there is not fo much propriety in his changing the 
zSdon itfelf, and tontradifting the account that 
Homer gives of it» For UlyfTes fays that Polyphemus 
devoured four of his companions ; but that he, by 
his addrefs, faved all the reft, and was himfelf the laft 
that efcaped out of the cave. Now Virgil makes 
Ulyflfes to have told a lie, for he affirms that he 
left Achemenides behind him ; and Achemenideit 
too gives a different account of this affair from 
UlyfTes : he afTures .^eas, that Polyphemus de- 
voured only two of his companions ; after which they 
put out his eye, (^acufo teJo) with a fhai-p weapon ; 
which rather gives the idea of a fpear or javelin, than 
that of a great beam of wood made red hot in the fire, 
as Homer defcribes it. But there are many fuch 
paffages. — Don*t you think they feem either to indi- 
cate a negligence in Virgil } or a want of deference for 
his mafler ; neither of which, I believe, he has ever 
been accufed of. 

The Sicilian authors are by no means pleaf^d with 
Virgil for making -^neas the founder of this temple 
of Venus Erecina* They will only allow that the 
colony which he was ofcliged to leave there, after 
the burning of his (hips, did, in honoui; of his 
mother Venu«, build the city of Eyrx around her 

8 . temple: 
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temple: but they all infift upon^it, th?it the t&n^h 
was built by Eyrx, or as they call him Erice, another 
fpn of Venus but much older than -ffineas ; the f^me 
that was found to be fo equal a match for Hercules, 
but was at laft killed by him, at a bo?dng match 
near the foot of this mountain. The fpot where this 
IS fuppofed to have happened, ftill retains the name of 
(// campa di Hercole) the field of Hercules. Through 
the whole fifth book of the :^neid this Eryx is ftyled 
the brother of iEneas j and in his account of the 
games, Virgil introduces thofe very gauntlets with 
which he fought with Hercules, (/« hoc ipfo littore) 
in this very field. The fight of which, from their 
enormous fize, aftoniflies the whole hoft, and fright- 
ens the champion Dares fo - much that he refufes 
tofi^ht. 

Adieu* The opera begins in two days ; after 
which, I think, we fhall loon take leave of Sicily. 

Ever yours. 



LETTER XXXIL 



Palermo, July 2 1 ft. 

T7ESTERPAY we walked up to .the Monte Pe- 
legrino to pay our refpefts to St.'RofoIia, and 
thank her for the variety of entertainment ibe has 
afforded us. It is one of the moft fatigifing expe- 
ditions I ever made in my life. The mountain is 
extremely high, and fb uncommonly fte^, that the 
road up to it is very properly termed la Sca/a^ or 

the 
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the iStair: before the difcovery of St Rofolia, it 
was looked upon as almoft inacceffible, but they have 
now at a vaft expence cut out a; road, ovpr pre- 
cipices that were almoft perpendicular. We found 
the faint lying in her grotto, in the very fame attitudp 
in which fhe is faid to have been difcovered; her 
head reclining gently upon her hand, and a crucifix 
before her. ^ This is a ftatue of the fineft white 
marble, and of moft exquifite workraanfhip. It is 
placed in the inner part of the cavern, on the very 
lame fpot where St. Rofolia expired. It is the figure 
of a lovely young girl of about fifteen, in an ad: of 
devotion. The artift has found jneans to throw 
fomething that is extremely touching, into the coun- 
tenance and air of this beautiful ftatue. I never in 
my life faw one that affefted me f o much, and am not 
furprifed that it (hould have captivated the heart§ of 
the people. It is covered with a robe of beaten 
gold, and is adorned with fome valuable jewels. The 
cave is of a confiderable extent, and extremely damp, 
fo that the poor little faint muft have had very cold 
uncomfortable quarters. They have built a church 
around it ; and appointed priefts to watch over thefe - 
precious relics, and receive the offerings of pilgrims 
that vifit them. ^ 

An infcription graved by the hand of St. Rofolia 
herfelf, was found in a cave in mount Quefquina, at 
a confiderable diftance from this mountain. It is 
faid that Ihe was difturbed in her retreat there, and 
had wandered from thence to mount Pelegrinp, as. a 
more retired and inacceffible place. I fball copy it 
exaaiy,- as it is preferved in the poor little faint's 
pwn Latin. 

EGO 
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EGO ROSOLIA 
SINIBALDI CLUISQJjn 

N£ ET ROSARUM 

DOMINI FILIA AMORH 

DEI MET JESU 

C H R I S T I 

IN HOC 

ANTRO HABITA. 

Rl DECREVI. 

After St. Rofolia was feared from the cave whem 
this infcription was founds fhe was never more heard 
of, till her bones were found about five hundred 
years after in this fpot. ' 

, The profpeft from the top of mount Pelegrino 
is beautiful and extenfive. Moft of the Lipari iflands 
are difcovered in a very clear day, and likewife a 
large portion of mount -ffitna, although at the 
diftance of almoft the whole length of Sicily. The 
Bagaria too, and the Colle, covered over with a 
number of fine country-houfes and gardens make a 
beautiful appearance. The city of Palermo ftands within 
lefs than two miles of the foot of the mountain, and is 
feen to great advantage* Many people went to this 
mountain during the time of the great illumination, 
from whence they pretend it has a fine effeft : but 
this unfortunately we negleded. 

Near the middle of the mountain'j and not far 
from its fummit, there ftill appear fome remains of 
a celebrated caftle, the origin of which the Sicilian 
authors carry back to the moft remote antiquity. Maffa 
fays, it is fuppofed to have been built in the reign of 
Saturn immediately after the flood ; for in the time 
of the earlieft Carthagini^in warp, it was already 
much refpefted on account of its venerable antiquity. 

—It 
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*-It was then a place of ftrength, andis^fie».men-, 
tioned by the Greek hiftorians. Diodoriis" fay^, ia, , 
his twenty-third book, that Hamiicar kept4)Qffeffion*' 
of it for three years, againft all the power of the Ro- 
mans, who with an army of forty thoufand men.at-, 
tempted in vain to dillodge him. 

The fituation of Palermo is feen, I think, to mprej 
advantage from the monte Pelegrino than from any 
where elfe. This beautiful city ftands near the ex-^, 
tremity of a kind of natural amphitheatre, formed by 
high and rocky mountains j but the country that 
lies betwixt the city 'and thefe mountains, is one of 
the richeft and mod beautiful fpots in the world. 
The whole appeai:s a magnificent garden, ^l^^d with 
fruit-trees of every fpecies, and watered . by clear, 
fountains and rivulets, that form a variety of windings 
through this delightful plain,— From the .fingujarity; 
of this fituation, as well as from the richnefs of; the, 
foil, Palermo has had many flattering epitbets.be-. 
flowed upon it ; particularly by the poets, who Ij^ve- 
denominated it Conca cT oro^ The Golden SheS,* which 
is at once expreffive both of its fituation ond ridh<^efs«. 
It has likewife been ftyled Aured Valky Hvrfus SiciHai 
^c. and to include all thefe tcg^th^^ th^/lafling 
term of Felix hjs been added to r its name, by 
which you - will find it diflinguifhed^ evdn ; in the 
maps. 

Maqy of the etymologifts allege, that it is from 
the richnefs of this valley that it had its original name 
of Panormusj Vhich, in the old Greek language,^ 
thoy pretend, fignified All a garden : but others fay 
there is nooccafion foritraining fignificadbas, and 
afferti^ with more appearance of plaufibility, that i( 

Z was 
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V9S taShi Pan^&rmta^ from the fisseand ctmvemencj 
eMts har)>OT2r5; one of which is recorded andentlf 
to have extended into the very centre cf the city^ 
And this is the account Diodwu^ giv^ of it ; it was 
eaHed Fanormns, £iys he, becaafe ks harbour even 
penetrated to the very innermoft parts of the dty. 
Fmonnus in the Gre^ hmgnage figmfying All a 
port. And Proeopios, m his biftoty of the wars of 
the Goths, aifares us, that m the time of Befi- 
ikrius^ &e port was deep enongl^ lor that ge- 
neral to run his flrips np to the v^y wrffe of the city, 
and ^e the affanh^ finom them. It is nor now fb 
wdt entitled to this name » k was formerly^ Thefe 
harbours haTe been aJmo& entirety deftroyed and 
flBed upr; mdl {nrobably, I dtint, by the violent 
torrents from the mbtmtains that furronn^ it; which 
arie recorded fometimes to have laid wafte,great part 
of the city. FazzeBo fpeaks of anr intmdatbn of 
which he waa an eye^witneisv ^^ came down ftcm 
themeuntams with foch ftiry, that they thoughc the 
etty woidd ha«e been en^ely fwept sway^ He feys, it 
hOftt dbMi the watt near t& the ropt> pafaiee^ aad b^re 
away every thbg that oppd^d k» paffage j churdiesr 
convents, hoi^^ to t^ nunri>er ef two* thottfadd,. 
and diowned upwardly of t^ree Aoufand peeiple^— * 
Now the ferments and rains carried to the fest by 
fuch a torrent alone, would be fufficient to fflp up » 
ilide h»bour, fe that viie are not to be fwj^d^ ijiat 
Aefexapacfoos ports, for whfeh^ ilf had bee» fe nmcb 
fefebtaied, no longer exiA?. ' 

NiKKl^ to Chamefena, I%ltmo^ is genersKy fii^^ 
te b^ Hie jbhM ancient city in the iffa^d. Ibdeed, 
ibere ftitt nman fome monttmentB that earry^bsck 

its 
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its 6ri^ to the times of th^ mc^ rcfntote aiidqukyHr 
A bifiiop of Lucera has t^ntote oii thi6 ful^^d. He » 
clearly of opinion^ that Palermo was founded in the 
days of the firft patriarchs. You will laugh at this ^ 
— ^fo did I; — ^but the bifliop does not go to work 
(ipon coaj^&iire only : he fup{>otts his opinion with 
fuch proofe as^ I owfl to you, ftaggered me a good 
deah ; A Chaldean infcription was difcovered abou€ 
fix hundred years ago, on a block of white marble i 
it Was in the reigit of William II. who ordered it ta 
be tranflated into Latin and Italian^ The biihop fays^ 
there are many fragments in Palermo with broken 
infcriptions iii this language ; and feems to think it 
beyond a doubt, that the city was founded by tha 
'Chaldeans, in the very early ages of the world. This 
is the literal tranflation ; — — " During the time that 
** Ifaac, the fon of Abraham, reigned in the valley of 
*^ Damafcns, and £fau^ the fon of Ifaac in Idumea, a 
** great ftiukitude of Hebrews, accompanied by many 
^* of the people of Damafcus, and many Phoenicians^ 
^^ coming into this triangular ifland, took up their 
*^ habitation in this moil beautiful place, to which 
** they gave the name of Panormus.'V 

The biihop tranilates another Chaldean infcription^ 
which is indeed a great curiofity. It is ftill preferved, 
though not with th^ care that h valuable a monu* 
malt of antiquity deferves^ It is placed over one of 
the old gates of the city, and when that gate falls to 
ruin, k will prpbaWy be for ever loft. The tranflation 
is in Latin, but I (hall give k you in Englifh-.-— « The» 
^ is no cyth«r God but Otiie God. There is no other 
*' power but this fame God. There is no other 
*^ eoB^ieroif but this God whom we ador9. The^comt' 

Z 2 ^ « mander 
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*^ mander of this tower is Saphu, the fon of Eliphar, 
*» fon of Efaii, brother of Jacob, fon of Ifaac, foiv 
^* of Abraham. The name of the tower is Baych, 
•* a/id the name of the' neighbouring tower is 
« Pharat/' 

Thefe two inferiptions feena to reflefl: a mutual 
light upon each other. Fazzello has preferved them 
bothj and remarks upon this laft, that it appears 
evidently from it, that the tower of Baych was built 
antecedent to the time of Saphu, (or, as we tranflate 
it, Zephu) who is only mentioned as commander of 
the tower, but not as its founder. 

Part of the ruins of this tower flill remam, and 
many more Chaldean inferiptions have been found 
amongft them, but fo broken and mangled^ that little 
could be made of them. Fazzello is in great indig* 
nation at fome mafons he found demolifhing thefe 
precious relics, and complains bitterly ci it to the 
fenate, whom he with juftice upbraids for their neg- 
ligence and indifference. 

Converfing on this fubjeft t'otier night with a 
gentleman who is well verfed in the antiquities of 
this place, I took the liberty of objeding to the 
Greek - etymology, Pan-ormus, iv appearing exr 
tremdy abfurd to give a Greek name to the city long 
before the exiftence of the Greek nation: I added, 
that I was a good deal furprifed Fazzello had not 
attempted to account for this feeming abfurdity. He 
allowed the apparent validity of the objeSion, and 
blamed Fazzello for his negligence ; but aflured me, 
that Pan-ormus, or fomething very nearly of the 
fame found, fignified in the Chaldean language, and 
like wife in the Hebrew, a paradife, or delicious gar^ 

den; 
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den ; and that the Gredcs probably finding it fo ap- 
plicable, never jhought of changmg its name. This 
I wasiti no capacity to cQntradi£t.^^He added too, 
that Pan-ormus was^likewife an A^hic word, and fig- 
nified This water; which probably was the reafon 
that the Saracens did not change its nam^, as^they hive 
done that of .almoft every thing elfe ; as this is as ap- 
plicable and as expreifive of the fdtaadon of Palermo, 
,as any of the other etymologies j it being farrouhded 
on aU fides with beautiful fountains of the pureft 
water, the .natvr4 confequence of the^yicinity of the 
mountains. 

Pray (hew thfe letter to x>ur Itiend Mr. Crofts,- and 
defire hj^ fendments on thefe etymologies and and- 
quides. Tell him I have not forgot his commiilion,- 
and (hall procure him all the oldeft andihoft unin* 
telligible iKDoks in Pajermp ; but I mud beg^ for the 
repofe and tranquillity of ^niankuid, that he will not 
repubfliih them. < On thefe conditions, l fepd him a 
moft valuable fragment : it is part of a Chaldean 
infcription that has b^en exa£% copied from a block 
of white marble found in the ruins of the tower 
Baych.— I own I ihould like much to fee it tranflated : 
the people here have, as yet made nothing of it : and 
we were in no capacity to aflift them. 
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On. copfulting the i^Ie, I find^ that ia our tranf* 
lation this; ip(x^ of ££au i^ called Elipbaz^ axid Elipbaz's 
fop, Mrho .w^ captam. of this tower^ Zepho* The 
variation of the names you fee i3 b:ut tricing* It is 
not improbable that the other tower, Pharatt by a 
fmaU variation of the lame jkind, has be^ nanied from 
their coulln, Pharez, th^foo of Judajbt, vh9 p>t the 
ftart of his brother iZaral^ Ypu wi^ fipd the ftory at 
4h6 end of the thirty^dghtb ^chapter of Oenefisu Th6 
thirty-ft^yenth chapter will .^ve you fome nccount of 
filiphar andJSaphu; but I can. find no etymology d^t 
the name pf the tower Baych. I dare iay Mn Crofts 
can tell you what it means«i-~-Pharez £giiifies a, 
breach; a <fery inauIiHcious name one would think 
£or a ;towen Adieu« The weather has become ea^ 
ceedmg hot. The thermometer is at 8o«^ 



Ever yours. 
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IJL, V Palcrrfio, July H*** 

W the cqurfe of t)ur acquaintance with fome gentle- 
men of fenfe and <d)fervatiiQn in this place^ we have 
leamol many things concerning the iihnd, that per- 
haps may be worthy of your attention ; and as this day 
is fo hot that T cannot go out, I fiiall endeavour to 
reqoHeiS^fome of them^ both ^r your amufement and 
my^wn.^ The thenttoiheter is up at^ 8if.—- So you 
may judge of the fituation of our northern con- 
ititutions. 

There is one thing, however, that I- have always 
"obferved in jhefe fouthem climates; diat although 
thQ degree of heat is much greater than with us, yet 
it is not commonly attended with that weight and 
'oppreflion of Iphits thjit generally accompany our 
Tultry days in fummcr.— I am fure, that in fuch a 
day as this, in England, we flioukl be panting for 
breath ;'tmd n6 mortal would think either of reading 
or writing.-^That is not the cafe here ; I never was 
ih better i^irits in my life ; Indeed I believe die quan* 
titles of ice we eat may contribute a good deal to- 
wards it ; for I find, that in a very violent heat, there 
is no fuch cordial to the fpirit$ as ice, or a draught 
of ice-water : it is not only from the cold it commu- 
nicates, but, like the cold bath, from the fudden* 
nefs of that communication^ it braces the ftomacb, 
and gives a new tone to the fibres.— It is ftraiige that 
this piece of luxury (in my opinion the greateft of 
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an, and perhaps the only healthy one) fliould ftill be 
fo much negleded with us. ' 

I knew an Englilh lady at Mce, who, in a fliort 
time, was cured of a^ threatening confumption, only 
by a free indulgence in the ufe of ices ; arid I am 
perfaaded, that in ikilful hand$> few remedies would 
be more eflfedual in many of our ftomach and inflam* 
matory complaints, as hardly any thing has a ftronger 
or more immediate effe£l upon the wh6le frame ; and 
furely our adminiftering of warm drinks and potions 
in thefe complamts, tend often to nourifli the cfifeafe; 
^^Itis the common praftice here, in inflammatory 
fevers, to give quantities of ice-water to drink ;iiayv 
fo £u: have they carried it^ that Dr. Sanghes, a cele^ 
brated Sicilian phyfidsm, covered over the breaft and 
belly of his patients with fnow or ice; and they 
^ure us, in many cafes, with great fuccels.— -But; 
indeed, I ought in juftice to add, that this pbyfioian^s 
practice has not been generally adopted. 

Perhaps it is from the prefenti>enefit I find, irom 
ke, that I have faid fo much in favour of it ;. for l^ 
am fully perfuaded, that if I had not a quantity of it 
(landing here below the table, I fhould very foon be 
obliged to give up writing, and go to bed ; but when- 
ever I begin to flag, another glafs is fure to fet me to 
rights again. 

I was going to give you fome account of the fifhe- 
ries of this ifland. 

The catchkig of the tunny^fHh conftitutes one of 
the prindpal Sicilian amufements during the fummer 
months ; and the curing and fending thorn to foreign 
markets makes one of the greated branches of their 
commerce.— -We were invited yefterday by the Prince 

Sperlinga 
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dfe^Jmg^to ^ party of tuimy'ffiiliing ; l>ut fbe ?ip|enoe 
of the heat prevanted it» 

Th^^ fiib donotoialiie their ^ipe^rasce Im the 
SiciUsu?^ fej^-tUl tqwar<;j|s j^e JbE^ter, end lof M»y } at 
w^hiq^ilHpe, ffee T^wiftirw, jks.t^ey tcjill riieta^ are pre» 
pve4 ^ tl^ fj^p^w* Thl9 is a kind of zq^asL^ 
tic q^Ifufpmi^^ j»t a g^eat e«pettce, of^lroiig nets^ 
^eii«4 M> the >Htom pf tbip fea l^y a»€hor» and 

. T<b^e tofutaros are exeded m the pft&gesamoitgfi: 
^jf^liM and iltan^ that am moit.frequcntedby the 
<m»iy^^&* .They take eare to fimt up with nets the 
ffllaryimtatbefe pofiages^iallbut ow fittle opening^ 
wlikhki^ called die outward gate of the tonnaro. Ttus 
leadsioito the fxrft apartment, or^ as tMy call it, the 
KaK» ; M fpon as the fiih have g4)t mtq the hall^^ the 
lUhermm, who Ibmd fiantry in th^r boats during the 
teaAoij fitutth^ outer door, which is i^ more than 
letting down a fiafiaU piece of net, vAkkh eflfeQually 
prevents the tuimy from retumiiiig by the way diey 
came* They then open the inner door of the hall, 
which leads to the fecoi^ apaitmentj which they call 
the antichamber, and» by making a noife on the fnr- 
hee of the water, they foon drive the tunny-filh into 
k^ As foon as the whole have got into-the anticham- 
ber, the inner door of the hall is again (hut, and the 
^nter'door is opaied for the neceptioii o( more com- 
pany. 

Some tonnaros have a great number of apartments, 
with different names to them all j the falopn, the par- 
lour, the dining*room, &c« ; but the lafl apartment 
is always ftyled la Camera delta Morfe^ The chamber 
of Death : this ts compofed of ftronger ni^s and hea- 

iFier ai^hors than the others. 

As 



As foon 13 th(^ hvfe wA^^^ ^ AifSci«ifc.fiambQr of 
tiHiiay-fi(h» rfify aw driven from all thfe jothrt tjaitr 
m^^tP intq the chsimber of death ; v/bm die flaiightfr 
bfigms, Th^ fUherme)^j»64 oftfi^ the gcae^ 
armed with a kind of {pe^ or harpoon, :attatck die 
pi^r d^enoslefs animals on all fides ; which now 
giving thetafelveB up to defpair, 4&ih ^bont with gwat 
force ?nd agility, throwing the water ewer all the 
boi^ts ; and tearing the n^ts to pieces, they^often khoclt 
put AiSr brains agiqbA the rocks or anchors, and 
fomedbnes even agatnft the bo^tts of their ^itemie^. 
You fee there is nothing viei^^ generous or md^j 
in this fport.—- The taking of the P^ee Spadaj or 
fword<^ftfl), is a much moire noble diverfion: no iait is 
nade ufe of to enlnare him; but \Hth'a fmall har- 
]>bon, fixed to i long line, they attack him in the open 
feas, and will often ftrike him at a very confiderable 
^ftatice. It is exaftly the whak^^flung in miniature* 
The Sicilian fiihermen (who are abundantly fuperfti* 
t}Ou&) hiav6 a Greek fentaice which they make ufe of 
as i| charm to bring him near their boats. This is 
4he only bait they ufe, and they pretend that it is of 
wondeifui efficacy, and abfolutely obliges hhn to fol- 
low then) } but if unfortunately he ihould oi^eriiear 
them i)>eak a word of Italian, he plunges uAder wa- 
ter immediately, and will appear no more* 

As thefe fifli are commonly of a great fiise ftnd 
ftrength, they will fopietimes run for hours aft^the^N 
^re ftruck, and afford excellent fport.*^ have fiedl 
them with a IWord four or five feet long, which gives 
thevp a formidable appearance in the water, particulsiifx. 
}y aft^ they are wounded, llie flefli of thefe animals 
is excellent ; it is more like beef than fift, and the 
common way of dreiling it is in (leaks. 

The 
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: The fiftihg of the Pejce '^pada is mod cotifiderable 
in the fea of Meflina, where they have likewife great 
^anthies dP eels, particularly the Morena^ fo ihiieh 
/sfteaned sftnongfl: the Romaas, which I think is in* 
deed the iineft fifh I evi^ eat. 

But it ia not only their large fiih that they firike 
with harpoons } they have the fame method of taking 
jnuUett dories^ a kind of inadcarel^ and many other 
Qsteciesi;. hut. this is always performed in the night» 
iViS fgon as it is dark^ two men get into a fmall boat ; 
.one of ihefti holds a lighted torch over the furface df 
the ixKater , the other ftands with his harpoon ready 
poized in his hand. The li^t of the torch foon 
brings ther fiih to the far&ce, when the harpooner 
immediately ftrikes them. I have feen great quanti- 
ties killed in. this manner, both here and at Naples. 
A large fleet of boats employed in this kind of fifhing 
make a beautiful appearance on the water^ in a fine 
iummer night. 

The coral fHhery is chiefly pra£l:ifed at Trepani : 
they have invented a machine there, which a&fwers 
the purpofe much beyond their expeftations« This is 
.only a great crofs of wood, to the centre of which is 
fixed a heavy hard flone, capable of carrying the crofe 
to the bottom. Pieces of fmall net are tied to each 
limb of the crofs, which is poized horizontally by a 
rope, and let down into the water. As foon as they 
feel it touch the bottom, the rope is tnade fail to the 
boat. They then row about all over the coral beds ; 
The confi;quence of which is, the great IVone breaks 
off the coral from the rocks, and it is immediately en- 
taingied in the nets.»-i5ince this invention the coral 
liihery has turned out to confiderable account* 

The 



The people of Trepani are efteemed tiie mctft ki; 
genious of the iflandj they are the authors of maoy 
ufefiil avd ornamental inventions. An ardft thei;^ 
has lately difcovered a nfiethod of making Caiaeios^ 
xvhich are a perfed ijnitiition;of the andent ones en- 
graved on the onyx. iThey are done on a kind of 
hard fhell from paftesof the heft antiqueSy and fo 
admirably executed, that it is often difficult to dif- 
tio^ih the ancient from the modem. Thefe fet 
in gold, are generally worn as bracelets, and are 
at prefent in high efUmation amongft the ladies of 
quality here. Mrs. Hamilton * procured a pair of ^ 
them laft year, and carried them to Naples, where 
they have been much admired. Commiffions were 
immediately fent over, and the man has now tugre 
bufinefs than he can manage ; however, we have 
been fortunate enough to procure a few pairs of them 
fDr our friends. I have feen cameios that have coft* 
two hundred guineas, that could fcarce be difUnguiih* 
cd from one of thefe. 

The difficulties under which the poop Sidlian^ ku 
hour, from the extreme oppreffion of their govern- 
ment, o|[>liges them fometimes to invent branches of 
commerce that nature feems to have denied them, as 
they are not allowed to enjoy thofe Ihe has beftowed< 
^-^The fugar*cane was very much. cultivated in this 
iiland, but the duties impofed w^re fo enormous^ that 
it has been almoft abandoned. — But their crops of 
wheat alone, were they under a free government, 
would foon be fufficient to render this little nation , 
one of the richefl: and moft flouriihing in the world ; 
for even in the wretched (late of cultivation it is in at 

* Now Lady Hamilton. 
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pfdkflfi Ma good 6rop9 I am told, is fufficiftiit to 
nai^Xdin the iflaoid £}r feven years. Yoo ^11 he a 
good d«at furpfifedy after this, to hear that the e^cpof^ 
tt^ of thte commodicy l»a been prohibited fof 
thde fei^xtd ytars puft ; at )eaft to all fuch ^ ar« 
jM)t abte fo pay m<A eicorbitintly for that privilege* 
Hie ^onf«^mflca k diat com has becotn^ a drug* 
The common price of the falma, which is two loads^ 
W^ abbut thirty-*one (hilHngs ; at prefent it is redaced 
to fife fliiUings andihc^pence, and there is a proba^ 
bility that it will ftill fall lower. 

This crc^p^ which has been very abundant, I am 
told, in mftny places they have hardly been at the 
paina to gather in, as thei-e is lif!tle probability df this 
cm^ prohibition being rtmoved^ The £urmers are 
already ruined, and the ruin of their Ihaftefs liluft in« 
eritably follow* This is the method the suiiiftry of 
Kaplesy or rather that of Spain^ hai taken to humble 
the pride of the Sicilian barons, whofe power they 
pretend is ftill very exten^ve, aiid their jurifdidiOn 
abfoiote i moft of them pofieffiiig a right ci life and 
death in their own domain. However^ there id a pio« 
bability that they will focn be oUiged to reMnqwih 
ibeir privileges.^ The complaint is tsniverfal, and if 
the ndniftry prefevere in thefe rigorous meafures, 
there moft either be a revolt, or they muft foon bf 
reduced to a ftatct of povetty as well a^ Of fetvknd^* 
t beH^e indeed xaoOl of them would r^4ily imbi^ctf 
any ptaufible fcheme, to fliake off tfaehr yoke ; as in 
gexieral they appear to be people of great fenfibility^ 
with high notions of hohour and liberty. 

Talkkg of the natural riches of dieir iflahd,«^Yes, 
fay they, if thefe were difplayed,. you would have rea- 

fon 



ilCJiLV AK0 UAhtA. $it 

fen Indeed ta fpeak of them* Take a look of thefe 
mountsans,— -thej^ dontaiti rkh ireiM of every metal^ 
itbd many of the Roman ttnues ftiH remain $->^biif td 
what end ffiouM "HFe escplore them f*-^ It is not we 
that fhoald reap the pnofit.— Nay, a difcovery of any 
thing rery rich tmght poflibly ptote the win cfits p6f- 
fetfor. — ^No, — mourprefent (itaafion the hidden trea- 
fures of the ifland ffluft ever remain a profoimd fe-* 
cret. — ^Were we happy enough to enjoy the bleifings 
of your conftkntfen, yon might cHl us rieh indeed. 
Many hiddeii doors of opulence would then be opened, 
which now are not even thought of, and we fiiduld 
foon re-affume our ancient name and codeqtrence; 
but at prefent we are nothing* 

This is the language that fome of the fnft people 
aniongft them hoFd with us. However, they ftill 
boafl that they retain more of the feudd gdvemttienf 
fhan any nation in Europe. Th^ ihadow indeed re- 
mains, but the fubftance is gone long agd. It ha^ 
long been the objeft of the Bourban miniftryto re- 
duce the power of the barons iii every kingdom. 
Richlieu began tbe fyftem in France,' and it has ever 
fince been profecuted by his fucceffors ; its inftuence 
has now fpread over the whole of their pofleffions in 
Europe ; of which, as this is the mod: remote, it has 
likewife been the longeft in reaching it. 

Ttiefoundation of the feudal fyftem was firft laid! 
here by the count Rugiero, about the middle of the 
eleventh* century, immediately after he had driven 
the Saracens out of the ifland. He divided Sicily into 
three parts ; the firft, by confent of his army, was 
given to the church ; the fecond he beftgwed upon 
^i$ officers, and the thh'd he refervedfbr himfelf; 
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Of thefe three branches, or as they call them Bracchi 
(arms), he compofed his parliament, the form of 
which remains the fame to this day. The Braccio 
Militare is compofed of all the barons of the king- 
dom, to the number of two himdred and fifty-one^ 
who are ftill obliged to military fervice : their diief is 
the prince Butero, who is hereditary prefident of the 
parlkiment : for in conformity to the genius of the 
feudal government fome of the great offices are ftill 
hereditary. The thrqe archbiihops, all the bifhops^ 
abbes, priors, and dignified clergy, amounting to 
near feventy, form the Braccio Ecclejiajiico : The 
archbifhop of Palermo is their chief. The Braccio 
Demaniale is formed by eleftion, like our houfe of 
commons : there are forty-three royal cities, flyled 
Demaruale^ that have a right to eled members. Every 
houfeholder had a vote in this ele£don« Their chie^ 
is the member for Palermo; who is likewife praetor 
(or mayor of the city). He is an oflBicer of the 
higheft rank, and his power is very extenfive ; in- 
ferior only to that of the viceroy ; in whofe abfence, 
the greateft part of the authority devolves upon him^ 
He has a company of grenadiers for his body*guard ; 
and receives the title of excellency. 

The praetor, together with fix fenators, who are 
flyled patricians, have the management of the civil 
government of the city. He is appointed every y^ar, 
oy the king, or by the viceroy, which is the fame 
thing ; for I don*t find that the people any longer 
exercife even the form of giving their votes : fo 
that the very fhadow of liberty has now difappeared 
as well as the fubflance. — ^You may judge of the 
lituation of liberty in a kingdoip, where all courts 

civil 
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Civil and criminal are appointed by regal authority, 
and where all offices are conferred only by the will 
of the fovereign, and depend entirely xipon his 
caprice. 

I own I f(*l moft fincerely for the Sicilians, who, I 
think, are poffeffed of many admirably qualities. But 
the fpirit of every nation muft infallibly fink, under 
an oppreffive and tyrannical government.— Their fpirit 
however has in a great meafure kept them free from 
one branch of tyranny, the moft dreadful of all, that 
of the inquifition. The kings of Spain wanted to 
eftablifh it in its full force ; but the barons, ac- 
cuftomed to exercife defpotic government themfelves, 
could not bear the thoughts of becoming flaves to a 
fet, of ignorant Spanifh priefts : and, T believe, they 
took the only way that was left to avoid it. , Every 
inquifitor that pretended to more zeal than they 
thought became him, was immediately affaffinated ; 
particularly if he prefumed to interfere with the con- 
duft or fentiments of the nobility* This foon took 
off the edge of their zeal, and reduced the holy office 
to a becoming moderation. However, they are ex- 
tremely circumfpeft in their converfation about reli- 
gious matters ; and generally advife ftrangers to be 
on their guard, as the power of the inquifition, al- 
thpugh confiderably reduced, is by no means an- 
nihilated. 

The laws of Sicily are fcattered in a great number 
of volumes ; thefe the king of Sardinia intended to 
abridge, and coUedt into one co^e, but unfortunately 
he was not long enough in poffeffion of the ifland, 
to accomplilh this ufeftil work. — But where there 
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is ah authority ifcove afl laws, laWs fan bi but of 
little fervice. 

The power of the viceroy is very abfolute; he 
has not only the command of all the military force iii 
the kingdom, but likewife prefldes with unbounded 
, authority in dll civil tribunals ; and as he is alfo in- 
vefted with the legantine power, his fway is equally 
great in religious matters. 

He has the right of nominating td all the great 
offices in the kingdom ; and confirming of all dig- 
nities, both civil and ecclefiaftical. 

In vifiting the prifons, a ceremony ^hith he per- 
forms with great pomp twice a year, he has the 
power of liberating whatever prifoners he pleafes; 
of reducing or altering their fentences, their crimes 
and accufations having firft been read over to him. 
Indeed, that there may be fome appearance of a re- 
gard to law and juftice, his counfellor always attends 
him on thefe occafions, to mark out the limits of 
the law.-^This is an officer of Very high rank, ap- 
pointed to affift the viceroy in his decifions, where 
the cafe may appear intricate or dubious ; and always 
is, or ought to be, one of the ableft lawyers in the 
ifland. For the moft part, this office has been given 
to ftrangers, who are fuppofed to have no kindred 
or particular cohnexions here, that in givmg their 
judgment they may be free from all prejudice and 
partiality. He has free admittance into all courts 
and tribunals, that he may be the better etiabled to 
give the viceroy an account of their proceedings. 

The whole military force of Sicily amounts at pre- 
fent, from what I can learn, to 9500 men, about 
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ii^ of wfabh are cavalry. •. Many of tlveif. ci^ w^ 
fortreflfes Mrould require.^ ^ery nvmerous •g^n;ifoij 
to defead them j particularly lyicifiii?, Syracufe^ ai^^ 
Palenno; )aut. indeed th^ ftate 0/ theiy fortjficat|9»s^ 
as weJl as tjiat of their artillery,^ i$ fucb^ t^i^^t (j^yeqi 
if they werie indiaed) tfeey cojild make ^hut ,a finall 
i^fence* 

If this ifland -werie ipi the hapds of ^ nav^ power, 
I think it is evifient^ that it. mud coaunand the whol^ 
Levant trade ;— -there arp feyexal little porte at each 
end of ^t, beiid^ the gre^it pnes of Trapani, Syracufe? 
aiui J^effina^ which Ue pretty near the thre^e angles 
of the triangle. Whatever &ips had pafled either of 
thefej the others could be apprised of in the fpace 
of iftlf ^n flour, by means of fignal towers, which 
the SiciJljaQjS haye ereffeed all arou;id thdr iiland t9 
ivam them againft fuddea inval^ons from the jBarbj^y 
fide. Thefe towen ^re built on every little prp^onr 
Jjory, wkhin fight of ead;L other. Fires are ^ways 
kept ready Sor lighting, and a perfon is appointed 
CO watch at each .of Dbem, fo that the whole ijflan^ 
can be alarso^s they siiTiiire us, in the fpace x>f au 
hour. 

By the bye, we have been witpefs here of a prac- 
tice, that appears to be a very iniquitous one, and 
in the end, I (hould think, muft prove the deftruftion 
of our Mediterranean trade. Several fhips have put 
in at this port with Engliih colours, but to our 
furprife not one Englifliman on board. Thefe, I 
find, they call Bandiere men ; — perhaps it is a known 
pradice, although, I own, I was an utter ftranger to 
it. They are very numerous in thefe feas, and 
carry on a confiderable trade through the whole of 
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{he MeSditferraneari, to the great detriment of Cf^r 
own fhips. Moft of them belong 'to GMoa and 
Sicily, though they pafs under the name of Mi- 
norquins. They * purchafe Mediterranean paflports, 
I am told, from fome of the governors of our gar- 
riforisj^which entitles them, during the term fpecified 
in thefe. paffports, to trade under Englilh colours. 
I am afiured that the number of thefe Bandiere men 
amounts to fome hundreds. They have often one 
or two Englifh failors on board ; or at leaft fome 
perfon that fpeaks the language, to anfwer when 
they are challenged. Pray can. you tell me, if this 
praftice is known in England ? 

Adieu.. The heat has become intolerable, and I 
am. able to write no more ; —however, I fhould not 
have given it up yet, but my ice is all melted, and 
I have not the confcience to fend out a fervant for 
more: T dare fay, you are very glad of it, and 
.wifhed it had been melted long ago*. If this con- 
tinues, I believe we ourfelves Ihall be melted. The 
thermometer is above eighty -two, and the heat ftill 
feemstp increafe.— The fea has even become^ too hot 
for bathing ; and it does not at all refrefh us now as 
it did formerly. 

Farewell. 
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LETTER XXXiy. 



Palermo, July 26th. 
'^I^X^E have now got every thing ready for our de- 
parturej and if the wind continues favourable, 
this is probjibly the laft letter I fliall write you from 
Sicily. However, I had ftill a great deal more to 
fay, both of the Sicilians and their ifland, and fhall 
leave them, I affure you, with a good deal of re- 
gret. 

Two chebecks failed this morning for Naples. 
We had the oflFer of a paflage ; but had already en- 
gaged a little vefTel for ourfelve§. — A young noble- 
man, the marquis of — — , was (hipped off in one of 
them, \^th orders never morie to fet his foot in 
Palermo. Indeed we are much furprifed that his 
fentence is fo mild, as he has been guilty of a crime 
which in catholic countries is generally puniflied with 
thegreateft rigour;— no lefe than the debauching a 
nun. — He met with the young lady at a bathing-place, 
about thirty miles from this, where (he had been 
fent from her convent for the recovery of her health ; 
her mother was along .with her, biit as the two young 
people wer^ firft coufms, and had lived together 
like brother and filler, the old lady thought there, 
could be no rilk in allowing them their wonted fa- 
miliarity. 

The nun foon recovered her health, grew fat, and 
returned to her convent. This is about fix or feven 
months ago j and it is only a few days fince the fatal 

Aa 3 • difcovery 
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difcovery was made; but alas, it would conceal 
no longer. He is banifhed Sicily for life; and 
his eftate, or the greateft part of it, is confifcated. 
He may think himfelf happy they have treated him 
with fo much lenity: Had his jury been compofed 
of priefts and cohfeffors, he miift have di^d, without 
benefit of clergy ; for this is the firft mortal fin, 
for which there is neither atdnement ii^r abfblution ; 
---" to lie with a nun, and yet not be in prders." 

The ptmifhment of the poor unfortunate girl is not 
yet determined ; however, I am told, it will be a 
terrible one : probably ccmfinement in a dunge6n for 
feven or eight years, without any company but a Ikull 
and a crucifix ; and to live all that time ujjoii bread 
ind water. I faw it nun, at Portallegre in Portugal, 
that had fuflfered this very punifliment for the feme 
crime. 

This ftory ha$ b^n kept a profound fecret, and 
if we had not been on a v«ry intimate footing with 
fome people here, we never (hould have h&rd of 
it. 

The Sicilians ftill retaiti fohie of the Spanifli 
cuftoms, though nothing of their gravity nor tacitur- 
nity : the younger fons of the nobility arfe ftyted 
Don by thar chrifteiied names, and the 'daughters 
Donna ; like our appellation of lord and lady to the 
fons and daughters, of dukes. The eldeft fon has 
cbmmonly the title of count or niarquis, but they 
are hot all counts as in France and Germany, where 
I have feen fix counts in one houfe, and very near 
twice the number of barons in another. 

One of the moft common titles here, as well as at 
Naples, is that of Prince j and although thdc were 

on|y 
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only created by Philip IL of Spain, they take rank 
of ^U the pther nobility, fome of >yhora, particularly 
the counts, carry their origin as f^ back as the time 
of the Normans, and look with great contempt on 
thefe upftart Princes. The dukes and marquifles 
are not fo old : the firft were created by Charles V» 
and the feqond, though an inferior title, by King 
Alphonfo, in the fifteenth century. — So that the dig- 
nity of the Sicilian titles may be faid tp be in the in« 
yerfe ratio of their anticjuities. 

The luxury of the people here, like that of the 
Neapolitans, confifts chiefly in their equipages and 
horfes ; but by a wife law of the King of Sardinia, 
which I am furprifed fliould ftill remain in force, the 
viceroy alone is allowed to drive in the qity with 
fix horfes; the prastor, the archbiljiopj and pre- 
fident of the parliament with four ; all the reft of 
the nobility are reftri£ted to two. But this is only 
within the gates of Palermo ; and when they go to 
the country, there is none of them that drive with lefs 
than four ; befides, every family of diftinftion has 
at leaft two or three carriages in daily ufe ; for no 
man of fafliion is fo unpolite as to refufe his wife ^ 
chariot of her own, of whic^ (he has the entire conj- 
mand ; (without this the Marino could never fubfift) 
and the upper fervants of the firft families wouW 
be juft as much a{hamed to be feen on foot as their 
piafters. — ^We took the liberty to ridicule the folly 
of this praftice : they allow of its abfurdity, and wifij 
to break through it ; but who is to lead the way ? 
We even prevailed with fome of the young nobility, 
which 1 affure you was no fmall condefcenfion, ta 
\^alk the ftreets with us during the illuminations; 
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but even this condefcenfion fhewed the folly of the 
prejudice in a ftronger light than if they had re- 
fufed us ; for .they would not be prevailed on to 
ftir out, till they had fent their fervants about ten 
yards before them, with large wax flambeaux, al- 
though thd whole city was in a flame of light. You 
may believe we did not fpare them upon this occa- 
lion ; but it was all to no purpofe. However, it is 
pofllble that we may overlook many cuftoms of our 
own, that are not lefs ridiculous ; for ridicule for 
the moft part is relative, and depends only on time 
and place. — Perhaps you may remember the Prince 
of Anamaboo ; — I fliould like to hear the account 
he would give of the Englifli nation in his own 
country ; for fome of our cufloms fl:ruck him in a 

ftill more ridiculous light. Walking out in 

St. James's Park, in the afternoon, he obferved one 
of his acquaintance driving in a phaeton with four 
horfes. The Prince burft into a violent fiit of laugh- 
ing :— When they aflced him, what was the matter ? 
" — Vat the devil, (faid the Prince in his bad Englilh) 
** has that fellow eat fo much dinner that now it 

" takes four horfes to carry him ? I rode out 

** with him this morning, and he was then fo light 
**.that van little horfe ran away with him.-— He 
** muft either be a great fool or a great glutton.** — 
Another time they infifted on the Prince going to the 
play. — He went ; but he foon tired of it, and returned 
to his companions.—" Well, Prince, (faid they) what 
** did you fee?'* — " Vat did I fee, (replied he, with 
the utmoft contempt) I did fee fome men playing de 
fiddle — and fome men playing de fool." 

I only 
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I only Infer from this, that xt is with fome degree 
of caution we Ihould ridicule the cuftoms of other 
nations: a Sicilian j perhaps, would laugh with as 
much juftice at many of our cuftoms ; — that, for in- 
ftance, o^ obb'ging people to drink when they have 
no inclination to it ;— that jn*the North, of eating 
Soland geefe before dinner, to give them an appetite ; 
— that of phyficians and lawyers wearing enormous 
wigs, and many others that will naturally occur to 
you, none of which appear in the leaft ridiculous 
to the, people that pradife them ; who would no 
doubt defend them as ftrenuoufly as the Sicilians do 
the neceffity of carrying flambeaux before them dur- 
irig the great illumination. — Indeed they have juft now 
given us an admirable fpecimen of fome of pur ridi- 
cules, in one of their opera dances, with which we 
have been a good deal entertained. 

I believe I told you that the dancers are lately come, 
from England: they have brought upon the ftage 
many-of the capital London charaders : The bucks, 
the maccaronies, the "prigs, the cits, and fome others 
ftill more refpeftable : thefe are well fupported, and 
afford a good deal of laughing. But I am interrupt- 
ed, otherwife I fhould have given you a more parti- 
cular account of them. Adieu. The heat is intole- 
rable; and there is no ppffibility of walking out*— 
We complain without reafon of our own climate; 
and King Charles's obfervation I am perfuaded was 
juft; " That there is hardly any cHmate, where, 
throughout the year, we can have fo much exercife 
in the open air.'' 

Ever yours. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

P<JermQ» Jdy ijth^ 
'T'HE Sicilians are animated in converfation, and 
their aftion for the moft part is fo juft ^d fo 
expreflive of their fentiraents, that without hearing 
what is faid, one may comprehend the fubjed of their 
difcourfe. We ufed to think the French and Neapo- 
litans great adepts in this art ; but they are much 
outdone by the Sicilians, both in the variety an<J juft* 
nefs of their gefticulation. 

The origin of this cuftom they carry to far back as 
the time of the earlieft tyrants of Syracufe, who, to 
prevent .confpiracies, had forbid their fubjeds, under 
the moft ftvere penalties, to be feeh in parties talking 
together. This obliged them to invent a method of 
communicating their fentiments by dumb ihow, which 
they pretend has been tranfmitted from generation to 
generation ever fmce. 

I think it is not at all improbable that this cuftom 
too may have given the firft idea of comedy ; as we 
find, that fome fliort time after, Epicarmus, a native 
of that city, was the author of this invention. 

The Sicilians till lately retained a great many fooGifa 
and fuperftitious cuftoms; but particularly in thdr 
, marriage and funeral ceremonies : it would be tedious 
to give you an account of all the^fe ; fome of them 
are ftill praflifed in the wild and mountainous parts 
of the ifland.^As foon as- the marriage ceremony is 
performed, two of the attendants are ready to cram a 
fpoonful of honey into the mouths of the bride and 

bridegroom ; 
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bridegroom; pronouncing it emblemadcal of their 
love and union, which they hope will ever continue 
as fweet to their fouls, as that honey is to their palates* 
^*— They then begin to throw handfuls of wheit i^n 
them, which is continued all the way to the houfe 
of the bridegroom. This is probably the ranains of 
fome ancient rite to Ceres, their favourite divinity, 
and they think it cannot fail of procuring them a 
numerous . progeny :— however, the Sidiian women 
have no occafion for any charm to promote this, as^ 
in general, they are abundantly prolific even without 
it, Fazzello gives an account of, women having fre- 
C[uently upwards of forty children ; and Carrera men^ . 
tions one who had forty-feven. 

The young couple are not allo^d to tafte of the 
marriage-feaft ; this they pretend is to teach them 
patience and temperance ; but when dinner is finifli- 
-ed, a great bone -is prefented to the bridegroom by 
the bride^s father, or one of her neareft relations, who 
pronounces thefe words : '* Rodi tu queJP oji^ &c. 
** Pick you this bone, for you have now tak«i in 
** hand to pick one, which you will find nmcfa 
*' harder and of more difficult digeftion/'— Perhaps 
this may have given rife to the common faying, when 
one has undertaken any thing arduous or difficult, 
that *' He has got a bone to pick." 

The Sicilians^ like mod other nations in Europe, 
carefully avoid marrying in the month of May, and 
look upon fuch marriages as extremely inaufpi* 
cious. This piece of fuperftition is as old, perhi^s 
older than the time of the Romans, by whofe authors 
it is frequently mentioned ; and by whom it has been 
tranfmitted to almoft every nation in Europe. It is 
/pmewhat unaccountable, that io ridiculous an idea, 

which 
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which can have no foundation in nature, ihould have 
ftobd its ground for fo many ages.— There ara indeed 
other, cuftoms ftill more triviaf, that are not lefs uni- 
verfaU-^That of making April fools on the firft day 
of that month j the ceremony of the cake on Twelfth- 
night; and fome others that will occur to you, of 
which, no more than this, I have ever been able to 
learn the origin. 

/ The marriages of the Sicilian nobility are cele- 
brated with great magnificence; and the number of 
elegant carriages produced on thefe occafions is ado- 
nifhing. I Wanted to difcover when this great luxury 
in carriages had taken its rife ; and have found an 
account of the marriage of the daughter of one of 
their viceroys to the duke of Bivona, in the year 
1551. It is defcribed by one Elenco, who was a 
fpedator of the ceremony. He fays the ladies as 
well as gentlemen were all mounted on fine horfes, 
fumptuoufly caparifoned, and preceded by pages: 
that there we?*e only three carriages in the city, which 
were ufed by invalids who were not able to ride on 
horfeback. Thefe he calls Caretie^ which word now 
fignifies a little cart. 

The Sicilian ladies marry very young, and fre- 
quently live to fee the fifth or fixth generation. You 
will expeft, no doubt, that I ihould fay fomething of 
their beauty: — In general, they are fprightly m^ 
agreeable ; and in moft parts of Italy they would be 

eftecmed handfome. A Neapolitan or a Romafl 

would furely pronounce them fo,— But a Piedmontefe 
would declare them very ordinary ; fo indeed wpula 
moft Engliflimen. — Nothing fo vague as our ideas of 
female bieauty: they change in every climate; anrf 
the criterion is no where to be found.— ^ • 
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. '* Afk whereas the North ? — ^t Xork, *tis on the Tweed, 
'* In Scotland at the Orcades, and there, 
** At Nova Zembla, or the Lord knows where." 

No two nations, ^perhaps, no two men^ have 

affixed precifely the fame charafteriftics : and every ^ 
cme exalts his idea of it, according to the beauty of 
the women he is accuftomed to fe^ ; fo that ev^n the 
fame perfon may fometimes appear beautiful, fome- 
times ugly, .juft in proportion as we have feen others 
that are more or lefs fo.— I remember, after making 
the tour of Savoy and the Lower Valais, every wo- 
man we met in Switzerland appeared an angel. The 
fame thing happens in travelling through fome parts 
of Germany ; and you will eafily recoiled the fur- 
prifmg difference betwixt a beauty at Milan and one 
at Turin, although thefe places lie adjacent to each 
Other. It is a pity that the Juno of Zeu?:is has been 
loft, if it were no more than . to have fhewn us the 
notion the ancients had of a perfect beauty. Indeed|, 
the Venus of Medicis has been confidered as a model 
of perfection, — but it is furely abfurd ; for who ever 
heard of a perfect beauty of five feet high' ! -r-the very 
idea is ridiculous ; and whatever figure her goddefs^ 
Ihip might make amongft the ancient divinities, in 
the pantheon at Rome, I am afraid fhe would cut 
but a forry.one amongft the modern ones, in that of 
London* — In Ihort, I believe we may fafely conclude, 
that beauty is a relative quality, and the To kalon is 
BO longer the fame, no more in a phyfical than a 
moral fenfe, in any two places on the globe. 

The ladies here have remarkable fine hair, and 
they underftand how to drefs and adorn.it to the 

greateft 
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greateft advantage^ It is now only ufed as an embel- 
lifliment ; but in fjbrmelr times we are' told, that, like 
that of Samfon, it was found to be the ftrength and 
protedion of their country* — There is a paradox for 
you, that all the wife men of the Eaft could hardly 
iblve. — Their hiftorians relate, (in whofe reign I be- 
lieve is rather dubious) th^t this city had fuflfered a 
long fiege from the Saracens, and was greatly re- 
duced by famine; but, what diftreffed them ftill 
more, there were no materials to be found for 
tnsJdng bowftrings, and they were on the point of 

Turrendering. In this dilemma, a patriotic dame 

ftepped forth, apd propofed to the women, that the 
whole of them fliould cut off their hair, and twift it 
into bowftrings: This was immediately complied 
with. — The hefoifm of th^ t^omen, you know, muft 
ever excite that of the men. — The befregetj, animated 
by this gallant facrifice of the fair, renewed their de- 
fence with fuch vigour, that the affail^nts were beat 
off J and a reinforcement foon after arriving, the city 
was faved*-— The ladies ftill value themfdves on this 
ftory, which you may believe has not been forgotten 
by their bards. — " The hair of our ladies (fays one 
** of their quaint poets) is ftill employed in the fame 
^ oflSce; but now it difcharges no -other fliafis but 
** thofe oJF Cupid ; and the only cords it forms are 
•* the cords of love/* 

The SicHians are much fonder of ftudy than iheir 
neighbours on the continent ; and their education is 
much more attended to. We were a good deal fur- 
jprifed to find, that inftead of that frivolity and no*, 
thingnefs, which fo often conftitute the converfation 
of the Italian nobility, here their delight was to talk 
4t ^ on 
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on fubjefts of literature, of hiftory, of poKtics, but 
chiefly of poetry ; for the other branches of know- 
ledge and fcience are only general : this is the only 
one that may be faid to be univerfaL Every perfon, 
in fome period of his life, is fare to be infpired j and 
a lover is neyer believed fo iong as he can fpeak of 
his paffion in profe; and, contrary to cur way of 
reaforiing, is only reckoned true in proportion as he 
is poetical. Thus, infpiration, you fee, has here be* 
come the teft of truth. 

We were aftonifhed on our firft arrival at Palermo, 
. to hear oUrfelves addreffed in Englifli, by fome of the 
young nobility ; but ftill more fo, to find them intJ^. 
mately acquainted with many of our celebrated poets 
and philofophers. — Milton, Shakefpeare, Dryden, 
Pope, Bacon, Boliftgbroke, we found in feveral 
libraries, not in the tranflation, but generally in the 
b^ft editions of the original. 

Our language, indeed, has become fo much ill 
vbgue, that it is now looked upon as no immaterial 
part of a polite education : the viceroy, the Marquis 
Fogliano, a man of great merit and humanity, has 
made fome of our authors his favourite ftudy, and 
greatly encourages the progrefs it 15 making in his 
kingdom. Many of the nobility fpeak it a little j and 
fome of them even with eafe and fluency, although 
they have never been but of their ifland. The 
Marquis Natali, the Counts Statela and Bufcheinit 
the Duke of St. Micheli, &c. ; in whofe company 
we have enjoyed a great deal of pleafure, and whofe 
"knowledge and erudition is the leaft part of then: 
praife. Adieu. . . 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XXXVL 

Palermo, July 28th* 
J HAD almoft forgot to fay any thing of the opera : 
— ^It would have been very ungrateful, for we 
have been much delighted with it. The firft and 
fecond man^ are both admirable fingers, and I tnake 
no doubt you will have them in London in a few 
years ^ neither of them are as yet kndwn, and I dare 
fey at prefent they might be engaged for a very mo- 
derate price; but in Italy they will foon be taught to 
eftimate their value. — ^The name of the firft is Pa- 
cherotti ; he is very young, and an entire ftranger in 
the mufical world ; yet 1 am perfuaded, thaf after he 
has been heard on the different theatres in Ftaly, he will 
be efteemed one of their capital performers. His ex- 
cellence is the pathetic, at prefent too much negleded 
on moft theatres; and indeed, I think, he gives more 
expreffion to his cantabile airs, and makes his hearers 
feel more^ becaufe he feels more himfelf, than any 
that I have feen in Italy. He indeed addrefies himfelf 
to the heart, while moft of the modern performers 
fing only to the fancy. 

The firft woman is. Gabrieli ; who is certainly the 
greateft finger in the world : and thofe that fing on 
the fame theatre with her muft be capital, otherwife 
they never can be attended to. This indeed has been 
the fate of all the other performers, except Pacho 
rottij and he too gave himfelf up for loft, on hear- 
ing 



hg h&t firii performaoce.-*-It happened to be «i iliir 
of execution, exaSly adapted to her voice, which ffjd 
exerted in fo aftonifliing a manner, that before it was 
half done, poor iPicha'Qtti burft out a citing ; wi 
ran in bei^ad the icenes; lamenting that hts h^ 
dared to s^pear on the iame ftage with fo wondeiful 
a imger ; where Ms fmall taleets' muft .not only b^ 
loft, but where he muft ever be accufed of n pve^ 
fumption, which he hoped was fos^igii tojfis aha? 
rafter. 

It was with fome diffictjlty they cpaJd prevail oa 
him to appear again, but from an applaufe well 
merited, both from his talefits and his modefty, he 
fbon beg^n to pkck up a little courage ; and in the 
finging of a tender air, addrefled to Galmeli in the 
charaOier of a lover, even flie herfelf, as well as the 
audience, is iaid to have been moved. 

Indeed, in thefe very pathetic piec^es, I am fur- 
prifed that the power of the mufic does not fome-' 
times altogether overcome the d^Iufion of charafter j 
for when you are matter of the language, and allow 
the united power of the poetry, the adion, and the 
mufic, to have its fuU force on the mind, the eSeSt 
is wonderfully great,— However I have never heard 
that this happened completely but once ^ and it was 
no lefs a fmga: than Farinelli that produced it.~>r 
He appeared in the chara6ter of a young captive 
kero, and in a tender air was ibliciting mercy for his 
BMftrefs and himfelf of a ftem afid cruel tyrant who 
bad made them his prifoners. The perfon that a&ed 
the tyrant was fo perfeftly overccwne by the melting 
ftrsdns of Farkeiii, that ioftead of refufing bis re« 
qi^ftas he ought to have done^. he entirely fd^rgot 
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his character, burft into te^rs^ and caught hixft ia 
his arms. 

The performance of Gabrieli is fo generally known 
and admired, that it is needlefs to fay any thing to 
you on that fubjeft. Her Wonderfiil execution and 
Volubility of voice have long been the admiration of 
. Italyj and has even obliged them to invent a new 
term to exprefe it j and would ffie exert herfelf as 
much to pleafe as to aftoniih, ihe might almoft per-» 
form the wonders that have been afcribed to Orpheus 
and Timotheus j but it happens, luckily perhaps for 
tl^e repofe of mankind, that her caprice is, if poiEble^ 
even greater than her talents, and has made her ftill 
moi*e contemptible than thefe have made her cele«» 
brated. By this nieans, her charader has often 
proved a fufiicient antidote, both to the charms of 
her voice and thofe of her perfon, which ar6 indeed 
almoft equally powerful ; but if thefe had been united 
to the qualities of a modeft and an amiable mind, fhe 
muft have made dreadful havoc in the world* How-» 
€vef, with all her faults, fhe is cert;|inly the moft 
dangerous fyren of modem times, and has made 
inore conquefts, I fuppofe, . than any one woman 
breathing. 

It is but juftice to add, thit contrary to the gene- 
rality of her profeflion, Ihe is by no means fetfifh or 
mercenary; but on the contrary, has given many 
fmgular proofs of generofity and difintereftednefs. 
She is very rich ; from the bounty, as is fuppofedy 
of the laft emperor, who was fond of having her at 
Vienna ; but ihe was at laft baniflied that city, as flie 
has likewife been moft of thofe in Italy, from. the 
broils and fquabble^ that her intriguing fpirit, per^ 

hap© 
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haps ftill more than her beauty, had excited* There 
are a great many anecdotes concerning, her, that 
would not make an untotertaining volume; and, I 
am told, either are, or will foon be publilhed. 

Although fhe i§ confiderably upwards oJF thirty, 
on the ftage fhe fcarcely appears to be eighteen j and 
this art of appearing young, is none of the moft 
contemptible that fhe pofTeffes.— When fhe is in good 
humour, and really chufes to exert herfelf, there is 
nothing in mufic that I have ever heard, to be com- 
pared to h6r performance J for fhe fings to the heart 
as well as the fancy, when fhe pleafes ; and fhe, then 
commands every paflion with, unbounded fway. But 
Ihe is feldom capable of exercifmg thefe wonderful 
powers; and her caprice and her talents exerting 
themfelves by turns, have given hei", all her life, the 
fmgular fate of becoming alternately an objefl: ;of ad- 
miration and of contempti» 

Her powers in afting and reciting, are fcarcely 
Inferior Xo thofe of her finging ; fometimes, a few 
words in the recitative, with a fimple accompaniment 
only, produces an efFed:, that I have never been 
fenfible of from any other performer ; and inclines 
me to believe what RoufTeau advances on this branch 
of mufic, which with us is fo much defpifed. She 
owes much of her merit to the inftrudions fhe re- 
ceived from Meteflafio, particularly in aQing and 
reciting ; and he allows that fhe does more juffice to 
his operas than any other aftrefs that ever attempted, 
them. , 

Her caprice' is fb fixed and fo flubbom, that neither 
interefl, nor flattery, nor threats, nor punifhments, 
have the leafl power over it.; and it appears^, that 

B b 2 treating 
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treating her witli re^eS or contempt, hate ifl etpral 
tendenqr to increafe k. % 

•It is feldom that flie condefcends t6 etert thefe 
wonderful talents ; but moft particularly if fhe ima- 
gines that fuch an exertion is expeded. And inftead 
of fmging her airs as other aftreflfes do, for the moft 
part fhe otrfy hums them over, a ntetza voce. And 
no art whatever is capable of making her fing, when 
jhe does -not chufe it. 

The moft fuccefsful expedient has ever b^en 
found, to prevail on her fevourite lover', for fee al- 
ways has^one, to place himfelf in 'the centre of the 
pit, or the front box ; and if they are on good 
terms, which is feldom the cafe, Ihe will addrefe her 
♦ender airs to him, and exert herfelf to the utmoft.— 
Her prefent enamorato promifed to give us this fpe- 
timeii of his power over her ; he took his place 
accordingly; but Gabrieli, probably fufpefting the 
connivance, would take no notice of him j fo that 
even this expedient does not always fucceed. 

The viceroy, who is fond of mufic, has tried every 
method with her to no purpofe. Some time ago he 
gave a great dinner to the principal nobility of Pa- 
lermo, and fent an invitation to Gabrieli to be of the 
party. Every other perfon arrived at the hour of 
invitation. The viceroy ordered dinner to be kept 
back, and fent to let her know that the company 
waited her. The meflkige^ found her reading in 
bed ;— fhe faid fhe was forry for having made the 
company wait, and begged he would make her apo- 
logy, but ths^ really fhe had entirely forgot her 
engagement* 

% The 
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The viceroy wouM have forgiven this piece of info# 
lence, but, when the company capae to the opera, 
Gabrieli repeated her part with, the mod perfed ne- 
gligence and indifference^ and fung all her airs in what 
they call fotto voce, that is, lb low, that they can 
fcarcely be heard. The viceroy was ofended ; but as 
he 16 a goodrtempered man, he was loth to make uh 
of authority ; but at laft, by a perfeverance in this in- 
folent ftubbornnefs, fhe obliged him to threaten hev 
with puniihment in cafe file any longer refufed to 
fing. 

On this Ihe grew more obftinate than evei", decla^ 
ring that force and authority ihould never fucceed 
with her ; that he might make her cry, but that he 
never could make her fing^ The viceroy then fent 
her to prifon, where flie ren^amed twelve days, Dur 
ring which time ihe gave magnificent entertainments 
every day ; paid the debts of all the poor prifoners, 
and diflributed large fums in charity. The viceroy 
was obliged to give up ftruggling vrith her, and flie 
was at laft fet at liberty amidft the acclamations of th^ 
poor.— Luckily for us, ftie is at preffent in good hu- 
mour, and fonietimes ej^erts herfelf to the utinoft of 
her power. 

She fays fhe has feveral times been on terms with 
the managers of our oper^, but thinks fhe fliall never 
be able to pluck up refolution enough to go to 

England. What do you thmk is her reafon ? It 

is by no means a bad one. She fays ihe cannot com- 
mand her caprice ; But, for the moft part, that it 
commands her ; and that there (he cou^d have nq 
Opportunity of indulging it:— For, fays fhe, were I 
to take it into my head not to fin^, 1 2^ra told the peo- 
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pie there would certainly mob me, and perhaps break 
my bones ; — ^now I like to fleep in a found Ikin, aU 
though it fhould even be in a prifon. — She alleges 
too, that it is not always caprice that prevents her 
from finging ; but that it often depends upon phyfir 
cal caufes ; and this indeed I can readily believe : for 
that wonderful flexibility of voice that nms with 
fuch rapidity and neatnefs through the moft minute 
divifions, and produces almoft inftantaneoufly fo great 
a variety of modulation, mufl furdy depend on the 
very nicefl: tone of the fibres. And if thefe are in 
the fmalleft degree relaxed, or their elafticity dimi- 
nifhed ; how is it pofljble that their contractions and 
expanfions can fo readily obey the will, as to produce 
thefe effefts ?-T-The opening of the glottis which 
forms the voice is extremely fmall, and in every 
variety of tone, its diameter mufl: fuffer a fenfible 
change ; for the fame diameter mufl ever produce 
the fame tone : — So wonderfully minute are its con? 
tractions and dilatations, that Dr. Keil, I think, com- 
putes, that in fome voices, its, opening, not more, than 
the tenth of an inch, is divided into upwards of 1260 
parts, the diiSferent found of every one of which i§ 
perceptible to an exaQ: ear. Now, what a nice tenfion 
of fibres muft this require !^ — ^I fhould imagine every 
the moft minute change in the air, muft cavife a fen- 
fible difference, and that in our foggy climate the 
fibres would be in danger of lofing this wonderful 
fenfibility ; or at leaft, that they would very often be 
put out of tune. It is not the fame cafe with an qr- 
dinary voice ; where the variety of divifions run 
through, and the volubility with which they are 

executed, bear no proportion to thofe of d, Qftbrir 

^cli. 

One 
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One of the ballets of our opera, is a reprefentation 
of Vauxhall gardes, and this is the third time I have 
feen Vauxhall brought upon the Italian theatre; at 
Turin, at Naples, and here. The gardens are well 
reprefented, and the idea muft have been given by 
fbme perfon that had been on the fpot; A variety 
of good Englifli figures are brought in: fome with 
large frizzled wigs (licking half a yard out behind 
their necks ; fome with little cut fcratches, tha-t look 
extremely ridiculous. Some come in cracking their 
whips, with buckfldn breeches and jockey caps. Some 
are armed with great oaken flicks 5 their hair tied up 
ill enormous clubs, and flocks that fwell their necks 
to double the natural fjze. But what affords the 
principal part of the entertainment is, three quakers 
who are duped by three ladies of the town, in concert 
with three jack-tars, their lovers.— Thefe charafters, 
as you may believe, are much exaggerated, though, 
upon the whole, they are fupported with humour, 
and have aflForded us a good deal of laughing ; how-- 
ever we were hurt to fee the refpedlable charafter of 
quakers turned into fuch ridicule ; and as the people 
here were altogether unacquainted with it, we have 
been at fome pains tp expfain to them the fimplicity 
and purity of their manners, and the incorruptible 
integrity of their principles. 

Although the Sicilians in general are a good fort of 
people, and feem to be endowed with a large fhare 
of philanthropy and urbanity ; yet it mufl be owned 
they have no great affedlion for their neighbours on 
the continent; and indeed the diflike is altogether 
reciprocal. — ^It is fomewhat fmgular ; J am afraid not 
much for the honour of human nature ; that through 

Bb4 ftU 



Sj6 A TOtm TKROUGM 

all £uro{>e, the two a^ghbourbg nadons have a per- 
petual jarring with each other.— I could heartily 
wifb tl^t we had been an exception from this rule; 
but am forry to fee, from our news-papers, which 
are fent to the nobility of this city, thai at prefeat, 
we are rather the mofl dHtingui(hed for it ; at \fsa&. 
our animofities, if there really are any, make by much 
the greateft noife of all.— We have often been aiked 
' by foreigners, what was the ground of the mighty 
quarrel, that fuch torrents of the moft illiberal abufe 
have been poured out by a people fo celebrated for 
Ubemlrty of fentiment ; and it is with difEcuIty we can 
perfua^e them, that although from the papers, this 
ibiBetimes appears to be the voice of the nation, yet 
in fad, it is only confined to a fet of mofl: worthiefs 
and defpicable incendiaries; like him who fet the 
boufe in a flame, on purpofe to pilfer during the con- 
flagration.-^But the abufe that is levelled at the king, 
furprifes them more than all the refl; ; and you can- 
not conceive their amazement and indignation when 
we afllired them, that notwithftandmg all this, he was 
the moft virtuous and benevolent prince on eartht'-* 
Then,, reclaimed a Sicilian nobleman, you mufl: cer« 
tainly be the mofl: danmable people on the globe.— 
I was a good deal ftruck with the fuddennefs of the 
charge ; and it was not without many explanations of 
the hberty of our confiitution, and particularly that 
of the prefs, that I could prevail with him to retraft 
' his fcntiments ; and think more fevourably of us, — 
Still he iri(ifl:ed, that fo ^regions an abufe of this li^ 
berty, was only a farther proof of his pofirion ; and 
that there mufl: be fomething effentially wrong, in a 
nation that could allow of fuch abufe levelled at the 

mofl: 
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moft faci^ed of all charafters : the higheft virtue united 
to the higheft ftation* We affured him, that what he 
heard, was only the voice of the moft abandoned and 
profligate wretches in the nation ; '\^ho^ taking advan- 
tage of the great freedom of the prefs, had often 
made thefe news-papers the vehicles of the moft de- 
teftable fedition. That both the king and queen 
were beloved by all their fubjeds, at leaft by all thofe 
of worth ; — that they never were fpoken of but as 
the moft: perfeft model of conjugal union and hap- 
pinefs, as well as of every focial endowment ; Smid 
that they could have no enemies, but the fenemies of 
T^irtue. 

However, after all, we coujld but patch up a pesice 
with him. He could not comprehend (he faid) how 
the voice of a few incendiaries fhould be louder tham 
the general voice of the nation,— We told him, that 
people who were pleafed commonly held their 
tongue ; and that fecfition and libel ever made a grea- 
ter nojfe than panegyric ; juft as the fire-bell is rung 
louder, and is' more liftened to than the bell for re* 
joicing. 

Adieu. Our pilot feys the wind is not fair, lb 
that poflibly we may ftill ftay a day or two longer. 

Ever yqua. 
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Palermo, July 29th, 
\X^ERE I to enter upon the natural hiftory of 
this ifland, it wouli le^d pie into a vaft field 
pf fpeculation, for which I have jieither time nor abili- 
ties : However, a variety of objefts ftruck ys ^ we 
travelled along, that it may not be amifs to give 
you fome little account of. — There are a variety of 
mineral waters, almoft through the whole of Sicily, 
Manyof'thefe are boiling hot; others ftill more 
Angular, are of a degree of cold fuperior to that of 
ice, and yet never freeze. 

In feveral places, they have fountains that throw 
pp a kind of oil on their furface, which is of great 
life to the peafants, who bum it in their lamps, and. 
ufe it to many other purpofes ; but there is ftill a more 
xem arkable one near Nicofia which is called II fonu 
Canalotto. It is covered with a thick fcum of a kind 
of pitch, which amongft the country people is ^fteemed 
a fovereign remedy in rheumatici and many othey 
complaints. 

The water of a fmall lake near Nafo is "celebrated 
for dying black every thing that is put into it j and 
this it is faid to perform without the mixture of any 
other ingredient, although the water itfelf is rernarka-? 
bly pure and tranfparent. 

They have a variety of fulphureous baths, like 
thofe near Naples, where the patient is thrown into 
a profufe fweat, only from the heat of the vapour, 
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The mofl: celebrated are thofe of Sciaccia, and on 
the mountain of St. Cologero ; not in the neigh- 
bourhood of ^tna, as I expefted, but at a great 
diftance from that mountain. But indeed I am much 
inclined to believe that not only mount -Etna, but the 
greateft part of Sicily, and almoft the whole of the 
circumjacent iflands, have been originally formed by 
fubterraneous iire ; but I Ihall have an opportunity of 
fpeaking more largely on this fubjefl:, when I give 
you an acc6unt of the country roun4 Naples. 

I have obferved lava, pumice, and tufa in many 
parts of Sicily ; at a great diftance from ^tna; and 
there are a variety both of mountains and valleys 
that ftill emit a hot vapour, and produce fprings of 
J?oiling water. 

About a mile and a half to the weft of this city, 
ZX a fmall beach where we often go a fwimming, 
there are many fprings of warm water that.jife even 
within the fea, at the depth of five or fix foet. We 
were at firft a good deal furprifed to find ourfelves 
almoft inftantaneoufly both in the hot and cold bath ; 
for at one ftroke we commonly paffed through the hot 
water, which only extends for a few feet around the 
fpring. It gave us a momentary glow, and produced 
a very odd, uncouth fenfation, by no. means an agree- 
able one, J mentioned this fingularity to feveral gen* 
tlemen here, who teU me they have obferved the 
fame thi^g, 

J^ot a great way from this is a celebrated fountain, 
called, // Mar Dolce, where there are fome remains of 
an ancient naumachia; and in the mountain above 
it they fhew you a cavern, where a gigantic Ikeleton 
is faid t/o have been found : however, it fell to duft 

when 
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• when they attempted to remove it.— Pazzello fay«, 
its teeth were the only part that refitted the hnpi^ 
fixm of the air ; diat he procured two of them, and 
that they weighed near two ounces.— There are many 
&ch ftorie$ to be met with in the Sicilian legends^ 
as it feeros to be an univer&l belief, thit this ifiand 
was once inhabited by giants ; but although we iiafve 
snade diligent inquiry, we have never yet been 
able to procure a fight of any of th^fe gigantic bodes 
which are faid to be ftill preferved in many parts 
of the ifland. Had there been any foundation for 
this, i think it is {^obable, they mutt have foimd 
iSieir way into fome of the mufeums ; but this is 
not the cafe; nor indeed have we met with any 
perfon of fenfe and credibility that could fay they 
Iiad feen any of them. We had been aflured at 
Naples, that an entire fkeletoii, upwards of ten feet 

.high, was preferved in the mijifeum of Palermo ; but 
there i^'fio fuch thing there, nor I believe any where 
elfe in* the ifl^id. This mufeum is well fumiffaed 
both with antiques and articles of natural hittory, 
but is not fuperior to what we have fe^ in many 
other places. 

The number of fouls in Palermo are xromputed 
at about 1 50,000. Thofe of the whole ifland, by 
the laft numeration arriqunted to 1,1^3,163; of 
which number there are about 50,000 that belong 
to the different monafteries and religious orders, 

,The numbo?" of houfes are computed at a68,i2o, 
which makes betwixt five and fix to a houfe. 

The great ftanding commodity of Sicily, which has 
ever conftituted the riches of the ifland, was their 
crops of wheat; but they cultivate many other 

branches 
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4)rafcches of commerce, thoiigh none that could bear 
^ny propc^on to this, were it .under a free go^env 
ment, and exportation allowed* Their method of 
fireferviiag their grain will appear ibmewhat fmguiar 
to our fai"mers : inftead of expofing it, 21s we do, M 
<die open air, they are at the greateft pains $0 exclude 
4t entirely -from it*— In many places, where the foM 
is dry, particularly near Agrigentum, they have dug 
large pits or caverns in the rock. . Thefe open by a 
fmall hole at top, and fwell to a great width below $ 
tiere they pour down their grain, after it has been 
made exceedingly dry 5 and ramming it hard, they 
cover up the hole, to proted: it from rairi ; and they 
tiffure us it will preferve in thfe manner for many 
years. 

The Soda is a plant that is much cultivated^ and 
turns out to confiderable account. This is the vegetsk- 
i)le, that by the aSion of fire, is afterwards con* 
"verted into mirrors and chryftals. Ctreat quantities 
of it are fent every year to fupply the glafs-houfes at 
Venice.— They have likewife a confiderable trade in 
liquoricej rice, figs, raifins, and currants, the beft of 
which grow amongft the extinguifhed volcanoes of 
the Lipari ifliands- Their honey is, I think, the higheft 
fcivoured I have ever feen ; in fome parts of the ifland 
even fuperior to that of Minorca ; this is owing no 
doubt, to the quantity of aromatic plants, with which 
•^Sm beautiful country is every where overfpread. This 
, 4ioney is gathered three months in the year j Julj^, 
Auguft, and Oftober. It is found by the peafants 
•in the hollows of trees and rocks ; and is efteemed 
^f a fuperior quality to that produced under the ty- 
-fanny of -man. — The country of the Leffer Hybla^is 

ftilly' 
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ftill, as formerly, the part of the ifland that ih moA 
celebrated for honey. The count Statela made us a 
prefent of fome of it, gathered on his brother the 
Prince of Spaccafomo's eftate^ which lies near the 
ruinsof that city. * 

Sugar is now no article of the Sicilian commerce, 
though a fmall quantity of it is ftill mantifaaured 
for home-confumptioh J but the plantations of the 
fugar-cane, I am told, thrive- Well in fereral parts of 
the ifland. 

The juice of liquorice is prepared both here and ia 
Calabria, and is fent to the northern countries of 
Europe, where it is ufed for colds. The juice is 
fqueezed out of the roots : after which it is boiled 
to a confiftency, and formed into cakes, which are 
packed up with bay-leaves in the fame order that 
we receive thep* 

In fome of the northern parts of the ifland, I am 
told, they find the fliell-fifli that produces a kind of 
flax, of which gloves and ftockings are made ; but 
thefe two are found in greater quantities in Ca- 
labria. 

Their plantations of oranges, lemons, bergamots, al- 
monds, &c. produce no inconfiderable branch of com- 
merce. The pifl:achio-nut too is much cultivated in 
many parts of the ifland, and with great fuccefs. Thefe 
trees, like many others, are male and femtale : the 
male is called Scornobecco^ and is alway;s barren ; but 
unlefs a quantity of thefe are mixed in every planta- 
tion, the piftachio-tree never bears a nut. But of 
^1 the variety that is cultivated in Sicily, the manna- 
tree is efteemed the mofl; profitable ; it refembles the 
afh, and is I believe of that fpecies. About the be- 

ginning 
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ginrling of Abguft, during the feafon of the gi^eateft 
heat, they make an incifion in the bark, near to the 
root of the tree ; a thick whitiih liquor is immediately 
difcharged from the wound, which foon hardens in 
the fun, when it is carefully taken off and gathered 
into boxes. They renew thefe incifions every day 
during the feafon^ obferving, however, only to wound 
one fide of the tree } the othefr fide they referve for 
the fummer following. ' 

The cantharides-fly is a Sicilian commodity : it is 
found on feveral trees of jEtna, whofe juice is fup- 
pofed to have a corrofive or abfterfive quality, par-* 
ticiilarly the pine and the fig-tree ; and I am told the 
cahtharides of Mount JEtna are reckoned preferable 
to thofe of Spain. 

The marbles of Sicily woiild afford a grieat fourcB 
of opulence, were there any encouragement to work 
the quarries ; of thefe they have an infinite variety, 
arid of the fineft: forts. I have feen fome of them 
little inferior to the giall and verd antiqua, that is 
now fo precious. The beautiful yellow columns 
you muft have observed in the royal chapel of 
Cafferto are of the firft kind.' They have likewife 
fome that very much referable lapis lazuli and por- 
phyry. 

At Centorbi they find a kind of foft ft one that 
diffolves in water, and is ufed in wafhing inftead of 
fbap, from which property it is called Pietra Saponaro. 
They likewife find here, as well as in Calabria, the 
celebrated ftone, which, upon being watered and ex- 
pofed to a pretty violent degree of heat, produces a 
plentifi^l crop of mufhrooms : — But it would be end- 
lefe to give you an account of all the various com- 
modities 
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inodities aiul curious pcoda£):K)n$ of diis liland j uStftt 
alone affords a greater numbei" than many of the moft 
cxtenfive kingdoms^ and is no lefs an efkome of the 
%4ioIe earth in its foil and climate, than in the rariety 
of its produfiions.— -Beiides the corn, the visbe, tl^e 
oil, the (ilk, the fpice, and delidotjs fruits, of its 
lower region ; the beautiful forefts, the flocks, the 
game, the tarj the. cork, the honey, of its fecond 5 
the fnow and ice of its third j k affords from its 
caverns a variety of mineral and other produdio&s ; 
fcmnabar, mercury, fulphur, allum, nitre^ and vitriol 5 
fo that this wonderful mountain at the fame time 
produces every neceffaiy and every luxury of fife. 

Its firfl: region covers their tables with all the 
delicacies that the earth produces ; its fecond fupplies 
&em with game, cheefe, butter, honey; and not 
only furnifhes wood ci every kind for building thdr 
flips and houfes, but Kkewife an inexhauftible ftore 
of excellent fewel; and as the third, regicwi, with its^ 
ice and fnow, keeps them frefli and cool durisg the 
heat of fummer, fo this, contributes equally to keep 
them warm and comfortable during the cold of 
winter. 

Thus, you fee, the variety of climates is not 
confined to ^tna itfelf j but, in obedience to the 
voice of man, defcends from that mountain ; and 
mingling the violence of their extremes, difFufes the 
moft bmign influences all over the ifland, tempering 
each other to moderation, and foftening the rigours 
of every feafon. 

We are not then to be furprifed at the oWHnate 

^uttachment of the people to this mountain, and that 

all his terrors have not been able to drive them 

away 
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4way from faim : for although he fometime^ cha& 
dfes ; yet, like an indulgent parent, he mixea fucb 
bleffings along with hi$ ehaftifements, that thdr 
afie£lions can never be eftrangeds for at the fame 
time that he threatens with a rod of iron^ he pours 
down upon them all the bleffings of the age of gold. 

Adieu. We are now going to pay our refpeds to 
the viceroy, and make our farewel vifits. — This cere- 
mony never fails to throw a damp on my fpirits ; but 
I have feldbm found it fo ftrong as at prefent^ tberd 
being little or no probability that we fhall ever fee 
again a number of worthy people we are juft now 
going to take leave of, or that we fhall ever have it 
in our power to make any return for the many civi« 
lities we have received from them* 

Farewel. The wind we are told is fair^ aiid I 
ihall probably be the bearer of this to the continent^j 
from whence you may foon expeft to hear fromf 
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Naples^ Auguft i&.^ 
A tTER two days delightfiil faiiirig, we have agaitt 
arrived in this city ; where, to our infinite joy^ 
We have found all the worthy friends We had left be* 
hind us. This indeed ^(ras neceflary, to wipe out the 
impreflions which the leaving of Sicily had occa** 
fidned. We fhall ftill remain here, at leaft for threci 
months, till- the feafon bf the Mdl Aria is entirely 
oven You know the danger of travelling through 

C c thii 
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the Campania during that feafon ; which although 
it is looked upon by many of our learned doflors as 
a vulgar error, yet we certainly (hall not fubmit our- 
felves to tTie experiment, 

- We propofe to pafs the winter at Rome, where we 
Ihall probably find occupation enough for four or 
five months. — From thence by Loretto, Bologna, &c. 
to Venice ; the old beaten track* We Ihall then leave 
the parched fields of Italy, for the delightful cool 
mountains of Switzerland j— where liberty and fim- 
plicity,. long fince baniflied from poliflied nations, 
ftill 'flourifh in their original purity; where the tem- 
perature and moderation of the climate, and that of 
the inhabitants, are mutually emblematical of each 
other. — For whilft other nations are fcorched by the 
heat of the fun, and the ftill more fcorching heats of 
tyranny' and fuperftition; here the genial breezes for 
ever fan the air, and heighten that alacrity and joy 
which liberty and innocence alone can infpire ; — 
here the genial flow of the foul has never yet been 
checkM by the idle and ufelefs refinement of art ; but 
opens and expands itfelf to all the calls of affedion 
and benevolence*— But I muft ftop. You know my 
old attachment to that primitive country.-^ — It never 
fails to run away with me We propofe then, to 
make this the fcene of our fummer pleafures ; and by 
that time, I can forefee, we Ihall be heartily tired of 
Art, and (hall begin again to languifli after Nature. 
It is flie alone that can give any real or lafiing plea- 
fure, and in all our pui;;fuits of happinefs, if fhe is 
not our guide, we never can attain our end. 

Adieu, my dear friend. You have been our faith- 
ful companion during this Tour, and have not con- 
tributed 
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tributed a little to its pleafure. , If it has afforded 
equal entertaiHtnent to you, we fhall beg of you ftill 
to accompany us through the reft of our travels. A 
man muft have a miferable imagination indeed, that 
can be in folitude, whilft he has fuch friends to con- 
verfe with; the confideration of it foon removes the 
mountains and the feas that feparate us, arid produces 
thofe fympathetic feelings which are the only equiva* 
lent for the real abfence of a friend ; for I never fit 
down to write, but I fee you placed on the oppofite 
fide of the table, and fuppofei that we are juft talking 
over the tranfaftions of the day. And without your 
prefence to animate me, how is it poffibie that I could 
have .had patience to write thefe enormous epiftles ? — 
Adieu. We are foon going to make ibme excurfions 
through the kingdom of Naples : and if they produce 
^ny thing worthy of your obfervation, we muft beg 
that you will ftiil fubmit to be one of the^ party. 

I ever am, 
Moft fincerely and affedionately, yours, 

PATRICK BRYDONE. 



FINIS. 
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